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inclusive as possible and to have as 
broad a swath of the country and 
the rest of the world on Twitter 
and that they find it interesting 
and entertaining and funny and 
that it makes their life better.” That 
seems to be consistent with his 
notion that Twitter ought to be 
pleasurable, which he expressed 
just days after the deal was 
made public. “Let’s make Twitter 
maximum fun!” 

Musk has mentioned a few 
aspects on Twitter that he may 
change, including his support for 
an edit button. Additionally, he 
tweeted that while Twitter will 
continue to be free for most users, 
"a slight cost for commercial/
government users" may be 
introduced in the future.

Many politicians, businesses, 
government organisations, and 
other officials utilise Twitter to 
convey developments in real-time.

He demanded that end-to-end 
encryption be added to Twitter's 
private direct chats to make them 
more secure and ensure that 
"no one can spy on or hack your 
messages." The richest man in 
the world, Mr Musk, noted that 
premium customers would receive 
preferential treatment in replies 
and searches, as well as half as 
many adverts.

If you are a ‘Free Bird’ keep 
tweeting!

EDITOR'S NOTE

Read more! log on to: www.britishherald.com www.facebook.com/britishherald

The Agony of the ‘Caged’ Bird

The Twitter bird's feet were 
tied, and its wings were 
clipped. It had always 

wished to be free but never tasted 
the freedom of expression. It was 
like a bird in a cage, powerless 
to grow or change. It had long 
maintained some semblance of 
optimism over its eventual ability 
to fly. Its vocals were continually 
quavering and quivering. While 
seeking freedom, it had always 
been afraid of the decisions it 
would make.

The "Chief twit" has finally "freed 
the bluebird", allowing it to fly 
high in the air with the winds. On 
his way in, Elon Musk was forced 
to fire the top management, 
why wouldn't he be doing it? No 
profit for years. Since Musk made 
it plain that "We need to pay the 
bills somehow," it will undoubtedly 
need a strong hand to restructure 
the Twitter business. In order to 
boost transparency and promote 
free speech, he wants the 
company to open up its algorithm.

From among the numerous 
strategic growth impressions in 
place "Strength to the people! $8/
month for Blue "requires special 
mention, as expressed by the 
millionaire on Twitter. He has 
called the outdated blue tick 
verification mechanism a "system 
of lords and peasants." Musk also 
wants to lessen Twitter's reliance 
on advertisements, despite the 
fact that some businesses have 
grown wary of advertising on the 
platform under his leadership.

Talking about free speech, earlier 

Soumia Grace Lobo, Editorial Team

mail@britishherald.com

Twitter had banned former 
president Donal Trump. Musk 
called it “foolish in the extreme,” 
and said he would roll it back. 
“Twitter has become kind of the de 
facto town square, so it’s just really 
important that people have, both 
the reality and the perception that 
they are able to speak freely within 
the bounds of the law,” he said 
during a TED interview in April. 
Permanent bans may polarise 
discourse, according to Musk. 
Many people believe that Musk 
could relax content control at 
Twitter, which currently has rules 
for eliminating violent, offensive, 
and other content, given his public 
beliefs on expanding "free speech."

 Twitter's safeguards might be 
overturned by Musk, according to 
staff members and social media 
specialists. Insiders and onlookers 
claim that the adjustments could 
tilt Twitter in a rightward direction. 
Musk wants to “hew close to” the 
laws where Twitter operates. “If the 
citizens want something banned, 
then pass a law to do so, otherwise 
it should be allowed,” he tweeted 
in May. “A social media platform’s 
policies are good if the most 
extreme 10% on left and right are 
equally unhappy,” he tweeted the 
week before Twitter agreed to his 
purchase offer.

Musk claimed the social 
networking platform is "sort of 
niche" at the Met Gala in New York 
in May, which he attended with his 
mother, according to Reuters. He 
hopes to recruit more people. “My 
goal, assuming everything gets 
done, would be to make Twitter as 
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RISHI SUNAK
With Hope

I will unite our country, not with 
words, but with action.

I will work day in and day out to 
deliver for you.

This government will have integrity, 
professionalism and accountability 
at every level.

Trust is earned. And I will earn yours.
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T he newly anointed PM, 
Mr Rishi Sunak, is wearing 
all the chaos on his 

sleeve like a true Britain despite 
all the political controversies and 
economic upheaval. Since he is 
the first Asian to challenge the 
most powerful office in the United 
Kingdom, he enjoys widespread 
support from the Asian diaspora. 
It just took 16 weeks to get from 
being The Chancellor to The 
Prime Minister, which begs 
the question: Can someone 
move from No. 11 to No. 10 and 
make that difference Britons 
are desperate to see in the days 
ahead?

He was not the popular option, 
and there were no open debates 
during the brief election; rather, 
the artfully placed errors of the 
former prime minister acted as a 
catalyst forcing a U-turn to set the 
stage right for the current prime 
minister.

Rishi Sunak (42)

Born to Hindu Punjabi immigrants from 
East Africa in the English port city of 
Southampton, Sunak completed his 
education at the prestigious Winchester 
College, one of the most exclusive private 
boarding schools in the United Kingdom, 
before enrolling at Oxford University to 
pursue his studies in philosophy, politics, 
and economics. Sunak worked for hedge 
funds after spells at Goldman Sachs and 
Stanford University, where he received 
his MBA as a Fulbright scholar, before 
ultimately running for office in 2015. He 
was first elected to represent Richmond 
(Yorks) constituency in 2015 and re-elected 
in 2017 and 2019.

A practising Hindu, Sunak famously took 
his parliamentary oath on the Hindu 
scripture, the Bhagavad Gita. As he said 
in a 2015 interview: “British Indian is what 
I tick on the census; we have a category 
for it. I am thoroughly British. This is my 
home and my country, but my religious 
and cultural heritage is Indian, and my 
wife is Indian.”

 With a net worth of roughly £730 million 
($825 million), Sunak is believed to be 
the wealthiest lawmaker in the House of 
Commons.

COVER STORY

After accepting His Majesty 
King Charles III's offer to 
create a government in his 
name, he closed his inaugural 
speech to the people with 
the phrase "With Hope." Rishi 
Sunak became the 57th Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom 
on October 25, 2022, after a 
turbulent period of political 
instability.

With a Hope to 
create

"A stronger NHS, Better 
schools, Safer streets, Control 
of our borders, protecting our 
environment, Supporting our 
armed forces.

Levelling up and building an 
economy that embraces the 
opportunities of Brexit, where 
businesses invest, innovate, 
and create jobs."

Together we can achieve 
incredible things.

We will create a future worthy of 
the sacrifices so many have made 
and fill tomorrow, and everyday 
thereafter with hope.
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Politics in Life

"I showed up, and people were 
surprised," Mr Sunak said about 
being selected to represent 
Richmond. But his hard work and 
perseverance struck a chord with 
the populace, and he won them 
over by demonstrating 'concern for 
their concerns.'

In January 2018, he entered 
Government service as the Minister 
for Local Government and, in July 
2019, was appointed Chief Secretary 
to the Treasury. In February 2020, 
he was appointed as the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, a position he 
held until July 2022. Sunak was 
one of the first Brexit campaign 
supporters before Johnson named 
him the nation's Chancellor at the 
beginning of 2020. As early as 2016, 

he voted to leave the European 
Union in the Brexit referendum, 
arguing that leaving the E.U. would 
make Britain "freer, fairer and 
more prosperous". He called it his 
"toughest decision since becoming 
M.P." but said it was a "once-in-
a-generation opportunity for our 
country to take back control of its 
destiny".

The "Rise of Rishi" happened 
during the COVID-19 epidemic, 
when he rose to fame for vowing 
to do "whatever it takes" to 
support British businesses during 
the unprecedented global crisis, 
ultimately leading to the most 
significant economic rescue 
ever witnessed in peacetime. He 
defeated Keir Starmer to win the 
prestigious "Britain's sexiest M.P." 
title in November 2020. He also 

acquired the moniker "Dishy Rishi," 
which took on more significance 
as Sunak introduced the "Eat Out 
to Help Out" campaign, which 
aimed to get Britons to go out to 
eat and support the government's 
financially precarious hotel industry.

In April, Sunak's wife, Akshata 
Murty, the daughter of one of 
India's wealthiest men, had a 
non-domiciled status that allowed 
her to avoid U.K. tax on her foreign 
income, which the BBC calculated 
to be worth over £2 million ($2.3 
million) annually. Despite not being 
against the law, the tax avoidance 
strategy generated controversy 
when Sunak increased taxes for 
millions of people. Despite her non-
domiciled status, Murty promised to 
pay future U.K. taxes on her foreign 
income.

COVER STORY

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/RISHISUNAK
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"The government I lead 
will not leave the next 
generation-your children 
and grandchildren-with 
a debt to settle that we 
were too weak to pay 
ourselves."

Regarding his wealth and his style, 
he clearly mentioned that "Values 
are what is important; what I'm 
wearing is irrelevant to all of that." 
He was never reluctant to speak 
about his fortune, "I actually quite 
welcome it, to be honest," he said. 
"It is the opposite of annoying. 
Very few people bring it up with 
me. While I was Chancellor, I did 
town hall [meetings] very regularly 
with members of the public … 
virtually nobody asked me about it." 
[podcast with The Telegraph]

The so-called "partygate" scandal's 
most significant dispute may have 
occurred when Johnson's birthday 
party was attended by numerous 
Downing Street staff members, 
including Sunak, who was penalised 
for violating COVID-19 lockdown 
regulations. Sunak was a devoted 

supporter of Johnson, but problems 
with the economy led to his 
abrupt departure, which in turn 
sparked the wholesale exodus of 
ministers that ultimately pushed 
Johnson to quit. "The public rightly 
expects the government to be 
conducted properly, competently 
and seriously," Sunak wrote in 
his damning resignation letter. 
"I recognise this may be my last 
ministerial job, but I believe these 
standards are worth fighting for, 
and that is why I am resigning."

The journey 
towards No.10

"I want to pay tribute to my 
predecessor Liz Truss; she was not 
wrong to want to improve growth 
in this country. It is a noble aim.

And I admired her restlessness to 
create change.

But some mistakes were made."

The following statement made 
by Rishi on the day he took office 
made it clear that his early warning 
about Liz Truss's proposed tax cuts 
did, in fact, cause ‘the’ catastrophe 
for the British economy and that 
he has come to rectify it.

When Boris Johnson was ousted 
from office as Prime Minister in 
July, the former finance minister 
was the top candidate among 
Conservative Party members to 
take his position. But it was Truss' 
turn as she ended up being their 
favourite as the Tories felt that he 
was more like an archetypal of the 
old style of politics.

COVER STORY
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Her calculations went awry when 
she wanted to uphold her pledge 
to the Tory membership from her 
election campaign to decrease 
taxes. She did not consult the Bank 
of England, the Treasury, the Office 
for Budget Responsibility, or even 
business because she was concerned 
that doing so might result in input 
opposing her views. Instead, she 
unilaterally announced significant tax 
cuts through her equally committed 
free marketeer, Chancellor Kwasi 
Kwarteng.

The "mini-budget" created by the 
Truss-Kwarteng team indicated 
significant borrowing to pay for 
the state expenditure because the 
anticipated historically significant tax 
cuts would have left big holes in state 
revenue. It significantly exacerbated 
economic uncertainty, which lowered 
consumer and business confidence. 
The idea of borrowing too much 
fuelled the inflationary spiral.

To Truss's misfortune, the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict added 
to her difficulties in controlling 
inflation leading to higher energy 
and food prices. The Bank of 
England resorted to increasing 
interest rates to control inflation. 
Increased interest rates fed into 
mortgage rates and an extra 
burden on homeowners of higher 
mortgage payments.

One response to the political 
instability of the period was a 
general election, which was 
demanded by the opposition 
parties (Labour, Liberal 
Democrats, Green, and Scottish 
National Party) for the entire 
populace to participate in electing 
a new government and prime 
minister. However, most Tory MPs 
chose a new Prime Minister from 
within their ranks out of fear that 
the party would lose if an election 
were conducted. This person 

must be able to repair the party's 
severely dented credibility.

The campaign then kicked off 
with Penny Mordaunt asserting 
her entitlement to fill the position 
and Boris Johnson making a 
comeback. Later, Boris Johnson 
withdrew from the leadership 
campaign, claiming that it "would 
simply not be the right thing to 
do" because "you can't govern 
effectively until you have a united 
party in Parliament," even though 
his supporters are rumoured to 
be outraged in private over his 
choice. Penny Mordaunt, the 
leader of the House of Commons, 
abruptly withdrew from the 
race after garnering insufficient 
support, averting a runoff 
election.

And now, everything was in the 
expert hands of the one Man, who 
could save the day.

COVER STORY
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Ready for Rishi – 
The Campaign

"We need to restore trust in 
our politics. We need to rebuild 
our economy. And we need to 
reunite the country.

That's why I'm standing to 
be the next leader of the 
Conservative Party and your 
Prime Minister."

This campaign saw the entire 
nation waiting to see a new 
leader in Rishi. His ten-point 
plan was the best decision the 
Conservative party could have 
implemented in the first place.

• Rebuilding our Economy

• Scrapping VAT on Energy 
Bills

• Cutting NHS Backlogs

• Delivering on Brexit

• Tackling Illegal Immigration

• Clamping Down on Crime

• Transforming Education

• Strengthening the Union

• Protecting our Green Belt

• Winning the next General 
Election

But then the choices were 
made, and Rishi was moved 
to the back-benchers list. 
Sunak's track record for fiscal 
conservatism may have cost him 
the leadership contest against 
Truss, who campaigned on a 
platform of sweeping tax cuts.

RISHI SUNAK –  
THE PRIME MINISTER

Rishi is ultimately in charge of the 
government's policies and decisions 
as the Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. He would also be in 
charge of managing government 
agencies and the Civil Service. First 
Lord of the Treasury, Minister for 
the Union (for the entirety of the 
United Kingdom, which includes 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
and Wales), and Minister for the Civil 
Service are his additional duties.

So, what's in store 
for the U.K.?

According to Danni Hewson, financial 
analyst at A.J. Bell, "the markets 
are confident that they know the 
kind of prime minister Rishi Sunak 
is likely going to be because they 
know the kind of chancellor that he 
was and clearly, he understood how 
damaging those unfunded tax cuts 
were likely to be."[Reuters]

However, what calms the markets 
may offer little consolation to the 
average British. They view him as 
someone who, while serving as 
Chancellor, oversaw increases to 
both the basic rate of personal 
income tax and the corporate tax. 
He announced in March that he 
would raise corporation tax from 
19% to 25% in April 2023, and he 
confirmed in July that the increase 
would take effect if elected. The 
short-lived first chancellor of Truss, 
Kwasi Kwarteng, rejected the 
proposal, stating that the tax would 
remain at 19% and ultimately permit 
businesses to keep more revenues. 
When Hunt became Chancellor, he 
reversed that choice, reintroducing 
Sunak's strategy.

 The Sunak-Hunt team would 
need to investigate how to assist 
those who are having trouble 
paying their energy bills, including 
businesses. Sunak pledged during 
the last leadership campaign to 
spend substantially to help people 
most affected by the cost-of-living 
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increases and to temporarily abolish 
the 5% VAT on home energy bills.

In his March budget, Sunak set to 
cut the fuel duty by 5 pence a litre at 
a one-off cost of 2.4 billion pounds 
and the main rate of income tax 
was expected to fall to 19% from 
20% in 2024. And in his leadership 
battle with Liz Truss in August, he 
promised a reduction of 1% in 2024 
with it reducing even further to 16% 
by the end of the next parliament 
(around 2029).

“As Chancellor, I saw parts of the 
British Civil Service at its best, 
delivering world-class COVID 
support schemes in record time. 
But the bloated post-COVID state 
is in need of a shake-up so I will 
create a sharper, leaner civil service.”  
He wants civil servants to spend at 

least a year of their career outside 
government roles in industry to 
widen their experience. Under a 
Sunak-led government, they will no 
longer receive pay rewards based 
on the longevity of their service but 
on performance instead.

The former Chancellor declared 
he would use public spending 
reductions to pay for energy 
support, including an additional 
£200 in energy savings for each 
U.K. home and increased welfare 
payments. "As I did at the start 
of the Ukraine crisis, I will drive a 
programme to identify savings 
across Whitehall," he said. "That 
may mean we have to stop or 
pause some things in government 
because the government is about 
tough choices. But we must find 
these savings because getting 

people through this winter has to 
be the first priority."

He also said he would use the 
Energy Profits Levy he introduced 
as Chancellor to fund the relief, 
as well as "some limited and 
temporary one-off borrowing as a 
last resort to get us through this 
winter". The re-opening of the 
British gas-owner Centrica would 
boost the UK’s supply of energy over 
the winter.

The Association of Professional 
Staffing Companies (APSCo) has 
welcomed reports that the new 
Prime Minister aims to revamp 
the educational system and 
make the U.K. more appealing to 
highly educated foreign nationals. 
Early career training in fields like 
engineering and digital technology, 

COVER STORY
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where skills are in demand, 
would be given priority by Rishi 
Sunak, along with investments in 
education and training. The Prime 
Minister has already spoken out 
about the need to draw highly 
talented immigrants to the U.K. and 
is eager to explore a new visa to 
facilitate this. However, final plans 
for immigration objectives have not 
yet been made public.

The Rwanda programme, which 
intends to send some asylum 
seekers to the East African nation 
for processing and resettlement, 
and the Home Office's anti-
radicalisation policy Prevent were 
two other contentious measures 
that Sunak would have to bring 
clarity on. "Whatever it takes to 
get our partnership with Rwanda 
off the ground," the ex-chancellor 

vowed. Concerning Prevent, he 
declared that he wants to "refocus 
the failing Prevent programme onto 
the U.K.'s most significant terror 
threat - Islamist extremism and 
widen the government's definition 
of extremism to encompass those 
who vilify our country."

Sunak’s Foreign 
policy

Although Rishi Sunak has never 
held a post in the foreign office, 
he will need to prioritise bolstering 
and advancing the UK's standing 
in the international community 
because the world is watching the 
UK. Since the moment he entered 
the PM's office, he has been 
working tirelessly to keep his allies 
close.

Ukraine and Defence

His first call was to Ukrainian 
President Vladimir Zelenskyy, 
reassuring “U.K.'s continued 
solidarity and support. We will 
always stand with Ukraine." All 
said, due to the huge hit to public 
finances during the pandemic, 
Britain cut its foreign aid spending 
two years ago. Foreign aid is set 
at 0.5% of national income. As 
Chancellor, he had said that the 
spending should return to 0.7% 
by 2024-2025. But this might not 
be the case and the spending cut 
might be extended till 2026-2027. 
Since Rishi is focused on addressing 
economic issues at home, the 
UK may look to find increasingly 
creative ways to continue to support 
Ukraine while limiting its financial 
costs.

COVER STORY
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China and Economic Climate

Sunak had referred to China as 
"the greatest threat to Britain and 
prosperity this century" during his 
summer election campaign. But 
as an economic pragmatist, he will 
likely seek to toe a fine line between 
harshly denouncing China on a 
number of fronts and emphasising 
that collaboration with China is still 
essential in the current economic 
context and for solving important 
issues like climate change. Sunak 
might not go as far, but whether or 
not he does will be a crucial sign of 
his strategic course.

U.K. and European Union

Sunak’s appointment comes at 
the right time when the UK and 
EU require a resetting of their 
relationship dynamics. Sunak will 

strike a more pragmatic tone with 
the EU moving forwards, even if 
only out of economic necessity. The 
recently formed European Political 
Community may provide a helpful 
context for engagement with EU 
members, even as the Northern 
Ireland Protocol is set to remain a 
spikey issue.

UK-India Free Trade Agreement

After Home Secretary Suella 
Braverman openly criticised 
Indian migrants who overstayed 
their visas, efforts to clinch a free 
trade agreement between the 
UK and India by Diwali this year 
were further hampered. The 
re-appointment of Braverman as 
Home Secretary may, however, 
temper some of India's goodwill 
toward Prime Minister Sunak. 
Earlier sticking issues included 

a high import tax on British 
whisky intended for sale in India. 
On the other hand, New Delhi 
demanded swift and simple visa 
arrangements. Despite significant 
good intent, the technicalities 
have historically proven to be 
intractable. But if an agreement 
can be struck that will clearly 
benefit the UK, discussions 
surrounding the deal may pick up 
under Sunak.

UK’s gain would be Sunak’s Foreign 
policy where interventions would 
be made if a significant security 
or strategic need arises and of 
course where the economic costs 
involved are very low. This is what is 
to be expected from a pragmatist 
and former Chancellor. Much can 
be said only after the refresh of 
the Integrated Review which is 
anticipated by the end of the year.
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So, here is Rishi 
Sunak
'Fixing the mistakes, sticking 
to the promises, meeting the 
challenges of today, uniting the 
party and the country, working 
day in and day out with integrity, 
professionalism, accountability at 
every level, grabbing every single 
opportunity that comes his way 
to serve us, to create a better 
future for our children and our 
grandchildren.'

With our PM Rishi 
Sunak, hopefully, this is 
a new beginning.

COVER STORY
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Rishi Sunak vowed to fix the "mistakes" of his 
predecessor’s administration as he entered 
No10 as Prime Minister.

The new Conservative leader began a 
comprehensive cabinet reshuffle, with 
several ministers who had been loyal to 
Liz Truss and Boris Johnson losing their 
Government jobs.

The Cabinet is Full; 
Who are in Rishi 
Sunak’s Top Team

Members of Cabinet

POLITICS
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• Jacob Rees-Mogg, an old ally of Boris Johnson and Ms Truss who once branded Mr Sunak a “socialist”, 
was the first to concede he would not get a job in the new Cabinet and resigned

• Brandon Lewis resigned as Justice Secretary. He said it had been “an honour to have been one of the 
longest serving Cabinet ministers - having done eight ministerial roles, in five departments, under 
four Prime Ministers.”

• Kit Malthouse was dismissed from his post as Education Secretary

• Levelling Up Secretary Simon Clarke was sacked

• Environment Secretary Ranil Jayawardena was fired

• Alok Sharma remains COP26 President but will no longer attend Cabinet

• Wendy Morton was out as chief whip after a torrid few weeks that peaked with a Commons vote on 
fracking descending into farce the night before Ms Truss's resignation

• Jake Berry was out as Conservative Party Chairman. He said: “All good things must come to an end. 
I relish the opportunity to serve our great party and my constituents from the backbenches once 
again.”

• Welsh Secretary Robert Buckland resigned saying: “I am leaving the Government at my request but 
will be supporting Rishi Sunak from the backbenches.”

• Work and Pensions Secretary Chloe Smith was sacked and said she would support his premiership 
from the back benches

• Development minister Vicky Ford who attended cabinet under Liz Truss was also ousted from her job 
at the Foreign Office

• Anne-Marie Trevelyan out as Transport Secretary

Out

POLITICS
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The appointment of Rishi 
Sunak as the first non-
white British Prime 

Minister is a golden milestone 
in British history, one that will 
have positive ripple effects for 
years to come. This development 
also speaks volumes about the  
British sense of tolerance and 
fair play, where it doesn't matter 
from where one has come. What 
matters is where one wishes to go. 
This also speaks highly about the 
Conservative Party for selecting 
three women Prime Ministers and 
now a non-white Prime Minister. 
The Party has demonstrated that 
the Conservative Party is now truly 
inclusive. Rishi will act as a magnet 
for attracting ethnic minority votes 
to the Tory fold.

Rishi Sunak has shown that one 
can reach any height one wishes 
with vision, commitment and 
determination. His success bears a 
testament to our great Nation and 
the Conservative Party.

It was not an easy election for 
Rishi Sunak as we saw he was 
not elected the first time around 
by the predominately white 
grassroots members because of 

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP 
An Analysis

his colour, even though he was 
overwhelmingly popular with his 
Parliamentary colleagues. 

As it turned out, they elected the 
wrong candidate, Liz Truss MP, 
who fought the election on an 
ambitious tax cut and spending 
agenda. She was warned by Rishi 
Sunak repeatedly that her policies 
were unsustainable and would 
lead to higher inflation and high-
interest rates, negatively affecting 
those with mortgages and further 
exacerbating the cost of living 
crisis and damaging the credibility 
of Britain on the financial markets.

The markets overwhelmingly 
rejected Liz Truss's policies, and 
Liz Truss was forced to resign as 
the Prime Minister. The quality of 
the candidate came through, and 
Rishi Sunak was given a chance he 
deserved in the first place.

They say when we keep a good 
person down, we also keep the 
Nation down. Finally, justice 
prevailed, and Rishi was allowed to 
run the country. His prime aim will 
be to turn the economy around, 
unite the Party and stabilise the 
Nation's economic growth. 

Rishi Sunak's skill and expertise 
will bring the Nation out of the 
economic crisis. Furthermore, as 
a leader with the utmost talent, 
Rishi will benefit Britain on national 
issues and the global platform, 
including the finalisation of 
significant partnerships such as 
free trade agreement with India.

With his roots in India, Rishi will 
get more out of the trade deal than 
any other PM. He will attract more 
investment from India because 
of his Indian connection. Rishi's 
success will benefit the Party and 
country in many ways than one.

Lord Rami Ranger CBE 
Chairman, Sunmark

POLITICS

428 Long Drive, Greenford 
Middlesex, UB6 8UH, UK
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The Queen, Her 
Kingdom and Legacy

ueen Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor, 
the Duke and Duchess of York's first 
child, was born in London on April 21, 
1926. Prince Edward, her father's elder 
brother, was first in line for the throne, 
followed by any children he had.

Princess Margaret, Elizabeth's younger 
sister, recalled asking Elizabeth if this 
meant she would one day be queen. "I 
suppose so," Elizabeth said, according 
to Margaret. "She never mentioned it 
again."

World War II shaped Elizabeth, as it did 
many others of her generation.

When Elizabeth was 10, King Edward 
VIII abdicated to marry twice-divorced 
American Wallis Simpson, and her father 
became King George VI.

She was barely out of her teens when 
Britain declared war on Germany 
in 1939. While the king and queen 
stayed at Buckingham Palace during 
the Blitz and toured the bombed-out 
neighbourhoods of London, Elizabeth 
and Margaret stayed at Windsor Castle, 
west of the capital, for most of the war. 
Even so, 300 bombs were dropped in a 
nearby park, and the princesses spent 
many nights in an underground shelter.

Her first public broadcast, at 14, was a 
wartime message to children who had 
been evacuated to the countryside or 
overseas.

"We children at home are full of cheerfulness and 
courage," she said, her voice a mix of stoicism and hope 
that would reverberate throughout her reign. "We are 
doing everything we can to assist our brave soldiers, 
sailors, and airmen." And we are attempting to bear 
our fair share of the dangers and sorrows of war. We all 
know that in the end, everything will be fine."

After months of pleading with her parents to let 
her help with the war effort, the heir to the throne 
was commissioned as Second Subaltern Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary Windsor in the Auxiliary Territorial 

Q
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Service in 1945. She eagerly learned to 
drive and service heavy vehicles.

On the night the war ended in 
Europe, May 8, 1945, she and Margaret 
blended in with the cheering crowds 
in London, "swept along on a tide 
of happiness and relief," as she later 
told the BBC. It was "one of the most 
memorable nights of my life," she said.

Two years later, in November 1947, at 
Westminster Abbey, she married Royal 
Navy officer Philip Mountbatten, a 
prince of Greece and Denmark whom 
she had first met when she was 13 
and he was 18. Because postwar 
Britain was in the grip of austerity and 
rationing, street decorations were 
limited, and no public holiday was 
declared. On the other hand, the bride 
was given 100 extra ration coupons for 
her trousseau.
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Philip died last year at the age of 
99, after a marriage that lasted 
more than 73 years.

Prince Charles, the first of their 
four children, was born on 
November 14, 1948. Princess Anne 
was born on August 15, 1950, 
Prince Andrew on February 19, 
1960, and Prince Edward on March 
10, 1964. Eight grandchildren and 
twelve great-grandchildren also 
survive the queen.

Elizabeth and Philip lived in 
Malta for a while, where he was 
stationed, and Elizabeth led a 
relatively everyday life as a navy 
wife.

Then in February 1952, George VI 
died in his sleep at age 56 after 
years of ill health. On a visit to 

Kenya, Elizabeth was told she was 
now queen.

“In a way, I didn’t have an 
apprenticeship,” Elizabeth told a 
BBC documentary in 1992 that 
gave a rare view into her emotions. 
“My father died much too young, 
and so it was a sudden kind of 
taking on and making the best job 
you can.”

Her coronation took place more 
than a year later at Westminster 
Abbey, a grand spectacle viewed 
by millions through the new 
medium of television.

Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s 
first reaction to the king’s death 
was to complain that the new 
queen was “only a child,” but he 
was won over within days and 

became an ardent admirer.

“All the film people in the world, if 
they had scoured the globe, could 
not have found anyone so suited 
to the part,” Churchill’s biographer, 
Lord Moran, reported the prime 
minister gushing about the young 
monarch.

In Britain’s constitutional 
monarchy, the queen is head of 
state but has little direct power; in 
her official actions, she does what 
the government orders. However, 
she was not without influence.

Officially the head of the Church 
of England, she once reportedly 
commented that there was 
nothing she could do legally 
to block the appointment of a 
bishop, “but I can always say that I 

THE MONARCHY
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should like more information. That 
is an indication that the prime 
minister will not miss.”

The extent of the monarch’s 
political influence sparked 
occasional speculation but not 
much criticism. The views of 
Charles, who has expressed strong 
opinions on everything from 
architecture to the environment, 
might prove more contentious.

The queen was obliged to meet 
weekly with the prime minister, 
and they generally found her well-
informed, inquisitive and up-to-
date. The one possible exception 
was Margaret Thatcher, whose 
relations were said to be calm, if 
not frosty, though neither ever 
commented.

The queen’s views in those private 
meetings became a subject of 
intense speculation and fertile 
grounds for dramatists like Peter 
Morgan, author of the play “The 
Audience” and hit TV series “The 
Crown.” Those semi-fictionalized 
accounts were the product of an 
era of declining deference and 
rising celebrity when the royal 
troubles became public property.

And there were plenty of troubles 
in the royal family, an institution 
known within the palace as “The 
Firm.” In Elizabeth’s first years 
on the throne, Princess Margaret 
provoked a national controversy 
through her romance with a 
divorced man.

In what the queen called the 
“annus horribilis” of 1992, her 
daughter, Princess Anne, got 
divorced, Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana separated, and so 
did Prince Andrew and his wife, 
Sarah. That was also the year 

Windsor Castle, a residence she far 
preferred to Buckingham Palace, 
was seriously damaged by fire.

The public split of Charles and 
Diana — “There were three of us 
in that marriage,” Diana said of 
her husband’s relationship with 
Camilla Parker Bowles — was 
followed by the shock of Diana’s 
death in a Paris car crash in 1997. 
For once, the queen appeared 
out of step with her people. 
Amid unprecedented national 
mourning, Elizabeth’s failure 
to make a public show of grief 
appeared to many to be unfeeling. 
After several days, she made a 
televised address to the nation.

The dent in her popularity was 
brief. She was by now a sort of 
national grandmother, with a 

stern gaze, a kind smile and an 
inexhaustible repertoire of brightly 
coloured outfits with matching 
hats.

She took the monarchy from 
the black-and-white era to the 
digital age and was a cautious 
moderniser: She ended the 
presentation of debutantes at 
court and instituted garden 
parties with a cross-section of 
her subjects; her children were 
sent to school, rather than being 
privately tutored as she was; she 
was the first monarch to give the 
annual royal Christmas speech on 
television, and the first to send an 
email and post a tweet.

Financial pressures led to staff 
reductions, cutbacks in repairs 
and maintenance at some of her 
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palaces, and the removal of the 
royal yacht from active service. 
In the 1990s, she voluntarily but 
prudently agreed to pay taxes, and 
her dignity survived the necessity 
of topping up her income by 
opening a souvenir shop at 
Buckingham Palace.

Despite being one of the world’s 
wealthiest people, Elizabeth had 
a reputation for frugality and 
common sense. She was known 
as a monarch who took care to 
turn off lights in empty rooms, a 
country woman who didn’t flinch 
from strangling pheasants.

A newspaper reporter who went 
undercover to work as a palace 
footman reinforced that down-to-
earth image, taking photos of the 

royal Tupperware on the breakfast 
table and a rubber duck in the 
bath.

“Dogs and horses, courtesy, 
kindliness and community service, 
count with her,” biographer Giles 
Brandreth wrote.

Her sangfroid was not dented 
when a young man aimed a pistol 
at her and fired six blanks as she 
rode by on a horse in 1981, nor 
when she discovered an intruder 
sitting on her bed in Buckingham 
Palace in 1982.

The image of the queen as an 
exemplar of ordinary British 
decency was satirised by the 
magazine Private Eye, which called 
her Brenda. Anti-monarchists 

dubbed her “Mrs Windsor.” But 
the republican cause gained 
limited traction.

On her Golden Jubilee in 2002, 
she said the country could “look 
back with measured pride on the 
history of the last 50 years.”

“It has been a pretty remarkable 
50 years by any standards,” she 
said in a speech. “There have been 
ups and downs, but anyone who 
can remember what things were 
like after those six long years of 
war appreciates what immense 
changes have been achieved since 
then.”

A reassuring presence at home, 
she was also an emblem of Britain 
abroad — a form of soft power, 
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consistently respected whatever 
the vagaries of the country’s 
political leaders on the world stage. 
It felt only fitting that she attended 
the opening of the 2012 London 
Olympics alongside another icon, 
James Bond, as portrayed by Daniel 
Craig. Through some movie magic, 
she appeared to parachute into the 
Olympic Stadium.

Despite Britain’s complex and often 
fraught ties with its former colonies, 
Elizabeth was widely respected 
and remained head of state of 
more than a dozen countries, from 
Canada to Tuvalu. She headed the 
54-nation Commonwealth, built 
around the U.K. and its former 
British colonies.

In 2015, she overtook Queen 
Victoria, her great-great-
grandmother, as the longest-
serving monarch in British history. 
This year she became the second 
longest-reigning monarch in world 
history, behind 17th-century French 
King Louis XIV, who took the throne 
at age 4.

She kept working well into her 10th 
decade, though Prince Charles 
and his elder son, Prince William, 
took over most of the visits, ribbon-
cuttings and investitures that form 
the bulk of royal duties. The loss 
of Philip was a heavy blow, as she 
poignantly sat alone at his funeral 
in the chapel at Windsor Castle.

The family troubles kept coming. 
Her son, Prince Andrew, was 
entangled in the sordid tale of 
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, an 
American businessman who had 
been a friend. Andrew denies 
accusations that he had sex with 
one of the women who said Epstein 
trafficked her.

The queen’s grandson, Prince Harry, walked away from 
Britain and his royal duties after marrying American 
actress Meghan Markle in 2018. He alleged in an interview 
that some in the family -– but pointedly not the queen -– 
had been less than welcoming to his wife.

She enjoyed robust health well into her 90s, though frailty 
eventually caught up with her. In October, she spent a 
night in a London hospital for tests and was later said by 
the palace to be experiencing “episodic mobility issues.”
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She kept up virtual meetings with 
diplomats and politicians from 
Windsor Castle, but public duties 
grew rarer. However, she made 
several appearances as the U.K. 
celebrated her Platinum Jubilee in 
June.

Pragmatic to the end, she began 
preparing the country for the 
transition. She let it be known that 
she wanted Charles’ wife Camilla 
to be known as “Queen Consort” 
when her son became king. It 
removed a question mark over the 
future role of the woman some 
blamed for the breakup of Charles’ 
marriage to Princess Diana in the 
1990s.

In May, she asked Charles to stand 
in for her and read the Queen’s 
Speech at the State Opening of 
Parliament, one of the monarch’s 
most central constitutional duties.

But she remained firmly in control 
of the monarchy and at the centre 
of national life as Britain marked 
her Platinum Jubilee with parties 
and pageants. Just 48 hours 
before her death, she presided at 
a ceremony at Balmoral Castle to 
appoint Truss as the 15th prime 
minister of her reign.

Seven decades after World War II, 
Elizabeth was again at the centre 
of the national mood amid the 
uncertainty and loss of COVID-19 
— a disease she came through 
herself in February.

In April 2020 — with the country 
in lockdown and Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson hospitalised with 
the virus — she made a rare video 
address, urging people to stick 
together.

She summoned the spirit of World 

War II, that vital time in her life, 
and the nation’s, by echoing Vera 
Lynn’s wartime anthem “We’ll 
Meet Again.”

“We should take comfort that 
while we may have more still to 
endure, better days will return. 
We will be with our friends again. 
We will be with our families again. 
We will meet again." At the Queen 
Square in London’s Bloomsbury 
neighbourhood, stands an 
urn erected to commemorate 
Elizabeth’s Silver Jubilee. Etched 
on the ground around it are the 
words of poet Philip Larkin, written 
for that event in 1977, but which 
remained true decades later:

“In times when nothing stood 

But worsened or grew strange, 

There was one constant good 

She did not change.”
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That Final Adieu; Queen’s Funeral
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The State Funeral for 
Her Majesty The Queen 
occurred at Westminster 
Abbey on Monday, 19th 

September, at 11 am. The Funeral 
Service and the associated formal 
arrangements paid tribute to The 
Queen’s extraordinary reign and 
Her Majesty’s remarkable life of 
service as Head of State, Nation and 
Commonwealth

The Funeral was broadcast live on 
TV, radio and The Royal Family's 
Youtube Channel to allow people 
worldwide to take part in mourning 
The Queen.

State Funeral for Her Majesty The Queen

Procession from the Palace of 
Westminster to Westminster Abbey
The Queen's Coffin had been Lying-in-State since the 
evening of Wednesday 14th September. At 6.30 am on the 
morning of Monday, 19th September, the Lying-in-State 
ended.

At 1044hrs, the Coffin was borne in Procession on the 
State Gun Carriage of the Royal Navy from the Palace of 
Westminster to Westminster Abbey for the State Funeral. 
Immediately following the Coffin was The King, Members of 
the Royal Family and The King’s Household members.
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The State Funeral 
Service
was conducted by the Dean of 
Westminster and The Sermon and 
the Commendation were given by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury.

State Funeral Order of 
Service
The State Funeral Service will 
be attended by Heads of State 
and Overseas Government 
Representatives, including Foreign 
Royal Families, Governors-General 
and Realm Prime Ministers. Other 
representatives of the Realms 
and the Commonwealth, the 
Orders of Chivalry, including 
recipients of the Victoria Cross and 
George Cross, the Government, 
Parliament, devolved Parliaments 

and Assemblies, the Church, and 
Her Majesty’s Patronages will 
form the congregation, along with 
other public representatives.

Almost 200 people who were 
recognised in The Queen’s 
Birthday Honours earlier this year 
will also join the congregation, 
including those who made 
extraordinary contributions to 
the response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and have volunteered in 
their local communities.

The State Funeral Service will 
be conducted by the Dean 
of Westminster. During the 
Service, the Prime Minister 
and the Secretary General of 
the Commonwealth will read 
Lessons. The Archbishop of 
York, the Cardinal Archbishop of 

Westminster, the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland and the Free Churches 
Moderator will say Prayers. The 
Sermon will be given by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
will also give the Commendation. 
The Dean of Westminster will then 
pronounce the Blessing.

During the Service, the Prime 
Minister and the Secretary 
General of the Commonwealth 
read Lessons. The Archbishop of 
York, the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster, the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland and the Free Churches 
Moderator said Prayers. To mark 
the end of the Service, The Last 
Post sounded, followed by Two 
Minute Silence to be observed in 
the Abbey and throughout the 
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United Kingdom. The National 
Anthem drew the Service to a 
close.

The State Funeral Service was 
attended by Heads of State 
and Overseas Government 
Representatives, including Foreign 
Royal Families, Governors-General 
and Realm Prime Ministers. Other 
representatives of the Realms 
and the Commonwealth, the 
Orders of Chivalry, including 
recipients of the Victoria Cross and 
George Cross, the Government, 
Parliament, devolved Parliaments 
and Assemblies, the Church, and 
Her Majesty’s Patronages, formed 
the congregation, along with 
other public representatives.

Almost 200 people who were 
recognised in The Queen’s 

Birthday Honours earlier this year 
also joined the congregation, 
including those who made 
extraordinary contributions to 
the response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and have volunteered in 
their local communities.

The Procession from 
Westminster Abbey to 
Wellington Arch
At the end of the Service, Her 
Majesty's coffin was borne to 
Wellington Arch via The Mall on 
the State Gun Carriage.

Not seen on the streets of London 
since the funeral of Sir Winston 
Churchill in 1965, the State Gun 
Carriage was pulled by 98 Royal 
Navy sailors, with a further 40 

marching behind acting as 
brakes. The King and Royal Family 
members again followed The 
Queen’s Coffin in Procession. 
The Procession` included 
detachments from the Armed 
Forces of the Commonwealth, as 
well as detachments of the British 
Armed Forces who held a special 
relationship with The Queen.

The King's Guard gave a Royal 
Salute as the Coffin passed the 
Queen Victoria Memorial.

Once the coffin reached 
Wellington Arch, it was placed 
in the State Hearse. The parade 
gave a Royal Salute, and the 
National Anthem played as the 
State Hearse began its journey to 
Windsor.
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Procession from 
Albert Hall, Windsor 
to St George's Chapel
When the Coffin reached 
Windsor, the State Hearse joined 
a Procession formed up on Albert 
Road and travelled via the Long 
Walk to St George’s Chapel. 
Members of the Royal Family 
joined the Procession in the 
Quadrangle at Windsor Castle. 
Minute Guns were fired on the 
East Lawn, Windsor Castle by The 
King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, 
Sebastopol Bell, and the Curfew 
Tower Bell tolled throughout the 
Procession.

Her Majesty's fell Pony, Emma and 
her corgis, Muick and Sandy, were 
present as the Procession passed.

THE MONARCHY



NOV-DEC 2022YouTube/britishherald 39

BRITISH HERALD

The Procession halted at the 
bottom of the West Steps of St. 
George's Chapel, where a Guard of 
Honour, found by the 1st Battalion 
Grenadier Guards, was mounted. 
The Queen’s Coffin was borne in 
Procession into the Chapel.

The Committal Service

The Committal Service began at 
4pm, and alongside His Majesty 
The King and Members of the 
Royal Family, the congregation 
was made up of past and 
present members of The Queen’s 
Household, including from the 
private estates. Also in attendance 

were Governors General and 
Realm Prime Ministers. You can 
read the Order of Service here.

The Reading given by the Dean of 
Windsor, Revelation 21, verses 1-7, 
was also read at the Funerals of 
The Queen’s grandparents, King 
George V in 1936 and Queen Mary 
in 1953, and Her Majesty’s father 
King George VI in 1952.

The Service was conducted by the 
Dean of Windsor, with prayers said 
by the Rector of Sandringham, the 
Minister of Crathie Kirk and the 
Chaplain of Windsor Great Park. 
The Choir of St George’s Chapel 
sang during the Service.

Much of the music at the 
Committal Service has been 
composed by Sir William Harris, 
who served as the Organist at St 
George’s Chapel between 1933 
and 1961, for much of The Queen’s 
childhood. The young Princess 
Elizabeth would often visit the 
Organ Loft to watch Sir William 
play, and it is believed he taught 
her to play the piano.

Prior to the final Hymn, the 
Imperial State Crown, the Orb and 
the Sceptre were removed from 
Her Majesty The Queen’s Coffin, 
and placed on the Altar. At the end 
of the final Hymn, The King placed 
The Queen's Company Camp 
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Colour of the Grenadier Guards on Her Majesty’s 
Coffin. At the same time, The Lord Chamberlain 
"broke" his Wand of Office and placed it on the 
Coffin.

As The Queen’s Coffin was lowered into the 
Royal Vault, the Dean of Windsor said a Psalm 
and the Commendation before Garter King of 
Arms pronounced Her Majesty’s styles and titles. 
The Sovereign’s Piper played a Lament and 
The Archbishop of Canterbury pronounced the 
Blessing. The National Anthem was sung at the 
conclusion of the Service.

A Private Burial took place in The King George VI 
Memorial Chapel later that evening, conducted by 
the Dean of Windsor.

The Queen was buried together with The Duke of 
Edinburgh, at The King George VI Memorial Chapel.
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How the whole world mourned the Queen

Around the globe, the queen was remembered with large and small gestures 

From the Sydney Opera House to the Eiffel Tower and Netflix to New York, the world gathered to say, “Thank you, ma’am.”

B
y 

N
at

h
an

 L
ai

n
e/

B
lo

om
b

er
g

/G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es

.

B
y 

D
A

N
IE

L 
LE

A
L/

A
FP

/G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es

.

B
y 

M
ar

k 
B

ak
er

/A
P

/S
h

u
tt

er
st

oc
k.

People react after placing flowers and tributes at 
Buckingham Palace in London

The Sydney Opera House illuminated with a portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth II
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Members of the Honourable Artillery Company fired a 
96-gun salute

People gather outside the gates of Buckingham Palace in 
London

A man rode a bicycle in front of the embassy of Great Britain 
in Tokyo, where bouquets were laying on the ground, and 
Britain’s flag was half-masted

A Lion Rampant flag has flown at half-mast at Balmoral 
Castle, Scotland

The lights of the Eiffel tower were turned off in memory 
of Queen

A cannon fired over Wellington harbour by soldiers 
from the 16 Field Regiment as part of the 96-gun “Death 
Gun Salute
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People stood in front of a wax figure of Queen Elizabeth II 
at Madame Tussauds in Beijing

President Joe Biden signed a condolences book with 
First Lady Jill Biden

Joe Biden ordered all American flags to be flown 
at half-staff

Art school students give final touches to paintings made 
as a tribute to Queen in Mumbai

The American flag on top of the White House lowered 
to half-staff

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon signed a book of 
condolence at Bute House, Edinburgh
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The Empire State Building, lit in purple and silver

Mourners lit candles and lay down flowers near the 
fence of the British Embassy, Warsaw

Emmanuel Macron visited the Embassy of the United 
Kingdom in France to sign the register of condolences

The Canadian flag, the Union flag, and the New Zealand 
flag fly at half mast at the Embassy of the United 
Kingdom in Madrid

A big screen at Shibuya Crossing showed images of 
Queen Elizabeth II

Several wreaths of condolences were seen in front of the 
British Embassy in Jakarta
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The New York Yankees gave a moment of silence in 
honour of Queen Elizabeth II before the game against 
the Minnesota Twins

London black cabs lined The Mall leading up to 
Buckingham Palace

Tel Aviv municipality building illuminated in the colours 
of the British flag

European flags fly at half-mast during a meeting of 
EU energy ministers

Mourners lay flowers on the wall of the United 
Kingdom’s Embassy in Moscow

People left flowers to mourn the death of Queen Elizabeth 
outside the British Embassy amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine
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Brisbane residents are seen with a statue of Queen Elizabeth II at 
Government House in Brisbane, Australia.
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Following the death of Her 
Majesty The Queen, and the 
wishes of our Patron, His 

Majesty The King, The Queen’s 
Green Canopy (QGC) initiative 
will be extended to the end 
of March 2023 to give people 
the opportunity to plant trees 
in memoriam to honour Her 
Majesty. 

As a nationwide initiative created 
to mark the Platinum Jubilee, The 
Queen’s Green Canopy was due to 
conclude in December - the end of 
the Jubilee year. However, as the 
official tree planting season in the 
United Kingdom is from October 
to March, the initiative will now 
be extended to include this full 
tree planting season, beginning in 
October 2022 and concluding in 
March 2023. 

The Queen's Green Canopy is 
proud to be creating a living 
legacy with over a million trees 
planted in Her Majesty’s name 
across the nation during the first 
planting season, October 2021 
to March 2022. The extension 
of the QGC initiative will build 
on this legacy and serve as a 

lasting tribute to Her Majesty’s 
extraordinary service to her 
country and her people.  

The interactive map created by 
The Queen’s Green Canopy to 
showcase the planting 

projects across the United 
Kingdom will also continue to the 
end of March 2023, giving 

people an opportunity to be part 
of this special legacy.  

Alongside the inspiring floral 
tributes being left outside Royal 
Palaces, people can also gift a 
tree in memoriam in honour 
of Her Majesty, with trees to be 
planted in schools and deprived 
urban areas across the United 
Kingdom. 

The Queen’s Green Canopy - Memorial 
Tree Planting For Her Majesty

SUSTAINABILITY
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Further details about tree 
planting projects in honour of 
Her Majesty will follow.  

Background 

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) 
is a unique tree planting initiative 
created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022. All 
across the UK people were invited 
to “Plant a tree for the Jubilee” 
to create a legacy in honour 
of The Queen’s leadership of the 
nation, which will benefit future 
generations. 

With a focus on planting 
sustainably, everyone is 
encouraged to play their part 
to enhance our environment 
by planting trees during the 
official planting season between 
October to March. Tree planting 
will commence in October 2022, 
through to the end of March 
2023.

During the first official planting 
season, from October 2021 to 
March 2022, the QGC 

inspired over a million trees to 
be planted across the United 
Kingdom. Her Majesty sent a 
message of thanks for all the 
trees planted in Her name. 

As well as planting new trees, the 
QGC has dedicated a UK-wide 
network of 70 Ancient Woodlands 
and 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate 
Her Majesty’s 70 years of service.

By inviting everyone to plant 
considerable numbers of new 
trees throughout the country, 
the QGC seeks to highlight the 
significant value of trees and 
woodlands as nature’s simple but 
highly effective way to clean the 
air we breathe, slow the impact of 
climate change, create important 
wildlife habitats and improve our 
general health and wellbeing. 

• Throughout Her reign, 
The Queen planted more 
than 1,500 trees all over the 
world and spoke alongside 
Sir David Attenborough of 
the importance of trees in the 
Earth’s future. 

• The QGC is a voluntary and 
inclusive initiative which 
is open to participation by 
everyone in the UK. 

• The QGC is a symbolic gift 
which involves the voluntary 
dedication of forests and 
woodland – there is no land/
title transfer.  

• The QGC is a not-for-profit 
initiative, which has not 
received Government 
funding. 

 Further information about the 
QGC is available: www.
queensgreencanopy.org

SUSTAINABILITY
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I am thinking about my dear 
mother Mona Ambrose who 
arrived on the Windrush in 

the 50s from Dominica. Mum 
adored the Queen. When Her 
Majesty gave her yearly Christmas 
Day address at 3pm we had to 
stand up in our front room in 
Poplar in the East End to show 
respect to Her Majesty and the 
Royal Family. That is how we were 
brought up. We lived in a council 

An Unprecedented Legacy of Service 
and Devotion to the Commonwealth

Personal Tribute To Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
- Mickey Ambrose

flat opposite the White Horse Pub, 
all 5 of us. They were good times 
and I had a fantastic childhood.

This was the London of the 
1960’s and 1970’s, so like all Afro-
Caribbean families we faced 
racism and prejudice, myself as a 
young black footballer, at times 
had it worse than many, with 
monkey chants and bananas 
being thrown from the terraces.

However, Mum would have none 
of it and would tell us that we 
could be and achieve anything, 
whilst always looking up to Queen 
Elizabeth as a shining beacon of 
hope for the future. Mum always 
said that the Queen was the most 
beautiful woman in the World.

Fast forward 55 years and Mona’s 
son has been an Ambassador of 
the Duke of Edinburgh Awards 

THE QUEEN - A EULOGY
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for many years and now also 
represents the wider family of 
Royal charities. This is why I tell 
the pupils at the Reform School 
where I work in Central London, 
that they can be and do anything. 
There is no excuse for crime, drug-
dealing or joining gangs. Sure, it is 
hard growing-up as a young black 
person on an inner-city council 
estate, but it is much easier for 
their generation to succeed and 
have a positive impact on the 
world than it was for my family.

When the passing of our beloved 
Monarch was announced on the 
8th of September, the pain and 
grief was palpable. Cars honked 
their horns in London as a mark 
of respect, whilst people from 
all walks of life walked down the 
street with tears freely flowing 
down their faces, from Mum’s 
doing the school run to burley 
lorry drivers covered in tattoos, off 
to seek a sandwich on their lunch 
break.

Queen Elizabeth had a deep and 
meaningful relationship with every 
person in the country, she was a 
constant through all of our lives, 
like a warm glow from a fireside. 
Through each of our own personal 
trials and tribulations, she was 
always there and this is why it 
hurts so much. At 96 we all knew 
that her the remaining time was 
short, but we just hoped that this 
inevitable day would never come.

During her remarkable 70 year 
reign, Queen Elizabeth did 
more to eradicate racism and 
create an equal society than 
any other Monarch or Politician 
in British History. When she 
came to the Throne, it was 27 
years since the decision was 
taken for a Commonwealth 
to be formed, from the British 
Empire. A dominion of equal and 
independent states. 

However, very little actually 
happened in regards to how the 
British public perceived their 
former colonies, until a young 
and determined Princess had the 
Royal Crown placed on her head 
at her Coronation at Westminster 
Abbey on the 26th of June 1953 
and swore an allegiance of 
servitude to the United Kingdom 
and the Commonwealth. Over 
the coming decades Queen 

Elizabeth, with her constant 
companion and confidante, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, visited every 
Commonwealth Country of the 
time.

These visits and the respect 
that Her Majesty showed every 
culture, reinforced that sense of 
equality, that we, the 2nd and 3rd 
generation of immigrants from 
the Commonwealth could be and 
achieve anything.

It has been a hard struggle, but 
the everyday racism and insults 
of the 1960’s & 70’s, now garner 
a prison sentence as a race hate 
crime, in the United Kingdom. The 
overt racism of this period is now a 
shadow of its previous incarnation 
and we now focus on the passive 
racism, the legacy of the past and 
glass ceilings which still exist for 
the Afro-Caribbean Community in 
the British Isles.

However, Race is no-longer the 
predominant issue, we have 
reached a stage in the evolution 
of thinking in my Country where 
the easiest way to break down 
racial barriers is through joint 
experiences and interests, which 
create friendships and loyalties 
across all ethnic lines. The is the 
true legacy of Queen Elizabeth II.

Mickey Ambrose, Former professional footballer, Charlton Athletic & Chelsea FC, Co-chair The People’s FA

THE QUEEN - A EULOGY
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The Royal Line of  Succession;  
New Generation of Royals 

The Monarch's royal line of 
succession has seen numerous 
amendments and additions 

during her decades on the throne as 
Britain's longest-reigning monarch. 
Queen Elizabeth II died at the age of 
96.

Her Majesty's death was announced 
on Thursday, September 8, shortly 
after 6 p.m., after members of her 
family had joined her in Balmoral, 
Scotland.

Following her father, King George VI's, 
death, 25-year-old Elizabeth took the 
throne on February 6, 1952, and has 
worked with a whopping 15 prime 
ministers during her reign, ranging 
from Winston Churchill to Liz Truss.

When examining the Queen’s series of 
heirs, several determining factors are 
at play, including descent, religion and 
primogeniture (ie the state of being 
the firstborn child).

According to the official Royal Family 
Website:

The basis for the succession was 
determined in the constitutional 
developments of the seventeenth 
century, which culminated in the 
Bill of Rights (1689) and the Act of 
Settlement (1701). 

When James II fled the country in 
1688, Parliament held that he had 
'abdicated the government' and that 
the throne was vacant. The throne 
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was then offered, not to James's young 
son, but to his daughter Mary and her 
husband William of Orange, as joint 
rulers. 

It therefore came to be established not 
only that the Sovereign rules through 
Parliament, but that the succession 
to the throne can be regulated by 
Parliament, and that a Sovereign can 
be deprived of his/her title through 
misgovernment. The Act of Settlement 
confirmed that it was for Parliament to 
determine the title to the throne

The Sovereign must, in addition, be 
in communion with the Church of 
England and must swear to preserve 

the established Church of England and 
the established Church of Scotland. The 
Sovereign must also promise to uphold 
the Protestant succession.

The Succession to the Crown Act (2013) 
amended the provisions of the Bill of 
Rights and the Act of Settlement to 
end the system of male primogeniture, 
under which a younger son can 
displace an elder daughter in the line 
of succession. The Act applies to those 
born after 28 October 2011. The Act 
also ended the provisions by which 
those who marry Roman Catholics are 
disqualified from the line of succession. 
The changes came into force in all 
sixteen Realms in March 2015.
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THE LINE OF SUCCESSION 

SOVEREIGN

9. Princess Beatrice, Mrs. Edoardo 
Mapelli Mozzi

10. Miss Sienna Mapelli Mozzi

11. Princess Eugenie, Mrs. Jack 
Brooksbank

12. Master August Brooksbank

13. The Earl of Wessex

14. Viscount Severn

15. The Lady Louise Mountbatten-
Windsor

16. The Princess Royal

17. Mr. Peter Phillips

18. Miss Savannah Phillips

19. Miss Isla Phillips

20. Mrs. Michael Tindall

21. Miss Mia Tindall

22. Miss Lena Tindall

23. Master Lucas Tindall

1. The Prince of Wales

2. Prince George of Wales

3. Princess Charlotte of Wales

4. Prince Louis of Wales

5. The Duke of Sussex

6. Master Archie Mountbatten-
Windsor

7. Miss Lilibet Mountbatten-
Windsor

8. The Duke of York

THE ROYALS
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Accession of King Charles III

Following the death of Queen Elizabeth 
II, a new Sovereign acceded to The 
Throne. King Charles III, formerly known 

as The Prince of Wales, was born in 1948 and 
became heir apparent on the accession of 
Queen Elizabeth II in 1952.

In addition to his official and ceremonial duties 
in the United Kingdom and overseas as The 
Prince of Wales, His Majesty has taken a keen 
and active interest in all areas of public life 

for decades. The King has been instrumental 
in establishing more than 20 charities over 
40 years, including The Prince's Trust, The 
Prince's Foundation and The Prince of Wales’s 
Charitable Fund (PWCF).

His Majesty has worked closely with many 
organisations, publicly supporting a wide 
variety of causes relating to the environment, 
rural communities, the built environment, the 
arts, healthcare and education.
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Early life

The Prince of Wales, eldest son 
of The Queen and Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh, was born at 
Buckingham Palace at 9.14pm on 
14 November 1948. A month later, 
on 15 December, Charles Philip 
Arthur George was christened in 
the Music Room at Buckingham 
Palace, by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Geoffrey Fisher.

The Prince's mother was 
proclaimed Queen Elizabeth II at 
the age of 25, when her father, 
King George VI, died aged 56 on 
6 February 1952. On The Queen's 
accession to the throne, Prince 
Charles - as the Sovereign's eldest 
son - became heir apparent at the 
age of three.

The Prince, as Heir to the 
Throne, took on the traditional 
titles of The Duke of Cornwall 
under a charter of King Edward 
III in 1337; and, in the Scottish 
peerage, of Duke of Rothesay, 
Earl of Carrick, Baron Renfrew, 
Lord of the Isles, and Prince 
and Great Steward of Scotland.

The Prince was four at his 
mother's Coronation, in 
Westminster Abbey on 
2 June 1953. Many who 
watched the Coronation 
have vivid memories of him 
seated between his widowed 
grandmother, known as 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother, and his aunt, Princess 
Margaret.

Education

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh decided that The 
Prince should go to school rather 
than have a tutor at the Palace. 
The Prince started at Hill House 
school in West London on 7 
November 1956.

After 10 months, the young Prince 
became a boarder at Cheam 
School, a preparatory school in 
Berkshire. In 1958, while The Prince 
was at Cheam, The Queen created 
him The Prince of Wales and Earl 
of Chester. The Prince was nine-
years-old.

In April 1962 The Prince began his 
first term at Gordonstoun, a school 
near Elgin in Eastern Scotland 
which The Duke of Edinburgh had 
attended.

THE ROYALS
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The Prince of Wales spent two terms 
in 1966 as an exchange student at 
Timbertop, a remote outpost of the 
Geelong Church of England Grammar 
School in Melbourne, Australia.

When he returned to Gordonstoun for 
his final year, The Prince of Wales was 
appointed school guardian (head boy). 
The Prince, who had already passed 
six O Levels, also took A Levels and was 
awarded a grade B in history and a C in 
French, together with a distinction in an 
optional special history paper in July 1967.

The Prince went to Cambridge 
University in 1967 to read archaeology 
and anthropology at Trinity College. He 
changed to history for the second part of 
his degree, and in 1970 was awarded a 2:2 
degree.

Investiture and 
military career

His Royal Highness was invested 
as Prince of Wales by The Queen 
on 1 July 1969 in a colourful 
ceremony at Caernarfon Castle. 
Before the investiture The Prince 
had spent a term at the University 
College of Wales at Aberystwyth, 
learning to speak Welsh.

On 11 February 1970, His Royal 
Highness took his seat in the 
House of Lords.

On 8 March 1971 The Prince flew 
himself to Royal Air Force (RAF) 
Cranwell in Lincolnshire, to train 
as a jet pilot. At his own request, 
The Prince had received flying 
instruction from the RAF during 
his second year at Cambridge.

In September 1971 after the 
passing out parade at Cranwell, 
The Prince embarked on a naval 
career, following in the footsteps 

of his father, grandfather and both 
his great-grandfathers.

The six-week course at the Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth, was 
followed by service on the guided 
missile destroyer HMS Norfolk and 
two frigates.

THE ROYALS
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The Prince qualified as a 
helicopter pilot in 1974 before 
joining 845 Naval Air Squadron, 
which operated from the 
Commando carrier HMS Hermes. 
On 9 February 1976, The Prince 
took command of the coastal 
minehunter HMS Bronington for 
his last nine months in the Navy.

Family and Married 
Life

On 29 July 1981, The Prince of 
Wales married Lady Diana Spencer 
in St Paul's Cathedral.

Lady Diana's father, then Viscount 
Althorp and later the eighth Earl 
Spencer, had been an equerry to 
both George VI and The Queen. 
Her maternal grandmother, Ruth, 
Lady Fermoy, was a close friend 
and Lady-in-Waiting to The Queen 
Mother.

The Prince and Princess of Wales 
had two sons: Prince William, born 
on 21 June 1982; and Prince Harry, 
born on 15 September 1984.

From the time of their marriage, 
The Prince and Princess of Wales 
went on overseas tours and carried 
out many engagements together 
in the UK.

On 9 December 1992, The Prime 
Minister, John Major, announced 
to the House of Commons that 
The Prince and Princess of Wales 
had agreed to separate. The 
marriage was dissolved on 28 
August 1996. The Princess was 
still regarded as a member of the 
Royal Family. She continued to live 
at Kensington Palace and to carry 
out her public work for a number 
of charities.

When The Princess was killed in 
a car crash in Paris on 31 August 
1997, The Prince of Wales flew to 
Paris with her two sisters to bring 
her body back to London.

On the day of the funeral, The 
Prince of Wales accompanied 
his two sons, Prince William, 
aged 15 and Prince Harry, aged 
12 at the time, as they walked 
behind the coffin from The Mall 
to Westminster Abbey. With them 
were The Duke of Edinburgh 
and The Princess's brother, Earl 
Spencer. 

The Prince of Wales asked the 
media to respect his sons' privacy, 
to allow them to lead a normal 
school life. In the years that 
followed, Prince William, who is 
now heir to the throne, and Prince 

Harry accompanied their father 
on a limited number of official 
engagements in the UK and 
abroad.

On 9 April 2005, The Prince of 
Wales and Camilla Parker Bowles 
were married in a civil ceremony 
at the Guildhall, Windsor. After 
the wedding, Mrs Parker Bowles 
became known as HRH The 
Duchess of Cornwall.

The Prince of Wales and The 
Duchess of Cornwall were joined 
by around 800 guests at a Service 
of Prayer and Dedication at St 
George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle.

The Service was followed by 
a reception at Windsor Castle 
hosted by Her Majesty The Queen.

THE ROYALS
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As The Prince of Wales

The Prince of Wales supported Queen Elizabeth 
II as the focal point for national pride, unity and 
allegiance and bringing people together across 
all sections of society, representing stability 
and continuity, highlighting achievement, and 
emphasising the importance of service and 
the voluntary sector by encouragement and 
example.

Military Duties

His Majesty The King is a strong supporter of the 
Armed Services and saw them as one of the most 
important parts of his role as Heir to The Throne. 
The Prince of Wales’s relationship with the Armed 
Services consisted of three main activities:

• Promoting the role of the Armed Services 
within national life, through operational visits, 
ceremonial duties, and commemorative 
activity across the UK and around the world.

• Supporting the welfare and interests of 
Service personnel, Veterans, and their 
families.

• Maintaining the history and heritage of 
the Armed Services through links with 
Regiments, Units and Formations both in the 
U.K. and around the Commonwealth.

Working in the United Kingdom

Wales

Becoming The Prince of Wales at the age of nine, 
The King had a long and enduring relationship with 
Wales and that relationship remains today. As The 
Prince of Wales, The King was Patron of a number of 
Welsh Charities and organisations such as The Royal 
Welsh College of Music and Drama, Ty Hafan and the 
children’s hospice in Wales.

Scotland

His Majesty The King shares a fondness for 
Scotland. The Duke of Rothesay spent time in the 
country both carrying out public engagements 
and privately at Birkhall on the Balmoral estate in 
Aberdeenshire. His Majesty is Patron of a number 
of Scottish organisations such as the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra, the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Aberdeen Angus 
Cattle Society, Glasgow School of Art and the Gordon 
Highlanders Museum.
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Northern Ireland
His Majesty The King has 
visited Northern Ireland 
regularly and many of his 
charities such as The Prince's 
Trust and Business in the 
Community are active in the 
province. The King is also 
Patron of charities such as 
The Royal Ulster Constabulary 
GC Foundation and the Ulster 
Watercolour Society. As The 
Prince of Wales, His Royal 
Highness took particular 
interest in the redesign of 
the house and gardens at 
Hillsborough, and has helped 
Historic Royal Palaces in their 
work to make the castle into 
one of the most significant 
tourist attractions in Northern 
Ireland.

England

As well as conducting many 
of their engagements each 
year in England, The King 
has attended a number 
of important national 
occasions in England. 
His Majesty is Patron of 
a number of specifically 
English organisations such 
as the Royal Shakespeare 
Company (RSC), the Safer 
London Foundation, the Mary 
Rose Trust, the Sussex Cattle 
Society, the Turner Society, 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust, Age Concern England, 
the Elgar Foundation and 
Taste of the West which 
promotes produce from the 
South West of England.
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Working Overseas

As The Prince of Wales, His Royal 
Highness travelled abroad every 
year at the request of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office to 
further British diplomatic interests, 
raise the UK’s profile in the 
country visited to promote British 
excellence. Royal Tours allowed the 
Heir to familiarise himself with a 
wide range of international issues 
and meet many Heads of State 
and senior officials.

Promoting and 
Protecting

As well as supporting The Queen 
in fulfilling her role as Head of 
State and acting as a charitable 
entrepreneur, The Prince of Wales 
also sought to promote and 
protect the country’s enduring 
traditions, virtues and excellence. 

Among other things, this work 
involves:

• Highlighting achievements 

or issues that, without his 
support might otherwise 
receive little exposure;

• Supporting Britain’s rural and 
farming communities;

• Promoting tolerance and 
greater understanding 
between different faiths and 
communities;

• Protecting the Arts and 
championing traditional craft 
and heritage skills. 
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Sustainability

For over fifty years, The Prince of Wales 
used his unique position to champion 
action for a sustainable future.

In the context of global challenges that 
include the climate crisis, deforestation, 
and ocean pollution, The Prince 
promoted sustainability to ensure that 
the natural assets upon which we all 
depend among other things soil, water, 
forests, a stable climate and fish stocks 
endure for future generations. 

Over the decades, The Prince 
of Wales launched a number of 
sustainability initiatives aimed 
at delivering practical outcomes. 
In late 2019, His Royal Highness 
launched the Sustainable 
Markets Initiative. As well as 
addressing environmental 
challenges, The Prince promoted 
a more sustainable approach to 
planning and designing homes 
and communities in ways that 
enhance and add to the social, 
natural and built environment.
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Crowning Ceremony of King Charles III 

After the late Queen 
Elizabeth II's 70-year reign, 
King Charles III will be 

crowned on May 6 at Westminster 
Abbey in a ceremony that will 
honour the past while also looking 
to the future.

The announcement from 
Buckingham came amid 
speculation that the coronation 
would be shorter and less lavish 
than the three-hour ceremony 
that installed Elizabeth in 1953, in 
keeping with Charles' plans for 
a streamlined monarchy. While 
the palace did not provide many 

details, British media reported that 
the guest list would be reduced 
from 8,000 to 2,000.

According to the palace, Charles will 
be crowned in a solemn religious 
ceremony led by Archbishop of 
Canterbury Justin Welby. Camilla, 
the queen consort, will be crowned 
alongside her husband.

"The coronation will reflect the 
monarch's role today and look 
forward while remaining rooted 
in longstanding traditions and 
pageantry," according to the palace.

Before receiving the orb, sceptre, 
and coronation ring, Charles will 
be anointed with holy oil. Like 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, Camilla will be anointed 
with holy oil and crowned.

The coronation, known as 
Operation Golden Orb, is being 
planned by the palace as Charles 
and his heir, Prince William, seek 
to demonstrate that the monarchy 
is still relevant in modern, multi-
cultural Britain. While there 
was widespread admiration for 
Elizabeth, as evidenced by the 
tens of thousands of people who 
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queued for hours 
to pass by her 
coffin, there is 
no guarantee 
that respect will 
be extended to 
Charles.

According to royal 
historian Robert 
Lacey, author of 
"Majesty: Elizabeth 
II and the House 
of Windsor," 
organisers 
should aim for 
an hour-long 
ceremony, similar 
to the queen's 
"immensely 
moving" funeral 
last month.

"One must remember, too, that 
while the Queen's funeral was very 
much focused on paying tribute 
to her, a coronation is a tribute 
to an institution rather than a 
person, with whom quite a lot of 
thoughtful people in this country 
disagree," Lacey told the BBC.

While the majority of the 

coronation ceremony is expected 
to remain unchanged in the past 
1,000 years, some of the more 
fussy trappings of pomp and 
circumstance may be trimmed 
as Britain struggles with soaring 
inflation and the fallout from the 
Ukraine war. The optics are crucial.

"The idea of this very opulent 
coronation coming on the back 
of a winter of austerity, a cost-of-

living crisis, but 
also, I think, a 
sense that was 
having thousands 
of foreign 
dignitaries flying 
in on aeroplanes 
that guzzle oil and 
petrol or whatever 
they guzzle to 
the coronation of 
the environment-
loving monarch — 
all of those things 
could chime very 
awkwardly," said 
Anna Whitelock, 
a professor of 
modern monarchy 
history at City 
University.

The ceremony is traditionally 
held several months after the 
monarch's accession to the 
throne, giving him time to mourn 
his predecessor and plan the 
event. At a meeting of his senior 
advisers, known as the Privy 
Council, later this year, Charles is 
expected to sign a proclamation 
formally declaring the date of the 
ceremony.
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Weeks Apart; How UK Politics 
took a Rollercoaster Ride

Two images of Britain, taken seven weeks apart, 
speak volumes.

They are two photographs taken exactly seven 
weeks apart, capturing the monarch meeting the 
British prime minister-in-waiting to ask them to 
form a new government.

They also serve as bookends.

Much time passed between the first and second, 
plunging a nation into mourning and an acute, 
turbulent economic crisis — tectonic shifts many in 
the country had never experienced.

On September 6, Queen Elizabeth II 
met with incoming Prime Minister 

Liz Truss. After 70 years on the throne, 
it was the last time the monarch was 
seen in public. Her reign spanned two 
centuries and post-colonialism, Brexit, and 
a pandemic.

It was a fresh start for Truss, who was 
handed the keys to 10 Downing Street after 
a bruising battle for the Conservative Party 
leadership with Rishi Sunak (more on him 
later). Boris Johnson, her predecessor, had 
resigned amid a cloud of ethics scandals.
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The queen, using a walking 
cane after prolonged 
mobility issues, is smiling. 
From the side angle, Truss 
can also be seen smiling as 
they shake hands. The queen 
died two days later.

For many, the meeting was 
probably the high point of 
Truss’ premiership. After that, 
it sped downhill, crashed 
and burned in 45 days. Her 
libertarian economic policies 
caused convulsions in the 
markets and saw the pound 
crater to its lowest ebb 
against the dollar in nearly 
40 years.

And now, on 25th October,, 
another photo: Sunak, the 

former Treasury Secretary and now 
Prime Minister, was photographed 
shaking hands with King Charles 
III on Tuesday. Sunak, the same 
Sunak who called Truss' economic 
plan a "fairy tale." He may have had 
the last word with his predecessor, 
but he faces significant challenges 
ahead, including one of Britain's 
most severe economic crises in 
modern history.

Britain is on its third leader this 
year, and the two most recent 
took office without a direct 
mandate from the British people 
— they were elected leader 

of the Conservative Party and 
thus became prime minister 
automatically. The opposition and 
others are calling for a general 
election. By law, that can't happen 
until 2024, and Sunak has said 
he won't hold one because, as 
it stands, the Conservatives face 
obliteration at the polls.

Charles III is confident in his 
position and will almost certainly 
outlive the government. In her 70 
years on the throne, his mother 
met 15 prime ministers; Charles 
is on his second in less than two 
months. Nonetheless, he is the 
oldest to ascend to the British 
throne.
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Now, even as she is the 
UK’s first lady, billionaire 
AkshataMurty is known 

for much more than that. She is a 
fashion designer, venture capitalist 
and entrepreneur.

Murty comes from a family of 
wealth and reportedly has a 700 
million pound stake. She was born 
to the Infosys founder Narayana 
Murthy and author-turned-
philanthropist Sudha Murthy. 
Despite her family's immense 
wealth, Ms Murty came from more 
humble beginnings.

When Akshata was two, Murthy 
family shifted to Mumbai from 
Hubli, Karnataka.

A feminist in action, Sudha Murthy 

didn’t let her children grow up in 
a great environment. As per the 
reports, they didn’t have a television 
in their house during childhood. 
Akshata and Rohan were one of 
those rare 80-born children who 
lived without TV and spent their 
time in better pursuits like reading 
and spending time with people. 
Her parents — N R Narayana 
Murthy and Sudha Murthy – drew 
the line early in terms of parenting 
her and her brother. Not only that, 
Sudha ensured that her children 
went to school by auto-rickshaw 
instead of luxurious cars.

Attended high school in Bangalore 
and studied at the Fashion Institute 
of Design & Merchandising, Los 
Angeles. She also has a Masters's 
degree in business administration 

from Stanford University. This is 
where she met Sunak and married 
him in Bangalore in 2009.

Murty had previously started 
her design label called Akshata 
Designs. The following year, she 
became director of the family-
owned venture capital firm 
Catamaran Ventures, which 
invested in British luxury furniture 
& Elon Musk’s Space Exploration 
Technology Corporation.

She is also the director at London-
based Digme Fitness, valued at £ 
7.2 million. Murty also owns shares 
in two of the famed British cook 
Jamie Oliver restaurants, Wendy’s 
in India and fitness brand Digme 
Fitness.

Akshata Narayana Murty,  
the first lady of the UK
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She told Vogue in 2011: "I'm about the story behind 
a particular garment, its authenticity, craftsmanship 
and protecting a rich heritage."

Akshata was also quoted saying: "I believe we live 
in a materialistic society, and over the last few 
decades, it has become easier to sell products to a 
wide audience, given the advent of globalisation." 
The Times reported in February 2020 that the couple 
are understood to own "at least four properties", the 
publication says, including a five-bedroom mews 
house in Kensington valued at about £ 7 million.

RishiSunak and AkshataMurty’s combined net worth 
is £730 million, reportedly more than the head of the 
British monarchy KingCharlesIII. Akshata met Rishi 
while the pair were at Stanford University. They fell in 
love and got married in 2009 in an elegant ceremony 
in Bangalore. The couple has two daughters 
together, Krishna and Anoushka.

Rishi Sunak-Akshata Murthy wedding

Akshata met Rishi Sunak at Stanford university while 
she was studying MBA. Sunak was then a Fulbright 

Scholar with a first-class degree from the reputed 
Oxford University.

The couple fell in love and decided to tie the knot 
forever. Their love could be found in the words of 
Sunak when he said last September during his 
campaign against Liz Truss that he is grateful to 
Akshata for giving a chance to a ‘short kid with 
backpack’.

Explicitly mentioning his humble background in 
contrast to Akshata’s, Sunak said, “You know what 
you mean to me, and I am incredibly grateful 
that 18 years ago you chose to give up your high 
heels and take a chance on the short kid with a 
backpack.”

Appraising his daughter’s choice, Narayana Murthy 
once, in a letter to Akshata, said, “all that you had 
described him to be -- brilliant, handsome, and, 
most importantly, honest.” The power couple owns 
at least four properties, including a seven-million 
pound house in Kensington, London. They also own 
a flat in Santa Monica, California.
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End of Truss Era; The Short term Prime 
minister of the United Kingdom

“I am a fighter and not a quitter. I 
have acted in the national interest 
to ensure economic stability,” 

said Truss when the opposition 
MPs booed her in Parliament.  
Within 24 hours, Liz Truss 
resigned, ending a 45-day reign as 
the British prime minister marred 
by failed promises and dashed 
hopes.

Liz Truss became prime minister 
on a promise to open a new era 
of growth by shaking up Britain’s 
economy. But the tumult that 

resulted was not precisely what 
she had in mind: Markets recoiled, 
the pound currency dived, her 
party revolted — and, in the end, 
she announced her resignation 
just 45 days after taking office.

Truss, 47, was forced to quit 
after an ill-conceived economic 
stimulus plan she drew up caused 
economic and political chaos 
and wiped out her support in the 
Conservative Party.

Truss, a libertarian who fervently 
believes in small government and 

free-market economics, came 
to office on Sept. 6 after 172,000 
Conservative Party members 
voted in an internal leadership 
contest to pick a successor to the 
scandal-plagued Boris Johnson.

Truss was, in many ways, the 
opposite of the populist, people-
pleasing Johnson. Serious and 
stiff as a public speaker, she 
called herself a “disruptor,” ready 
to upend existing economic 
“orthodoxy.” Truss, then foreign 
secretary, vowed to slash taxes and 
red tape “from day one,” boost 
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investment and turn Britain’s 
faltering economy around on the 
campaign trail.

Her views appealed to many 
Conservatives, who backed her 
with a 57% majority over rival Rishi 
Sunak, a former Treasury chief 
who warned against radical tax 
cuts. Many saw in her echoes of 
former Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, whom Truss admired 
— and sometimes emulated in 
her style of dress and poses on 
Instagram.

In the first days of her premiership, 
she gave a taste of things to come 
when she said she wasn’t afraid 
to make “unpopular” decisions 
— such as removing a bonus cap 
for bankers — to boost the U.K.’s 
competitiveness.

On Sept. 23, Treasury chief Kwasi 
Kwarteng unveiled the Truss 
government’s vision for growth: a 
massive package of tax cuts worth 
45 billion pounds ($50 billion) 
that the government said would 
create jobs and improve living 
standards. But the so-called mini-

budget didn’t explain how the 
government planned to pay for 
the tax cuts, leading investors 
to worry that public borrowing 
would balloon out of control.

The market’s verdict was 
immediate and devastating.

The pound plunged to a record 
low against the U.S. dollar, the 
cost of government borrowing 
soared, and the Bank of England 
was forced to step in to buy 
government bonds to avert a 
broader financial crisis.
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Many also questioned 
Truss’ political judgment in 
slashing taxes for Britain’s 
top earners. At the same 
time, millions of people 
struggled to make ends 
meet with the cost of 
everything from heating to 
groceries soaring.

Truss stuck to her guns — 
for a while.

Two weeks after her 
package was unveiled, 
she insisted that she was 
determined to deliver her 
priorities: “Growth, growth 
and growth.” But party 
members were incensed 
about the damage she had 
done to their credibility.

By Oct. 14, she had fired 
Kwarteng, her longtime ally, 
and reversed course — twice 
— on her tax-cutting plans. 
Kwarteng’s replacement 
as Treasury head, Jeremy Hunt, 
then dumped almost all of Truss’ 
flagship policies. Truss apologised 
for going “too far and fast,” but her 
authority was in tatters, and many 
Conservatives openly called for her 
to go.

Recently, Britain’s lively, partisan 
press was unusually united in the 
opinion that Truss was doomed. 
The Conservative-backing tabloid 
The Sun called her “a ghost 
PM.” The left-leaning Guardian 
compared the Conservatives to a 
mutinous ship’s crew.

After The Economist said Truss’ 
time in control of the government 
would have “roughly the shelf-life 
of a lettuce,” the tabloid Daily Star 
set up a Livestream featuring a 
photo of the prime minister beside 

a head of an iceberg. It asked, “Can 
Liz Truss outlast this lettuce?” — 
and reported triumphantly that 
she had not when Truss quit on 
Thursday.

She will stay prime minister until 
the party chooses a replacement 
in the coming week. She will have 
the dubious distinction of being 
the shortest-serving British prime 
minister in history. She topped 
George Canning, who was prime 
minister for just 119 days in 1827 
before he died.

Truss was Britain’s third female 
prime minister, after Thatcher, 
who governed from 1979 to 1990, 
and Theresa May, who held office 
from 2016 to 2019.

Born in Oxford in 1975, Mary 
Elizabeth Truss is the daughter 

of a math professor and 
a nurse, who took her 
on antinuclear and anti-
Thatcher protests as a 
child, where she recalled 
shouting: “Maggie, Maggie, 
Maggie — out, out, out!”

As an adult, however, she 
came to admire Thatcher 
and rebelled against her 
parents’ left-wing views.

She attended a public high 
school in Leeds in northern 
England — something 
that set her apart from her 
many privately educated 
Conservative colleagues 
— and went to Oxford 
University.

There, she was president 
of the university branch 
of the Liberal Democratic 
Party. The economically 
centrist Lib Dems back 
constitutional reform and 

civil liberties, and Truss was an 
enthusiastic member, putting 
up “Free the Weed” posters that 
called for the decriminalisation of 
marijuana.

After Oxford, Truss joined the 
Conservative Party — “when it was 
distinctly unfashionable,” she later 
said.

She worked as an economist 
for energy company Shell and 
telecommunications firm Cable 
and Wireless, and a right-of-
centre think tank. She served as 
a local councillor in London and 
ran unsuccessfully for Parliament 
twice before being elected to 
represent the eastern England 
seat of Southwest Norfolk in 2010.

Truss got her first Cabinet job as 
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a food and environment secretary 
in 2014, making her biggest 
impression with a much-mocked 
speech in which she said it was “a 
disgrace” that Britain imports two-
thirds of its cheese.

In Britain’s 2016 referendum on 
whether to leave the European 
Union, Truss backed the losing 
“remain” side, though she says she 
was always a natural Euroskeptic. 
In the years after the vote, she 
won over Brexiteers with her 
uncompromising approach to the 
EU.

When Johnson came to power, 
he made Truss trade secretary, 
a role that considerably boosted 
her profile as she signed post-
Brexit deals worldwide. She was 

appointed foreign secretary in 
September 2021. 

A year later, she achieved her 
dream of becoming prime 
minister — a triumph that proved 
short-lived.

“Brighter days lie 
ahead”- Truss’s 
farewell speech

Liz Truss insisted in her farewell speech 
that “brighter days lie ahead” as her 
tenure as Britain’s shortest-serving 
leader ended. She quoted Roman 
philosopher Seneca, saying, “It is not 
because things are difficult that we do 
not dare; it is because we do not dare 
that times are difficult,” insisting that 
the UK needed to be “bold.”

“From my time as Prime Minister, 
I’m more convinced than ever that 
we need to be bold and face the 
challenges we face,” she said.

“We simply cannot afford to be a 
low-growth country with a growing 
share of our national wealth going 
to the government and huge 
disparities between different parts 
of our country.”

She concluded her speech by 
wishing incoming Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak “every success for the 
good of our country.”

Truss held her final cabinet meeting 
before her speech and later she met 
King Charles at the Buckingham 
Palace for her official resignation.
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Here's a look at some prominent 
Indian-origin leaders in other 
countries

People of Indian origin hold 
important positions in many 
countries, from the United States 
of America to Portugal.

Kamala Harris

Kamala D. 
Harris is the 
Vice President 
of the United 
States of America. 
She was elected Vice President 
after a lifetime of public service, 
having been elected District 
Attorney of San Francisco, 
California Attorney General, and 
United States Senator.

Vice President Harris and her 
sister, Maya Harris, were inspired 
by their mother, Shyamala 
Gopalan. Gopalan, a breast cancer 
scientist and pioneer in her own 
right, received her doctorate the 
same year Vice President Harris 
was born. Shyamala Gopalan was 
born in Chennai and moved to the 
United States to pursue a doctoral 
degree at University of California 
Berkeley.

António Costa

Antonio Costa 
took over as 
Prime Minister 
of Portugal in 
2015. Serving as the 119th PM of 
Portugal. Costa's father's family 
comes from Goa; his grandfather 

was born in the former 
Portuguese colony and lived there 
for most of his life.

His father, Orlando da Costa, was 
a writer born in Mozambique, a 
Portuguese colony, and whose 
works displayed strong Goan roots, 
including pieces on Rabindranath 
Tagore.

Dr Mohamed Irfaan Al

Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali was 
sworn in as 
Guyana’s Ninth 
Executive 
President on 
August 2, 2020. 
He was born in an Indo-Guyanese 
family in Leonora. Notably, he 
is the first Muslim President of 
Guyana

Chandrikapersad Santokhi 

Chandrikapersad 
"Chan" Santokhi 
is serving as the 
9th president 
of Suriname. 
He was born in 
an Indo-Surinamese 
family in Lelydorp. Before joining 
politics, Santokhi served as a 
police officer in Suriname.

Prithvirajsing Roopun

Prithvirajsing 
Roopun has 
been the 
President of 
Mauritius since 

2019. He was born in a Hindu 
family and was an Arya Samaji 
follower in Quatre Bornes. He 
grew up in Morcellement St. Jean, 
a suburb of Quatre Bornes. He 
began practising as an attorney at 
law in 1986

Wavel Ramkalawan

Wavel 
Ramkalawan 
assumed office 
as Seychelles' 
President in 2020. 
Ramkalawan was 
born in Mahe, and his grandfather 
was from Bihar, India. His father 
was a metalworker, while his 
mother worked as a primary 
school teacher. He is an ordained 
minister in the Anglican Church.

Pravind Jugnauth

Pravind 
Jugnauth has 
served as the 
Prime Minister 
of Mauritius 
since January 2017. 
He is the son of former Mauritius 
President and Prime Minister 
Anerood Jugnauth. Jugnauth was 
born in a Hindu family in Mauritius, 
but his ancestors migrated from 
Uttar Pradesh, India. 

Halimah Yacob

Halimah Yacob 
has been 
serving as 
the eighth 
President 
of Singapore 
since 2017. She is 
also the first female President 
of Singapore. Yacob was born in 
Singapore to an Indian father and 
a Malay mother.

The other Indian-Origin 
World Leaders
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The Bank of England is 
widely expected to hike 
its key interest rate on 

Thursday, 4th of November 2022 
by the biggest amount since 1989 
as it bids to cool sky-high British 
inflation.

Some analysts, however, are 
predicting a rise of one percentage 
point, also a 33-year high.

The move would mirror aggressive 
rate-tightening by central banks 
worldwide as economies battle the 
highest prices in decades.

The US Federal Reserve on 
Wednesday announced a fourth 
consecutive hike of 0.75 percentage 
points, taking its benchmark 
lending rate to 3.75-4.0 percent. 
While calling further interest rate 
increases “appropriate” to tamp 
down inflation, the Fed also opened 
the door to smaller hikes.

The BoE decision at 1200 GMT is 

set to add to a cost-of-living crisis 
for millions of Britons as hikes by 
central banks see retail lenders 
push up the interest rate on their 
loans.

Repayments on UK mortgages 
have surged in recent weeks also 
after the debt-fuelled budget of 
previous British prime minister Liz 
Truss spooked markets, forcing her 
to resign and triggering emergency 
buying of UK government bonds by 
the BoE.

Her successor Rishi Sunak has 
attempted to bring calm to markets 
by hinting at tax rises in a new 
budget on November 17, even if 
such a move further harms Britain’s 
economy.

“I think everyone knows we do face 
a challenging economic outlook, 
and difficult decisions will need 
to be made,” Sunak, a former UK 
finance minister, told parliament on 
Wednesday. British annual inflation 

stands above 10 percent, the 
highest level in 40 years, on soaring 
food prices and energy bills.

– Inflation update –

Alongside its rate call, the BoE will 
give its latest inflation and growth 
forecasts, with analysts indicating 
that the UK economy may already 
be in recession.

“The BoE is expected to hike its 
interest rate by no more than 75 
basis points, on conviction that the 
Sunak government would opt for 
some fiscal austerity, and nothing 
too crazy to wreak havoc, again,” 
forecast Swissquote analyst Ipek 
Ozkardeskaya.

As the Covid-19 pandemic began 
in early 2020, the BoE slashed its 
key interest rate to a record-low 
0.1 percent and also pumped 
massive sums of new cash into the 
economy. The Bank of England 
started raising rates last December 
and another hike Thursday would 
be the eighth increase in a row.

Ruth Gregory, senior UK economist 
at Capital Economics, predicts 
that the BoE will raise its interest 
rate by one percentage point on 
Thursday and by the same amount 
in December.

“If we are right that domestic 
inflation will be sticky, it may 
mean that the Bank of England 
ultimately has to act more 
aggressively further ahead,” she 
added.

Bank of England ready for the biggest 
interest rate hike since 1989
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According to the World 
Bank, The world economy 
continues to suffer 

from a series of destabilising 
shocks. After more than two 
years of the pandemic, the 
Russian Federation’s invasion 
of Ukraine and its global effects 
on commodity markets, supply 
chains, inflation, and financial 
conditions have steepened the 
slowdown in global growth. 

In particular, the war in 
Ukraine is leading to soaring 
prices and volatility in energy 
markets, with increased activity 
in energy exporters more 
than offset by headwinds in 
most other economies. The 
invasion of Ukraine has also 
led to a significant increase in 
agricultural commodity prices, 
exacerbating food insecurity 
and extreme poverty in many 
emerging markets and developing 
economies (EMDEs). Numerous 
risks could further derail what 
is now a precarious recovery. 
Among them is, in particular, 
the possibility of stubbornly high 
global inflation accompanied by 
tepid growth reminiscent of the 
stagflation of the 1970s. 

This could eventually result in a 
sharp tightening of monetary 
policy in advanced economies to 
rein in inflation, lead to surging 
borrowing costs, and possibly 
culminate in financial stress in 
some EMDEs. A forceful and 
wide-ranging policy response is 

required by EMDE authorities and 
the global community to boost 
growth, bolster macroeconomic 
frameworks, reduce financial 
vulnerabilities, provide support to 
vulnerable population groups, and 
attenuate the long-term impacts 
of the global shocks of recent 
years

Global stagflation. Global inflation 
has risen sharply from its lows in 
mid-2020, on rebounding global 
demand, supply bottlenecks, and 
soaring food and energy prices, 
especially since Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. Markets expect 
inflation to peak in mid-2022 
and then decline but to remain 
elevated even after these shocks 
subside and monetary policies are 
tightened further. Global growth 
has been moving in the opposite 
direction: it has declined sharply 
since the beginning of the year 
and, for the remainder of this 
decade, is expected to remain 
below the average of the 2010s. In 
light of these developments, the 
risk of stagflation—a combination 
of high inflation and sluggish 
growth—has risen. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine: 
Implications for energy markets 
and activity. Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine has disrupted global 
energy markets and damaged 
the global economy. Compared 
with what took place in the 
1970s, the shock has led to a 
price surge across a broader set 
of energyrelated commodities. 
In energy-importing economies, 
higher prices will reduce real 
disposable incomes, raise 
production costs, tighten financial 
conditions, and constrain policy 
space. Some energy exporters 
may benefit from improved terms 
of trade and higher commodities 
production. 

UK Economy as of 
now

 In Q2 2022, GDP in the UK rose by 
0.2% compared with the previous 
quarter (Q1 2022), following a 
growth of 0.7% in Q1. US GDP 
fell by 0.1% in Q2 2022. In the 
Eurozone, GDP growth was 0.8% in 
Q2 2022.

Compared to the pre-pandemic 
level, UK GDP in Q2 2022 was 0.2% 
lower (this figure was recently 
revised to lower). This compares 
with Eurozone GDP being 1.8% 
higher than its pre-pandemic level, 
while US GDP was 3.5% higher.

For 2021 as a whole, the UK GDP 
growth was 7.5%. This was the 
highest in the G7. The UK had the 

Stagflation Risk Rises Amid Sharp 
Slowdown in Growth
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most significant decline in GDP 
among the G7 in 2020 (-11.0%), and 
its relatively strong performance 
in 2021 was, to some degree, a 
recovery from weakness in 2020.

Headline GDP growth figures 
across countries are less than 
100% comparable. For example, 
the UK takes a different approach 
to calculating output in the 
education and health sectors. 
This has resulted in the UK’s GDP 
growth figures being lower in 
2020 and higher in 2021 (as this 
effect unwound), compared with 
other G7 economies than they 
otherwise would have been.

Forecasts

On 11 October, the IMF published 
new forecasts for the world 
economy. The IMF downgraded 
2023 GDP growth forecasts 
for many countries, reflecting 
a “sharper-than-expected 
slowdown” due in part to high 
inflation. The IMF forecasts UK 
GDP growth of 3.6% for 2022 and 
0.3% for 2023 – that’s down from 
0.5% at its previous forecast (made 
in July).

On 27 September, the OECD 
published new forecasts for 
the world economy. The OECD 
downgraded 2023 GDP growth 
forecasts for many countries, 
reflecting high inflation and 
rising interest rates. The OECD 
forecasts UK GDP growth of 3.4% 
for 2022, reflecting a bounceback 
compared with 2021’s pandemic-
affected performance. For 2023, 
the OECD forecasts an increase 
of 0.0% – unchanged from its 
forecast in June.

The UK economy recovered from 

the COVID-19 shock thanks to 
emergency support measures 
protecting jobs and incomes and a 
rapid vaccine rollout but is slowing 
amid persisting supply shortages 
and rising inflation. Fiscal policy 
must balance gradual tightening 
with providing well-targeted 
temporary support to households 
vulnerable to rising costs of living, 
supporting growth and addressing 

significant investment needs. 
Accelerating progress towards net 
zero is fundamental to enhancing 
energy security. The United 
Kingdom is among the world 
leaders in reducing domestic 
greenhouse gas emissions. It has 
a robust institutional framework 
and a broad political consensus 
supporting the target to reduce 
net emissions to zero by 2050.

 

 
 

A2: GDP International 
In Q2 2022, GDP in the UK grew by 0.2% compared with the previous quarter 
(Q1 2022), following growth of 0.7% in Q1. US GDP fell by 0.1% in Q2 2022. In 
the Eurozone, GDP growth was 0.8% in Q2 2022. Compared to the pre-
pandemic level, UK GDP in Q2 2022 was 0.2% lower. 

 

 

 

Forecasts 
On 11 October, the IMF 
published new forecasts 
for the world economy. 
The IMF downgraded 
2023 GDP growth 
forecasts for many 
countries, reflecting a 
“sharper-than-expected 
slowdown” due in part to 
high inflation. The IMF 
forecasts UK GDP growth 
of 3.6% for 2022, and 
0.3% for 2023 – that’s 
down from 0.5% at the 
time of its previous 
forecast (made in July). 

GDP growth
% change in real GDP updated 11 Oct

Q3 21 Q4 21 Q1 22 Q2 22 Q3 21 Q4 21 Q1 22 Q2 22
UK 1.8 1.6 0.7 0.2 8.5 8.9 10.9 4.4
Eurozone 2.2 0.5 0.7 0.8 3.7 4.6 5.4 4.1
USA 0.7 1.7 -0.4 -0.1 5.0 5.7 3.7 1.8
Japan -0.4 1.0 0.1 0.9 1.2 0.5 0.9 1.4
Germany 0.8 0.0 0.8 0.1 1.8 1.2 3.5 1.7
France 3.4 0.5 -0.2 0.5 3.6 5.0 4.7 4.2

G7 1.0 1.3 0.0 0.2 4.2 4.7 4.1 2.4
OECD 1.2 1.3 0.3 0.4 4.8 5.1 4.6 3.7
Source: OECDstat
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Headline GDP 
growth figures 
across countries 
are not 100% 
comparable during 
the pandemic. UK 
growth is relatively 
lower in 2020 – and 
higher in 2021 – 
due to differences 
in how output in 
the education and 
health sectors was 
calculated.  

Subject Specialist 
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Next updates 
OECD, OECDstat data 
on G7 growth rates 
 
IMF, World Economic 
Outlook update, 
Jan 2023 
 
OECD, Economic 
Outlook update,  
Dec 2022 
 

Real GDP growth forecasts
% change

2022 2023 2022 2023
UK 3.6 0.3 3.4 0.0
France 2.5 0.7 2.6 0.6
Germany 1.5 -0.3 1.2 -0.7

Eurozone 3.1 0.5 3.1 0.3
US 1.6 1.0 1.5 0.5
Japan 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.4

China 3.2 4.4 3.2 4.7
India* 6.8 6.1 6.9 5.7
Brazil 2.8 1.0 2.5 0.8

World 3.2 2.7 3.0 2.2
Note: *For fiscal years (April-March)
Sources:IMF World Econ Outlook Oct'22; OECD Econ Outlook Sep'22

IMF (Oct 2022) OECD (Sep 2022)
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“Thursday 20??” another joked.

“The Simpsons have done it 
before, predicting the future. 
Conspiracy theorists are already on 
the case and ready to prove that 
The Simpsons `predicted' it - and 
the same goes for the death of 
Queen Elizabeth II.

In a scene from episode four 
of season 15 called “The Regina 
Monologues,” Homer crashes 
into the monarch's carriage. A 
supposedly edited version of the 
scene now going viral on TikTok 
zooms in on a piece of paper that 
reads 8.9.2022 - the date of the 
monarch's death.

However, the Queen doesn't die in 
the episode.

Liz Truss officially became 
the shortest-serving prime 
minister after announcing 

her resignation on Thursday, 
October 20.

Less than 24 hours later, after 
claiming she was "a fighter, not a 
slacker," the Tory leader took the 
podium at 10 Downing Street to 
break the news of her short term 
as Prime Minister. I was.

Meanwhile, Twitter has jokingly 
accused The Simpsons after 
gaining a reputation for predicting 
worldly events.

The FOX TV show – which has a 
long history of allegedly predicting 

Did Simpsons predict the exact 
date of Truss’s resignation?

political and social events – could 
also have expected the resignation 
of British Prime Minister Elizabeth 
Truss on Thursday.

Truss – who has officially become 
Britain’s shortest prime minister 
– resigned from Britain’s top job 
after just 44 days, following former 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
difficult tenure from 2019 to 2022.

The internet's image is from a 
2005 episode featuring a wrapper 
wearing a gold “Thursday the 
20th” chain around its neck.

‘If only we had the exact date,’ 
said viral ‘Simpsons’ fan page @
Simpsons_tweets on Twitter.
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