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Today, as India prepares 
for another general 
election, and with 

Congress winning three 
states recently and the 
government resorting to an 
aggressive stance against 
Pakistan on the issue of 
terror attacks on Indian soil, 
the question of getting into 
the electoral field with a 
concrete agenda is up for 
public debate. 

The only way to combat 
the Modi-Shah juggernaut 
and war-chest with huge 
resources for the opposition 
is to have one-to-one 
contest. All Opposition 
combined together has 
to put up one candidate 
only. The declaration of 
SP+BSP to enter into a pre 
election tieup, in UP, leaving 
Congress out itself has 
been a dampener of sorts. 
However, Left+Congress in 
Bengal or only Congress 
fighting it out with Left and 
BJP in Kerala can be well 
crafts strategies to weaken 
BJP's upper caste Hindu 
support base. 

The alternative force in 
India cannot just be of 
parties, but of an alternative 
world-view, of a common 
minimum program, and of 
an alternative approach to 
governance. First, pledge 
to protect the Indian 
Constitution and its basic 
tenets. So, commit to true 
secularism where the state 
does not negate any faith 

but also does not become 
party to any faith. Neither 
Hindutva nor Muslim 
appeasement. Pledge to 
uphold socialistic welfare 
economy as envisaged in 
the Constitution, because 
the marginalized people, 
with their per capita income 
far below the subsistence 
level, cannot survive unless 
supported with minimum 
access to food, clothing, 
housing, public health 
and minimum assured 
education. Pledge to protect 
democracy and hence 
leave media, entertainment, 
culture and education to be 
run not by bureaucrats but 
by professional experts. And, 
above all, pledge to protect 
legislatures by not short 
circuiting their sessions, and 
to protect the independence 
of judiciary by not interfering 
in their recruitment, 
postings, promotions and 
processes. Safeguarding 
democracy also needs 
to be through police 
reforms, administrative 
reforms, judicial reforms, 
and electoral reforms, 
and through an all-out 
implementation of the 
institution of the Lokpal, 
apart from protecting 
the independence of the 
constitutional positions (e.g. 
EC, CIC, etc). 

All communities need to 
be assured that India is 
theirs, but they need not be 
appeased too. The Sachhar 
Committee report shows the 

What  can be People's Manifesto 
as India Goes to Vote?

lack of socio-economic and 
educational development 
among the Muslim minorities 
and their representation 
in positions of power and 
responsibility. Situation is 
exacerbated today with 
a visible alienation of 
them from the political 
mainstream. Also, if forest 
rights are not given to the 
tribal users of minor forest 
produce as per the forest 
dwellers' act on minor forest 
produce, and land rights 
are not given to the tillers, 
there cannot be visible 
change in the country-side 
and no end to Naxalism. 
Then, social assimilation 
will need distinct ways and 
means to empower women 
as well, particularly ensure 
their security in public 
places, raise conviction in 
cases of assault on women, 
and enhance their socio-
economic participation. 

Focus less on the politics 
of minorityism and 
Dalitism, and more on the 
economics of Modi-Shah 
dispensation and how 
disastrous it has been with 
regards to demonetization, 
GST, joblessness, price of 
fuels, general price rise, 
fall in exports and imports, 
limited GDP growth, 
extreme agrarian distress, 
and the like. Atrocities on 
women can be another 
loud communication point, 
while those on Muslims, 
Christians and Dalits 
can be a more localized 
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campaign at the grassroots 
not on top leaders' public 
talks or media interviews, 
even though communal 
polarization will be one 
major plank of BJP in the 
last leg of communication, 
as seen in Bihar elections 
as well. Well researched 
economic facts turned 
into easy to comprehend 
oneliners, infographics and 
memes must flood the 
communication channels if 
opposition has to combat 
the onslaught of the well 
oiled cyber army of BJP.

United Opposition must 
promise a slew of economic 
measures, including 
viable Minimum Support 
Price and implementation 
of MS Swaminathan 
recommendations for 
agriculture, gradual recovery 
of all NPAs (specially in 
cases of willing defaulters), 
banking autonomy with 
SOPs on banking operations 
insulating them from 
political interference with 
RBI independence ensured, 
recovering black money in 
land, jewellery and foreign 
assets, and encourage 
investments in education 
and health with tax holidays 
and other benefits. This 
plan also shall underline a 
fair share of funds between 
Centre and States, respect 
for economic federalism 
specially in the provisions 
of the Finance Commission, 
and execution of truly one 
nation one tax system 
through a uniform GST. 

Interestingly, it is important 
to increase investment in 
education and health upto 
20% of the total national 
budget, which is around half 
today. Investment in health 
insurance and not on public 
health infrastructure does 
no good to the man on the 
ground. 

There is a real possibility 
of the United Opposition 
win in the next Lok Sabha 
polls, only if it puts the 
Common Man and the nation 
successfully to contest 
against Narendra Modi 
and fights with a Common 
Minimum Program and not 
repeat the mistakes that 
Janata Party did in 1977 
battling another authoritarian 
ruler, Indira Gandhi.

But is the Opposition 
listening?
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How Does News Media 
Increase Its Revenues?

Integrated Newsroom & 
Media Convergence

The news industry 
revenue is going 
through a churn 

like never before. In late 
2018, 38% of total global 
ad-spending was in the 
digital medium, that has 
gained heavily from the 
print which has come down 
to 9% globally. Television 
is at 34%, globally, but is 
on fast decline. Rest 19% 
are distributed among 
radio, outdoor, events, and 
a myriad other channels. 
Advertising pundits opine 
that digital will finally 
stabilize at two-thirds of all 
ad-spending globally. This 
makes a strong case for 
news media focusing on the 
digital platform all the more. 
There is no need to create 
different teams for print, 
television and digital. In fact, 
an integrated newsroom 
is the right thing to do and 
creating multi-skilled multi-
media convergent team of 
journalists on field and on 
desk is a must for the news 
of tomorrow.

For quite some time now, 
the move from siloistic or 
a few initiatives platform to 
a convergent multi-media 
platform has been the reality 
for most media enterprises. 
This is about attempting to 
be present across offline 
(publications), online 
(portal, social media), on air 
(television, radio), on ground 
(events), and on mobile (app) 
platforms. Then, the media 

group can take its content 
seamlessly across multiple 
media platforms, reduce 
costs on human resources 
getting fewer multi-skilled 
professionals, and may also 
bring in higher revenue by 
offering integrated marketing 
and branding solutions to its 
advertisers across multiple 
media. Media convergence 
always reduces HR costs, 
real estate costs, news-
gathering costs, and 
increases resource efficiency 
and brings in more revenue 
across platforms.

Events & Experiential News 
Route

Second, organizing relevant 
news-worthy events surely 
lead to positive top and 
bottom-line, apart from 
relationships and content, 
though organizations may 
need to be pliant to powers 
that be if not careful in 
dealing with them. However, 
though events is a good 
source of revenue and 
leads to great relationships 
for which they should be 
organized, events are also 
a non-scalable activity and 
every edition of an event 
property is bespoke and 
all things of it need to be 
started from scratch.

Third, clearly demarcated 
advertorials, news that you 
can use, utilitarian content 
from among paid-for 
branded content are another 
source of revenue to be 
harnessed by each media 
enterprise depending upon 

its reach and impact. It is a 
fine line to tread and only a 
balanced approach keeping 
news sacrosanct and yet 
paid-for branded content 
also present is needed.

Fourth, investing in multi-
media content providers 
making them mobile 
journalists and in editor to 
make them multi-media 
editors on the one hand, and 
multi-media brand and sales 
professions who can develop 
packages to sell well in the 
market place, together make 
another way to enhance 
revenues. Multi-skilling is a 
necessary condition in news 
media HR in times to come.

Digital Revenue Sources 
Diversifying

Fifth, attempts to increase 
revenues online must be 
the way forward integrating 
video, audio, text and 
images, for news, views, 
previews and responses 
together. Alongside, this will 
bring down costs of legacy 
media in real estate, people, 
distribution network and also 
feedback channels.

Indeed, the digital news 
media of tomorrow shall 
experiment with diverse 
revenue sources apart 
from traditional advertising 
on the web. There is the 
subscription route, the 
crowd-funding route, the 
Paywall route, the events 
route, social campaigns 
route, co-subscriptions with 
non-competing content 

EDITOR'S NOTE
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platforms, customized 
story-telling for brands, 
collaborative revenue 
sharing among media 
platforms with similar 
approach, etc. etc. Each of 
them is creatively being 
engaged world-over.

Alongside, solutions-
based and advocacy-laced 
journalism, taking a stand 
or a perspective, will stand 
out and create its niche 
audience to be catered 
to through news, views, 
humour, info-graphics, 
events, referrals, etc. Engage 
people without they asking 
for it, but creatively. One may 
give sources and other sites 
references and solutions to 
the audiences. Digital video 
can make money. Ads inside 
digital news in video format 
can travel across multiple 
media, as in Buzzfeed and 
Vice.

Loyalty to such specific 
brands can be leveraged 
through membership drive 
as well which goes beyond 
just subscriptions. New 
York Times for example is a 
good one in this. Wall Street 
Journal has developed 
a membership model 
with Fox TV and Harper 
Collins publishing together, 
benefitting all three.

Revenue challenge is 
a reality in news media. 
And can only be met by 
reducing costs on one side, 
specially of the traditional 
news media; and increasing 
revenue on the other side, 
specially of the digital media. 
By listening more, engaging 
audiences more, using User 
Generated Content more, 
integrating brand stories 
creatively in the broad 
content plan, and having 
utilitarian content along 
with interesting content, this 

problem can be tackled.

Content is still the king, 
but commerce can help it 
rule longer. So, content led 
commerce will be more 
important going ahead. A 
media house may tie up 
with Wallmart+Flipkart or 
Amazon, review products 
without getting into direct 
deals with the product 
manufacturers, and take 
a cut on sales from e-biz 
platform.

Today media houses have 
to worry about the Time, 
and not Competition. Time 
of the target audience is the 
one single non-renewable 
resource that needs to be 
monetized. Clickbait is a 
short-run success policy but 
negative, whereas engaging 
the audiences is a positive 
route.

Audience Insights

Also, a news enterprise must 
know who are its audiences 
and hence who will spend 
to reach out to them. 
Developing annual packages 
on sales front with such 
brands and organizations 
interested in its audiences is 
the sure shot way to tackle 
the revenue challenge 
effectively.

Reach and frequency are no 
more the only currency for 
the advertisers. They also 
want to be associated with 
credible brands or the type 
of journalism reflected by a 
specific news enterprise in 
question.

Each media enterprise 
story is unique. You can 
only suggest a laundry list 
of revenue diversification, 
but the ones that will click 
in specific cases will vary 
from platform to platform. 

A dedicated community 
created by a media outlet if 
serviced well raises enough 
to sustain and grow. Being 
everything to everyone is 
surely an assured way to fail. 
Future of journalism is surely 
in producing content which 
people are ready to pay for.
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Putin, the Man & the 
President: Imprint from 
Russia to the World

Autocracy or Stability? What 
will the Russian President 
Vladimir Putin be known for 
long after he is no more in 
power?

The jury is out 
there.  
Vladimir Putin is a Russian 
politician and former KGB 
intelligence officer currently 
serving as President of 
Russia today for nearly 
two decades. Elected 
to his current and fourth 
presidential term in March 
2018, Putin has led the 
Russian Federation as either 
its prime minister, acting 
president, or president since 
1999. Long considered an 
equal of the President of the 
United States in holding one 
of the world’s most powerful 
public offices, Putin has 
aggressively exerted Russia’s 
influence and political policy 
around the world.

US in virtual tie 
with Russia on 
global confidence, 
poll finds
A new Gallup poll measuring 
opinion in 133 countries and 
areas in 2018 found the US 
and Russia neck and 

Autocracy or Stability? 
What will the Russian 

President Vladimir Putin be 
known for long after he is 

no more in power?

VLADIMIR  
PUTIN 
IMPRINT FROM 
RUSSIA TO  
THE WORLD
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neck, with 31% saying they 
approve of the leadership 
of the US, and 30% approval 
for Russia. It’s the first time 
the countries have been 
close to equal footing. China, 
meanwhile, beat both, with 
a 34% approval rating for 
its leadership skills, and 
Germany led the pack at 
39%.

Russia’s image made 
particular gains in countries 
such as Turkey and Iran, the 
poll shows. The poll was 
based on interviews with 
about 1,000 people in each 
of the countries surveyed 
from March through 
December 2018.

'Near Abroad':
The “near abroad” just 
got a little nearer. The 
Ukrainian conflict has 
ruptured relations between 
Russia and the west, but in 
fact it is merely the latest 
example of Putin asserting 
Russia’s “rights” in its 
former backyard, known in 
Russia as “the near abroad”. 

Those who were surprised 
by Putin’s annexation of 
Crimea and the subsequent 
Russian-fuelled conflict 
in eastern Ukraine should 
have remembered: he set 
the mould for the “Putin 
doctrine” in Georgia. Russia 
would use troops to protect 
its interests in a sphere 
of influence increasingly 
hemmed in by Nato’s 
advance. The US blinked 
first. 

A series of so-called 
colour revolutions in the 
post-Soviet states, namely 
the Rose Revolution in 
Georgia in 2003, the Orange 
Revolution in Ukraine in 2004 
and the Tulip Revolution in 
Kyrgyzstan in 2005, led to 
frictions in the relations of 
those countries with Russia. 

The plans of Georgia 
and Ukraine to become 
members of NATO have 
caused some tensions 
between Russia and those 
states. In 2010, Ukraine 
did abandon these plans. 
Putin allegedly declared at 
a NATO-Russia summit in 

2008 that if Ukraine joined 
NATO Russia could contend 
to annex the Ukrainian 
East and Crimea. Following 
the Ukrainian revolution in 
March 2014, the Russian 
Federation annexed Crimea. 
According to Putin this was 
done because "Crimea has 
always been and remains an 
inseparable part of Russia".

Putin has made a huge 
statement in global affairs 
through Russian role in 
Syrian crisis with full support 
to the incumbent President 
Bashar. 

On 30 September 2015, 
President Putin authorized 
Russian military intervention 
in the Syrian Civil War, 
following a formal request 
by the Syrian government for 
military help against rebel 
and jihadist groups. 

The Russian military 
activities consisted of 
air strikes, cruise missile 
strikes and the use of front 
line advisors and Russian 
special forces against 
militant groups opposed 

How has Putin changed Russia of Today?
Days before he was elected to the Russian presidency in 2000, Vladimir Putin told the BBC 
that Russia was “part of European culture” and that he “would not rule out” the possibility 
of it joining Nato.

But, a generation later, Russia has changed beyond all recognition from the chaotic, open 
free-for-all it was under Yeltsin. Internationally it faces isolation, sanctions, a new cold war 
even. At home, despite economic decline Putin enjoys perhaps the highest popularity 
rating of any Kremlin leader – an approval rating that topped 86% some three years ago.

Love him or hate him, it’s hard to deny that Putin has made a huge impact on his country 
and the world. He has moved across diverse stands: in Ukraine, Georgia and ‘near 
abroad’, through his later opposition to NATO, with his alleged autocracy creating a cult 
of personality with crackdowns on opposition, and with dependency on propaganda and 
military, harbouring new found sporting prestige, but also making Russia a significant force 
in a multi-polar world and becoming a pivot of Asia in spite of being an European nation.

COVER STORY
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to the Syrian government. 
After Putin's announcement 
on 14 March 2016 that the 
mission he had set for the 
Russian military in Syria had 
been "largely accomplished" 
and ordered the withdrawal 
of the "main part" of the 
Russian forces from Syria, 
Russian forces deployed in 
Syria continued to actively 
operate in support of the 
Syrian government. 

The Macho 
Personality Cult:
While Putin may have flip-
flopped on economic issues, 
he has consistently moved 
toward greater consolidation 
of his own power. In 2004, 
he signed a law allowing the 
president to appoint regional 
governors, a privilege he 
mostly retains despite 
reforms prompted by street 
protests in 2011-12. Putin’s 
famous “castling” with Dmitry 
Medvedev allowed him to 
return to the presidency 
in 2012. In the meantime, 
Russian parliament had 
passed a law in extending 
the presidential term from 
four to six years. The 2018 
Russian presidential election 
was held on 18 March 2018. 
Incumbent Vladimir Putin 
won the re-election for his 
second consecutive (fourth 
overall) term in office and 
now his time in power has 
surpassed that of Leonid 
Brezhnev – 18 years – and 
even Joseph Stalin.

Putin has given the Russians 
something much more in 
keeping with the macho 
spirit of the Russian muzhik: 
a horse-riding, bare-chested, 
tiger-wrestling, clean living, 
straight-talking action man. 
At least, that’s what his 
image makers have done for 
him. 

It’s the economy, 
finally: 
When Putin arrived in office, 
Russia was just emerging 
from the disastrous market 
reforms of the 1990s and 
the 1998 financial crisis. 
The new president had no 
grand economic vision: 
while he slashed taxes 
to benefit business, he 
also re-nationalised key 
sectors, starting with the 
breakup of political foe 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky’s 
Yukos oil company in 2003. 
Nonetheless, unused 
manufacturing capacity and 
rising prices for oil, Russia’s 
main export, helped usher 
in an era of unprecedented 
prosperity that Putin is still 
remembered for, with real 
disposable income doubling 
between 1999 and 2006.

The global financial crisis 
brought this growth crashing 
to a halt. While oil wealth 
had stimulated growth, 
little progress had been 
made in diversifying the 
economy or modernising 
Russia’s industries. Even 
before oil prices dropped 
and western sanctions over 
the Ukraine crisis came into 
effect in 2014, economists 
were predicting long-term 
stagnation.

Sanctions as well as falling 
oil prices have hurt the 
Russian economy. Putin 
has his country on his side, 
for now, and has achieved 
his strategic aims, but not 
without some cost.

Always a vocal proponent 
of a multipolar world, Putin 
has shifted in recent years 
toward greater economic 
and military cooperation 
with Asian countries, whose 
growing economies are 
hungry for Russia’s energy 

and whose governments 
are less judgmental of its 
human rights record. He 
brokered two huge deals to 
supply China with gas, one 
worth $400bn for which he is 
building a pipeline through 
2,500 miles of mountains, 
swamps and seismic 
hotspots. He’s also exporting 
Russian railroad technology 
to North Korea, which in 
the meantime has been 
opening quasi-slave-labour 
logging and farming camps 
in Russia’s far east.

Putin’s foreign moves 
appeared to produce 
significant dividends at 
home, as his popular 
approval rating consistently 
remained above 80 percent 
in spite of Russia’s sluggish 
economy and endemic 
government corruption. 
Low oil prices and Western 
sanctions compounded 
an already grim financial 
outlook as foreign investors 
remained reluctant to put 
their capital at risk in a land 
where personal ties to 
Putin were seen as more 
important than the rule 
of law. Even after Russia 
emerged from seven 
consecutive quarters of 
recession, both wages 
and consumer spending 
remained stagnant in 2017. 
These and other domestic 
problems seemed to do little 
to dent Putin’s image; among 
those expressing concern 
for such issues in opinion 
polls, blame was most often 
affixed to Putin’s prime 
minister, Dmitry Medvedev.

Population 
growth? 
Putin took over a country 
whose population was falling 
at an alarming rate. Russia 
– a population of about 150 

COVER STORY
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million people at time of the 
fall of the Soviet Union – was 
losing people at a rate of 
almost a million a year, a 
combination of a reluctance 
to procreate and a proclivity, 
from men at least, to die 
young.

But the decline gradually 
bottomed out, and in 2010 
the population started 
growing again. The secret 
to this reversal was largely 
economic: as their financial 
situation improved during 
Putin’s reign, Russians 
began having more children. 
According to the state 
statistics service, the country 
now has more than 146 
million people, up from 142 
million in 2008. Even if you 
don’t count the 2.2 million 
people it gained by annexing 
Crimea, it’s still a positive 
trend.

Crackdown
With the imprisonment of oil 
tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
and the assassinations of 
several prominent opposition 
voices, Putin’s Russia was 
already a place where 
dissent was not particularly 
welcome.

But the pivotal moment 

came during the winter of 
2011-12. Rolling opposition 
protests briefly threatened 
an Arab spring of sorts 
in Moscow. Putin moved 
quickly. A slew of criminal 
cases on dubious charges 
were opened against anti-
corruption campaigner 
Alexei Navalny and 27 
protesters from the May 2012 
Bolotnaya Square rally. Since 
Putin’s return to the Kremlin 
in 2012, new laws have raised 
the fines for those taking part 
in protests 'not sanctioned by 
the authorities' to as much as 
1m roubles (£13,000) or up to 
five years of forced labour or 
prison for repeat violations.

Amid growing patriotic 
fervour and rhetoric about 
traitors– Putin suggested in 
December that opposition 
members could be part of a 
“fifth column” undermining 
the country – the popular 
opposition movement is all 
but dead. Symbolically, one 
of its leading voices, former 
deputy PM Boris Nemtsov, 
was assassinated in front of 
the Kremlin.

In Putin’s third term, 
authorities have also 
tightened the screws 
on non-governmental 
organisations that receive 
funding from abroad, 
whom Putin has previously 
disparaged as “jackals” and 
traitors. According to a 2012 
law, such groups must label 
themselves “foreign agents” 
in their publications and 
submit to audits, with stiff 
fines for failure to meet these 
onerous requirements.

Once an oasis of free 
speech, the Russian internet 
is now subject to vague laws 
that allow the government’s 
communications watchdog 
to block sites deemed to 
publish “extremist” material 

or content harmful to 
children. As a result, several 
major opposition sites 
were blacklisted in 2013. 
According to a 2014 law, 
popular bloggers must now 
register their true identities 
with the state and face 
potential libel suits.

The crackdown has, of 
course, extended to the 
Chechen separatists whose 
destruction was Putin’s first 
real claim to leadership 
fame. His campaign against 
the Islamic insurgency in the 
wider North Caucasus region 
has led to a reduction in 
violence – but also to a litany 
of human rights abuses.

‘Moralistic’ vision & 
Soviet Past:
Putin’s third term has also 
seen a wave of legislation 
inspired by his vision of 
Russia as a bastion of 
traditional morals. The 
most egregious example 
was the 2013 ban on gay 
propaganda, which LGBT 
rights activists say has 
contributed to a rise in 
homophobic harassment 
in the country, including 
vigilante group violence.

Under Putin, the second 
world war has become a 
patriotic rallying point, and 
a 2014 law criminalises the 
“distortion” of the Soviet 
Union’s role in the war. Other 
legislation imposed fines 
for the use of expletives on 
television, radio and in films 
shown in theatres, drawing 
criticism from musicians and 
directors.

Putin’s presidency also 
witnessed a change in the 
way Russians viewed the 
Soviet past. During Putin’s 
tenure, aspects of the 
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Soviet period—for example, 
the victory in World War 
II, Russia’s superpower 
status, and even the Stalinist 
period—were again glorified 
(Stalin was described in 
one teaching manual as 
“the most successful leader 
of the U.S.S.R.”), and this 
dualism was reflected in the 
country’s symbols. 

A multipolar 
world?
The charitable view of 
Putin’s foreign policy is that 
he stands up to western 
hegemony and, with China, 
acts as a balance to the 
overweening military and 
political power of the US. 
However, while the Russian 
president can plausibly claim 
to have history on his side in 
opposing Washington over 
the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars, his stance on Syria 
and unwavering support for 
Bashar al-Assad has been 
open to greater criticism.

It’s not all about opposition. 
Putin’s diplomats have 
worked constructively with 
international allies and 
adversaries to help bring 
Iran in from the cold, and – 
until recently at least – to 
work at further nuclear arms 
reductions. 

Under Putin, the Anglo-
Russian relationship has 
turned into a paradox: at 
the same time as official 
relations hit new, icy depths 
over espionage and murder, 
record numbers of Russians 
and their cash were flooding 
west – and London was their 
favourite second home.

Oligarchs parked their kids 
in swanky schools, listed 
their companies on the stock 
market and bought football 

clubs, some perhaps as 
an insurance policy, others 
because it became ultra-
fashionable. But London also 
became a bolthole for the 
out of favour, home to an 
entire dissident community 
of anti-Putinistas, further 
straining relations between 
London and Moscow. 

New-found 
sporting prestige
The Sochi Winter Olympics 
in 2014 were a triumph for 
Putin, who had campaigned 
aggressively to host the 
event. Russia won the 
medal count with 13 golds, 
and no major security 
breaches or organisational 
embarrassments marred 
the event. Joined by faded 
action star Steven Seagal, 
Putin later presided over a 
Formula One race held on 
a course built around the 
Olympic park, and in 2018, 
the country hosted the Fifa 
World Cup.

Corruption 
Under Putin's leadership, 
Russia has scored poorly in 
Transparency International's 

Corruption Perceptions 
Index and experienced 
democratic back sliding 
according to both the 
Economist Intelligence 
Unit's Democracy Index and 
Freedom House's Freedom 
in the World index (including 
a record low 20/100 rating 
in the 2017 Freedom in the 
World report, a rating not 
given since the time of 
the Soviet Union). Experts 
do not generally consider 
Russia to be a democracy, 
citing the lack of free and 
fair elections, purges and 
jailing of opponents, and 
curtailed press freedom. 
Human rights organizations 
and activists have accused 
Putin of persecuting political 
critics and activists, as well 
as ordering them tortured 
or assassinated; he has 
rejected accusations of 
human rights abuses.

In 2014, the Organized Crime 
and Corruption Reporting 
Project named Putin their 
Person of the Year Award for 
furthering corruption and 
organized crime. 

It has been seen that many 
state-backed huge sporting 
and other events involving 
huge construction projects 
have been a goldmine for 
crooked officials in Russia. 
Nemtsov, who had written 
a scathing report on the 
preparations for the Sochi 
Olympics, estimated that 
$30bn of the record $50bn 
spent on the games had 
been lost to corruption. 

Despite a state campaign 
against corruption, Putin’s 
Russia has failed to shake 
off accusations of being 
fundamentally dishonest. In 
2014, Russia was ranked 136 
out of 175 in Transparency 
International’s corruption 
perceptions index, down 
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from 127 in 2013 and 133 in 
2012. The Organised Crime 
and Corruption Reporting 
Project also named Putin its 
“person of the year” after its 
investigations found that he 
had engaged with the mafia 
to create what it called a 
“military-industrial-political-
criminal” complex to launder 
money and promote his 
interests abroad, including 
in the transfer of weapons to 
rebels in eastern Ukraine.

Although little information 
is available on his personal 
wealth, many expect that 
Putin himself has benefited 
from state corruption. 
Allegations have swirled for 
years that an extravagant 
palace being built on the 
Black Sea coast – reportedly 
guarded by the presidential 
secret service and now 
owned by a Putin confidant – 
secretly belongs to him and 
was paid for with embezzled 
funds. There are various 
estimates of his personal 

wealth: from $40 billion by 
a Kremlin insider to $200 
billion by Western estimates.

New propaganda
Even as independent 
media found themselves 
on the run, Putin appointed 
Dmitry Kiselyov, a television 
presenter known for his 
anti-American conspiracy 
theories, head of the state 
news agency Rossiya 
Segodnya. In this post, 
Kiselyov has overseen 
an expansion of Sputnik 
News and Russia Today, 
which peddle the Kremlin’s 
talking points in foreign 
languages. While state-
backed news outlets are 
nothing new, the Kremlin’s 
new propagandistic media 
have been criticised for their 
journalistic standards. The 
UK media regulator Ofcom 
threatened RT with sanctions 
over news reports that failed 
to comply with impartiality 
rules.

Critical Biography: 
The Man without a 
Face:
The Moscow journalist 
Masha Gessen pulls no 
punches in her biography 
of Vladimir Putin, The 
Man Without a Face. 
With opposition virtually 
non-existent, and having 
extended the presidential 
term from four to six years, 
Putin could occupy the post 
until 2024, making him the 
longest-lasting leader since 
Stalin.

Masha Gessen, however, 
believes that even as he 
consolidates his power, 
Russia is seeing the first 
signs of the inevitable fall of 

what she describes as 'this 
small and vengeful man’. The 
tumultuous events of a long 
lost December of 2011, when 
tens of thousands took to the 
streets of Moscow and cities 
across Russia in the biggest 
anti-government rallies 
since the fall of the Soviet 
Union, were the harbinger 
of what she describes as 'a 
revolution’.

The catalyst for the protests 
was alleged vote-rigging in 
the parliamentary elections 
on December 4, 2011, which 
was won by Putin’s United 
Russia party. But they spoke 
of a deeper anger about 
the concentration of wealth 
and political power in Putin’s 
Russia, and the pervasive 
corruption that accompanies 
it.

Putin, she writes, was 'a 
faceless man’ promoted 
by people who wanted to 
'invent’ a president. But that 
plan was subverted by the 
man himself and the secret-
police apparatus that formed 
him and continues to sustain 
him. Rather than being the 
safe-holder of a new era of 
democracy, as his sponsors 
had hoped, Putin has turned 
Russia into 'a supersize 
model of the KGB’, where 
there can be no room for 
dissent or even independent 
action.

A Pen-picture of 
Putin's Life:
Vladimir Putin was born 
in 1952 in Leningrad (now 
St Petersburg), a city still 
traumatised by the effects of 
the Second World War.

His father had fought with 
the special forces, operating 
behind German lines, 
returning home severely 

COVER STORY

- 1999: As Boris 
Yeltsin's prime 
minister, he 
oversees the 
launch of a 
second war to 
crush rebels 
in Chechnya. 
When Yeltsin 
resigns on New 
Year's Eve, 
Putin takes over 
as president, 
being officially 
elected in March 
2000.



March-April 2019facebook.com/britishherald 15

BRITISH HERALD

disabled and finding work 
as a skilled labourer. His 
mother, who had almost 
died of starvation during 
the siege of the city by the 
Nazis, worked in a series 
of backbreaking jobs. They 
had lost two children before 
Putin was born.

The young Putin was a 
tearaway, 'a real thug’, as 
he would later boast to his 
official biographers, often 
scrapping in the courtyard of 
the overcrowded apartment 
building where the family 
lived.

Joining the KGB, he was sent 
to spy school in Moscow 
and then dispatched to 
Dresden in what was then 
East Germany, tasked 
with cultivating future 
undercover agents among 
foreign students. The Soviet 
Union was in the first throes 
of perestroika, as Mikhail 
Gorbachev loosened 
the reins on Soviet bloc 
countries and sowed seeds 

of resentment among the 
KGB leadership and rank-
and-file.

He would not return home 
until after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall in 1989.

Putin returned to St 
Petersburg, where he 
became assistant to the 
mayor, while continuing in 
the KGB. For all the reforms 
that were taking place in 
Russia, St Petersburg, was 'a 
state within a state’: a place 
where the KGB remained 
all-powerful, where local 
politicians and journalists 
had their phones tapped, 
and the murder of major 
political and business 
players was a regular 
occurrence.

'In other words, very much 
like Russia itself would 
become within a few years, 
once it came to be ruled 
by the people who ruled St 
Petersburg in the 1990s.’ 

In 1996 Putin went to 
Moscow to work at the 
Kremlin, rising to be head 
of the FSB (Federal Security 
Service) the successor to 
the KGB. It was here that he 
came into the orbit of Boris 
Yeltsin. Yeltsin had become 
the first president of the new 
Russian Federation in 1991 
and had been re-elected for 
a second term in 1996, but 
he was slipping into a state 
of sorry decline. His health 
was failing, his behaviour 
increasingly erratic – most 
people assumed as a result 
of his heavy drinking. 

Foremost in the dwindling 
circle of Yeltsin’s allies and 
supporters known as 'the 
family’ was the oligarch 
Boris Berezovsky; indeed, 
many believed Berezovsky 
to be the real power behind 
Yeltsin’s throne. Berezovsky 
began to vigorously promote 
Putin, among 'the family’ and 
to Yeltsin himself. He would 
remember Yeltsin’s reaction 
on meeting Putin: 'He seems 
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all right,’ the president said of 
his putative successor, 'but 
he’s kind of small.’ In August 
1999 Yeltsin appointed Putin 
as the prime minister.

Putin, was 'a grey, ordinary 
man’ with no articulated 
political vision and no 
identifiable political ambition, 
on to whom everybody 
could project whatever 
they wished to see in him. 
Berezovsky, who had thrown 
his Channel One television 
station behind Putin, 
believed that 'being devoid 
of personality and personal 
interest’, he would be both 
malleable and disciplined.

The Foundation for Effective 
Politics, the organisation set 
up to promote Putin, was 
made up primarily of young, 
idealistic liberals who were 
prepared to overlook his KGB 
past. 'The reason the ground 
was primed for him was 
that people needed to feel 
a sort of limited nostalgia 
for the Soviet Union, and 
someone who was very sure 
of what he was doing and 
saying. Everyone was tired of 
Yeltsin, his erratic behaviour, 
his total unpredictability, 
the fact that he was a total 
embarrassment on the 
international stage.’

Putin was promoted as a 
young, energetic leader 
– a man who 'wore good 
European suits and spoke 
a foreign language’, who 
would shepherd Russia 
into a bright future of 
economic reform and stable 
democracy, but also a strong 
man who could solve the 
country’s domestic problems 
and restore its international 
standing.

Within weeks of his 
appointment as prime 
minister Putin had 

demonstrated just how 
decisive he could be. In 
September 1999 Russia 
was shocked by a series 
of bombings of apartment 
blocks that killed more than 
300 people and left more 
than 1,900 injured. The 
bombings were immediately 
blamed on Chechen 
terrorists – and provided 
an opportunity for Putin to 
demonstrate his credentials 
as a strong leader.

On September 23 a group of 
24 governors – more than a 
quarter of the federation – 
had written to Yeltsin asking 
him to yield power to Putin. 
The same day, Yeltsin issued 
a secret decree authorising 
the army to resume combat 
in Chechnya, and Russian 
planes began bombing 
the capital, Grozny. The 
following day Putin issued 
his own order authorising 
Russian troops to engage in 
combat and made one of his 
first television appearances, 
promising to hunt down the 
terrorists: 'Even if we find 
them in the toilet. We will rub 
them out in the outhouse.’

He introduced laws that 
effectively abolished 
elections to the upper house 
of parliament, and appointed 
presidential envoys to 
become overseers of 
elected regional governors. 
In 2004, in his second term 
as president, he changed the 
law so that governors were 
directly appointed by the 
Kremlin. Though later it was 
reversed partially.

Then he moved on his old 
ally Berezovsky. The man 
who had helped to make 
Putin had fallen out with 
him almost as soon as 
Putin became president, 
attacking his constitutional 
reforms and using his 

tele¬vision station, Channel 
One, to criticise Putin over 
his handling of the Kursk 
submarine disaster in August 
2000.

After clashing with Putin, 
Berezovsky was obliged to 
flee to France, and then to 
Britain, where he now lives. 
A warrant for his arrest was 
filed in Russia and his shares 
in Channel One appropriated 
by the state. Within a year 
of Putin coming to office, 
all three federal television 
networks would be under 
state control.

In a sense, Putin’s methods 
are in a long and ignoble 
tradition of Russian politics: 
to operate from a sense of 
seizure and to exercise fear 
among adversaries. He is 
the heir to the great Russian 
tradition of “we are a country 
under siege” poli¬tical 
rhetoric, which has been 
used throughout Russian 
history.

Putin has created a Russia 
where there is no meaningful 
opposition. The candidates 
who run against him in 
elections are generally 
regarded as toothless, 
or in the case of Mikhail 
Prokhorov, the multi-
millionaire businessman, 
widely dismissed as a 
Kremlin stooge.

Gessen believes the only 
opposition figure with any 
credibility or authority is 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, 
the oligarch who was 
languishing in a penal colony 
near the Chinese border.

Khodorkovsky made his 
fortune from banking and 
from the oil company Yukos, 
which he acquired for $300 
million in 1995 when Yeltsin 
began auctioning off state 
assets – a red-in-tooth-and-
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claw capitalist whose creed 
was expressed in a book that 
he co-authored in 1992, Man 
With a Rouble.

But having become the 
richest man in Russia, 
Khodorkovsky began to 
display a social conscience. 
He established an education 
foundation, Open Russia, 
funded training for 
journalists, and began to 
speak out against corruption. 
Khodorkovsky left for 
America on a business trip, 
but then returned, despite 
warnings that he would soon 
be arrested, and began a 
speaking tour, giving talks 
about business, democracy 
and the need for 'a civil 
society’ in Russia. In October 
2003 he was arrested, and 
18 months later, he was 
indicted on charges of 

fraud and tax evasion, and 
sentenced to nine years’ 
imprisonment. In 2009 he 
was found guilty of a new 
set of charges, of stealing his 
own oil, and sentenced again 
– to 14 years. Many describe 
Khodorkovsky as 'the Nelson 
Mandela of Russia. 

Putin commemorated the 
20th anniversary of the 
adoption of the post-Soviet 
constitution in December 
2013 by ordering the release 
of some 25,000 individuals 
from Russian prisons. 
In a separate move, he 
granted a pardon to Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky. He lives in 
self exile in Switzerland.

First Presidency: 
2000 to 2004:
On March 26, 2000, Putin 
was elected to his first of 
three terms as President 
of the Russian Federation 
winning 53 percent of the 
vote.

Shortly after his inauguration 
on May 7, 2000, Putin faced 
the first challenge to his 
popularity over claims 
that he had mishandled 
his response to the Kursk 
submarine disaster. He 
was widely criticized for 
his refusal to return from 
vacation and visit the 
scene for over two weeks. 
October 23, 2002, as many 
as 50 armed Chechens, 
claiming allegiance to the 
Chechnya Islamist separatist 
movement, took 850 people 
hostage in Moscow’s 
Dubrovka Theater. An 
estimated 170 people died 
in the controversial special-
forces gas attack that ended 
the crisis. While the press 
suggested that Putin’s 
heavy-handed response to 
the attack would damage 
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his popularity, polls showed 
over 85 percent of Russians 
approved of his actions.

Next Putting clamped down 
even harder on the Chechen 
separatists, canceling 
previously announced plans 
to withdraw 80,000 Russian 
troops from Chechnya and 
promising to take “measures 
adequate to the threat” in 
response to future terrorist 
attacks. In November, 
Putin directed Defense 
Minister Sergei Ivanov to 
order sweeping attacks 
against Chechen separatists 
throughout the breakaway 
republic.

Putin’s harsh military policies 
succeeded in at least 
stabilizing the situation in 
Chechnya. Though Putin’s 
actions greatly diminished 
the Chechen rebel 
movement, they failed to 
end the Second Chechen 
War, and sporadic rebel 
attacks continued in the 
northern Caucasus region.  

During the majority of his 
first term, Putin concentrated 
on improving the failing 
Russian economy, in part 
by negotiating a “grand 
bargain” with the Russian 
business oligarchs who 
had controlled the nation’s 
wealth since the dissolution 
of the Soviet Union in the 
early 1990s. Under the 
bargain, the oligarchs would 
retain most of their power, in 
return for supporting—and 
cooperating with—Putin’s 
government. 

According to financial 
observers at the time, Putin 
made it clear to the oligarchs 
that they would prosper if 
they played by the Kremlin 
rules. Indeed, Radio Free 
Europe reported in 2005 
that the number of Russian 
business tycoons had greatly 
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increased during Putin’s time 
in power, often aided by their 
personal relationships with 
him. 

During his first presidency, 
the Russian economy grew 
for eight straight years, and 
GDP measured in purchasing 
power increased by 72%. 
The growth was a result 
of the 2000s commodities 
boom, recovery from the 
post-Communist depression, 
financial crises, prudent 
economic and fiscal policies.

Second 
Presidential Term 
2004 to 2008
On March 14, 2004, Putin 
was easily re-elected to the 
presidency, this time winning 
71 percent of the vote. 

During his second term as 
president, Putin focused 
on undoing the social and 
economic damage suffered 
by the Russian people during 
the collapse and dissolution 
of the Soviet Union, an event 
he called “the greatest 
geopolitical catastrophe 
of the Twentieth Century.” 
In 2005, he launched the 
National Priority Projects 
designed to improve health 
care, education, housing, 
and agriculture in Russia. 

In 2007, Other Russia, a 
group opposed to Putin 
led by former world chess 
champion Garry Kasparov, 
organized a series of 
“Dissenters’ Marches” to 
protest Putin’s policies and 
practices. Marches in several 
cities resulted in the arrests 
of some 150 protestors who 
tried to penetrate police 
lines.

In the December 2007 
elections, the equivalent 

of the U.S. mid-term 
congressional election, 
Putin’s United Russia party 
easily retained control of 
the State Duma, indicating 
the Russian people’s 
continued support for 
him and his policies. A 
Kremlin-appointed election 
commission concluded that 
not only had the election 
been fair, but it had also 
proven the “stability” of the 
Russian political system. 

Second 
Premiership 2008 
to 2012
With Putin barred by the 
Russian Constitution from 
seeking a third consecutive 
presidential term, Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev was elected 
president. However, on 
May 8, 2008, the day after 
Medvedev’s inauguration, 
Putin was appointed Prime 
Minister of Russia. Under 
the Russian system of 
government, the president 
and the prime minister share 
responsibilities as the head 
of state and head of the 
government, respectively. 
Thus, as prime minister, 
Putin retained his dominance 
over the country’s political 
system. 

In September 2001, 
Medvedev proposed to the 
United Russia Congress in 
Moscow, that Putin should 
run for the presidency again 
in 2012, an offer Putin happily 
accepted.

Third Presidential 
Term 2012 to 2018 
On March 4, 2012, Putin won 
the presidency for a third 
time with 64 percent of the 
vote. Amid public protests 
and accusations that he 
had rigged the election, 
he was inaugurated on 
May 7, 2012, immediately 
appointing former President 
Medvedev as prime 
minister. After successfully 
quelling protests against 
the election process, often 
by having marchers jailed, 
Putin proceeded to make 
sweeping—if controversial—
changes to Russia’s 
domestic and foreign policy.  

In December 2012, Putin 
signed a law prohibiting the 
adoption of Russian children 
by U.S. citizens. Intended to 
ease the adoption of Russian 
orphans by Russian citizens, 
the law stirred international 
criticism, especially in the 
United States.   

The following year, 
Putin again strained his 
relationship with the U.S. by 
granting asylum to Edward 
Snowden, who remains 
wanted in the United 
States for leaking classified 
information he gathered 
as a contractor for the 
National Security Agency 
on the WikiLeaks website. 
In response, U.S. President 
Barack Obama canceled a 
long-planned August 2013 
meeting with Putin. 

In December 2017, Putin 
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announced he would seek a 
six-year—rather than four-
year—term as president in 
July, running this time as 
an independent candidate, 
cutting his old ties with the 
United Russia party. 

After a bomb exploded in a 
crowded Saint Petersburg 
food market on December 
27, injuring dozens of people, 
Putin revived his popular 
“tough on terror” tone just 
before the election. He 
stated that he had ordered 
Federal Security Service 
officers to “take no prisoners” 
when dealing with terrorists.

In his annual address 
to the Duma in March 
2018, just days before the 
election, Putin claimed that 
the Russian military had 
perfected nuclear missiles 
with “unlimited range” that 
would render NATO anti-

missile systems “completely 
worthless.” While U.S. 
officials expressed doubts 
about their reality, Putin’s 
claims and saber-rattling 
tone ratcheted up tensions 
with the West but nurtured 
renewed feelings of national 
pride among Russian voters. 

Falling oil prices coupled 
with international sanctions 
imposed at the beginning 
of 2014 after Russia's 
annexation of Crimea and 
military intervention in 
Eastern Ukraine led to GDP 
shrinking by 3.7% in 2015, 
though the Russian economy 
rebounded in 2016 with 0.3% 
GDP growth and is officially 
out of the recession.

During Putin’s third 
presidential term, allegations 
arose in the United States 
that the Russian government 
had interfered in the 2016 

U.S. presidential election. 

A combined U.S. intelligence 
community report released 
in January 2017 found 
“high confidence” that 
Putin himself had ordered 
a media-based “influence 
campaign” intended to 
harm the American public’s 
perception of Democratic 
candidate Hillary Clinton, 
thus improving the electoral 
chances of eventual 
election winner, Republican 
Donald Trump. In addition, 
the U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) is 
investigating whether 
officials of the Trump 
campaign organization 
colluded with high ranking 
Russian officials to influence 
the election. 

While both Putin and Trump 
have repeatedly denied the 
allegations, the social media 
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website Facebook admitted 
in October 2017 that political 
ads purchased by Russian 
organizations had been 
seen by at least 126 million 
Americans during the weeks 
leading up to the election.

Fourth Presidential 
Term 2018
On March 18, 2018, Putin 
was easily elected to a 
fourth term as President 
of Russia, winning more 
than 76 percent of the vote 
in an election that saw 67 
percent of all eligible voters 
cast ballots. Despite the 
opposition to his leadership 
that had surfaced during 
his third term, his closest 
competitor in the election 
garnered only 13 percent 
of the vote. Shortly after 
officially taking office on May 
7, Putin announced that in 
compliance with the Russian 

Constitution, he would not 
seek re-election in 2024. 

On July 16, 2018, Putin met 
with U.S. President Donald 
Trump in Helsinki, Finland, in 
what was called the first of a 
series of meetings between 
the two world leaders. While 
no official details of their 
private 90-minute meeting 
were published, Putin and 
Trump would later reveal in 
press conferences that they 
had discussed the Syrian 
civil war and its threat to the 
safety of Israel, the Russian 
annexation of Crimea, and 
the extension of the START 
nuclear weapons reduction 
treaty. 

Personal Life
Vladimir Putin married 
Lyudmila Shkrebneva on 
July 28, 1983. From 1985 
to 1990, the couple lived 
in East Germany where 
they gave birth to their two 
daughters, Mariya Putina and 
Yekaterina Putina. On June 
6, 2013, Putin announced 
the end of the marriage. 
Their divorce became official 
on April 1, 2014, according 
to the Kremlin. An avid 
outdoorsman, Putin publicly 
promotes sports, including 
skiing, cycling, fishing, and 
horseback riding as a healthy 
way of life for the Russian 
people. 

A member of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, Putin 
recalls the time his mother 
gave him his baptismal 
cross, telling him to get it 
blessed by a Bishop and 
wear it for his safety. “I did 
as she said and then put the 
cross around my neck. I have 
never taken it off since,” he 
once recalled. 

Putin's Policy Overview:

Domestic policies
Putin's domestic policies, 
particularly early in his 
first presidency, were 
aimed at creating a vertical 
power structure. On 13 
May 2000, he issued a 
decree putting the 89 
federal subjects of Russia 
into seven administrative 
federal districts and 
appointed a presidential 
envoy responsible for each 
of those districts (whose 
official title is Plenipotentiary 
Representative). 

According to Stephen White, 
under the presidency of 
Putin, Russia made it clear 
that it had no intention 
of establishing a "second 
edition" of the American 
or British political system, 
but rather a system that 
was closer to Russia's own 
traditions and circumstances. 
According to the proponents 
of that description, the 
government's actions and 
policies ought above all to 
enjoy popular support within 
Russia itself and not be 
directed or influenced from 
outside the country. 

In July 2000, according 
to a law proposed by 
Putin and approved by 
the Federal Assembly of 
Russia, Putin gained the 
right to dismiss the heads of 
the 89 federal subjects. In 
2004, the direct election of 
those heads (usually called 
"governors") by popular 
vote was replaced with 
a system whereby they 
would be nominated by the 
president and approved or 
disapproved by regional 
legislatures. This was seen 
by Putin as a necessary 
move to stop separatist 
tendencies and get rid of 
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those governors who were 
connected with organised 
crime. In 2012, as proposed 
by Putin's successor, Dmitry 
Medvedev, the direct 
election of governors was 
re-introduced. 

Putin succeeded in codifying 
land law and tax law and 
promulgated new codes 
on labor, administrative, 
criminal, commercial and 
civil procedural law. Under 
Medvedev's presidency, 
Putin's government 
implemented some key 
reforms in the area of state 
security, the Russian police 
reform and the Russian 
military reform.

Putin’s One 
Weapon: The 
‘Intelligence State’
Russia’s leader has restored 
the role its intelligence 
agencies had in the Soviet 
era — keep citizens in check 
and destabilize foreign 
adversaries.

The history of the brutal 
Soviet security services 
KGB lays bare the roots 
of Russia’s current use of 
political arrests, subversion, 
disinformation, assassination, 
espionage and the 
weaponization of lies. None 
of those tactics is new to the 
Kremlin.

In fact, those tactics made 
Soviet Russia the world’s 
first “intelligence state,” and 
they also distinguished it 
from authoritarian states 
run by militaries. Today’s 
Russia has become even 
more of an intelligence state 
after Putin’s almost 20-year 
tenure as its strongman. 
A decade after the Soviet 
Union fell, Putin rose to 
power and recruited many of 

his former K.G.B. colleagues 
to help rebuild the state. The 
result is a regime with the 
policies and philosophy of a 
supercharged secret police 
service, a regime that relies 
on intelligence operations 
to deal with foreign policy 
challenges and maintain 
control at home.

Assassination, too, is nothing 
new. When he arrived in 
the West, Stalin's secretary 
Bajanov had explained 
long back that the Soviet 
leadership would send 
assassins to kill anyone who 
knew the true nature of the 
Kremlin’s inner workings. 
This practice has continued. 
The unsuccessful 2018 
Russian attempt to murder 
Sergei Skripal in Britain is 
almost indistinguishable 
from the Cold War K.G.B. 
assassination of the 
Ukrainian nationalist Stepan 
Bandera in 1959. Assassins 
covertly tracked Bandera to 
his Munich address and used 
a K.G.B.-manufactured gun 
that sprayed poison to make 
Bandera’s death appear to 
have been a heart attack. It 
was only a K.G.B. assassin’s 
eventual defection years 
later that revealed the truth.

Economic, 
industrial, and 
energy policies
Fuelled by the 2000s 
commodities boom 
including record high oil 
prices, under the Putin 
administration from 2001 to 
2007, the economy made 
real gains of an average 7% 
per year, making it the 7th 
largest economy in the world 
in purchasing power. In 2007, 
Russia's GDP exceeded that 
of Russian SFSR in 1990, 
having recovered from the 

1998 financial crisis and the 
preceding recession in the 
1990s. 

During Putin's first twelve 
years in office, industry 
grew substantially, as did 
production, construction, 
real incomes, credit, and the 
middle class. Putin has also 
been praised for eliminating 
widespread barter and thus 
boosting the economy. 
Inflation remained a problem 
however. 

A fund for oil revenue 
allowed Russia to repay all 
of the Soviet Union's debts 
by 2005. Russia joined the 
World Trade Organization on 
22 August 2012.

Under Putin, Russia is a 
major exporter of oil and 
gas to much of Europe. 
Control over the economy 
was increased by placing 
individuals from the 
intelligence services and 
the military in key positions 
of the Russian economy, 
including on boards of 
large companies. In 2005, 
an industry consolidation 
programme was launched 
to bring the main aircraft 
producing companies 
under a single umbrella 
organization, the United 
Aircraft Corporation (UAC). 

A program was introduced 
with the aim of increasing 
Russia's share of the 
European energy market 
by building submerged gas 
pipelines bypassing Ukraine 
and other countries which 
were often seen as non-
reliable transit partners by 
Russia, especially following 
the Russia-Ukraine gas 
disputes of the late 2000s. 
Russia also undermined 
the rival Nabucco pipeline 
project by buying gas from 
Turkmenistan and redirecting 
it into Russian pipelines.
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Russia diversified its export 
markets by building the 
Trans-Siberian oil pipeline to 
support oil exports to China, 
Japan and Korea, as well as 
the Sakhalin–Khabarovsk–
Vladivostok gas pipeline in 
the Russian Far East. Russia 
has also recently built 
several major oil and gas 
refineries, plants and ports. 
Major hydropower plants 
such as the Bureya Dam 
and the Boguchany Dam 
have been constructed, as 
well as the restoration of the 
nuclear industry of Russia, 
with 1 trillion rubles ($42.7 
billion) which were allocated 
from the federal budget to 
nuclear power and industry 
development before 2015. 
A large number of nuclear 
power stations and units are 
currently being constructed 
by the state corporation 
Rosatom in Russia and 
abroad.

On 21 May 2014, Russia and 
China signed a $400 billion 
gas deal. A construction 
program of floating nuclear 
power plants is intended to 
provide power to Russian 
Arctic coastal cities and 
gas rigs, starting in 2012. 
The Arctic policy of Russia 
also includes an offshore 
oilfield in the Pechora Sea 
which is expected to start 
producing in early 2012, with 
the world's first ice-resistant 
oil platform and first offshore 
Arctic platform. In August 
2011 Rosneft, a Russian 
government-operated oil 
company, signed a deal with 
ExxonMobil for Arctic oil 
production. The construction 
of a pipeline at a cost of $77  
billion, to be jointly funded 
by Russia and China, was 
signed off on by Putin in 
Shanghai on 21 May 2014. On 
completion, in an estimated 
4 to 6 years, the pipeline 
would deliver natural gas 

from the state-majority-
owned Gazprom to China's 
state-owned China National 
Petroleum Corporation for 
the next 30 years, in a deal 
worth $400bn.

As noted by Russian 
journalists after the 2018 
presidential inauguration, 
Putin has since 2007 
repeatedly predicted that 
Russia will become "one 
of the world's five largest 
economies" roughly within 
10 years from that date; thus 
far this target has not been 
achieved. 

Environmental 
policy
In 2004, President Putin 
signed the Kyoto Protocol 
treaty designed to reduce 
greenhouse gases. 
However, Russia did not face 
mandatory cuts, because 
the Kyoto Protocol limits 
emissions to a percentage 
increase or decrease from 
1990 levels and Russia's 
greenhouse-gas emissions 
fell well below the 1990 
baseline due to a drop in 
economic output after the 
breakup of the Soviet Union. 
Putin personally supervises 
a number of protection 
programmes for rare and 
endangered animals in 
Russia, such as the Amur 
Tiger, the White Whale, the 
polar bearand the Snow 
Leopard.

Military 
development & 
reforms
While from the early 2000s 
Russia started placing more 
money into its military and 
defense industry, it was only 
in 2008 that the full-scale 
Russian military reform 
began, aiming to modernize 
Russian Armed Forces and 
making them significantly 
more effective. The reform 
was largely carried out 
by Defense Minister 
Anatoly Serdyukov during 
Medvedev's Presidency, 
under the supervision of 
both Putin, as the Head of 
Government, and Medvedev, 
as the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Russian Armed Forces. 

Putin inherited an army 
that was not fit for purpose. 
During his second term, 
he set out to reform the 
outdated conscript-based 
army, a process that 
only quickened after its 
unconvincing victory in the 
Georgian war. Russia now 
spends a higher percentage 
of its GDP on defence than 
the United States, and has 
allocated a record $81bn in 
2015. 

Key elements of the military 
reform under Putin included 
reducing the armed forces 
to a strength of one million; 
reducing the number of 
officers; centralising officer 
training from 65 military 
schools into 10 'systemic' 
military training centres; 
creating a professional NCO 
corps; reducing the size 
of the central command; 
introducing more civilian 
logistics and auxiliary staff; 
elimination of cadre-strength 
formations; reorganising the 
reserves; reorganising the 
army into a brigade system, 
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and reorganising air forces 
into an air base system 
instead of regiments. 

The number of Russia's 
military districts was 
reduced to four. The term of 
draft service was reduced 
from two years to one, 
which put an end to the 
old harassment traditions 
in Russian army, since all 
conscripts became very 
close by draft age. The 
gradual transition to the 
majority professional army 
by the late 2010s was 
announced, and a large 
programme of supplying 
the Armed Forces with new 
military equipment and ships 
was started. The Russian 
Space Forces were replaced 
on 1 December 2011 with the 
Russian Aerospace Defence 
Forces.

After U.S. President George 
W. Bush withdrew from the 
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty, Putin responded 
by ordering a build-up of 
Russia's nuclear capabilities, 
designed to counterbalance 
U.S. capabilities. Most 
analysts agree that Russia's 
nuclear strategy under 
Putin eventually brought 
it into violation of the 1987 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty. Because of 
this, U.S. President Donald 
Trump announced the U.S. 
would no longer consider 
itself bound by the treaty's 
provisions, raising nuclear 
tensions between the two 
powers. This prompted 
Putin to state that Russia 
would not launch first 
in a nuclear conflict but 
would “annihilate” any 
adversary. Most military 
analysts believe Russia 
would consider launching 
first if losing a major 
conventional conflict as 
part of an 'escalate to de-

escalate’ strategy that would 
bring adversaries to the 
negotiating table. 

Putin has also sought to 
increase Russian territorial 
claims in the Arctic and its 
military presence here. Both 
Russian submarines and 
troops deployed in the Arctic 
have been increasing. 

Human rights 
policy & the Media:
Since May 2012, when Putin 
was re-elected as president, 
Russia has enacted many 
restrictive laws, started 
inspections of non-
governmental organizations, 
harassed, intimidated, and 
imprisoned political activists, 
and started to restrict critics. 
The new laws include 
the "foreign agents" law, 
which is widely regarded 
as over-broad by including 
Russian human rights 
organizations which receive 
some international grant 
funding, the treason law, 
and the assembly law which 
penalizes many expressions 
of dissent. The human rights 
activists have criticized 
Russia for censoring speech 

of LGBT activists due to "the 
gay propaganda law"and 
increasing violence against 
LGBT+ people due to the 
law.

Scott Gehlbach, an American 
Professor of Political 
Science at the University 
of Wisconsin–Madison, 
has claimed that since 
1999, Putin has reportedly 
punished journalists who 
challenge his official point 
of view. Maria Lipman, 
an American writing in 
Foreign Affairs (the journal 
of the Council on Foreign 
Relations), claims, "The 
crackdown that followed 
Putin's return to the Kremlin 
in 2012 extended to the 
liberal media, which had 
until then been allowed to 
operate fairly independently." 
The Internet has attracted 
Putin's attention because 
his critics have tried to use 
it to challenge his control of 
information.  

Reporters Without Borders, 
for instance, ranked Russia 
148 in its 2013 list of 179 
countries in terms of 
freedom of the press. It 
particularly criticized Russia 
for the crackdown on the 
political opposition and the 
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failure of the authorities to 
vigorously pursue and bring 
to justice criminals who 
have murdered journalists. 
Freedom House ranks 
Russian media as "not 
free", indicating that basic 
safeguards and guarantees 
for journalists and media 
enterprises are absent. 

International 
sporting events
In 2007, Putin led a 
successful effort on behalf 
of Sochi (located along the 
Black Sea near the border 
between Georgia and 
Russia) for the 2014 Winter 
Olympics and the 2014 
Winter Paralympics, the first 
Winter Olympic Games to 
ever be hosted by Russia. 
Likewise, in 2008, the city of 
Kazan won the bid for the 
2013 Summer Universiade, 
and on 2 December 2010 
Russia won the right to host 
the 2017 FIFA Confederations 
Cup and 2018 FIFA World 
Cup, also for the first time 
in Russian history. In 2013, 
Putin stated that gay 
athletes would not face any 
discrimination at the 2014 
Sochi Winter Olympics. 

Putin is chairman of the 
Russian Geographical 

Society's board of trustees 
and is actively engaged 
in the protection of rare 
species. The programs 
are being conducted by 
the Severtsov Institute of 
Ecology and Evolution at 
the Russian Academy of 
Sciences.

Putin's Pivot: 4 
New Features of 
Russian Foreign 
Policy
Four key features 
characterize the current 
approach: risk taking, 
neglect of exit strategies, 
outsourcing and saber 
rattling. Although this hardly 
sounds like a recipe for 
success, it has worked quite 
well—at least in the short 
run.

Since 2014, however, a 
new Putin has emerged. 
Consider his contrasting 
responses to the Ukrainian 
crises of 2004 and 2014. 
As he sent commandos to 
occupy Crimea in 2014, Putin 
seemed almost to relish 
the prospect of military 
confrontation with the West. 
The risks were considerable. 
Annexation raised the stakes 
again, drastically limiting 
the scope for a negotiated 
resolution. Intervening in 
Syria was another roll of the 
dice. Russia risked sinking 
into the “quagmire,” of which 
President Obama warned. 
Before Putin acted, polls 
showed little enthusiasm 
among Russians for military 
involvement. Perhaps even 
more striking than Putin’s 
newly manifest appetite for 
risk is his willingness to keep 
raising the ante, piling one 
gamble on top of another. 
The Kremlin’s position is 

now vulnerable to chance 
events from the Donbas 
to Damascus, as well as 
to leaks about its various 
influence operations.

Putin seems to have adopted 
Napoleon’s famous motto: 
On s’engage partout, et puis 
l’on voit (“you start the fight 
and then you see”). Since 
2014, Russia has plunged 
into a series of situations 
with inadequate preparation 
and no clear exit strategy.

The Crimean military 
operation was well-planned. 
But the political side was 
a mess. The repeated 
changes in the date and 
content of the referendum 
suggest Putin went in not 
having decided yet on the 
territory’s final status. In 
Syria, Russia’s operational 
objective was clear—to 
rescue Assad—but how to 
get out without prompting a 
collapse remains a puzzle. 
If he indeed authorized St. 
Petersburg trolls to infiltrate 
Western social networks, 
Putin opened another 
Pandora’s Box. 

Crimea was not just a test of 
Russian military strategy; it 
also showed off the Kremlin’s 
increasing use of non-state 
groups and contractors. The 
Night Wolves biker gang 
and Cossack regiments 
mobilized to help the GRU 
troops. In eastern Ukraine, 
“volunteers” of all types 
streamed in to assist locals. 
The Kremlin has taken to 
outsourcing key foreign tasks 
to private individuals. One 
nationalist businessman, 
Konstantin Malofeev, 
has a broad portfolio. 
He reportedly financed 
mercenaries fighting 
alongside the Donbas 
separatists. Using unofficial 
actors aims to conceal 
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Russia’s responsibility and 
circumvent bottlenecks and 
bureaucratic obstruction. 
However, it muddles lines 
of command and creates 
problems when such actors 
prove incompetent or go 
rogue. When Russian-
supported fighters in 
the Donbas shot down a 
Malaysian passenger jet in 
2014, it hardened European 
determination to impose 
major sanctions on Russia. 

Before 2014, Putin often 
criticized the West, but 
he generally avoided 
actions or threats that 
might provoke unwelcome 
countermeasures. Since 
Crimea, he has seemed 
determined to show off 
Russia’s military prowess 
and resolve. Most recently, 
he boasted of a nuclear-
powered missile that can 
evade U.S. defenses and 
illustrated with a video 
showing.

This new approach—
combining risk-taking, 
neglect of exit strategies, 
outsourcing and saber 
rattling—sounds unlikely 
to work well. In fact, it has 
done better than might have 
been expected. Since 2015, 
Putin has suffered no huge 
disaster and enjoyed notable 
successes.

However, the drawbacks 
of the approach are also 
pretty clear: It offers little 
hope of progress on the 
most important goal—
boosting Russia’s economic 
performance—and it requires 
considerable luck and 
juggling skill. Even if the 
new style has so far kept 
the West off balance while 
expanding Russia’s influence 
in the Middle East, there is 
no guarantee that this will 
continue.

Relations with 
the United States, 
Europe, and NATO
Under Putin, Russia's 
relationships with NATO and 
the U.S. have passed through 
several stages. When he first 
became president, relations 
were cautious, but after the 
9/11 attacks Putin quickly 
supported the U.S. in the War 
on Terror and the opportunity 
for partnership appeared. 
However, the U.S. responded 
by further expansion of 
NATO to Russia's borders 
and by unilateral withdrawal 
from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic 
Missile Treaty. 

From 2003, when Russia did 
not support the Iraq War and 
when Putin became ever 
more distant from the West 
in his internal and external 
policies, relations continued 
to deteriorate.

In an interview with Michael 
Stürmer, Putin said there 
were three questions which 
most concerned Russia and 
Eastern Europe: namely, 
the status of Kosovo, the 
Treaty on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe 
and American plans to 
build missile defence sites 
in Poland and the Czech 

Republic, and suggested 
that all three were linked. 

In a January 2007 interview, 
Putin said Russia was in favor 
of a democratic multipolar 
world and strengthening the 
systems of international law. 

Putin opposed Kosovo's 
2008 declaration of 
independence, warning 
supporters of that precedent 
that it would de facto 
destabilize the whole system 
of international relations. 

Putin had good relations 
with former American 
President George W. Bush, 
and many European leaders. 
His "cooler" and "more 
business-like" relationship 
with Germany's current 
chancellor, Angela Merkel is 
often attributed to Merkel's 
upbringing in the former 
DDR, where Putin was 
stationed as a KGB agent. 
He had a very friendly and 
warm relationship with the 
former Prime Minister of 
Italy Silvio Berlusconi; the 
two leaders often described 
their relationship as a close 
friendship, continuing to 
organize bilateral meetings 
even after Berlusconi's 
resignation in November 
2011. 
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In late 2013, Russian-
American relations 
deteriorated further when 
the United States canceled 
a summit (for the first time 
since 1960) after Putin 
gave asylum to Edward 
Snowden, who had leaked 
classified information from 
the NSA. Relations were 
further strained after the 
2014–15 Russian military 
intervention in Ukraine and 
the Annexation of Crimea. 

In 2014, Russia was 
suspended from the G8 
group as a result of its 
annexation of Crimea. 
However, in June 2015, Putin 
told an Italian newspaper 
that Russia has no intention 
of attacking NATO. 

In December 2016, US 
intelligence officials (headed 
by James Clapper) quoted 
by CBS News stated that 
Putin approved the email 
hacking and cyber attacks 
during the U.S. election, 
against the democratic 
presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton. A spokesman for 
Putin denied the reports. 
Putin has repeatedly 
accused Hillary Clinton, who 
served as U.S. Secretary of 
State from 2009 to 2013, of 

interfering in Russia's internal 
affairs, and in December 
2016, Clinton accused Putin 
of having a personal grudge 
against h 

With the election of Trump, 
Putin's favorability in the U.S. 
increased. A Gallup poll in 
February 2017 revealed a 
positive view of Putin among 
22% of Americans, the 
highest since 2003. However, 
Putin has stated that U.S.–
Russian relations, already at 
the lowest level since the 
end of the Cold War, have 
continued to deteriorate 
after Trump took office in 
January 2017. 

On July 16, 2018, fresh from 
the success of Russia’s 
well-received hosting of 
the World Cup football 
championship, Putin held a 
summit meeting in Helsinki 
with Trump. The two had 
conducted discussions at 
the Group of 20 (G20) summit 
in Hamburg, Germany, and 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation gathering in 
Da Nang, Vietnam, in 2017, 
but the encounter in Finland 
marked their first formal one-
on-one meeting. 

In the press conference 

that followed, Putin once 
again denied any Russian 
interference in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election. Trump 
then sent shock waves when, 
in response to a reporter’s 
question, he indicated that 
he trusted Putin’s denial 
more than the conclusions 
of his own intelligence 
organizations, which only 
days earlier had resulted 
in the U.S. Department of 
Justice’s indictment of 12 
Russian intelligence agents 
for their meddling in the 
election. Moreover, given 
the opportunity to condemn 
transgressive Russian 
actions, Trump instead cast 
blame on the United States 
for its strained relationship 
with Russia. Trump also 
warmed to Putin’s offer to 
allow U.S. investigators to 
interview the Russian agents 
in return for Russian access 
to Americans of interest in 
Russian investigations.

The Russian press 
trumpeted the summit 
as a huge success for 
Putin. Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov 
described the outcome 
of the summit as “better 
than super.” The response 
in the United States was 
mostly shock, and a number 
of Republicans joined 
Democrats in strongly 
condemning Trump’s 
performance.

Relations with the 
United Kingdom
In 2003, relations between 
Russia and the United 
Kingdom deteriorated 
when the United Kingdom 
granted political asylum 
to Putin's former patron, 
oligarch Boris Berezovsky. 
This deterioration was 
intensified by allegations that 
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the British were spying and 
making secret payments to 
pro-democracy and human 
rights groups. 

The end of 2006 brought 
more strained relations 
in the wake of the death 
by polonium poisoning of 
former KGB and FSB officer 
Alexander Litvinenko in 
London, who became an MI6 
agent in 2003. In 2007, the 
crisis in relations continued 
with expulsion of four 
Russian envoys over Russia's 
refusal to extradite former 
KGB bodyguard Andrei 
Lugovoi to face charges in 
the murder of Litvinenko. 
Mirroring the British 
actions, Russia expelled UK 
diplomats and took other 
retaliatory steps.

On 4 March 2018, former 
double agent Sergei 
Skripal was poisoned with 
a Novichok nerve agent in 
Salisbury. Ten days later, the 
British government formally 
accused the Russian state of 
attempted murder, a charge 
which Russia denied. After 
the UK expelled 23 Russian 
diplomats (an action which 
would later be responded to 
with a Russian expulsion of 
23 British diplomats), British 
Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson said on 16 March 
that it was "overwhelmingly 
likely" Putin had personally 
ordered the poisoning of 
Skripal. Putin's spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov called the 
allegation "shocking and 
unpardonable diplomatic 
misconduct".

Relations with Australia and 
Latin American countries

Putin and his successor, 
Medvedev, enjoyed warm 
relations with the late Hugo 
Chávez of Venezuela. Much 
of this has been through the 
sale of military equipment; 

since 2005, Venezuela has 
purchased more than $4 
billion worth of arms from 
Russia.

In September 2007, Putin 
visited Indonesia and in 
doing so became the first 
Russian leader to visit the 
country in more than 50 
years. In the same month, 
Putin also attended the 
APEC meeting held in 
Sydney where he met with 
John Howard, who was the 
Australian Prime Minister 
at the time, and signed 
a uranium trade deal for 
Australia to sell uranium to 
Russia. This was the first visit 
by a Russian president to 
Australia. 

Relations with 
Middle Eastern 
and North African 
countries
On 16 October 2007, Putin 
visited Iran to participate 
in the Second Caspian 
Summit in Tehran, where he 
met with Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 
This was the first visit of a 
Soviet or Russian leader to 
Iran since Joseph Stalin's 
participation in the Tehran 
Conference in 1943, and thus 
marked a significant event 
in Iran-Russia relations. At 
a press conference after 
the summit Putin said that 
"all our (Caspian) states 
have the right to develop 
their peaceful nuclear 
programmes without any 

restrictions".

Subsequently, under 
Medvedev's presidency, 
Iran-Russia relations were 
uneven: Russia did not fulfill 
the contract of selling to Iran 
the S-300, one of the most 
potent anti-aircraft missile 
systems currently existing. 
However, Russian specialists 
completed the construction 
of Iran and the Middle East's 
first civilian nuclear power 
facility, the Bushehr Nuclear 
Power Plant, and Russia 
has continuously opposed 
the imposition of economic 
sanctions on Iran by the 
U.S. and the EU, as well as 
warning against a military 
attack on Iran. 

In April 2008, Putin became 
the first Russian President 
who visited Libya. Putin 
condemned the foreign 
military intervention of Libya, 
he called UN resolution as 
"defective and flawed," and 
added "It allows everything. 
It resembles medieval calls 
for crusades." Upon the 
death of Muammar Gaddafi, 
Putin called it as "planned 
murder" by the US.

Russia and India & 
BRICS:
In 2012, Putin wrote an article 
in the Hindu newspaper, 
saying that "The Declaration 
on Strategic Partnership 
between India and Russia 
signed in October 2000 
became a truly historic step". 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh during Putin's 2012 
visit to India: "President Putin 
is a valued friend of India 
and the original architect of 
the India-Russia strategic 
partnership".

Putin's Russia maintains 
positive relations with other 

COVER STORY

- 2015: Gives military 
backing to the regime 
of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad.
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BRIC countries. The country 
has sought to strengthen ties 
especially with the People's 
Republic of China by signing 
the Treaty of Friendship as 
well as building the Trans-
Siberian oil pipeline geared 
toward growing Chinese 
energy needs. The mutual-
security cooperation of 
the two countries and their 
central Asian neighbours is 
facilitated by the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) which was founded 
in 2001 in Shanghai by the 
leaders of China, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
and Uzbekistan.

The announcement made 
during the SCO summit 
that Russia resumes on 
a permanent basis the 
long-distance patrol flights 
of its strategic bombers 
(suspended in 1992) in the 
light of joint Russian-Chinese 
military exercises, first-ever 
in history held on Russian 
territory, made some experts 
believe that Putin is inclined 
to set up an anti-NATO 
bloc or the Asian version 
of OPEC. When presented 
with the suggestion that 
"Western observers are 
already likening the SCO to 
a military organization that 
would stand in opposition to 
NATO", Putin answered that 
"this kind of comparison is 
inappropriate in both form 
and substance". President 
Putin has attended the 
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) 

Summit conferences since 
2013.

Domestic Public 
image
 Putin's approval (blue) and 
disapproval (red) ratings 
1999–2015. Putin reached an 
all-time high approval rating 
in June 2015 of 89%.

According to a June 2007 
public opinion survey, Putin's 
approval rating was 81%, the 
second highest of any leader 
in the world that year. In 
January 2013, at the time of 
2011–2013 Russian protests, 
Putin's approval rating fell to 
62%, the lowest figure since 
2000 and a ten-point drop 
over two years. By May 2014, 
following the annexation 
of Crimea, Putin's approval 
rating had rebounded to 
85.9%, a six-year high. 

After EU and U.S. sanctions 
against Russian officials 
as a result of the 2014 
pro-Russian unrest in 
Ukraine, Putin's approval 
rating reached 87 percent, 
according to a Levada 
Center survey published on 
6 August 2014. In February 
2015, based on new 
domestic polling, Putin was 
ranked the world's most 
popular politician. In June 
2015, Putin's approval rating 
climbed to 89%, an all-time 
high. In 2016, the approval 
rating was 81%.

Observers see Putin's 
high approval ratings as a 
consequence of significant 
improvements in living 
standards, and Russia's 
reassertion of itself on the 
world scene during his 
presidency. 

Despite high approval for 
Putin, confidence in the 

Russian economy is low, 
dropping to levels in 2016 
that rivaled the recent 
lows in 2009 at the height 
of the global economic 
crisis. Just 14% of Russians 
in 2016 said their national 
economy was getting 
better, and 18% said this 
about their local economies. 
Putin's performance at 
reining in corruption is also 
unpopular among Russians. 
Newsweek reported in 
June 2017 that "An opinion 
poll by the Moscow-based 
Levada Center indicated 
that 67 percent held Putin 
personally responsible for 
high-level corruption".

In July 2018, Putin's approval 
rating fell to 63% and just 
49% would vote for Putin if 
presidential elections were 
held. Levada poll results 
published in September 
2018 showed Putin's 
personal trustworthiness 
levels at 39% (decline from 
59% in November 2017) 
with the main contributing 
factor being the presidential 
support of the unpopular 
pension reform and 
economic stagnation. In 
October 2018 two thirds of 
Russians surveyed in Levada 
poll agreed that "Putin bears 
full responsibility for the 
problems of the country" 
which has been attributed to 
decline of a popular belief in 
"good tsar and bad boyars", 
a traditional attitude towards 
justifying failures of top of 
ruling hierarchy in Russia. 

In January 2019 percentage 
of Russians trusting the 
president hit the historic 
minimum -33.4%. 

Assessments
Critics state that Putin 
has moved Russia in an 
autocratic direction. Putin 

- 2017: In December, 
he announces he will 
seek a new six-year 
term as president in 
March 2018.
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has been described as 
a "dictator" by political 
opponent Garry Kasparov, 
as a "bully" and "arrogant" 
by former U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, and 
as "self-centered" and an 
"isolationist" by the Dalai 
Lama. Former U.S. Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger 
wrote in 2014 that the West 
has demonized Putin. 

Many Russians credit Putin 
for reviving Russia's fortunes. 
Former Soviet Union leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, while 
acknowledging the flawed 
democratic procedures 
and restrictions on media 
freedom during the Putin 
presidency, said that Putin 
had pulled Russia out of 
chaos at the end of the 
Yeltsin years, and that 
Russians "must remember 
that Putin saved Russia from 
the beginning of a collapse." 
In 2015, opposition politician 
Boris Nemtsov said that 
Putin was turning Russia into 
a "raw materials colony" of 
China. 

Russia has suffered 
democratic backsliding 
during Putin's tenure. 
Freedom House has listed 
Russia as being "not free" 
since 2005. In 2004, Freedom 
House warned that Russia's 
"retreat from freedom marks 
a low point not registered 
since 1989, when the country 
was part of the Soviet Union." 
The Economist Intelligence 
Unit has rated Russia as 
"authoritarian" since 2011, 
whereas it had previously 
been considered a "hybrid 
regime" (with "some form 
of democratic government" 
in place) as late as 2007. 
According to political 
scientist, Larry Diamond, 
writing in 2015, "no serious 
scholar would consider 
Russia today a democracy".

Putin cultivates an outdoor, 
sporty, tough guy public 
image, demonstrating his 
physical prowess and taking 
part in unusual or dangerous 
acts, such as extreme 
sports and interaction with 
wild animals, part of a 
public relations approach 
that, according to Wired, 
"deliberately cultivates 
the macho, take-charge 
superhero image". Some 
of the activities have been 
criticised for being staged. 
Outside of Russia, Putin's 
macho image has been the 
subject of parody. Putin is 
believed to be self conscious 
about his short height.

Notable examples of Putin's 
adventures include: flying 
military jets, demonstrating 
martial arts, riding horses, 
rafting, and fishing and 
swimming in a cold Siberian 
river, many of which he 
did bare chested. Other 
examples are descending in 
a deepwater submersible, 
tranquilizing tigers and polar 
bears, riding a motorbike, 
co-piloting a fire-fighting 

plane to dump water on 
a raging fire, shooting 
darts at whales from a 
crossbow for eco-tracking, 
driving a race car, scuba 
diving at an archaeological 
site, attempting to lead 
endangered cranes in a 
motorized hang glider, and 
catching large fish. 

There are a large number 
of songs about Putin. Some 
of the well-known include: 
"Go Hard Like Vladimir 
Putin" by K. King and Beni 
Maniaci "VVP" by Tajiksinger 
Tolibjon Kurbankhanov, 
"Our Madhouse is Voting for 
Putin" by Working Faculty 
and "A Song About Putin" by 
the Russian Airborne Troops 
band.  There is also "Putin 
khuilo!", the song, originally 
emerged as chants by 
Ukrainian football fans and 
spread in Ukraine (among 
supporters of Euromaidan), 
then in other countries. A 
song called "A Man Like 
Putin" by Poyushchie vmeste 
was also a hit across Russia, 
topping the Russian Music 
Charts.

Putin's name and image 
are widely used in 
advertisement and product 
branding. Among the 
Putin-branded products are 
Putinka vodka, the PuTin 
brand of canned food, the 
Gorbusha Putina caviar and a 
collection of T-shirts with his 
image.

In 2007, he was the Time 
Person of the Year. In 2015, 
he was No. 1 on the Time's 
Most Influential People 
List. Forbes ranked him 
the World's Most Powerful 
Individual every year from 
2013 to 2016.

- 2018: In March, he 
is re-elected as the 
Russian President. 

Written by Prof Ujjwal K Chowdhury  
(Based on content analysis of various secondary 
sources of information on President Putin)
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Goldman Sachs Group Inc has teamed up with Apple 
Inc to issue credit cards that will be paired with 
iPhones and will help users manage their money.

The card, which will be linked with Apple's Wallet app, 
will allow users to set spending goals, track rewards, 

and manage balances, WSJ said. The new cards will be rolled out to 
employees for testing and will be launched later this year. The deal 
will benefit both the companies and tap into new income sources. 
Apple has been sharpening its focus on its services business, 
including the App Store, mobile payments and music streaming 
after a recent dip in iPhone sales, which generate most of the 
company's profit. 
 
Goldman is also looking to increase its consumer loans to offset 
dips in its trading business. Apple did not immediately respond to 
Reuters' request for a comment. Goldman declined to comment. 
The joint card, which will use Mastercard's payment network, offers 
a cash back of about 2 percent on most purchases. Spending 
on Apple products and services could potentially result in more 
cashbacks, some of the people told WSJ. 
 
Goldman Sachs has already started adding customer-support 
call centers, and building an internal system to handle payments, 
a project that could cost the bank $200 million, WSJ said, a time 
when banks are focused on reigning in expenses to boost their 
bottom lines. 
 
The Wall Street bank could eventually offer other financial products, 
such as Marcus loans and wealth management services, to Apple 
customers, WSJ said.

Goldman Sachs Group Inc has 
teamed up with Apple Inc to issue 
credit cards

BUSINESS

Top banks' 
commodities 
revenue jumps 45 
percent in 2018 - 
report
Commodities-related revenue at 
the 12 biggest investment banks 
climbed 45 percent last year 
despite weak oil trading, boosted 
by power, gas and base metals 
markets, consultancy Coalition said.

Revenue from commodity trading, 
selling derivatives to investors 
and other activities in the sector, 
increased to $3.6 billion (2.7 billion 
pounds) in 2018, the financial 
industry analytics firm said in a 
report.

"Commodities revenues increased 
significantly, driven by strong 
performance in power and gas, 
one-off gains in base metals in 
1H18 and higher results in investor 
products," Coalition said.

"Oil had a weak year with significant 
declines throughout the year and a 
particularly poor 4Q18."

The rise in 2018 comes after years 
of falling revenue in the sector for 
top banks, including a 42 percent 
fall in 2017 to $2.5 billion, its lowest 
since at least 2006.

The banks' commodity revenue has 
been on a steady downward path 
in recent years as they have exited 
or slimmed down their commodity 
businesses due to heightened 
government regulation and poor 
performance from the sector.

It has slid from $15.9 billion in 2008 
at the peak of the commodities 
cycle, according to Coalition.

The 12 banks Coalition tracks for 
its quarterly reports are Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch, Barclays, 
BNP Paribas, Citigroup, Credit 
Suisse, Deutsche Bank, Goldman 
Sachs, HSBC, JPMorgan, Morgan 
Stanley, Societe Generale and UBS.
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Ford Motor Co 
said it has hired 
outside experts 
to investigate 
its vehicle 

fuel economy and testing 
procedures after employees 
raised concerns, and did not 
know whether it would have 
to correct data provided to 
regulators or consumers. 
 
The issues involving Ford's 
testing processes do not 
involve the use of so-called 
defeat devices - hardware 
and software designed 
deliberately to deceive 
government emissions 
tests, Kimberly Pittel, Ford's 
group vice president for 
sustainability, environment 
and safety engineering, told 
Reuters. 
 
The automaker since last 
fall has been investigating 
concerns raised by 
employees that incorrect 
calculations were used to 
translate test results into 
the mileage and emissions 
data submitted to regulators, 
Pittel said. 
 
Ford said it was evaluating 
changes to the process 
it uses to develop fuel 
economy and emissions 
figures, "including 
engineering, technical and 
governance components."  
 
Ford shares dipped slightly 
in after-hours trading 
following the disclosure.

Ford has hired the law firm 

Sidley Austin to lead an 
independent investigation 
into possible discrepancies 
in calculations used to 
produce emissions and fuel 
economy figures, Pittel said. 
The company is using an 
independent laboratory to 
conduct testing. 
 
U.S. and California regulators 
have been cracking 
down on automakers 
for emissions cheating 
following revelations in 2015 
that German automaker 
Volkswagen AG had used 
defeat devices to make 
models equipped with diesel 
engines appear to comply 
with emissions standards 
when they emitted far more 
pollution than allowed in 
real-world driving. 
 
"We have voluntarily 
shared this information" 
with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the 
California Air Resources 
Board, Pittel said. Ford 
notified the agencies this 
week, she said. 
 
The EPA said in a statement 
that information from 
Ford's investigation is "too 
incomplete for EPA to reach 
any conclusions. We take 
the potential issues seriously 
and are following up with the 
company to fully understand 
the circumstances behind 
this disclosure."

The investigation has started 
with testing of the 2019 
Ranger pickup truck, and the 

company expects data back 
next week, Pittel said.  
 
She said it was not clear 
what impact the review will 
have on advertised mileage 
or fuel economy data 
submitted to regulators, nor 
is it clear how many vehicles 
could be affected if Ford is 
required to revise the data.  
 
"We cannot predict the 
outcome, and cannot 
provide assurance that it will 
not have a material adverse 
effect on us," Ford told 
investors.

"We are going to go where 
the investigation takes us," 
Pittel said. 
 
Ford has been embarrassed 
in the past by errors in fuel 
economy claims. In 2013, 
the automaker cut by seven 
miles per gallon the claimed 
fuel economy for its C-Max 
hybrid model following 
complaints that real-world 
mileage did not match the 
claimed fuel economy. In 
2014, Ford lowered fuel 
economy ratings for six 
other models and offered 
compensation to customers.

Ford probing possible problems with 
fuel economy, emissions tests

AUTOMOBILE

Ford said it was evaluating changes to the process it uses to develop fuel 
economy and emissions figures, "including engineering, technical and 
governance components." 
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Education has 
broadened 
its horizons 
and extended 
its reach and 

coverage since the ancient 
times. With technology 
literally vanquishing 
the field of education, 
learning is no longer 
confined to the walls of the 
classrooms. Educational 
policies, methodologies, 
technological compatibility, 
and the approach to 
learn for the substantive 
development are 
continuously changing. As 
educators and learners, one 
is observing widespread and 
dynamic trends emerging in 
the field of education.

Here is a man who 
is a multi dimension 
personality, scholar and 
great academician with a 
refined vision to provide 
moral based education to 
students to shape them as a 
responsible devoted citizen. 
Mr. Mansib Ibrahim has 
made his presence globally 

through the medium of 
education. As an educator, 
Mr. Mansib through his 
London Academy opens 
the portals of learning and 
move learners out of the 
confines of a 'classroom' and 
bring desirable dynamics 
in education by way of 
revolutionizing the existing 
practices.

London Academy
Headquartered in London, 
this academy was set up 
in 2008 in Qatar, with the 
motive to address the 
challenges faced by the 
customer in this fast-paced 
world. This is what makes 
the Academy an effective 
tutoring center. London 
Academy tutors develop 
advanced knowledge, skills 
and mindsets needed to 
be professionally groomed 
as global teachers, highly 
effective mentors and 
trainers.  They are provided 
with opportunities to 
practice, observe, coach, 
and study. 

The aim of this institution 
is to provide integrated 
solutions in the education 
and social development 
field, provide a rich, 
stimulating environment, 
which will enable the 
students to be confident and 
enthusiastic learners with 
the end goal to accomplish 
their professional objectives.

Motto
London Academy focusses 
on providing superior quality 
education, to empower 
students to acquire and 
value knowledge, help them 
participate in and contribute 
to the world that will best 
serve the country in the 
coming time.

The mission of LA is to 
provide a quality inclusive 
learning environment to their 
students, which enhances 
the skills which are required 
for achievement in the 
competitive examinations, 
build up reasonable systems 
and respects which will 
enable them to act with 
mindfulness and humankind.

Forte of LA
Mr. Ibrahim believes that 
any tutorial system aims 
at fulfilling specific needs 
according to individual 
preference as opposed to 
classroom teaching wherein 
the teaching and learning 
process happens in a group 
setting. This same strategy is 
applied in London Academy 
and this is what makes it 
a renowned brand in the 
field of education. At LA, 
each student is allowed 
to exercise his freedom 
academically and direct 
one’s own learning. The 
courses are designed in 
such a way and Tutors are 

Mansib Ibrahim  

An Academician with 
a Refined Vision

FEATURE STORY
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trained to help students 
in developing useful 
transferable skills such 
as independent thinking, 
confidence and self 
-reliance.

Tutors- As every student 
is unique and the same 
goes for a tutor. LA takes a 
lot of consideration while 
coordinating a new student 
with a teacher whose 
behaviour matches with the 
student and who can easily 
guide them and help in their 
examinations in the best 
possible way that could be 
available. London Academy 
has a strong faculty from 
different countries who are 
experts in their respective 
areas and act as not only 
tutors but also as facilitators 
and mentors.

Apart from academic 
qualifications, a good tutor is 
an incredible communicator 
who owns the mystique 
and energy which can 
motivate young minds. To 
make London Academy 
tutors more inspiring than 
the others, Mr. Mansib 
coordinates the common 
mind level of the students 
with those of the tutor. 
Well qualified teachers are 
selected as career tutors, 
who are well versed in 
particular subject and also 
have relevant experience. 
They are selected based on 
two rounds of tutor-training 
to fortify their regular fitness 
and furnish them with 
the skills to give the best 
possible education. 

Home tuitions are also 
provided to students 
and the same pattern 
of learning is followed 
there too. The spotlight of 
London Academy is its 1:1 
Student Teacher ratio. It is 
a very personalized and 

customized form of tutoring 
where the entire focus of 
the tutor is on one student, 
which helps both the teacher 
and the student to stay on 
task, eliminate distraction 
and allow uninterrupted 
learning and teaching.  
Tutors customize strategies 
according to each student’s 
learning level and style and 
this program is designed 
catering to the individual’s 
academic needs.

Courses- Every course has a 
different method of learning 
as all the courses vary 
according to the subject. 
LA aims for a simpler 
system with students at the 
centre stage. The courses 
are designed in such a 
way that it challenges the 
existing knowledge and 
advance student’s potential 
understanding.

London Academy provides 
tutoring to students between 
the ages of 5-17 (from 
Kindergarten to 12yrs) on 
all subjects. The course 
covers all aspects of the 
English language that a 
student need to learn and 
understand at school. The 
course schedule is designed 
by keeping in mind the 
pace of every student that 
how much they grasp it. A 
student can begin at any 
level within this course, as 
per the student’s current 
ability and knowledge. A free 
initial assessment is given to 
all children which helps the 
tutor to identify the areas 
where attention is required. 
After assessment every 
student will be assigned to 
the particular level course as 
per their assessment results.

IELTS Preparation- The 
courses of IELTS preparation 
are conducted in one-
on-one or group classes. 

These classes provide clear 
pattern of exam and its 
scoring, and it also guides 
the students by providing 
sample exercises of each; 
speaking, reading, listening 
and writing, and along with 
explaining relevant tips and 
techniques.

A Diverse Academy 
of Excellence
London Academy is one of 
the most renowned training 
centers in Qatar offering 
high-class home tuitions. 
They have a dedicated 
team who cater to the exact 
educational needs of young 
people. They are committed 
to brighten their future 
by rendering systematic 
coaching methods. These 
outstanding private tuitions 
ensure that students have 
the benefit of great teaching 
and the skills that they need 
to succeed at their own 
prestigious schools.

From the initial admission 
process, through exceptional 
coaching, guidance, 
completing curriculum 
and beyond, the students 
are provided with all kind 
of support to ensure they 
are comfortable with 
the sessions, attaining 
knowledge and preparing 
for the examinations. 
Their structure keeps 
the students and parents 
informed and connected 
about the progress of 
learning. London Academy 
believes in student’s ability 
to succeed and that is the 
most powerful thing they do 
in their academy. At London 
Academy Qatar, educators 
guide students to discover a 
world of possibilities within 
themselves with the support 
of diverse faculty members 
which is truly unconditional.

FEATURE STORY
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Entrusted with expert panel 
of teachers; involving in 
systematic Continuing 
Progress Analysis (CPA); 
organizing Separate batches 
for Girls and Boys with 
Male and Female teachers; 
providing special coaching 
for below average level 
students; conducting 
brainstorming sessions 
and arranging convenient 
schedules makes London 
Academy Qatar the most 
renowned tuition center in 
the country. 

The Man with a 
Mission and Vision
With a Master’s degree in 
Mathematics, Mr. Mansib 
had a humble beginning 
as an Academician, where 
he conducted coaching 
classes and tuitions for the 
students in Kerala, India.  
His career pathway took a 
turn, when this, ambitious 
young man decided to 
move to the Middle East 
in 2008 and within a short 
span of time, Mr. Ibrahim 
gained a reputation in the 
Qatari community that 
few expatriates could ever 
dream of.  He started chain 
of premium learning centers 
catering to the educational 
needs of the elite Qatari 
families who were keen on 
providing their children a 
world class education. Mr. 
Mansib’s hardwork paved 
way and he carved a niche 
for himself in the educational 
field by being the Founder of 
London Academy to Director 
of CCCI (Crescent Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry). 
His practical methods of 
teaching and innovative 
approach to education 
won him a place in the 
community.  

An Educational Entrepreneur 

with a mission and a vision, 
Mr. Mansib aims to make 
a difference in the lives of 
the younger generation. 
He believes that education 
should not be just limited 
to the classroom. Educators 
should incorporate ‘Blended 
Learning’ (A balanced blend 
of traditional classroom 
learning and Virtual teaching 
methods) which will provide 
better learning experience 
to the students, thereby 
connecting them with the 
family, school  as well as the 
real world.

A name synonymous of 
‘Quality Education’, Mr. 
Ibrahim believes that the 
power of education, his 
love of teaching, his unique 
style and his outstanding 
entrepreneurship made him 
a great educator. For his 
dedicated passion towards 
teaching, Mr. Ibrahim even 
designed an exclusive 
tutoring pattern wherein he 
assured excellent education 
delivered by exceptional 
teachers handpicked and 
mentored by himself from 
across the world.

Turn Obstacles 
into Opportunities
Any industry has its own 
challenges and Mr. Mansib 
too had his share of ups and 
downs when he migrated 
to Qatar with the sole 
purpose of ‘Enlightening 
lives through Education’.  His 
challenges were regards 
to dealing with diversified 
client needs, engaging the 
learners, imparting skill 
application of the tutors, 
delivering consistent 
tutoring, quantifying and 
tracking progress.  But, Mr. 
Mansib believed that it is 
often our most challenging 
moments in life that offer us 

the greatest opportunities to 
grow and expand.  Shifting 
his focus to gain new 
experience, Mr.  Mansib 
initially started off with 
tuition classes and slowly 
through references and his 
customized techniques, 
gained reputation among 
the Royal families. With 
appropriate systems and 
policies in place, Mr. Mansib 
was able to eliminate most 
of the challenges and 
triumph in his purpose 
creating a brand for himself. 
Today, he shines as a perfect 
example of how one can 
think differently and work 
distinctively to create an 
identity of his own.

A Distinguished 
Scholar
As an Educator, Mr. Mansib 
focusses more on practical 
learning rather than 
theoretical learning. Through 
his Academy, he helps 
students to identify their 
potentialities, implement 
knowledge to face lives 
challenges. It is Mansib’s 
approach towards learning, 
which makes him notable 
among various academicians 
in Qatar. In lieu of his 
recognitions, he has been 
awarded with a honorary 
doctorate for social work 
from Indian Peace University. 
He is also frequently invited 
by other countries to share 
the success story of London 
Academy and inspire young 
minds.

FEATURE STORY
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E-learning: 
Technological 
Advancement in 
Education Sector:
With time, the education 
system has grown drastically. 
We get to see more 
technology in classrooms 
lately and the curriculum 
has been designed 
based on the needs of 
the students. In recent 
times, advancement in 
computerized tutoring have 
been replacing the human 
tutorial system. But, Mr. 
Mansib remains unaffected 
by this latest technology and 
opines the fact that even 
if computerized tutoring 
spreads far and wide, it 
wouldn’t overtake human 
tutoring. He believes that 
human contact makes 
better learning and it cannot 
be replaced by any other 
technologies. Instead, he 
makes better use of this 
technology by implementing 
Artificial intelligence and 
Machine learning to improve 
the quality of education. Mr. 
Mansib purports that Artificial 
Intelligence can truly make 
education a lot more flexible 
and perceptive. AI improves 
the learning experience in 
this modern era where there 
is short attention span. The 
scope is to utilize electronic 
technologies to access 
educational curriculum 
outside of a traditional 
classroom. Teachers, 
through the use of AI will 

have a significant part in 
delivering and improving the 
learning experience for the 
students.

Learning by Giving
Mr. Ibrahim believes in the 
‘Art of Giving’, be it imparting 
knowledge or providing 
Financial aids. He serves 
as the Executive member 
in Healthcare foundation in 
Qatar and provides financial 
assistance to the needy 
ones. He is also part of 
a school in Kerala which 
provides free education for 
differently abled students. 
This school is run on the 
various donations from 
generous minds across 
the globe. Apart from this, 
Mr. Mansib also takes part 
in various Gulf expatriates 
programmes in Qatar and 
provide assistance to less 
privileged family in all 
possible way.

On the Table-  
Future Prospects
London Academy testifies 
Mr. Mansib’s vision of 
how tutoring services 
should be in a world of 
rapidly changing trends 
in education. His focus is 
on ways to improve and 
expand this system across 
the world. Mr. Mansib’s 
action plan includes setting 
up International school, 
soft skills training centers, 
professional development 
centers throughout the 
Middle East to a global 
perspective which will 
further enhance his skills 
and broaden his identity as 
an Academician, thereby 
changing the lives of young 
minds. In addition, Mr. 
Mansib is researching on the 
areas where he can explore 

the distinctive skills of the 
enthusiastic new generation 
teachers to other arenas as 
well. He also aims to begin 
a startup similar to London 
Academy in Kerala, where 
students will have easy 
access to customized based 
learning techniques.

A Testimonial to 
Learn
According to Mr. Mansib, 
a teacher requires nobility, 
determination, empathy, 
conscientiousness, 
creativeness, genuineness, 
courteousness and 
intuitiveness.  He assumes 
that the personality traits of 
a person go a long way in 
determining how successful 
he is and all the above 
traits has tremendously 
exemplified him as an 
individual. His practical 
methods of teaching 
and innovative approach 
towards education won him 
an unmatchable place in 
the community which not 
many could have easily 
accomplished.

Mr. Mansib believes that 
each child is gifted in 
some or the other way. The 
potentiality lies in identifying 
the underneath passion and 
nurturing it to success. He 
truly believes in what Author 
Paulo Coelho quotes in his 
book Alchemist,    “When 
you want something, all the 
universe conspires in helping 
you to achieve it”.

He urges parents to not 
pressurize their children and 
judge them on the basis 
of scores and percentage. 
Instead, help them to identify 
their hidden talent, provide 
maximum support and guide 
them to achieve what they 
aim for.

FEATURE STORY
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Dubai: 
Prominent 
Muslim 
Scholar and 
Motivational 

Speaker from Zimbabwe, 
Ismail Ibn Musa Menk, 
launched his second book 
“Motivational Moments II” in 
Dubai on Saturday.

In a simple launch affair, 
Mufti Menk spoke about 
his motivational book and 
its contents. Mufti Menk 
decided to release a sequel 
regarding the hugely 
popular compilation of his 
own quotes “Motivational 
Moments” (500-quote 
compilation), which was first 
published in 2017.

The book was launched 
in association with 
BookKonceptz Dubai, the 
exclusive global distributor 
of both his books. The 
launch was a grand success 
and despite being a private 
gathering, the ballroom 
was packed and there was 
an overwhelming response 
by the well-wishers. 
People were also given the 
opportunity to meet and 

Dubai: Prominent Muslim Scholar and 
Motivational Speaker from Zimbabwe

accept correction. Urging 
Muslims to tackle growing 
Islamophobia with positivity, 
Mufti says: “There is no quick 
fix for Islamophobia. We 
need to continuously and 
consistently promote the 
goodness, the tolerance, 
harmony and positive 
messages of Islam to prove 
that those small numbers 
who are perpetrating crimes 
in the name of Islam are 
actually not following the 
true teachings of Islam.”

Mufti Menk respects all 
sects of religion. He believes 
that for a peaceful world 
everyone should work 
together towards achieving 
it. Apart from differentiating 
people based on caste, 
one should focus more on 
coexistence for a better 
nation.

"I have read a lot of books by 
non-Muslims, but I realized 
that fewer non-Muslims read 
books written by Muslim. I 
thought this must change, 
and that there needs to be 
a topic of relevance, which 
is written in a way that 
takes into consideration 
all of humanity because 
people across the globe 
are brothers and sisters in 
humanity”.

Mufti Menk uses Social 
Media consistently to guide 
people of all faiths towards 
great mannerisms and 
beautiful conduct, reaching 
out to one another, respect 
and tolerance and for a non-
judgemental attitude. He has 
almost 9 million followers 
across social media. A quick 
search revealed that he has 
a large number of prominent 
non-Muslim followers. His 
retweets, likes, shares, and 
views usually go into the 
millions. Due to its huge 
success, Menk decided to 

greet Mufti Menk during the 
book signing session.  For 
easy access, the e-books 
are also available online for 
people to download.

Mufti Menk is a leader 
in a multi-faith country, 
who strives to create a 
better understanding 
between people of different 
faiths, cultures, races 
and inclinations. He has 
endeared himself to millions 
of people of all walks of life 
by keeping his quotes as real 
as possible "cutting across 
all faiths". His much loved 
annual lecture series, a Mufti 
Menk trademark has also 
gained popularity. He travels 
the world spreading a simple 
but profound message: “Do 
good, help others while 
preparing for the Hereafter”.

He is active in the 
international arena and is a 
strong proponent of peace 
and justice, guiding people 
away from terrorism and 
extremism.

His personable style and 
down to earth approach 
has made him one of the 
most sought-after scholars 
in our time. A unique 
quality he possesses is his 
preparedness to embrace 
positive change and 

FEATURE STORY
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compile his ideas and turn it 
into a book.

"I now have thousands of 
quotes, as I write three 
to four quotes on a daily 
basis. These are based 
on the work I do as a life 
coach and counsellor. And 
because I am involved in 
social guidance for many 
years now, it has given me a 
chance to meet innumerable 
people with diff erent 
issues. 95 to 98 per cent 
of the quotes are relevant 
to people of all faiths, 
inclinations and races."

The content of the book 
includes quotes based on 
the happenings of any day 
or week in Mufti’s life. He 
then divided the quotes 
based on various themes. 
In the fi rst book, the themes 
included patience, tackling 
sadness, forgiveness, love, 
loyalty, repentance, career, 
kindness and self-worth. In 
accordance with the fi rst 
part, the second book also 
refl ects similar themes, 
such as hope, patience, 
forgiveness, sincerity and 
repentance. The second 
book also includes a small 
section of quotes from Mufti 
Menk's followers on social 
media.

Some of the famous quotes by 
Mufti Menk are:

"Stop judging and 
questioning someone's 
intention. So much goodwill 
is lost when we do that. 
Instead, be honest and try 
to empathise with people. 
Always think good thoughts 
and follow through with 
good actions. It makes for a 
much more pleasant life all 
around!"

"When you want to correct 
others, you have to do 
it gently without being 

distasteful. Sometimes when 
you give advice, people 
become more aggressive 
& even worse off  than they 
were before you gave 
them advice because of 
the way you did it. Choose 
the kindest words and be 
sincere!"

"There’s no room for 
arrogance in your heart. 
Don’t ever feel the need to 
look down on someone, 
not for anything that the 
Almighty has bestowed on 
you; wealth, status, power, 
children, good looks etc. 
Remember the Lord of the 
Worlds can change your 
fortune in the blink of an eye"

"At times, we condemn good 
people because we disagree 
with them over a few issues. 
We refuse to see the good 
they’re doing. Disagreements 
do not automatically make a 
person extreme, bad or evil. 
Learn to distinguish between 
the one who respectfully 
disagrees & the one who is 
evil!"

“Don't let past mistakes 
make you lose hope of 
achieving good. Some of 
those with the worst past 
have made a great future for 
themselves.”

“Obstacles on our path are 
some of the tests of life. They 
make us stronger, better 
people and open up doors 
we had never imagined.”

According to Mufti, both 
his books are a must read 
because he believes that 
all the themes in the book 
are needed by humanity 
today. One is in search of 
contentment, happiness, 
motivation constantly. We 
want solutions to our issues, 
and to get rid of our sadness. 
For such inspirational 
rejuvenation, Motivational 

Moments (I and II) are a must 
read.

Mufti Menk's witty 
comments and open-
minded and friendly 
approach makes him very 
popular among his students. 
Many young scholars 
have been inspired by his 
style, approach and way 
of delivering messages 
which are always consistent 
and presented in a very 
approachable manner.

The online hashtag 
#lovepreacher brings 
up most of Mufti Menk's 
teachings. This speaks 
volumes about his concerted 
eff ort and dedication to 
combatting hate and 
whatever is associated with 
it.

Mufti Menk has played a 
pivotal role in the global 
war on extremism by 
maintaining a very balanced 
approach and educating 
the Muslims who look up 
to him regarding their duty 
to respect people of other 
faiths and inclinations.

Mufti Menk says humanity 
has more in common than 
diff erences and there is a 
need to focus more on its 
common heritage.

Mufti Menk is named as 
one of the ‘Top 500 Most 
Infl uential Muslims’ in the 
World by the Royal Islamic 
Strategic Studies Centre 
based in Jordan.

Mufti Menk holds a 
Doctorate degree in 
Social Guidance from 
Aldersgate University 
which was awarded to him 
in lieu of achievements in 
his professional journey, 
exceptional intellectual and 
artistic achievements and his 
extraordinary contributions 
to the society.

FEATURE STORY
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Road trip movie 
"Green Book" 
triumphed 
over "Roma" 
to win the 

best picture Oscar, denying 
Netflix bragging rights as 
the first streaming service to 
beat Hollywood at its own 
game. 
 
Mexican director Alfonso 
Cuaron was chosen as 
best director for "Roma," 
his sentimental black-and-

"It's genuinely quite stressful! 
This is hilarious," said a visibly 
shocked Colman. "Glenn 
Close - you have been my 
idol for so long, and this is 
not how I wanted it to be," 
she told her fellow actress, 
sitting in the audience. 
 
Rami Malek won for 
his role as late Queen 
frontman Freddie Mercury 
in 21st Century Fox musical 
"Bohemian Rhapsody." The 
film was the biggest overall 
winner, with four Oscars, and 
it also stamped its mark on 
the show when the group 
became the first rock band 
to open an Academy Awards 
show. 
 
"I may not have been the 
obvious choice, but I guess it 
worked out," said Malek, who 
had been favored to win the 
award.

OSCARS NOT SO 
WHITE
It was also a big night for 
diversity, with Oscars going 
to black supporting actors 
Mahershala Ali and Regina 
King, while Spike Lee won 
for adapted screenplay 
for his Ku Klux Klan movie 
"BlacKkKLansman." Malek 
was born in the United 
States to Egyptian parents.  
 
"Black Panther," with a 
predominantly black cast, 
came away with three 
Oscars, including costume 
design, for its vision of a 
fictional glorious African 
kingdom of Wakanda. 
 
"Green Book" a Universal 
Pictures film about an 
unlikely friendship between 
a black pianist and his white 
driver touring the segregated 
U.S. South in the 1960s, also 

OSCAR

'Green Book' denies Netflix 
top Oscar on night of music 
and diversity

white journey back to his 
childhood, and the film won 
two other Oscars, including 
for best foreign language. 
 
In the biggest upset of 
the night, Britain's Olivia 
Colman won her first Oscar 
for her role as petulant 
monarch Queen Anne in Fox 
Searchlight period comedy 
"The Favourite," beating 
presumed front-runner 
Glenn Close, who starred in 
"The Wife."
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won for original screenplay 
and supporting actor for Ali. 
 
The wins came despite a 
slew of negative publicity 
around both "Green Book" 
and "Bohemian Rhapsody" in 
recent months. 
 
The family of the late pianist 
Dr. Don Shirley has said that 
his portrayal in "Green Book" 
contained inaccuracies, 
and in January accusations 
surfaced of sexual 
impropriety by director Peter 
Farrelly in the 1990s. Farrelly 
apologized for his conduct. 
 
"I think we brought great 
honor to Dr. Shirley," 
screenwriter Nick Vallelonga 
told reporters about the 
criticism. 
 
"Bohemian Rhapsody 
director Bryan Singer was 
accused in January of 
sexual misconduct involving 
underage men in the 1990s. 
 
Singer issued a statement 
denying the accusations.  
 
The Oscar ceremony went 
ahead without a host for 
the first time since 1989 
and instead was filled 
with powerhouse music 
performances from Queen, 
Bette Midler and Jennifer 
Hudson. Lady Gaga and 
Bradley Cooper performed 
an intimate duet of "Shallow" 
from "A Star is Born," which 
brought Gaga her first Oscar. 
 
"I have worked hard for a 
long time and it's not about 
winning, it's about not giving 
up," said a tearful Gaga. 
"It's not about how many 
times you get rejected. ... It's 
about how many times you 
are brave and you keep on 
going."
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The Oscars, or Academy Awards, 
the highest honours in the movie 
industry, were handed out at a 

ceremony on Sunday in Hollywood. 
 
Following is a list of winners in key 
categories: 
 
 
Best Picture 
"Green Book" 
 
 
Best Actor 
Rami Malek - "Bohemian Rhapsody" 
 
 
Best Actress 
Olivia Colman - "The Favourite" 
 
 
Best Director 
Alfonso Cuaron - "Roma" 
 
 
Best Supporting Actor 
Mahershala Ali - "Green Book" 
 
 
Best Supporting Actress 
Regina King - "If Beale Street Could 
Talk" 
 
 
Best Original Screenplay 
"Green Book" 
 
 
Best Adapted Screenplay 
"BlacKkKlansman" 
 
 
Best Animated Film 
"Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse" 
 
 
Best Documentary Film 
"Free Solo" 
 
 
Best Foreign Language Film 
"Roma" - Mexico 
 
 
Best Original Song 
"Shallow" - "A Star is Born"

OSCAR

The 2019 Oscars were a win for films telling stories 
from a range of racial and cultural perspectives, 
marking a major shift three years after the 

movie industry's top awards show was slammed for 
overlooking work by nonwhite artists. 
 
"Green Book," a film about racial injustice in the 
segregated U.S. South in the 1960s, took best picture, 
the night's top prize. In his acceptance speech, director 
Peter Farrelly said the film, about a black pianist and his 
white driver, was "about loving each other despite our 
differences."

A black superhero action flick. A film about an indigenous 
maid in Mexico. A portrayal of a gay, immigrant rock star. 
Spike Lee's first Oscar.

OSCARS DIVERSITY
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"Green Book" won three 
awards, as did "Roma," a 
black-and-white, Spanish-
language film about an 
indigenous housemaid, 
and "Black Panther," a 
Marvel superhero movie 
with an almost entirely 
black cast. Spike Lee's 
"BlacKkKlansman," about a 
black detective who goes 
undercover with the Ku Klux 
Klan, also was honoured.

"It's a real breakthrough that 
any film about race gets to 
win," Kevin Willmott, who is 
African-American and was 
one of the BlacKkKlansman 
writers who won an Oscar 
for the screenplay, said 
backstage.  
 
"When I first started in the 
industry, it was really bad. 
And we've come a long way 
since then."  
 
Mahershala Ali, one of the 
stars of "Green Book," was 
one of two black actors to 
claim acting prizes, taking 
home the best supporting 
actor trophy. Regina King, 
who played a protective 
mother in "If Beale Street 
Could Talk," claimed the 
supporting actress award. 
 
Rami Malek, whose parents 
immigrated from Egypt to 
the United States, took home 
the best actor prize for his 
turn as Freddie Mercury in 
"Bohemian Rhapsody." He 
noted backstage that as a 
child he felt sceptical about 
his prospects in Hollywood 
because of his cultural 
background. 
 
"I never saw anyone in 
a lead role that looked 
like me," he said. Spike 
Lee, the acclaimed black 
director, took home his first 
Oscar on Sunday, a best 
adapted screenplay prize 

diversify its membership.

"They opened up the 
Academy to make the 
Academy look more like 
America," Lee said, noting 
wins on Sunday by black 
women including Ruth E. 
Carter and Hannah Beachler, 
the costume designer 
and production designer, 
respectively, for "Black 
Panther." 
 
Mexico's Alfonso Cuaron, 
who won the directing, 
cinematography and foreign 
film prizes for his film "Roma," 
thanked the Academy in 
his speech for recognising 
a film with a lead character 
"that has historically been 
relegated to the background 
of cinema." 
 
Backstage, however, 
he noted that Hispanic 
Americans are "really badly 
represented still" in film roles. 
 
Also backstage, King 
noted the broad support 
she received for her 
performance, but said of 
Hollywood that "we're still 
trying to get more reflective. 
Still trying to get there."

for "BlacKkKlansman," after 
a career that has spanned 
decades and included a 
famous Oscar loss in 1989 
for his film "Do The Right 
Thing."

Backstage, Lee sipped 
champagne and said he 
would not have won an 

"I never saw 
anyone in a lead 
role that looked 

like me,"  
-Rami Malek

Oscar on Sunday had it not 
been for the #OscarSoWhite 
campaign that erupted 
in 2015 and 2016, and for 
Cheryl Boone Isaacs, the 
former Academy president 
who oversaw efforts to 
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British rock 
band Queen, 
featuring 
"American 
Idol" star 

Adam Lambert as lead 
vocalist, opened the first 
hostless Oscars show in 
30 years on Sunday with a 
rollicking performance that 
brought the Dolby Theatre's 
celebrity crowd to its feet. 
 
Queen's turn at the Academy 
Awards marked the first time 
that the U.S. film industry's 
highest honours were kicked 
off by a rock band and 
set the tone for a telecast 
punctuated with memorable 
musical moments and major 
recording stars. 
 
The two active, surviving 
musicians from Queen's 
original lineup - guitarist 
Brian May and drummer 
Roger Taylor - joined 
Lambert, filling in as 

frontman for the late Freddie 
Mercury, to play two of the 
band's greatest hits: "We Will 
Rock You" and "We Are the 
Champions."

The familiar guitar and 
drum riffs brought the star-
studded theatre audience 
out of its chairs, with many 
of the Hollywood luminaries 
singing along.  
 
It also foreshadowed a 
big night for "Bohemian 
Rhapsody," the hit film about 
Mercury and Queen that was 
nominated for best picture. 
It ended up winning in four 
other categories, including 
best actor for Rami Malek's 
portrayal of Mercury.  
 
Launching the ABC telecast 
with a live rock act was an 
unprecedented choice that 
came about after comedian 
Kevin Hart, originally picked 

to host the show, bowed out 
because of a furor over past 
homophobic material in his 
standup act and tweets. 
 
Hart's withdrawal in 
December left the Oscars 
without a master of 
ceremonies for the first time 
since 1989. That year, the 
broadcast opened with an 
11-minute song-and-dance 
number, widely derided by 
critics, featuring Rob Lowe 
and an actress dressed as 
Snow White.

OSCARS BORROW 
GRAMMY VIBE
In recent years, the opening 
monologue of the Oscar host 
has become a platform for 
gags and jokes lampooning 
politicians and Hollywood. 
 
Instead, producers placed 
greater emphasis this year 
on musical performances 
and quick stage cameos 
by celebrity guests ranging 
from singer-actresses Barbra 
Streisand and Jennifer 
Lopez to tennis champion 
Serena Williams and U.S. 
Congressman John Lewis. 
 
Comic actor Keegan-
Michael Key was lowered 
to the stage on fly wires to 
introduce Bette Midler's 
rendition of "The Place 
Where Lost Things Go," 
from the film "Mary Poppins 
Returns." Jennifer Hudson 
performed "I'll Fight," from 
the documentary about 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, "RBG." 
 
And actor-director Bradley 
Cooper joined his co-star, 
Lady Gaga, in climbing the 
steps from the audience to 
the stage for an intimately 
rendered duet of "Shallow," 
from their film remake of "A 

OSCAR

Rock band Queen plus Adam Lambert 
open first hostless Oscars in 30 years
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Star is Born." The song, which Gaga 
co-wrote, won for best original song.  
 
But the opening strains of "We 
Will Rock You" were perhaps the 
most riveting musically, a moment 
as worthy of the Grammys as the 
Oscars.

Lambert first appeared with 
Queen's May and Taylor in 2009 
as a contestant on the hit talent 
show "American Idol" when he 
performed two of the band's hits 
on that program. The trio went on 
to collaborate occasionally in 2011 
and have since toured repeatedly 
together as Queen + Adam Lambert. 
 
Oscar producers, anxious to boost 
viewership after a record low U.S. TV 
audience in 2018, also were under 
pressure to keep the telecast within 
its three-hour designated time slot. It 
ended up running about 20 minutes 
over. 
 
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences was counting on the 
box office popularity of several of 
the most nominated films this year - 
including "Black Panther," "Bohemian 
Rhapsody" and "A Star is Born" - to 
help reinvigorate the show. 
 
Months ago, the academy 
abandoned an ill-fated plan to 
create a new category of best 
"popular" movie as a way of boosting 
Oscar ratings.  
 
Despite the lack of an official show 
host, Maya Rudolph got in some jabs 
as she took the stage with two fellow 
actress- comedians - Tina Fey and 
Amy Poehler - to present the night's 
first award, to Regina King as best 
supporting actress for her role in "If 
Beale Street Could Talk." 
 
"There is no host tonight, there won't 
be a popular movie category, and 
Mexico is not paying for the wall," 
Rudolph deadpanned, skewering the 
academy as well as U.S. President 
Donald Trump's campaign promise 
to build a southern U.S. border wall 
at Mexico's expense.

Colombian singer Shakira has been called to appear 
in a Spanish court on June 12 to face accusations of 
failing to pay 14.5 million euros (12.5 million pounds) in 
tax, the court in the Catalonia region said. 
 

A court statement dated Jan. 22 summoning her was published.

Prosecutors filed charges in December claiming Shakira had 
failed to pay tax on income earned between 2012 and 2014, 
during which time they say she lived in the region.  
 
Shakira's representatives said in a statement after the accusation 
was filed that the singer did not live in Spain until 2015 and had 
met all of her tax obligations.  
 
The singer of "Hips Don't Lie" and "Clandestino" regularly attends 
football matches of her partner, Gerard Pique, who plays for 
Barcelona. Pique and Shakira, a couple since the start of the 
decade, have two children.  
 
Spanish authorities have pursued other major celebrities over tax. 
 
Pique's Argentinian Barcelona teammate Lionel Messi was found 
guilty, along with his father, of a 4.1 million euro tax fraud in 2016 
and was fined 250,000 euros as well as paying back the missing 
tax plus interest. 
 
Portuguese international Cristiano Ronaldo, who left Real Madrid 
for Juventus this year, was fined a total of almost 19 million euros 
for tax fraud.

Singer Shakira to face tax fraud 
accusation in Spanish court

ENTERTAINMENT NEWS
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Amazon adds 
former PepsiCo 
CEO Indra Nooyi 
to board

Amazon.com Inc it 
appointed former 

PepsiCo Inc Chief Executive 
Officer Indra Nooyi as 
a director, making 
her the second 
woman to be 
named to the 
e-commerce 
giant's board 
the company 
named 
Starbucks 
Corp's Chief 
Operating Officer 
Rosalind Brewer as 
a director, the second 
black woman to serve on 
its board. 
 
Amazon's eleven-member 
board now has five women 
including Nooyi, Brewer, 

Australia's 
TPG to take 
$163 million in 
writedowns after 
halts Huawei-
supplied 
mobile 
network

Australia's 
TPG 

Telecom Ltd 
it will take 
A$228 million 
($163 million) 
in writedowns 
in its first-half 
results after halting 
its mobile network rollout 
due to a ban on the use of 
equipment from Huawei 

Jamie Gorelick, Judith 
McGrath and Patricia 
Stonesifer. The company 
last year said women and 
minorities are to be among 
its board nominees as part 
of a new policy to increase 
diversity on its board. 
 

Nooyi, who will be 
part of the audit 

committee of 
Amazon's board, 
stepped down 
as the CEO 
of PepsiCo in 
October 2018 
and as the 
chairman of 

the beverage-
and-snack maker 

earlier this year.  
 

She has been granted 549 
shares of common stock 
of the company, which will 
vest in three equal annual 
installments beginning on 
May 15, 2020.

It will also reduce the value 
of its mobile network assets 
by A$76 million, and take 
other writedowns to the 
value of A$60 million. 
 
TPG said it expected the 
spectrum licenses and 
mobile network assets to 
complement the Vodafone 
network, but would take the 
writedowns as the proposed 
merger remains subject to 
approval. 
 
The move would not 
affect its 2019 full-year 
earnings before interest, 
tax, depreciation and 
amortization forecast on 
a business as usual basis, 
which it put at A$800 
million to A$820 million last 
September.

Technologies Co Ltd. 
 
TPG said it had abandoned 
construction of the network 
because it relied on 
equipment from China's 

Huawei that has been 
banned by Australia's 

government on 
security grounds. 

 
TPG, which 
is awaiting 
regulatory 
approval for 
a proposed 
merger with 

the Australian 
arm of Britain's 

Vodafone Group 
PLC, said it will reduce 

the value of its spectrum 
licenses by A$92 million.

Huawei, the world's biggest 
telecoms equipment maker, 
has been under intense 
scrutiny since the arrest 
of its chief financial officer, 
Meng Wanzhou, in Canada. 
The United States has put 
pressure on nations to 
restrict market access to 
Huawei over allegations 
that China could use its 
equipment for espionage.

NEWS
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Amazon to offer 
more than 1,000 
apprenticeships 
in Britain

Online retailer Amazon 
will create more than 

1,000 apprenticeship roles 
in Britain over the next 
two years, indicating 
the country's 
imminent 
departure from 
the European 
Union is not 
deterring it 
from investing. 
 
With only 
31 days until 
Britain is due 
to quit the world's 
biggest trading bloc, 
UK lawmakers are deeply 
divided over how, or even 
whether, the country should 
leave. 
 
British retailers' investment 
plans are the lowest in 
seven years ahead of 
Brexit, and job cuts in the 
sector have gathered pace, 
according to a survey from 

French group 
Thales sees more 
profit growth in 
2019 as earnings 
rise

French defence 
electronics group Thales 

forecast higher sales and 
profits for 2019 as it posted a 
rise in its full-year earnings. 
 
Thales' 2018 earnings before 
interest and tax (EBIT) 
climbed 23 percent from 
a year ago to 1.685 billion 
euros (1.46 billion pounds), 

the Confederation of British 
Industry.

Amazon said the new 
apprentices would add to 
more than 27,500 permanent 
employees currently in 
Britain. 
 

Last June, the 
group said it was 

committed to 
the country. It 

added more 
than 2,500 
permanent 
jobs in Britain 
in 2018. 
 

Once qualified, 
the apprentices 

will work across 
Amazon UK 

corporate and operations 
sites, including its UK head 
office in London and three 
development centres in 
Edinburgh, Cambridge in 
eastern England and in the 
capital where teams work on 
innovations including Alexa, 
machine learning, Prime 
Video, Prime Air and Amazon 
advanced distribution 
centres.

The group - which provides 
military radar, civil air traffic 
control systems and rail 
infrastructure - is in the 
process of buying chipmaker 
Gemalto for 4.8 billion euros 
to become a leading player 
in digital security. 
 
Thales expected to finalise 
the Gemalto deal in March. 
 
"The integration of Gemalto, 
which we have been 
actively preparing for over 
a year, will in the coming 
weeks consolidate our 
position as a global leader 
in digital security," said 
Thales chairman and chief 
executive Patrice Caine. 
 
Analysts had on average 
been expecting 1.635 billion 
euros of EBIT on revenues 
of 16.072 billion euros, 
according to Refinitiv Eikon 
data. 
 
Thales' intake of fresh 
orders rose 9 percent to 
16.034 billion euros, after 
accelerating in the fourth 
quarter due to higher 
defence and security 
spending by clients.

NEWS

while sales rose 4.1 percent 
to 15.86 billion euros. 
 
For 2019, Thales forecast 
EBIT between 1.78-1.8 billion 
euros. 
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Hyundai Mobis to 
spend $2.3 billion 
on shareholder 
returns, name heir 
apparent as new 
CEO

Hyundai Mobis Co Ltd, an auto parts affiliate of 
Hyundai Motor Co, Announced a plan to offer 
shareholder returns worth 2.6 trillion won over the 

next three years and to appoint group heir apparent Euisun 
Chung as chief executive. 
 
The plan comes after Chung early in January pledged to 
complete a restructuring of South Korea's second-biggest 
conglomerate, which is widely expected to pave the way 
for him to formally succeed his octogenarian father as 
head of the group. 
 
Last year, the group's plan to overhaul its ownership 
structure was shelved following opposition from U.S. 
hedge fund Elliott Management Corp. The plan by Hyundai 
Mobis includes dividends worth 1.1 trillion won, a buyback 
of stocks worth 1 trillion won and a cancellation of 460 
billion won worth of shares. 
 
The parts supplier also said it will appoint Opel former 
Chief Executive Karl-Thomas Neumann as an outside 
board director.

Swatch says 
Samsung's 
smart 
watch faces 
breached its 
trademark
Swatch Group has filed a 

complaint against Samsung 
Electronics Co and Samsung 

Electronics America Inc, saying the 
two companies infringed its trademark 
on designs for downloadable smart 
watch faces. 
 
The Swiss watchmaker said the Korean 
companies' watch faces that "bear 
identical or virtually identical marks," 
to the trademarks it owns and uses 
on its brands which include Longines, 
Omega, Swatch, and Tissot. 
 
"This unabashed copying of the 
Trademarks can have only one 
purpose to trade off the fame, 
reputation, and goodwill of the 
Swatch Group Companies' products 
and marks built painstakingly over 
decades," Swatch Group said in a filing 
to the court in the Southern District of 
New York. 
 
Swatch, which has demanded a trial 
in the complaint which also alleges 
unfair competition and unfair business 
practices, was not immediately 
available for comment. 
 
Samsung was also not immediately 
available to comment.

NEWS
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Carmakers will be 
big customers for 
next-generation 
telecoms 
networks, 

helping to justify investment 
in 5G, but need to be more 
innovative if the technology 
is to take off, Spain's SEAT 
said. 
 
The deployment of 5G 
promises to link everything 
from vehicles to household 
devices but will require 
prodigious investment and 
the telecoms industry is 
trying to agree on if and how 
5G can facilitate enough 
innovations to be profitable. 
 
Luca de Meo, chief executive 
of Volkswagen-owned 
SEAT, said applications were 

NEWS

currently "pretty limited", 
before unveiling what he 
described as Europe's first 
5G-connected concept 
car at the Mobile World 
Congress in Barcelona. 
 
Still, he said connecting 
a car with a passenger's 
mobile phone, or external 
infrastructure or retailers 
could lead to billions of 
possible transactions. 
 
"I think personally the 
automotive industry will play 
a big role in justifying the 
investment so we will be one 
of the big customers but we 
need to be creative,".

"We need to experiment 
and look at functionalities 
and hopefully the market 

will say, OK, I want to buy a 
car like this because it can 
prevent an accident or it can 
see around the corner and 
I value that and I (will) pay 
for it."
 
5G will help to slowly 
develop autonomous 
driving, where the costs of 
installing sensor technology 
are already falling, De  Meo 
said. That market is expected 
to be worth as much as $95 
billion in 2020.
 
But ethical questions, issues 
of infrastructure and how 
traditional cars will coexist 
with driverless ones make it 
very difficult to say when the 
market will take off, he said.
 
SEAT expects the next 
version of the Minimo 
concept car, an electric 
model in which one 
passenger sits behind the 
driver, to be equipped for 
autonomous "L4" everyday 
driving in cities. 
 
"We see the potential in 
the car-sharing platform," 
De Meo said, adding costs 
could be slashed 50 percent 
if cars could be tracked, did 
not have to be moved and 
were constantly running and 
so did not pay for parking. 
 
In Barcelona, SEAT tested 
systems like putting thermal 
cameras in traffic lights 
to detect the presence of 
pedestrians and feed the 
data back to the car.
 
De Meo said a car can 
potentially produce as much 
data as 3,000 smartphones, 
so should be a "pillar" of the 
so-called "Internet of things", 
whereby everyday objects 
are linked up by chips that 
can communicate with each 
other

The deployment of 5G promises to link everything from vehicles to 
household devices but will require prodigious investment and the 
telecoms industry is trying to agree on if and how 5G can facilitate 
enough innovations to be profitable.

Car industry will be big 5G  
customer down the road, says SEAT
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Look but don't 
touch as 
smartphone's 
flexible future 
unfolds.

Flexible and folding formats 
framed the future of 
smartphones this week as 
manufacturers focused on 
new forms in an effort to jolt 
the market out of uniformity 
and re-invigorate sales. 
 
But anyone hoping to tap 
or swipe Huawei's Mate X, a 
smartphone that wraps the 
screen around the front and 
back, was soon disappointed 
at Barcelona's Mobile World 
Congress. 
 
Initial cheers were quickly 
followed by gasps when 
the Chinese firm revealed 
its eye-watering 2,299 
euros ($2,600) price tag, 
although that includes a 5G 
connection.

This is even more than 
Samsung's Galaxy Fold, 
which was unveiled last 
week and will be priced 
from $1,980 when it goes 
on sale in some markets in 
April. It was on display in 
Barcelona in a glass case like 
a museum artefact. 
 
While the hands-off stance 
indicates neither firm has 
a consumer-ready device, 
2019 would be remembered 
as the year of the foldable, 
Ben Wood, chief of research 
at CCS Insight, said, adding 
that the new format was still 
in its infancy. 
 
"But we are at the stone 
age of devices with flexible 
displays; it's a whole new 
phase of experimentation 

after the sea of smartphone 
sameness we have seen for 
the last decade."  
 
Samsung took the opposite 
approach to Huawei by 
putting its folding screen on 
the inside of its device, with 
another smaller screen on 
the front panel for use when 
its is closed. 
 
"That was the solution we 
felt was best for longevity," 
Samsung's European 
Director of Mobile Portfolio  
Commercial Strategy Mark 
Notton told Reuters.  
 
Smartphone makers have 
been trying to innovate to 

Experience 
the future of mobile 

technology with the HUAWEI 
Mate X. The new folding 

design integrates a new era 
of communicative interaction. 

Keep it compact for daily 
smartphone tasks or unfold 

to reveal an exceptional 
experience in multitasking or 

entertainment.

TECH BUZZ



54 March-April 2019 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

Ushering in the 5G 
revolution with the 
HUAWEI Balong 5000, 
the world's fi rst 7nm 
multi-mode 5G chipset 
achieves the industry-
leading 5G download 
speed. The HUAWEI 
Mate X with Balong 
5000 offi  cially unlocks 
a new experience in the 
5G era.

persuade consumers to 
upgrade from devices which 
already meet most of their 
needs, in an eff ort to reverse 
falling sales.

And although more vendors 
will soon follow with their 
own takes on foldable 
displays, 2019 will not be the 
year they go mainstream, 
market analysts Canalys 
said. They will remain 
exclusively ultra-luxury 
devices with fewer than 
2 million expected to be 
shipped worldwide this year, 
Canalys added.

The mobile market slipped 
1.2 percent in 2018, research 
company Gartner says, 
although it expects growth 
of 1.6 percent in 2019, driven 
by replacement cycles in the 
largest and most saturated 
markets China, the United 
States and Western Europe.

GEARING UP FOR 
5G
With 5G next generation 
mobile networks not 
becoming widely available 
until 2023 in the United 
States and China and 2026 

in Europe, analysts say, the 
vast majority of customers 
will be buying the latest 4G 
devices like Samsung new 
Galaxy S10.

Nonetheless, manufacturers 
such as LG were keen to 
show they could squeeze 
5G technology into 4G 
smartphone form, although 
most lacked launch or 
pricing information.

Chinese maker OnePlus had 
a 5G device running a video 
game using a 5G connection 
on show, but visitors were 
teased with only a glimpse 
of the phone's screen in a 
display cabinet.

"For us, launching means 
commercial availability, it 
doesn't mean PowerPoint," 
OnePlus co-founder Carl Pei 
told Reuters.

"We are confi dent we are 
going to be one of the 
fi rst with a commercially 
available smartphone in 
Europe," he said, adding that 
this would be within the fi rst 
half of 2019.

Incredible Power

With great power comes more 
productivity and the advanced 
battery6 design in the HUAWEI 

Mate X, opens the door to 
greatness. You will have more 

power to work on projects, 
watch movies and play all your 

favourite games.

4,500mAh

TECH BUZZ
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Xiaomi Corp, which 
ranked fi fth in smartphone 
shipments in the last quarter 
according to IDC, did reveal 
pricing information along 
with its fi rst 5G device.

"Xiaomi has fi red the starting 
gun with a $599 price. That 
will bring tears to the eyes 
of many other mobile phone 
makers," Wood said, adding 
that many sub-scale makers 
such as Sony, LG and others 
could fi nd it tough to make 
any kind of margin on 5G.

Sony did not show a 5G 
device, relying instead on 
its ownership of a major 
Hollywood studio to release 
a new line of Xperia phones 
with a 21:9 display ratio 
optimised to watch movies 
and Netfl ix content.

Leader of the 5G Era

The advanced dual sim provides extensive access to 
2G / 3G / 4G / 5G frequency bands4 around the globe. 

Leading the 5G evolution, HUAWEI Mate X also supports 
Standalone 5G network which will be the mainstream 
solution in the future. This forward-looking technology 

focuses on unmatched connectivity anytime and 
anywhere.

A harmony in 
photography with an 
integration of the rear 

and front cameras. 
Capture all your best 
moments and take 

striking selfi es with the 
same advanced and 

intelligent Leica Camera 
System.

Reimagined 
Portraits

TECH BUZZ
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An investment 
firm backed by 
the Beijing city 
government 
is in talks with 

prospective investors to 
raise over 10 billion yuan 
($1.5 billion) in its first fund 
aimed mainly at cutting-
edge tech investments, 
said two people with direct 
knowledge. 
 
Beijing Innovation Industry 
Investment Co's fundraising 
move underscores the 
Chinese capital city's push 
to catch up with other cities 
in the country, most notably 
Shenzhen, in pursuing 
innovative technology and 
industrial upgrading projects. 
 
It comes as China aims to 
speed up development 
of its technology sector, 
including segments such 
as semiconductors and 
artificial intelligence, amid 
a fierce trade stand-off with 
the United States that has 

Beijing city targets raising  
$1.5 billion fund in tech push- sources

demonstrated the country's 
reliance on imported 
technology.

China's State Council 
in 2016 approved a 200 
billion yuan venture capital 
fund financed by state 
controlled entities, to invest 
in new technologies. Beijing 
Innovation could not be 
immediately reached for 
comment.  
 

It was set up by Beijing  
municipal State-owned 
Assets Supervision and 
Administration Commission 
(SASAC), which oversees 
the city's state-owned 
enterprises, and has 
been tasked with making 
investments in new-

economy sectors on behalf 
of the local government.

Beijing Innovation has 
attracted the local 
SASAC and several local 
government-backed 
companies such as 
Shenzhen Capital Group, 
the venture investment 
vehicle of the Shenzhen 
government, as investors, 
according to domestic 
media reports and public 
corporate registry filings.  
 
It will look for direct-equity 
investment opportunities 
in sectors ranging from 
information technology and 
integrated circuits to electric 
vehicles and new materials, 
according to domestic 
media reports.  
 
As a major tech hub in 
China, Beijing, where 
ByteDance Technology, one 
of the world's most valuable 
startups, online food 
delivery-to-ticketing services 
firm Meituan Dianping and 
e-commerce firm JD.com 
are headquartered, has for 
years lacked a consolidated 
investment arm under the 
local government for tech 
deals.  
 
In contrast, Shenzhen 
which has bred companies 
such as online gaming-
to-social media giant 
Tencent Holdings, telecoms 
equipment maker Huawei 
Technologies and drone 
maker DJI, has Shenzhen 
Capital Group investing in 
the tech sector for 20 years. 
 
Shenzhen Capital Group 
has over 333 billion yuan of 
assets under management, 
its website shows, and holds 
a 15 percent stake in Beijing 
Innovation, according to 
public disclosures.

BUSINESS 
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Britain's Babcock put the cost of 
restructuring its European business for 
Brexit at 10 million pounds ($13 million) a 

year to guarantee it would retain flying rights 
to provide emergency medical and fire fighting 
services across the bloc.  
 
Babcock, a key supplier of engineering and 
defence services to Britain's ministry of defence, 
has had to join the likes of easyJet and British 
Airways-owner IAG in restructuring in case 
Britain leaves the European Union without a 
trade deal.  
 
The British company, which will also take a 
one-off exceptional cost of 10 million pounds to 
restructure, has had to sign partners in European 
markets where it operates to make sure those 
businesses are majority owned by EU nationals. 
 
That enables it to secure an air operating 
certificate. 
 
Babcock, which also maintains nuclear 
submarines and defence vehicles, is also 
taking a second exceptional charge of around 
30 million pounds due to an adjustment to its 
pension liabilities.  
 
The group said underlying earnings 
expectations for the financial year ending March 
31 remained unchanged as an improved margin 
helps to offset a slight drop in forecast revenue 
of 5.2 billion pounds from 5.36 billion pounds 
last year.

The European Commission is considering 
new rules to speed up the take-up of an 
instant payment system launched last 

year by the European Central Bank in a direct 
challenge to card firms and tech giants, like 
PayPal, a top official said.     
 
The ECB's TARGET Instant Payment Settlement 
(TIPS) system will let people and companies 
in Europe transfer euros to each other within 
seconds and regardless of the opening hours 
of their local bank. This is seen as a direct 
challenge to U.S. firms like PayPal, Google, 
Facebook and Amazon, and China's Alibaba and 
Tencent which currently dominate such services 
in Europe.     
 
But, as European banks have so far been slow in 
joining the system, the Commission is studying 
possible measures to facilitate its use.     
 
"We are reflecting on whether a stronger 
regulatory push would be needed to speed 
up this process," the EU Commission's Vice-
President in charge of financial services Valdis 
Dombrovskis told a fintech conference in 
Brussels.     
 
He said the ECB system had the potential "to 
disrupt existing payment solutions, including 
cards, at least for euro denominated payments."    
 
U.S. firms Visa and Mastercard currently 
dominate the European market for card 
payments. "In a few years, we want Europe to set 
new global standards for payments technology," 
Dombrovskis said.

Babcock to spend 10 
million sterling on Brexit 
restructuring

EU weighs new rules on 
payments in challenge to 
Visa, Mastercard

NEWS
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Major banks 
are still not 
ready for 
a 'no-deal' 
Brexit as 

they grapple with delays in 
licences for new European 
Union businesses, staffing 
problems and snags in 
redrafting contracts. 
 
Despite thousands of staff 
working on preparations 
for more than two years, 
sources at five high street 
and global investment banks 
told Reuters they still face 
a number of mission critical 
hurdles if Britain leaves 
without a deal. 
 
Sources at three investment 
banks said their efforts would 
not be completed by Brexit 
Day on March 29, potentially 
throwing the legal status of 
thousands of contracts into 
doubt.

Banks losing battle to be 
no-deal Brexit ready

"There will be people who 
aren't ready. There will be 
bumps in the road, if not 
more," one of the sources 
said.

Prime Minister Theresa May 
has pushed back a vote on 
her proposed EU exit deal, 
prompting lawmakers to 
step up efforts to stop a no-
deal Brexit, but banks say 

only a vote in favour of May's 
deal or a delay to Brexit will 
reassure them that there will 
not be an abrupt no-deal 
exit.      
 
For most major banks based 
in Britain, the timely legal 
transfer of their EU client 
business, including loans 
and deposit accounts, 
derivatives contracts, 
stocks and bonds, to EU 
subsidiaries to mitigate the 
loss of unfettered access 
and data flows to the single 
market is the biggest 
concern. 
 
Customers whose contracts 
are not transferred could 
be left unable to respond 
to market events, or without 
access to funding or 
protection against swings in 
interest rates or currencies, 
risking wider market 
turbulence. 
 
A source familiar with one 
investment bank's position 
said between 10-15 percent 
of contracts they had 
intended to transfer were still 
"work in progress", with some 
clients actively resisting the 
transfer, while others have 
held off paying for legal 
advice on the expectation a 
deal will still be struck.  
 
Banks struggling with 
"repapering" contracts may 
be aided by temporary 
workarounds proposed by 
most major EU governments, 
but none have yet been put 
on the statute book, and 
there is a wide variation in 
how much flexibility different 
countries offer, Rachel Kent, 
partner at law firm Hogan 
Lovells, said.  
 
"This is a patchwork, some 
we haven't even seen yet 
and the ones we've seen 

However industry 
experts say banks 
are having a tough 

time persuading UK-
based staff to move to 
Frankfurt, Paris or 

Dublin.

BREXIT
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are diff erent and open to 
interpretation."

However, if Britain 
secures a Brexit 
deal with Brussels, 
it would mean 
business as usual 
for fi nancial fi rms, 
giving them until 
the end of 2020 
to complete their 
preparations.

LICENSED TO 
SKILL 
Others are still waiting 
for licences for new EU 
units so they can still fully 
serve customers, with Royal 
Bank of Scotland seeking 
licences in Frankfurt for two 
entities so it can maintain 
access to Bundesbank 
payment systems.

RBS warned this month that 
more than 50 billion euros of 
cross-border payments are 
at risk without the licences, 
but chairman Howard 
Davies said he had "every 
expectation" they would be 
approved by 29 March.

A source close to the 
process said one of the two 
units had obtained draft 
approval, with the other still 
pending.

Lloyds Banking Group is 
also waiting on the fi nal 
nod to set up the third of its 
planned EU hubs in 
Luxembourg, which 
is for its insurance 
clients.

Banks are also 
struggling to fi ll jobs 
in their new EU hubs, 
with the number 
UK-based fi nancial 
institutions expect to 

move overseas by March 
29 at 2,000 from 5,766 
forecast in a September 
2018 Reuters survey and 
10,000 estimated a year 

earlier.

The EU has granted banks 
some leeway on how 
quickly they need to build 
up staff  in new subsidiaries, 
and in some cases banks 
have found workarounds to 
reduce the number needed.

However industry experts 
say banks are having a tough 
time persuading UK-based 
staff  to move to Frankfurt, 
Paris or Dublin.

"There are plenty of personal 
risk reasons why staff  
are not jumping at these 
opportunities," John Liver, 
partner at consultant EY, 
said, adding that one was 
that if a transition deal is 
struck then it will be another 
two years before these 
businesses are built up.

CASH ON HAND
In an indication of how 
seriously authorities 
are taking the risk of 
a no-deal Brexit, any 
turmoil would trigger 
the Bank of England 
and the European 
Central Bank to inject 
cash into markets to 
calm nerves, an ECB 
offi  cial said.

The ECB also has 
plans to deal with any new 

banking crisis brought on by 
a hard Brexit, the offi  cial said.            

But unlike British regulators, 
EU watchdogs will not go 
all out to avoid smaller 
bumps from a hard Brexit 
in every part of the market 
as they want to keep up 
pressure on banks to move 
business from London to the 
bloc, said David Lawton, a 
consultant at Alvarez Marsal.

Meanwhile, customers and 
investors are watching to 
see just how diligently the 
fi nancial fi rms they use have 
prepared.

"Each one of them tells 
us categorically that they 
are going into intricate 
details about their planning 
and each one of them 
believes that they have an 
individual solution to their 
circumstances," Euan Stirling, 
global head of stewardship 
at Aberdeen Standard 
Investments told Reuters.

"You just have to 
trust them. That is 
easier with some 
companies than 
others. Brexit adds 
another layer of 
governance risk onto 
some already risky 
situations."

BREXIT
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M anchester 
City 
retained 
the 
English 

League Cup in a shootout 
after Chelsea manager 
Maurizio Sarri's hopes of a 
long-awaited first trophy 
ended in bizarre fashion with 
his keeper Kepa Arrizabalaga 
openly disobeying orders. 
 
Raheem Sterling smashed 
home the decisive spot kick 
as City  clinched the English 
season's first silverware 
4-3 on penalties, with the 
Wembley showpiece having 
ended 0-0 after extra time.

The clash, the first between 
the clubs in a major final, had 
slowly warmed up, but took 
the most unlikely of twists 
deep into the extra period 
when Arrizabalaga saved 
from Sergio Aguero. 
It appeared the young 
Spanish keeper had 
injured himself and Sarri 
immediately told substitute 
Willy Caballero to get ready 

the advantage back to 
the Manchester side and, 
although Hazard scored, 
Sterling smashed his kick 
high past Arrizabalaga to 
send City's fans into delirium.

UNDER PRESSURE
Sarri began the match 
under pressure with his 
inconsistent side having lost 
five of their last 11 games, 
including a 6-0 thrashing at 
City in the Premier League 
and a 2-0 home loss to 
Manchester United in the FA 
Cup fifth round. 
 
The United defeat provoked 
fury from Chelsea fans who 
have lost patience with the 
former Napoli manager's 
tactics. 
 
A fortnight after the 
humiliation by Pep 
Guardiola's side's, Sarri's 
tactics were spot on as 
Chelsea stifled City's much-
vaunted attack and created 
the better chances. 
 
Had N'Golo Kante not blazed 
over after being teed up by 
Hazard's brilliant run midway 
through the second half, the 
headlines could have been 
about Sarri winning his first 
silverware after 29 years as a 
manager. 
 
Instead, he was left 
answering questions about 
what looked like a blatant 
case of a player undermining 
his authority. 
 
"I misunderstood the 
problem and only realised 
the situation when the 
doctor arrived at the bench," 
he said later. 
 
"It was a big 
misunderstanding because I 
understood the keeper had 

Man City win League Cup as 
Chelsea keeper defies Sarri

SPORTS

to come on for the closing 
seconds as penalties 
loomed. 
 
With his number being held 
up, Arrizabalaga refused 
to obey the call to depart, 
leaving Sarri fuming in the 
technical area.

At one point the raging 
Italian coach appeared to 
walk down the tunnel, before 
returning to brief his players 
for penalties. 
 
Caballero still looked poised 
to take over but it was 
Arrizabalaga who stood 
guard in front of the Chelsea 
fans. 
 
The Spaniard allowed Sergio 
Aguero's weak penalty to 
creep under his body into 
the net but then redeemed 
himself with a brilliant save 
from Leroy Sane leaving the 
shootout at 2-2. 
 
Chelsea's David Luiz 
thumped his penalty against 
the post, however, to hand 
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M
anchester City coach Pep Guardiola was left to count 
the cost of a hard-fought League Cup final shootout 
victory over Chelsea on Sunday when he lost two key 
players to injury with crucial domestic and European 
matches approaching. 

Defender Aymeric Laporte and midfielder Fernandinho were 
substituted and Guardiola said they were unlikely to be back in time 
for the home leg of City's last 16 Champions League tie against 
Germany's Schalke, which his side lead 3-2. 
 
The Spaniard added that City, who beat Chelsea 4-3 on penalties 
fnished 0-0 following extra time, would be tired when they resume 
the chase of Premier League 
leaders Liverpool at home to West 
Ham United on Wednesday. He 
said other clubs challenging for 
the Champions League were not 
competing in two domestic cup 
competitions and the strain was 
starting to show on his players. 
 
"I am impressed how they (City's 
players) can play games and 
games and games and not 
have injuries, but in the end it is 
happening," he said. Manchester 
City are still in the FA Cup - they face second-tier Swansea City 
in the quarter-finals next month -- as well as chasing the Premier 
League title and the Champions League. 
 
Guardiola played down the significance of Liverpool being held to a 
0-0 draw by Manchester United in the league, which put the Anfield 
club just one point ahead of City. "Still they are leading, still they are 
the favourites," Guardiola said.

cramp and was unable to go 
to the penalties. But it was 
not cramp and he could go 
to the penalties."

HARD WORK
City have now won the 
League Cup four times in six 
seasons and are second on 
the all-time list, with six titles, 
behind title rivals Liverpool 
who have won eight. 
 
They had to work hard for 
it, though, with Guardiola 
correctly predicting before 
the match that Chelsea 
would be desperate to 
avenge their demolition at 
the Etihad. 
 
"Chelsea have incredible 
quality and after the result 
two weeks ago we knew it 
would be more difficult," said 
Guardiola, who picked up 
his third major trophy for City 
and the 25th of a managerial 
career spanning three 
countries. 
 
Asked if his side could claim 
four trophies this season, 
and surpass the treble he 
achieved with Barcelona in 
2008-09, Guardiola added: 
"What we did in Barcelona is 
unique. This is new players, 
new club, now we will see 
how far we can go." 
 
City dominated possession 
in the first half but only had 
a couple of Aguero attempts 
to show for it. 
 
Chelsea were rejuvenated 
after that with Hazard 
coming to the fore against an 
increasingly uneasy City side. 
 
Aguero did have a goal ruled 
offside and also had chances 
in extra time, but Chelsea 
had looked the more likely 
winners.

Pep Guardiola holds his nerves 
and guides his team to victory

SPORTS
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England scored 
three goals 
before halftime 
to beat Japan 
3-0 in Tampa 

on Tuesday and win the 
SheBelieves Cup for the first 
time in a timely boost ahead 
of this year’s women’s World 
Cup.

Lucy Staniforth, Karen 
Carney and Beth Mead all 
found the net and Carly 
Telford kept a clean sheet 
to ensure the Lionesses 
finished top the of table at 
the four-team tournament 
with seven points from three 
games. The Americans 
finished second in the 
tournament after beating 
Brazil 1-0.

“Last year we lost to USA 
and I made my players stay 
on the pitch and watch U.S 

England clinch SheBelieves 
Cup with 3-0 win over Japan

lift that trophy,” England 
coach Phil Neville told 
reporters. “Even though it 
not the World Cup it the 
first step on the ladder 
to where we want to go. 
When you get your hands 
on a trophy it should spur 
you to want to do it again.”

Staniforth opened the 
scoring in the 12th minute 
when she took a neat 
reverse pass from Jodie 
Taylor before threading a 
precise low shot into the 
bottom corner of the net 
from 20 yards.

Carney doubled the lead 
in the 23rd minute when 
she emphatically headed 
home from close range 
after Taylor had lobbed a 
superb cross towards the 
Japan goal.

England put the game out 
of reach in the 30th minute 
when Beth Mead took a 
crossfield pass from Keira 
Walsh and danced into the 
area before belting it past 
the Japanese goalie Erina 
Yamane.

Japan, who knocked 
England out in the semi-

Staniforth 
opened the 

scoring in the 12th 
minute when she took a 
neat reverse pass from 

Jodie Taylor before 
threading a precise low 

shot into the bottom 
corner of the net 
from 20 yards.
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Laslo Djere 
won his first 
ATP title at the 
Rio Open and 
then captured 

the hearts of the Brazilian 
crowd with a victory speech 
dedicated to his parents, 
both of whom died from 
cancer. 
 
The unseeded Serbian beat 
Canadian teenager Felix 
Auger-Aliassime 6-3 7-5 
in the final to cap the best 
week of his career before 
choking back the tears as 
he dedicated the trophy to 
his parents. "I lost my mom 
seven years ago so I want to 
dedicate this one to her," he 
said to wild applause from 
the crowd. 
 
"And also to my dad, I 
lost him two months 
ago. My parents had the 
biggest impact on me and, 
because of them, I am who 
I am today. I hope they are 
watching me now." The 
23-year-old, ranked number 
90 in the world coming into 

SPORTS

Laslo Djere won his first ATP title

this tournament, broke twice in the 
decisive second set to beat Auger-
Aliassime, who was the youngest 
man to reach an ATP 500 final. 
 
The plucky 18-year-old Canadian 
saved four match points before 
succumbing to the unseeded right-
hander, who had not won a match 
on clay all season and had never 
beaten a top 10 rival until he arrived 
in Rio. 
 
He hammered world number eight 
Dominic Thiem in the first round, 
however, and did not lose a set 
on his way to clinching the title in 
impressive style. Djere broke Auger-
Aliassime six times in the two-hour 
final and was commanding with 
both his powerful forehands and 
two-handed backhands. 
 
"It been the week of my dreams," 
Djere added. "So many things have 
been achieved here. Im really 
happy, excited and emotional now." 
Auger-Aliassime became just 
the fourth teenager to reach the 
final of an ATP 500 event -- the 13 
tournaments which rank just below 
the Masters series -- since the level 
was created in 2009.

finals of the World Cup in 
2015 and entered the game 
level with the Lionesses in 
the standings, could have 
won the title with a win but 
were simply outclassed.

They will get a chance to 
avenge the loss at the June 
7-July 7 World Cup in France, 
where they have been 
drawn in the same group as 
England.

The reigning world 
champion United States, 
who tied their first two 
games, are playing Brazil, 
who lost their first two 
games, in the day’s other 
match in the fourth version 
of the prestigious annual 
invitational tournament. By 
the time the Americans took 
the field they had no chance 
to take the title but still 
earned a positive final result 
after Tobin Heath scored in 
the 20th minute.
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Sex, drugs and 
rock 'n' roll: 
a new movie 
about the antics 
of 1980s metal 

hellraisers Motley Crue, a 
band known as much for 
their hedonism as their 
music, has it all.  
 
"The Dirt", based on 
the band's best-selling 
autobiography, charts the 
rise of four Californian 
youngsters who channel 
the punk rage of the 1970s 
into the big-haired rock 
genre that, for many people, 
defined the 1980s. 
 
Like the hugely successful 
Queen movie "Bohemian 
Rhapsody",  it is a rags-to-
riches tale of flamboyant 
showbiz glory and the perils 
of a rock 'n' roll lifestyle. 
 

MOTLEY CRUE ROCK BIOPIC - A TALE OF 
SUCCESS, EXCESS AND ANTS

"I think that's what's exciting 
for people about the Queen 
movie: there a band who 
wrote their own music, they 
were their own personalities 
and they lived their life the 
way they lived their life," 
Motley Crue founder Nikki 
Sixx told Reuters.

"It's the same for Motley 
Crue."

The film begins with a 
neglected young Sixx being 
taken into care after cutting 
his own arm and blaming 
it on his drunkard mother 
- setting up a theme of 
self-abuse that runs through 
a story where Jack Daniels 
flows like water and anything 
sniffable goes up the 
musicians' noses. 
 
A stand-out scene is when 
Motley Crue are touring with 
Ozzy Osbourne who, when 
he discovers they have no 
spare cocaine to give him, 
crouches down and snorts 
a line of live ants from the 
floor. 
 
"It was somebody that we 
looked up to, and still look 
up to, who was wild, and we 
were a wild young band," 
Sixx said. "We thought we 
could compete with that, but 
you can't with Ozzy, he won!" 
 
While viewers will draw 
inevitable comparisons 
to the 1984 heavy metal 
mockumentary "This Is 
Spinal Tap", Sixx said he 
hoped "The Dirt" had some 
of the emotional heft and 
"graininess" of "Boogie 
Nights" or even "Goodfellas". 
 
"Everyone thinks that Motley 
Crue glamourised drugs 
and sex well that's not true," 
said Allen Kovac, the band's 
manager and one of the 
film's producers. 
 
"The Beatles glamourised 
LSD ... Keith Richards 
glamourised heroin. What 
we wanted to do is to 
deglamourise it show what 
can happen to people, their 
families, their friends. And I 
think accomplishing that ... 
took courage by the band."

ENTERTAINMENT
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Facebook Inc 
launched new 
advertising options 
for its premium 
video content to 

attract marketers hoping 
to buy ad spots in a similar 
manner to traditional 
television networks. 
 
The social media platform 
hopes the move will help it 
make more money from its 
Facebook Watch feature, 
which has short-form video 
content from publishers 
like the Economist, as well 
as premium shows starring 
well-known Hollywood 
actors like Elizabeth Olsen. 
 
The new program called 
Facebook Showcase allows 
advertisers to purchase ad 
spots in advance at a fixed 
cost, similar to the way TV 
networks host an "upfront" 
featuring new shows and 
allowing marketers to buy 
commercials in advance. 
 
That feature, called In-
Stream Reserve, will target 
audiences that are verified 
by audience measurement 
company Nielsen, which is 

Facebook expands ad buying 
options for premium video

also the industry standard for 
linear TV.

Every video is reviewed by 
a human before it is eligible 
to be part of Facebook 
Showcase, Erik Geisler, 
Facebook's head of North 
America agency sales, said 
at a press event in New York.

The emphasis on brand 
safety comes after the 
social network's struggles 
to stop the spread of 
misinformation on its 
platform, as well as troubles 
at video rival YouTube, which 
lost several advertisers last 
week after ads displayed 
next to disturbing content. 
Advertisers can now also 
purchase spots on premium 
content in the food and 
news categories, in addition 
to sports, entertainment 
and fashion and beauty, 
which had been available 
previously. 
 
Facebook also introduced 
sponsorships, which 
allow  advertisers to be 
the exclusive sponsor of a 
program for U.S. viewers.

Campbell to 
name Bolthouse, 
international 
unit buyers
Campbell Soup Co said it 
expects to name buyers 
for Bolthouse Farms and its 
international business by the 
end of fiscal 2019.

Campbell, which ends its 
fiscal year in July, also said 
it plans to sell salsa maker 

Garden Fresh 
Gourmet 
to a unit of 
Fountain of 
Health USA, 
which makes 
hummus, 
dips and 
prepared 
salads. 
Terms of 
the deal 
were not 

disclosed.

Campbell's fresh and 
international businesses 
have been on the block 
since August, when the 
Camden, New Jersey-
based company said it 
would offload them as part 
of a months-long strategic 
review.

Bolthouse, the core 
of Campbell's fresh 
refrigerated-foods business, 
has struggled in recent 
years, with issues ranging 
from farming missteps to the 
recall of 3.8 million bottles of 
protein shakes.

Sources told Reuters 
in December that Kraft 
Heinz Co and Mondelez 
International Inc were among 
those bidding for Campbell's 
international business, which 
includes Australian cookie 
brand Arnott's and Danish 
baked snacks maker Kelsen 
Group.

BUSINESS
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Haute-couture 
designer Karl 
Lagerfeld, 
artistic 
director at 

Chanel and an icon of the 
fashion industry with his 
extravagant outfi ts and 
striking catwalks, has died 
aged 85.

Instantly recognisable in 
his dark suits, pony-tailed 
white hair and sunglasses, 
Lagerfeld was best known 
for his association with 
Chanel but delivered 
collections for LVMH's Fendi 
and his own eponymous 
label.

Rumours of Lagerfeld's ill-
health had swirled after he 
failed to show up at Chanel's 
January show in Paris for his 
customary bow.

Chanel chief executive Alain 
Wertheimer recalled how 
he had given carte blanche 
to Lagerfeld in the 1980s to 

Fashion's 'creative genius' 
Karl Lagerfeld dies at 85

reinvent the brand, from the 
Chanel jacket to its tweeds 
and two-tone shoes. 

"Thanks to his creative 
genius, generosity and 
exceptional intuition, Karl 
Lagerfeld was ahead of 
his time, which widely 
contributed to the House of 
Chanel's success throughout 
the world," Wertheimer said 
in a statement.

A craftsman who combined 
artistic instinct, business 
acumen and commensurate 
ego, Lagerfeld was known 
for his strikingly visual 
fashion show displays.  

LVMH chairman and chief 
executive Bernard Arnault 
said the fashion world had 
lost a creative genius who 
helped make Paris the 
fashion capital of the world, 
and Fendi one of the most 
innovative Italian houses.

"I will always remember 

his immense imagination, 
his ability to conceive 
new trends for every 
season, his inexhaustible 
energy, the virtuosity of 
his drawings, his carefully 
guarded independence, 
his encyclopaedic culture 
and his unique wit and 
eloquence," Arnault said.

Chanel said Virginie Viard, 
director of the house's 
creative studio, would 
take over creative work 
for the brand's collections. 
Several sources told 
Reuters the appointment 
was transitional and that 
Lagerfeld's successor would 
be announced after the 
mourning period.   

Born in Hamburg in 1933, 
Lagerfeld made his debut 
with designer Pierre Balmain 
as an apprentice before 
moving on to Patou and 
Chloe and then Fendi.

"He was one of the most 
infl uential and celebrated 
designers of the 21st century 
and an iconic, universal 
symbol of style," his own Karl 
Lagerfeld brand wrote on 
Instagram.

"He leaves 
behind an 
extraordinary 
legacy as one 
of the greatest 
designers of our 
time." 

FASHION
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Fendi said it would go ahead 
as planned with a Milan 
fashion show of Lagerfeld's 
latest line for the brand. 
 
"The House of Fendi is in 
deep mourning following 
the death of Karl Lagerfeld, 
who left his mark and genius 
with us for more than five 
decades," it said.

"Now is not the time to 
discuss his succession. We 
intend to take the time to 
honour his life and pay him 
the tribute he deserves."

"KAISER KARL"
It was after he joined French 
fashion house Chanel in 
1983 that Lagerfeld gained 
rock-star status, credited 
with helping jazz up the label 
founded by Coco Chanel in 
1910 and attracting younger 
clients. 
 
He was known for staging 
lavish shows, building 
Chanel catwalks amid 
replicas of a supermarket, 
casino and even an airport 
terminal. 
 
Chanel hosted guests in a 
mocked-up Mediterranean 
garden for its haute-couture 

show. In a collection inspired 
by Lagerfeld's favourite 
period, the 18th century, 
feathers adorned new twists 
on the brand's classic tweed 
suits, which came with ankle 
length or fishtail skirts. 
 
Tributes poured in from 
around the world for the man 
affectionately nicknamed 
"Kaiser Karl" and "Fashion 
Meister". 
 
Britain's Victoria Beckham 
wrote on Instagram: "So 
incredibly sad to hear this. 
Karl was a genius and always 
so kind and generous to 
me both personally and 
professionally." 
 
Italian fashion designer 
Donatella Versace, sister 
of the late Gianni Versace, 
wrote: "Karl your genius 
touched the lives of so 
many, especially Gianni and 
I. We will never forget your 
incredible talent and endless 
inspiration. We were always 
learning from you."   
 
Italian designer Giorgio 
Armani described Lagerfeld 
as "an extraordinary man, 
both for his professional 
talent and his life, which he 
blended and turned into a 

Virginie Viard, deputy 
artistic director of 
Chanel, will become 

chief designer of the fashion 
house following the death 
of haute couture icon Karl 
Lagerfeld, a source at 
Chanel said. 
 
Lagerfeld, 85, died earlier on 
Tuesday after a short illness 
and after more than 50 years 
at the pinnacle of Paris and 
the global fashion industry.

unique art: the Lagerfeld way 
of being".  
 
Actress Keira Knightley, who 
starred in the campaign for 
Chanel's Coco Mademoiselle 
perfume, described him as "a 
legend both as a man and a 
creative force". 
 
French celebrity online 
magazine Purepeople said 
Lagerfeld died on Tuesday 
after being taken to hospital 
in Neuilly-sur-Seine outside 
Paris the night before. 
 
"He has inspired generations 
and, above all, he gave us 
the possibility to dream, with 
his capability to embrace 
the present and invent 
the future," Carlo Capasa, 
chairman of Italy's national 
fashion association CNMI, 
said.

FASHION
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Boeing Co on 
unveiled an 
unmanned, 
fighter-like jet 
developed in 

Australia and designed to fly 
alongside crewed aircraft in 
combat for a fraction of the 
cost. 
 
The U.S. manufacturer 
hopes to sell the multi-
role aircraft, which is 38 
feet long (11.6 metres) and 
has a 2,000 nautical mile 
(3,704 kilometre) range, to 
customers around the world, 
modifying it as requested. 
 
The prototype is Australia's 
first domestically developed 
combat aircraft since World 
War II and Boeing's biggest 
investment in unmanned 
systems outside the 
United States, although the 
company declined to specify 
the dollar amount.  
 
The Australian government 
is investing A$40 million 
(22 million pounds) in the 
prototype programme due 
to its "enormous capability 
for exports," Minister for 
Defence Christopher 
Pyne told reporters at the 
Australian International 
Airshow. 
 
Defence contractors are 
investing increasingly in 
autonomous technology as 
militaries around the world 
look for a cheaper and 
safer way to maximise their 
resources.

Boeing unveils unmanned 
combat jet developed in 
Australia

Boeing rivals like Lockheed 
Martin Corp and Kratos 
Defence and Security 
Solutions Inc are also 
investing in such aircraft. 
 
Four to six of the new 
aircraft, called the Boeing 
Airpower Teaming System, 
can fly alongside a F/A-
18E/F Super Hornet, said 
Shane Arnott, director 
of Boeing research and 
prototype arm Phantom 
Works International. 
 
"To bring that extra 
component and the 
advantage of unmanned 
capability, you can accept 
a higher level of risk," he 
said. "It is better for one of 
these to take a hit than for a 
manned platform."

The Mitchell Institute for 
Aerospace Studies in the 
United States said last year 
that the U.S. Air Force should 
explore pairing crewed and 
uncrewed aircraft to expand 
its fleet and complement a 
limited number of "exquisite, 
expensive, but highly potent 
fifth-generation aircraft" like 
the F-35.  
 
"Human performance 
factors are a major driver 
behind current aerial combat 
practices," the policy paper 
said. "Humans can only pull a 
certain number of G's, fly for 
a certain number of hours, or 
process a certain amount of 
information at a given time."

MULTI-MISSION 
CAPABILITIES
In addition to performing 
like a fighter jet, other roles 
for the Boeing system 
include electronic warfare, 
intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance alongside 
aircraft like the P-8 Poseidon 
and E-7 Wedgetail, said 
Kristin Robertson, vice 
president and general 
manager of Boeing 
Autonomous Systems. 
 
"It is operationally very 
flexible, modular, multi-
mission," she said. "It is a 
very disruptive price point. 

AVIATION
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Fighter-like capability at a 
fraction of the cost."  
 
Robertson declined to 
comment on the cost, saying 
that it would depend on the 
configuration chosen by 
individual customers. 
 
The jet is powered by a 
derivative of a commercially 
available engine, uses 
standard runways for 
take-off and landing, and 
can be modified for carrier 
operations at sea, Robertson 
said. She declined to specify 
whether it could reach 
supersonic speeds, common 
for modern fighter aircraft. 
 
Its first flight is expected 

in 2020, with Boeing and 
the Australian government 
producing a concept 
demonstrator to pave the 
way for full production. 
 
"I would say we are some 
years away from exports, 
we are probably years away 
from it being in operation 
here in Australia," Pyne 
said. "It is designed to be a 
cheaper platform, a shield 
if you like around the more 
expensive platforms, to 
protect our servicemen and 
women who might be on a 
Poseidon or a Wedgetail or a 
F-35A." 
 
Australia, a staunch U.S. ally, 
is home to Boeing's largest 

footprint outside the United 
States and has vast airspace 
with relatively low traffic for 
flight testing.  
 
The Boeing Airpower 
Teaming System will be 
manufactured in Australia, 
but production lines could 
be set up in other countries 
depending on sales, Arnott 
said. 
 
The United States, which has 
the world's biggest military 
budget, would be among 
the natural customers for the 
product. 
 
The U.S. Air Force 2030 
project foresees the 
Lockheed Martin F-35A 
Joint Strike Fighter working 
together with stealthy 
combat drones, called the 
"Loyal Wingman" concept, 
said Derrick Maple, principal 
analyst for unmanned 
systems at IHS Markit. 
 
"The U.S. has more specific 
plans for the wingman 
concept, but Western 
Europe will likely develop 
their requirements in parallel, 
to abate the capabilities 
of China and the Russian 
Federation and other 
potential threats," he said. 
 
Robertson declined to name 
potential customers and 
would not comment on 
potential stealth properties, 
but said the aircraft had the 
potential to sell globally. 
 
"We didn't design this as 
a point solution but a very 
flexible solution that we 
could outfit with payloads, 
sensors, different mission 
sets to complement 
whatever their fleet is," 
she said. "Don't think of it 
as a specific product that 
is tailored to do only one 
mission."

AVIATION
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Carmakers are 
dreaming 
up futuristic 
electric car 
engine sounds 

to ensure that pedestrians 
can hear vehicles that lack 
audible cues like high-
revving, howling combustion 
engines, senior executives at 
the Geneva car show said.  
 
As BMW, Mercedes-Benz, 
Audi, Mini and VW prepare 
to launch battery-driven 

All about that bass: 
carmakers seek electric 
car sounds for post-
petrol era

vehicles, carmakers are 
searching for a new way to 
market the potency of their 
zero-emissions vehicles. 
 
"The electric vehicle sound 
is its identity. It cannot be too 
intrusive or annoying. It has 
to be futuristic and it cannot 
sound like anything we 
had in the past. We cannot 
simply add the sound of a 
combustion engine," Frank 
Welsch, responsible for 
technical development at 

Volkswagen, told Reuters. 
 
VW's electric cars will have 
speakers designed to draw 
the attention of pedestrians, 
Welsch said, standing next 
to a lime- green electric 
dune buggy being shown in 
Geneva. 
 
"Performance models need 
to have a more assertive 
sound, with more bass. It 
cannot be a high pitched 
din, like a sewing machine. It 
has to be futuristic," he said, 
adding that SUVs will have a 
deeper sound to reflect their 
bigger size. 
 
VW has already picked the 
sound for the Volkswagen 
ID compact vehicle due to 
hit showrooms in 2020, but 
it is still tweaking tones for 
derivatives like the dune 
buggy, he said. 
 
For its new EQC model, 
German rival Mercedes-
Benz developed an artificial 
humming noise loud enough 
to warn pedestrians that the 
vehicle is approaching, but 

AUTOMOBILE
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not disturb its passengers.

"We want the car to be as 
quiet as possible from the 
interior, but there are rules 
for sound decibel levels for 
the exterior," said Jochen 
Hermann, head of electric 
drive development at 
Mercedes-Benz. 
 
"We picked an acoustic 
signal for the EQC about 
a year ago and made a 
choice between three 
different sounds," he said, 
adding that the sound had 
to be as refined as the 
Stuttgart-based carmarker's 
combustion vehicles. 
 
"Take the Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class 12-cylinder model. 
If that approaches you at 10 
kilometers an hour you can 
also barely hear it, so we 
wanted a sound which also 
oozes refinement for the 

electric car," Hermann said.

"IN THE END"
Mercedes-AMG, a 
performance brand which 
takes pride in the loud 
exhaust notes from its eight 
and 12 cylinder combustion 
engines, is taking an 
unorthodox approach to 
make its future electric cars 
heard.  
 
AMG is working with the 
American rock band Linkin 
Park to find a potent artificial 
sound for its electric cars, 
Mercedes-AMG CEO Tobias 
Moers said. 
 
BMW Group is also working 
on the sound of a new 
electric Mini, according to 
Esther Bahne, Vice President 
Strategy and Innovation at 
BMW's Mini.

"Sound is definitely 
something that will shape 
the car's identity," Bahne 
said.

The challenge is most acute 
for sports car manufacturers, 
Michael Pfadenhauer, head 
of acoustics at Porsche, told 
the company's in-house 
Christophorus magazine.  
 
"There is no e-sound. It has 
to be invented. The sound 
transports the emotions 
of a vehicle. It gives you 
feedback about the potency 
and capability of the car," he 
said. 
 
"At low speeds and revs it 
needs to enable comfortable 
driving. At higher speeds 
in sports mode, a more 
intense acoustic feedback is 
needed to make customers 
experience the potential of 
the vehicle," Pfadenhauer 
told the magazine.
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Daimler and 
BMW are 
teaming up 
to develop 
autonomous 

driving technology to cut 
costs and set an industry 
standard that can help to 
shape future regulation 
for self-driving cars, senior 
executives said.

"It is a chicken and egg 
situation. Somebody has to 
standardize the technology 
and regulation will follow," 
Klaus Froehlich, BMW's 
board member responsible 
for development, said. 
 
Spiraling development costs 
for self-driving cars have 
forced BMW and Daimler 
to team up to share the 
financial and engineering 
burden, executives 
explained at a press 
conference in Geneva. 
 
With fully autonomous 
cars that lack drivers, 
manufacturers take on 

potential liability risks arising 
from accidents, pressuring 
the industry to clarify 
technological standards so 
that regulators can draw up 
rules.

"It is to push technology 
forward and to set standards 
already in generation two 
vehicles, and not just in 
generation four. We do not 
want to waste resources," 
Froehlich said to explain the 
collaboration between the 
German automakers. 
 
"We should not invent this 
complicated wheel twice. 
On the path to setting these 
standards, it makes sense 
to share some of these 
investments," Daimler board 
member Ola Kaellenius said. 
 
BMW and Daimler will form 
committees to pick potential 
suppliers of advanced 
driver assistance systems 
and autonomous driving 
technology in the coming 
four months, executives said. 
 

"Daimler started earlier 
working on autonomous 
driving; they have invested 
in fields of computer vision 
where the cooperation will 
benefit from this experience," 
BMW's Froehlich said.

Kaellenius said BMW and 
Daimler would develop 
next generation advanced 
driver assistance systems for 
compact and larger cars.

The collaboration is 
designed to set standards 
and at a later stage other 
partners will be invited to 
join, the executives said.

"FiatChrysler is already a 
partner (with BMW). We want 
this partner in the future," 
Froehlich said.

FiatChrysler Chief Executive 
Mike Manley said on Tuesday 
he would welcome an 
opportunity to continue 
collaborating with BMW 
on its next generation 
autonomous driving 
technology.

Daimler and BMW are teaming up to develop 
autonomous driving technology
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A 
Tinder-inspired 
app is helping 
farmers match up 
potential partners 
for their cattle.  

 
Called "Tudder" - a mix of 
dating app Tinder and udder 
- it lets farmers swipe right 
on cattle they like the look 
of. 
 
They are then directed to a 
page on the SellMyLivestock 
website where they can 
browse more pictures and 
data about the animals 
before deciding whether to 
buy. 
 
Valuable information is 
available on matters like milk 
yield and protein content, or 
calving potential, explained 
Doug Bairner, CEO of 
Hectare Agritech which runs 
SellMyLivestock (SML) and 
Graindex, a UK-based online 
agritech trading platform. 
 
"Matching livestock online 
is even easier than it is to 
match humans because 
there's a huge amount of 
data that sits behind these 
wonderful animals that 
predicts what their offspring 
will be," he said.

Launching just in time for 
Valentine's Day, the makers 
believer Tudder is the first 
ever matchmaking app for 
livestock. 
 
As with the human 
equivalent, farmers use 
smartphones to first choose 

whether they are looking for 
a male or female, swiping 
through photos - right for yes 
and left for no - until they 
find a match. 
 
Putting data at their 
fingertips connects farmers 
from all over the country, 
making trading easier.  
 

Cattle farmer and Tudder 
user James Bridger said 
it eases transport stress 
for animals and may rival 
traditional markets. 
 
"You've got all this data of its 
background and everything 
which if you're at a market 
you might not have had the 
time to go through for every 
single random animal," he 
told Reuters in the southern 
English county of Hampshire. 
 
"There's nothing better than 
seeing an animal in its home, 
its natural habitat, rather 
than putting it on a lorry. If 
someone rings up and wants 
to come and have a look, 
or even getting it from the 
picture, it's ideal really from 
that respect, and they're 
happier for it." 
 
SellMyLivestock has listed 
over ₤50 million of livestock, 
feed and bedding to sell 
in the last year, dispelling 
notions that farmers are 
stuck in the past, Bairner 
said. 
 
"Despite the rest of the 
world's view of farming, it's 
actually very technologically 
driven," he said, citing 
precision spraying, 
automated dairy units and 
genetic science.

A Tinder-
inspired app 
is helping 
farmers 
match up 
potential 
partners for 
their cattle. 

TECH
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N
igerian President 
Muhammadu 
Buhari won a 
second term 
at the helm of 

Africa's largest economy 
and top oil producer, the 
electoral commission 
chairman said, following an 
election marred by delays, 
logistical glitches and 
violence. 
 
He defeated his main 
opposition candidate Atiku 
Abubakar, a businessman 
and former vice president. 
Buhari secured 56 percent 
of votes, compared with 
41 percent for Atiku, a 
candidate for the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP). 
 
Buhari faces a daunting 
to-do list, including reviving 
an economy still struggling 
to recover from a 2016 

Nigeria's Buhari wins 
second term as president

recession and quelling 
a decade-old Islamist 
insurgency that has killed 
thousands of people in the 
northeast, many of them 
civilians. 
 
Addressing supporters at the 
campaign headquarters of 
his All Progressive Congress 
(APC) party in the capital 
Abuja, he promised to tackle 
these issues. 
 
"The new administration 
will intensify its efforts 
in security, restructuring 
the economy and fighting 
corruption," Buhari said after 
being declared the winner. 
He urged his supporters "not 
to gloat or humiliate" the 
opposition. 
 
A message on Buhari's 
Twitter feed showed a 
picture of him waving to 

supporters and a simple 
message "4+4" as he embarks 
on his second four-year 
term. 
 
The president won by 
3.9 million votes, having 
garnered 15.2 million to 
Atiku's 11.3 million. The 
election turnout was 35.6 
percent, the electoral 
commission said, which 
compared with 44 percent 
in the 2015 presidential 
election.

"Muhammadu Buhari of the 
APC, having satisfied the 
requirement of the law and 
scored the highest number 
of votes is hereby declared 
the winner," Mahmood 
Yakubu, chairman of the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC), told election officials 
and reporters. Buhari's 

"Muhammadu Buhari 
of the APC, having 
satisfied the requirement 
of the law and scored 
the highest number of 
votes is hereby declared 
the winner," Mahmood 
Yakubu, chairman of the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC), told election 
officials and reporters.
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supporters gathered at the 
party's headquarters to 
celebrate, many of them 
holding flags and dancing.  
 
"As a youth of Nigeria, I 
believe this is the way 
forward for this country and 
for my generation and that is 
why we choose to bring him 
back for the second time," 
said Juwarat Abubakar, a 
Buhari supporter. 
 
Osita Chidoka, a 
representative of the PDP 
and its defeated candidate 
Atiku, repeated the party's 
stance that it does not 
accept the election result.  
 
"We will explore all options 
including the belief that the 
legal process in Nigeria is 
one of the ways to resolve 
issues," he said. 
 
Buhari's party has said the 
opposition was trying to 
discredit the returns from 
Saturday's election. 
 
The accusations have 
ratcheted up tensions in a 
country whose six decades 
of independence have been 
marked by long periods 
of military rule, coups and 
secessionist wars. 
 
Observers from the 
Economic Community of 
West African States, the 
African Union and the 
United Nations appealed 
to all parties to await the 
official results, expected 
later this week, before filing 
complaints. 
 
The candidate with the most 
votes nationwide is declared 
the winner as long as they 
have at least one-quarter 
of the vote in two-thirds of 
Nigeria's 36 states and the 
capital, Abuja. Otherwise 

there is a second-round 
run-off. 
 
Buhari secured enough 
votes to meet both 
requirements.

MARRED BY 
VIOLENCE
Analysts had forecast a 
tough race for Buhari, but his 
comfortable victory capped 
a remarkable turnaround. 
 
Buhari, 76, took office in 
2015 and sought a second 
term with pledges to fight 
corruption and overhaul 
Nigeria's creaking road and 
rail network. 
 
Atiku, 72, had said he would 
aim to double the size of the 
economy to $900 billion by 
2025, privatise the state oil 
company and expand the 
role of the private sector. 
 
Voting took place after a 
week-long delay which the 
election commission said 
was due to its inability to get 
ballots and results sheets to 

all parts of the country. 
 
The event - Africa's largest 
democratic exercise - was 
also marred by violence 
with at least 47 people killed 
since Saturday, according 
to the Situation Room, a 
monitoring organisation 
linking various civil society 
groups. 
 
Some deaths resulted from 
clashes between groups 
allied to the leading parties 
and the police over the 
theft of ballot boxes and 
allegations of vote fraud. 
 
Police have not yet provided 
official casualty figures. 
 
In his address, Buhari said 
he was saddened by the 
loss of lives during the 
elections and commended 
Nigeria's security agencies 
for their work "as severely 
overstretched as they are." 
 
More than 260 people have 
been killed since the start 
of the election campaign 
in October. The toll so far 
is lower than in earlier 
elections, but the worst 
violence occurred previously 
only after results were 
announced. 
 
The vote was also affected 
by problems with smart-card 
readers that authenticate 
voters' fingerprints. That 
meant voting in a small 
number of precincts was put 
off.

U.S. observers said the 
week-long delay in holding 
the election damaged public 
trust in the process and 
probably reduced Saturday's 
voter turnout, while the 
European Union said the 
vote was hit by "serious 
operational shortcomings".
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In a workshop in 
southeast England 
a restorer carefully 
removes the saddle 
of an old rocking 

horse, preparing it for repair. 
Upstairs, hammer in hand, 
a finisher drives nails into a 
saddle blanket on a newly 
carved, stained and polished 
wooden model.  
 
The rocking horses are 
among dozens being 
worked on or on display at 
Stevenson Brothers, a British 
business dedicated to the 
handcraft of the traditional 
toy it has sold to royal 

Fit for a prince or princess:  
making rocking horses for royals

households in Europe and 
the Middle East.Twins Marc 
and Tony Stevenson have 
been making the bespoke  
replicas for 37 years, 
including models for Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth, a longtime 
horse and racing enthusiast.  
 
"We're very lucky that all 
our work is appreciated 
by royal families all over 
the world," co-owner 
Marc Stevenson said. 
 
"We've got horses out in the 
Middle East, in the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain 
and Qatar and some of the 

European royal families as 
well, and we were lucky 
enough to have a few in our 
own royal family here (in 
Britain)." 
 
These include several 
presented to the British 
monarch: a replica of her 
favourite coloured horse 
"Tinkerbell", a dapple grey 
for her 2002 Golden Jubilee 
and a black oak horse for her 
2012 Diamond Jubilee.  
 
Based in the village of 
Bethersden in Kent, the 
firm makes about 170-
180 rocking horses a year, 

CRAFTSMANSHIP
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with Fernandes Exquisite 
Creations, Stevenson 
Brothers also made a zebra 
encrusted with more than 
80,000 Svarovski crystals, a 
model worth ₤129,000. 
 
"There is no age limit on the 
rocking horse, people buy 
them for babies that aren't 
even born yet and they buy 
them for 80, 90-year-old 
women and gentlemen as 
well," Stevenson said.  
 
"There's something about 
horses that is innate in us... 
They were our mode of 
transport, they were our 
method of farming. Rocking 
horses were made to teach 
children to ride." 
 
With Prince Harry and 
his wife Meghan Markle 
expecting their first child 
this spring, could the royal 
offspring one day ride such a 
rocking horse?  
 
"We'd like to think the royal 
children will be given a 
rocking horse of course," 
Stevenson said. "Who knows, 
it might just happen that we 
get a commission for the 
latest baby."

with prices starting at 
&pound;1,000 for a miniature 
model. Stevenson said 
limited edition pieces like 
the Diamond Jubilee horse 
cost &pound;10,000 plus 
value added tax.

BRITISH 
CRAFTSMANSHIP

Among its catalogue of 
works are reproductions 
of designs by 19th century 
rocking horse maker F.H. 
Ayres, and models made 
with oak, tulip wood 
and chestnut creations. 

The company uses 
predominantly English hard 
woods and English leather.

"It was never going to be a 
low price item," Stevenson 
said citing materials used, 
which also include real horse 
hair.  
 
"We make them in Britain 
in this workshop, it's British 
craftsmanship that we're 
paying for." 
 
The horses take three 
months to make and 
requests have included 
life-size models as well as 
a rocking tiger. Together 

"We make them 
in Britain in 
this workshop, 
it's British 
craftsmanship 
that we're 
paying for."

CRAFTSMANSHIP
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Many new 
mothers 
worldwide 
express 
anxiety 

and guilt about leaving 
their babies to return to 
work, and some worry their 
nations' maternity policies 
reflect societies that value 
productivity over raising 
children. 
 
In a series of interviews 
for Reuters ahead of 
International Women's Day, 

mothers from the United 
States to Uruguay to South 
Africa to Singapore told 
of their concerns about 
stopping work to give 
birth and look after their 
newborns. 
 
An Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) report 
in 2016 found that among 
OECD countries, mothers 
are on average entitled to 
18 weeks of paid maternity 
leave around childbirth.  
 
But the range is vast. While 
some countries - such as 
Britain and Russia, offer 
many months or even 
several years of maternity 
leave, the United States is 
the only country to offer no 
statutory entitlement to paid 
leave on a national basis.  
 
Blanca Eschbach, a new 
mother in San Antonio, 
Texas, returned to work after 
taking 10 weeks off to have 

her baby. "I think as a society 
we value productivity above 
family life," she said. "You 
almost feel rushed to get 
back to work." 
 
Eschbach said she'd like 
longer to be at home with 
her child - ideally 16 weeks - 
but her family can't afford it. 
 
Tatiana Barcellos, 37, a civil 
servant for the Federal 
Prosecutor's Office in Brazil, 
also told Reuters she was 
"anxious and worried" about 
going back to work, and 
concerned that "my absence 
causes stress to my baby". 
 
In the Netherlands, Lucie 
Sol, a 32-year-old social 
worker and mother to baby 
Lena Amelie, said returning 
to work "comes with a lot of 
guilt". 
 
"I feel bad leaving her 
behind," she told. "She's 
only five and a half months 
old, so I want to keep her 
close." 
 
Sol took an extra three 
months off, extending 
her leave to 27 weeks in 
total. Her boyfriend Rudie 
Jonkmans, got two days of 
official paternity leave and 
added three extra weeks of 
holiday time to be with his 
family. Paternity leave in the 
Netherlands has since been 
extended to a maximum of 
five days. 
 
In Belarus, however, things 
are a little different for 

New mothers suffer nerves, 
guilt as maternity leave ends
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28-year-old Alesia Rutsevich, 
who is returning to work as 
an ophthalmologist after 
having her son three years 
ago. 
 
Under statutory maternity 
leave in Belarus mothers 
are paid their average 
monthly income for 70 days 
before birth and 56 days 
afterwards. Childcare leave 
can be taken for up to three 
years after the birth by any 
working relative or child's 
guardian. Recipients are paid 
a fixed sum according to the 
number of children in the 
family.   
 
Rutsevich says she feels 
happy to have had significant 
time with her baby, and says 
her country's policy is good. 
 
"The duration of the 
childcare leave is quite 
optimal," she said. "I believe 
that by three years the 
child is growing up, and his 
health is improving, and his 
behaviour." 

 
Ferzanah Essack, a 36-year-
old mother and software 
developer in South Africa, 
says the law there allows for 
four months maternity leave 
- although employers are not 
obliged to pay employees 
during this time - and 10 
days paternity leave.  
 
Essack says she is "very 
nervous" about going back 
to work, but her baby, Salma, 
will be looked after by her 
mother and mother-in-law 
for free.

"We pay (for childcare) in 
love and kisses," she said. 
"With lots of love, because 
it's the grannies."

Hundreds of people 
descended on the 
town of Ashbourne 

in central England to play 
a traditional football game 
in which the rules are hazy 
and the goals three miles 
apart. 
 
The Royal Shrovetide 
Football Match involves 
teams called the Up ards 
and the Down ards, who 
battle to try and tap the 

ball three times on stone plinths that act as goals. 
 
Well aware of the passions involved, local shops close early and 
board up as if preparing for a riot.

UK town battens down the hatches  
for crazy 'royal' football game

Due to the large numbers taking 
part, there is little kicking of the 
ball with players instead tending 
to carry the ball across the 
boundary-free pitch.

The match is played from 2 to 
10 p.m. on both Shrove Tuesday 
and the following day, Ash 
Wednesday, but goals are rare 
because of the size of the pitch, 
with last year's match finishing 1-1.

The centuries-old event in 
Derbyshire gained its "royal" 
title when the future Edward 
VIII started the game in 1928 by 
throwing up the ball in traditional 
fashion, an act since repeated by 
present heir to the throne Prince 
Charles in 2003.
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S
cientifi c investigation into 
the world's second man 
cleared of the AIDS virus is 
zooming in on a gene and 
a treatment side-eff ect, as 

newly-enthused researchers strive 
to fi nd a cure for the disease that has 
killed millions.  

Known as the "London Patient", the 
man had HIV and a type of blood 
cancer called Hodgkin's lymphoma. 
He responded successfully to a bone 
marrow transplant from a donor 
with rare genetic resistance to HIV 
infection.

The transplant cleared the man's 
cancer and his HIV, but the resistant 
genes may not be the sole cause of 
his HIV remission. 

Since the pandemic began in the 
1980s, more than 70 million people 
have been infected with HIV and 
about 35 million have died, most in 
Africa. Medical advances mean tests 
can detect HIV early, new drugs can 
control it, and there are ways to stop it 
spreading - but 37 million people still 
live with the virus.

The London Patient's case gives fresh 
hope to scientists and pharmaceutical 
researchers who have spent decades 
looking for ways to end AIDS. HIV 
expert Sharon Lewin said two factors 
were probably at play in his success 

Scientifi c investigation into the
world's second man cleared 
of the AIDS virus

story: the genetic 
resistance and a 
transplant side-eff ect 
that attacks immune 
cells.

"The new bone 
marrow is resistant 
to HIV, and also 
the new bone 
marrow is actively 
eliminating any 
HIV-infected cells 
through something 
called 'graft versus 
host' disease," said 
Lewin, co-chair of 
the International 
AIDS Society's 
cure research 
advisory board and 
a researcher at 
Australia's Doherty 
Institute.

The London Patient joins 
the fi rst case of this kind, 
Timothy Ray Brown - or the 
"Berlin Patient" - whose HIV 
was eradicated by a similar 
transplant treatment in 2007. 
It involved the destruction 
of his immune system and 
transplanted stem cells 
with a gene mutation called 
CCR5 that resists HIV.

The AIDS virus uses CCR5 to 
enter cells, but if the gene 
is mutated, HIV cannot latch 
onto cells and infect them.

This "graft versus host" eff ect 
is akin to a deadly battle 
of two immune systems, 
explained Steven Deeks, an 
HIV expert at the University 
of California. The incoming 
transplanted donor-immune 
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cells seek out and destroy 
all the host's immune cells - 
including those in which HIV 
can hide out, he said. 
 
"The transplant resulted in 
the complete destruction of 
the old immune system and 
the construction of a new 
immune system in which 
the (HIV) virus can't replicate 
(because of the genetic 
mutation). That is the cure," 
Deeks told Reuters.

"LONG WAY TO 
GO"
But such transplants are 
complex, expensive and 
highly risky to the patients, 
who would run a risk of 
dying in the process. 
 
"So the key is that someone 
has to come up with a way to 
deliver (CCR5) gene-editing 
capability to all the (immune 
system) T-cells - and that's 
what people are working on 
right now," Deeks added. 
 
Teams in labs around the 
world, as well as drug 
companies including 
Gilead Sciences, Johnson 

and GSK's ViiV Healthcare, 
have very early-stage cure 
studies in the works, said 
Rowena Johnston, director 
of research at U.S. AIDS 
research foundation amfAR.  
 
"Companies dip their toes in 
and out of cure research." 
 
But the idea of looking for a 
cure involving bone marrow 
transplants to destroy and 
replace the immune systems 
of all those infected with HIV 
is a non-starter.  
 
Many patients currently have 
good control of their disease 
with treatments such as 
Gilead's anti-retroviral drug 
Biktarvy, which combines 
three HIV medicines in a 
single daily tablet.  
 
"I'd rather be on the single 
pill a day with very little 
toxicities than risk something 
as draconian as a transplant," 
said Anthony Fauci, director 
of the U.S. National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases. 
 
He and others said the 
London Patient's case does, 
however, underline that in 

this approach, two factors 
combined are crucial - the 
CCR5 genetic resistance, 
plus its delivery to all cells, 
including immune cells. 
 
Some research teams in the 
United States and elsewhere 
are developing gene-editing 
techniques to edit CCR5 
cells outside of the body and 
reintroduce the edited cells 
back to patients.  
 
Specialists said this method 
has its limits, because it 
only edits some cells and 
leaves native wild type 
cells untouched in the body 
where HIV can still hide. 
 
Other avenues are also 
being explored.  
 
Dan Barouch, a vaccine 
researcher at the Harvard-
affiliated Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center 
in Boston, is working with 
Gilead to develop what's 
known as a "kick and kill" 
treatment. 
 
The idea is to use an initial 
drug to flush out HIV that 
is hiding from the immune 
system and then use 
standard antiretrovirals to 
kill the newly-exposed virus. 
Animal studies have shown 
hope, but it has not yet been 
proven in people. 
 
"All HIV cure approaches in 
general are in their infancy," 
he said in a telephone 
interview.  
 
Rare cases of remission, 
such as the London and 
Berlin patients "provide 
a lot of enthusiasm and 
motivation" for research 
teams and show that a cure 
can be achieved, he said, 
"but we still have a long way 
to go".

Some research 
teams in the 
United States 
and elsewhere 
are developing 
gene-editing 
techniques 
to edit CCR5 
cells outside of 
the body and 
reintroduce the 
edited cells back 
to patients. 
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The World Health 
Organization 
unveiled a 
landmark 
reform on 

Wednesday that targets 
billions of people around 
the globe and puts a stress 
on primary care for all rather 
than "moonshot" projects like 
eradicating diseases. 
 
The reform firmly reshapes 
the Geneva-based U.N. 
health agency with the 
manifesto of its Director-
General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, an Ethiopian 
who is the first African in 
the job. He was elected in 
2017 promising to focus on 
"universal health coverage" 
(UHC). 
 
His back-to-basics approach 
won fervent support among 
health ministers, partly 
reflecting the WHO's failure 
in 2014 to seize on what 
became the world's worst 
Ebola outbreak, and the 
fact that many of the 11,300 
deaths in that outbreak 
would have been prevented 
by better primary healthcare 
in West Africa.

Announcing the reforms, 
Tedros told WHO staff that 

WHO chief unveils reforms, with 
more science, apps and an academy

UHC is the "WHO top priority, 
and is central to everything 
we do". 
 
The WHO has a five-year  
triple billion target, with 
one billion more people 
benefitting from UHC, one 
billion more people better 
protected from health 
emergencies, and one billion 
more people enjoying better 
health and well-being. 
 
Alongside this ambition to 
cast a huge global net, there 
will be a new chief scientist 
role, reflecting the WHO's 
determination to be ahead 
of the curve on frontier 
technologies such as gene 
editing, and to ensure its 
member countries are first 
to benefit from research and 
innovation. 
 
A new chief of antimicrobial 
resistance will tackle what 
Tedros told staff was "one 
of the most urgent health 
threats of our time". 
 
The agency will also focus 
more on "digital health", 
using text messages to 
spread messages about 
vaccination and smartphone 
applications to help people 
manage and monitor their 
health.  
 
"We also working on 
software to monitor blood 
pressure using a smartphone 
camera," said Takeshi Kasai, 
the WHO's Western Pacific 
head.

Carissa Etienne, the agency's 
Americas chief, announced 
a new WHO Academy based 
in Lyon, France, that she said 

would  "revolutionise health 
learning globally". 
 
"Our vision is a state-of-
the-art school to deliver 
high-quality, multi-lingual 
learning, both on-line and in-
person, alongside a cutting-
edge simulation centre for 
health emergencies," she 
said.

The agency is developing 
business and financing plans 
for the school, and building 
a network of partners 
including MIT, the National 
University of Singapore and 
IMD in Lausanne, she said. 
 
Over the past few years, the 
WHO's emergency response 
- reacting to outbreaks of 
Ebola, Zika virus, measles, 
cholera and other diseases 
- had changed the agency's 
image, Tedros said. He 
added that emergency 
preparedness remained 
weaker than emergency 
response and needed 
strengthening. 
 
"Fighting fires is important. 
But preventing them is even 
better."
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F
itbit Inc launched its cheapest smartwatch to defend its 
position as the second-largest seller of smartwatches after 
Apple Inc. 
 
San Francisco-based Fitbit said the Versa Lite smartwatch 

will cost $160, down from $200 for the full version. While still 
tracking workouts and heart rate, it will lack some features such as 
the ability to store music directly on the watch. 
 
In 2018, Fitbit sold 5.5 million smartwatches, behind the biggest 
seller Apple Inc's 22.5 million units, but just ahead of Samsung's 5.3 
million units, according to data firm Strategy Analytics. But Samsung 
overtook Fitbit on a quarterly basis in the last three months of 2018.  
 
Indeed, rivalry for a greater share of the market has heated up as 
Apple and Samsung have added features for health tracking, Fitbit's 
core focus. The Apple Watch included an electrocardiogram feature 
last year, and Samsung this year added a blood pressure sensor to 
its Galaxy Active Watch. 
 
Fitbit also announced new versions of its cheaper trackers in a bid 
to lure more casual users who might not be ready to fork out for the 
pricier devices of its rivals: The $100 Fitbit HR, capable of tracking 
heart rate, and the $70 Ace 2, which tracks activity in children as 
young as 6 years old. Apple does not make a cheaper tracker and 
its watches start at $279, while Samsung's tracker and watches start 
at $200. 
 
Fitbit is trying to persuade investors that it can hang on to users and 
sell them future devices if it gets them onto its tracking platform, 
which can store and share health and activity data. Chief Executive 
James Park said at a press event ahead of the product release that 
the company has nearly 28 million active users. Last month, Fitbit 
forecast first-quarter revenue of between $250 million and $268 
million. That was lower than analysts' average sales expectation of 
$272.3 million, according to IBES data from Refinitiv.

Amazon.com Inc will 
close all of its U.S. 
pop-up stores and 

focus instead on opening 
more book stores, a company 
spokesperson said.

The company's shares closed 
down 1.4 percent, while shares 
of bookseller Barnes Noble Inc 
ended 8.9 percent lower.

Amazon's 87 pop-up stores 
in the United States are 
expected to close by the 
end of April, the Wall Street 
Journal reported earlier on 
Wednesday, citing some of 
the employees at the stores.

The news underscores how 
the online retailer is still 
working out its brick-and-
mortar strategy. Pop-up stores 
for years helped Amazon 
showcase novel products 
like its voice-controlled Echo 
speakers, but the company 
is now able to market those 
products and more at its 
larger chain of Whole Foods 
stores, acquired in 2017, and 
cashierless Amazon Go stores, 
which opened to the public 
last year.

The online retail giant will 
also open more "4-star stores" 
- stores that sell items rated 
4-stars or higher by Amazon 
customers, the spokesperson 
added.

"After much review, we came 
to the decision to discontinue 
our pop-up kiosk program, 
and are instead expanding 
Amazon Books and Amazon 
4-star, where we provide 
a more comprehensive 
customer experience and 
broader selection."

Amazon to close 
U.S. pop-up stores, 
focus on opening 
more book stores

Fitbit launches lower-cost fitness 
devices to combat Samsung, Apple
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A
utomakers and 
technology 
companies racing 
to develop self-
driving vehicles 

are running into a problem: 
cars that can think are no 
good without affordable 
and reliable technology that 
allows cars to see.   
 
With the notable exception 
of Elon Musk Tesla Inc, most 
automakers have said their 
self-driving cars will rely on 
a detection system known 
as lidar. The state of the 
art sensors use laser light 
pulses to render precise 
images of the environment 
around the car.  
 
Pressure to launch self-
driving cars is already 
pushing many players 
to place bets on the 
technology. General Motors 
Co, Ford Motor Co and BMW 

A chaotic market for one 
sensor stalls  
self-driving cars

are expected to deploy 
sensors from well-funded 
lidar startups Velodyne and 
Innoviz on their initial self-
driving cars over the next 
two years.  
 
More than $1 billion in 
corporate and private 
investment has been plowed 
into some 50 lidar startups 
over the past three years, 
including a record $420 
million in 2018, according to 
a Reuters analysis of publicly 
available investment data. 

Velodyne and Swedish 
supplier Veoneer Inc will 
provide lidar for Ford's first 
automated vehicle in mid-
2021, according to a source 
familiar with the project. 
Velodyne President Marta 
Hall describes the program 
as "a billion-dollar-plus deal" 
for the privately held lidar 
pioneer, whose $75,000 

HDL-64E can be seen on the 
roofs of many self-driving 
prototypes in Silicon Valley. 
 
But automakers and large 
suppliers have yet to settle 
on a winning technology, 
meaning there are no real 
sector standards for the 
sensors to date that would 
encourage mass production 
and lower the cost.    
 
The initial payoff for 
investors and startups looks 
thin. Automotive lidar is 
expected to generate only 
$2.5 billion in revenue by 
2025, according to industry 
researcher IHS Markit. 
 
"You can overcome certain 
things with additional capital, 
but you can't overcome 
physics" in trying to rapidly 
develop, package and 
implement the latest lidar 
technology, said Austin 
Russell, chief executive 
and co-founder of lidar 
startup Luminar, which has 
funding from Volvo Cars 
and development deals 
with Toyota Motor Corp and 
Volkswagen AG's Audi brand.  
 
"That's the fundamental 
barrier that's holding the 
vast majority of the industry 
behind". 
 
Interviews with two dozen 
executives at startups, 
automakers, suppliers, 
investment and research 
firms underscored that there 
is plenty of chatter, but little 
consensus on lidar. 
 
Toyota has partnered with 
several lidar startups, 
including Blackmore and 
Luminar, but the Japanese 
automaker continues to 
evaluate new sensing 
technologies and is not keen 
for a shakeout to start yet, 
said Ryan Eustice, senior 
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vice president of automated 
driving at Toyota Research 
Institute.

"We want to see an 
ecosystem happen. There 
a diversity of technology 
that we like to gauge 
(and) different strengths 
and weaknesses in 
how you approach the 
technology. It's also good 
to have competitive market 
pressure", Eustice said. 
 
Eventually, the lidar sector 
could be squeezed down 
to just five or six key players  
as happened with the far 
more mature radar sensor 
technology. But that is not 
likely to unfold until after 
2025 and perhaps not 
until 2030, executives and 
researchers told Reuters. 
 
"its going to be a long 
runway", IHS Senior Analyst 
Jeremy Carlson said. 
 
That presents a big risk: 
investing in technology that 
may be obsolete by the 
time large numbers of those 
vehicles start rolling off 
assembly lines after 2025. 
 
If a vehicle assembler 
gets "too wrapped up in a 
technology, you might be 

at a disadvantage because 
a newer, less expensive 
system could come along, 
said Chris Heiser, CEO of 
automated vehicle software 
company Renovo. 
 
Even experts do not seem 
to agree on the etymology 
of the name lidar, which 
is either a mashup of light 
and radar, according to the 
Oxford English Dictionary, 
or an acronym for light 
detection and ranging (or, 
in some references, laser 
detection and ranging). 
 
Nor is there full agreement 
on whether lidar is really 
necessary to make self-
driving cars work.  
 
Tesla CEO Musk insists the 
electric carmaker so-called 
Autopilot system does not 
need it, relying instead on 
a combination of radar, 
cameras and software. 
 
Lidar remains a relatively 
young technology that 
is still in flux, with bulky 
electromechanical devices 
such as Velodyne popular 
rooftop unit rapidly 
transitioning to newer, more 
compact and more capable 
solid-state devices designed 
to sell for less than $10,000 

in limited quantities, and 
eventually as little as $200 in 
mass production. 
 
"This requires quantum 
leaps in innovation in lidar 
technology," Thomas Sedran, 
in charge of evaluating 
Volkswagen's autonomous 
strategy in commercial 
vehicles, told Reuters 
Tuesday at the Geneva 
motor show of the need to 
cut costs. 
 
Aptiv PLC has been among 
the most active suppliers 
in developing automated 
driving systems, investing in 
three lidar startups: Innoviz, 
Quanergy and LeddarTech. 
It is also a key supplier of 
automotive radar, a sensing 
technology often paired with 
lidar. 
 
Glen De Vos, Aptiv chief 
technology officer, said lidar 
could follow radar extended 
maturation process, with 
technology, size, cost 
and reliability optimized 
over time as demand and 
production volume ramp up. 
 
"It takes a few generations 
and iterations for that cost 
curve to come down", he 
said. "It could be a five- to 
10-year process".
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F
acebook Inc Chief 
Executive Mark 
Zuckerberg said 
the company 
would encrypt 

conversations on more of 
its messaging services and 
make them compatible, the 
latest sign that the world's 
biggest social network sees 
its future in intimate online 
chats. 
 
Zuckerberg said in a post 
on his Facebook profile that 
within a few years direct 
messaging would dwarf 
discussion on the traditional, 
open platform of Facebook's 
news feed, where public 
posts can go viral across the 
world. 
 
"Working towards 
implementing end-to-end 
encryption for all private 
communications is the right 
thing to do," Zuckerberg said. 
He cautioned that details of 
the plan could change as the 

added. 

"The future of 
communication will 
increasingly shift to private, 
encrypted services where 
people can be confident 
what they say to each other 
stays secure and their 
messages and content won't 
stick around forever," he said. 
"This is the future I hope we 
will help bring about." 
 
Facebook shares rose 0.7 
percent. Shares in Snap Inc, 
which owns messaging app 
Snapchat, ended down more 
than 2 percent.  
 
Zuckerberg acknowledged 
that the public may be 
skeptical about Facebook's 
privacy push given the 
company does not have 
a "strong reputation for 
building privacy protective 
services." 
 
Lawmakers, users and 
investors have expressed 
concerns over the last two 
years that Facebook is not 
doing enough to safeguard 
user data after a series of 
breaches and privacy bugs. 
 
But Zuckerberg wrote that 
"we've repeatedly shown 
that we can evolve to build 
the services that people 
really want." 
 
Facebook is one of the 
biggest global players in 
private messaging with its 
WhatsApp, Messenger and 
Instagram, each used by 
more than 1 billion people. 
Only WhatsApp fully secures 
message content from 
all outsiders, including 
Facebook itself.  
 
Police have raised concerns 
about introducing similar 
security to the other services 
because they would no 

company consults experts 
throughout 2019.

The strategy could 
frustrate law enforcement 
surveillance efforts as 
well as lawmakers who 
have called on Facebook 
to better moderate user 
content. It also would limit 
the company's ability to 
generate revenue through 
targeted ads. 

But Zuckerberg said he 
could live with those 
tradeoffs because users 
want better control of their 
data while still having easy 
access to their contacts. 
 
As part of Zuckerberg's 
strategy, a Facebook 
user would be able 
to communicate with 
WhatsApp users while only 
having a Messenger account 
and vice versa. Users would 
also have more options for 
how long chats are saved, he 

Zuckerberg says Facebook's future 
is going big on private chats
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longer be able to access 
online chat records to track 
religious extremists or other 
perpetrators. 
 
Regulators have called 
for Facebook to increase 
moderation of user content, 
but more encryption would 
make it difficult to view and 
track problematic posts. 
 
Encrypted conversations 
also limit Facebook's 
ability to send targeted 
advertisements. 

Facebook may need to look 
for new ways to insert itself 
between businesses and 
consumers to generate 
revenue. 
 
Tencent Holdings Ltd's  
WeChat app has shown how 
a messaging service can 
generate revenue through 
not only displaying ads, 

But also being a marketplace 
for games, merchandise and 
services such as taxi rides. 
 
Facebook has encouraged 
messaging conversations 
between businesses and 
consumers since at least 
2016 but has not disclosed 
its revenue from the efforts. 
 
Zuckerberg said that 
"significant thought" still 
needs to go into integrating 
commerce into messaging.  
 
James Cordwell, a financial 
analyst at Atlantic Equities, 
said Facebook's strategy 
risks undercutting its current 
way of making money. 
 
"But if they can pull off this 
WeChat-esque strategy," 
he said, "it could open up 
material revenue streams 
beyond just advertising, 
something that investors 
have been craving for quite 
some time."

Chinese e-commerce 
company JD.Com Inc 
has launched a store 

on Google Express, the online 
shopping site owned by the 
search engine of Alphabet 
Inc. 
 
The quiet launch marks the 
latest development in an 
ongoing tie-up between 
Alphabet and JD.Com, 
as each aims to take on 
respective rivals Amazon Inc 
and Alibaba Group Holding 
Ltd. 
 
The site, called Joybuy, offers 
a range of simple consumer 
electronics like battery 
chargers, dashboard phone 
mounts, electric kettles. Most 
of the products listed in the 
store are priced under $100 
and come from little-known 
brands. 
 
"What we can share at 
this stage is that we are 
conducting test operations 
during this early phase," said 
a JD.com spokeswoman in an 
email. 
 
A Google spokesman 
declined to comment. 
 
The store's launch comes 
after Google agreed to invest 
$550 million in JD.com in June 
2018. That deal came after 
Google funded several small 

Chinese e-commerce company JD.Com 
launches store on Google shopping site

Chinese tech companies, 
most of which specialized 
in artificial intelligence. 
Google's search engine 
has been inaccessible from 
China since 2010, though the 
company maintains sales 
and engineering teams in the 
country. 
 
The two companies also 
share several common 
partners in the United States 
and Asia. Both have invested 
in Go-Jek and Indonesian 
ride-hailing company. 
JD.Com also received funding 
from Walmart, which until 
recently was one of several 
companies to operate 
online storefronts on Google 
Express. 
 
Google launched Google 
Express in 2013 as an attempt 
to challenge Amazon, which 
competes with the search 
giant for advertising revenue.  
 
JD.com has also competed 
against its rival Alibaba in 
China and abroad. Most of 
their overseas efforts have 
occurred in Southeast Asia, 
though both have made small 
inroads in the United States. 
Alibaba announced it would 
team up with Boca Raton, 
Florida-based Office Depot 
to launch a co-branded 
website aimed at American 
consumers.
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Ride-hailing company Uber Technologies Inc 
is planning to expand into additional cities in 
Germany this year, its European chief told a 

German newspaper. 
 
Uber currently is active in Berlin, Munich, Duesseldorf 
and Frankfurt. 
 
"In the course of the year we will expand our offering 
to additional German cities," Pierre-Dimitri Gore-Coty, 
Uber's vice president and regional general manager 
of Europe, Middle East, and Africa, told Funke 
Mediengruppe. He did not specify any locations.

Uber to expand in 
Germany in 2019:  

Funke Mediengruppe

Amazon, Berkshire, 
JPMorgan healthcare 
company to be 
called Haven

Amazon.com Inc, Berkshire Hathaway 
Inc and JPMorgan Chase Co said their 
joint healthcare company would be 

called Haven and will focus on better primary 
care access, simpler insurance benefits and 
more affordable prescription drugs for their 
employees. 
 
Haven will be tasked with improving 
healthcare for the three companies' 1.2 million 
employees and family members in the United 
States, but will also share its findings with 
outsiders, according to its website, launched. 
 
Haven did not say when the changes would 
be in place for employees. 
 
The three companies announced plans for a 
new venture in January of 2018, shaking the 
shares of health insurance companies like 
UnitedHealth Group Inc and Cigna Corp that 
manage large corporate benefits on worries 
that Amazon would disrupt the traditional 
insurance and drug benefit businesses. 
 
Haven Chief Executive Atul Gawande, who has 
been running the company since July, said 
in a news release that the company  plans to 
start small and expand. 
 
Haven said it is "interested in working with 
clinicians and insurance companies to 
improve the overall health care system," 
according to the website. 
 
Haven is based in Boston and has offices in 
New York.

China's securities regulator has given 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) access 
to China's capital markets via a yuan-

denominated inbound investment scheme. The IMF 
has obtained the licence to buy Chinese securities 
under the Renminbi Qualified Foreign Institutional 
Investor (RQFII) scheme, the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission said in a statement on its 
website. The approval was granted on March 5, 2019.

China securities regulator gives IMF 
access to China's capital markets
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