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#breakthebias

“Imagine a gender equal 
world.

A world free of bias, 
stereotypes, and 
discrimination.

A world that is diverse, 
equitable, and inclusive.

A world where difference 
is valued and celebrated.

Together we can forge 
women's equality.

Collectively we can all 
#BreakTheBias.”

EDITORIAL TEAM

mail@britishherald.com

The campaign for the 
International Women’s 
Day 2022 #breakthebias 

is one that made our editorial 
team reimagine the world, while 
recognising the miles of progress 
we have been making so far. 

Predominantly run by women, 
the British Herald office is 
the very epitome of a gender 
equal workplace- one that is 
free of bias, stereotypes and 
discrimination; one that is 
diverse with people of all colours, 
shapes and sizes enjoying an 
equitable and inclusive working 
environment; a space where 
differences are valued and 
celebrated. 

Our team, regardless of gender, 
understands the role of our own 
thoughts and actions in breaking 
the bias within our communities, 
workplaces, schools, colleges 
and universities. The celebration 
of gender equality goes beyond 
just honouring women in the 
workplace on one day a year- 
it’s about shifting thinking, 
perspectives and narratives every 
single day, for as long as we shall 
live. 

We all crossed our arms in 
solidarity to the mission and are 
consciously making an effort 
to #breakthebias beyond just 
International Women’s Day 2022.

Will you play your part to #breakthebias?
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Volodymyr Zelenskyy

flickr.com/photospresident_of_ukraine

“People don't really believe in words. 
Or rather, people believe in words 
only for a stretch of time. Then they 
start to look for action.”
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S
ince the onset of 
Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, one man has 
been continuously 
making the headlines 

for all the right reasons. 

As his country succumbed to 
the attacks in the last two weeks, 
citizens of the world noticed the 
crumbling of his appearance but 
his spirit remained unfettered- 
delivering speeches, making 
an impact and resonating with 
people across the globe. He 
continues to fight amidst the 
assassination attempts, fear of 
nuclear attacks and pressures to 

leave the place he calls home, in 
an effort to protect the people 
who call him President. 

The People’s 
President 

Age is no indicator of how well a 
leader will perform in office and 
Zelenskyy is living proof of this. 

While most Presidents around 
the world are well past their 
fifties when they first get into 
office, Ukraine’s current President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is in his 
mid-forties.

In two weeks, he has aged 
considerably and this is apparent 
at first glance- sporting a stubble 
on his usually clean-shaved 
face, with deep circles under 
his eyes and donning a military 
green t-shirt. There’s a sense 
of tiredness and sadness in his 
eyes-  and this coexists alongside 
an essence of an imperishable 
fighter. 

Some say that it is his innate 
ability to leverage social media 
and contemporary media to 
capture attention and make his 
way into their hearts that will 
overcome war in this day and 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
A Contemporary Hero

flickr.com/photosundpukraine

"We all are people of this world. 
We should be together, we should 
be strong, and show solidarity."
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age. When the war is against 
a nuclear force, social media 
is an additional tool in his 
armamentarium that one didn’t 
see coming. 

Zelenskyy is a people’s 
President- he wields the power 
of emotion to get his word 
across. The world can’t help but 
listen when he speaks- even if it’s 
a language we don’t understand, 
he ably communicates the dire 
situation that his people are 
forced into. His ‘selfie’ videos 
shot from his iPhone as he 
braves the conditions and makes 
his way across the streets of 
Ukraine are the ultimate act 
of defiance and bravery in this 
modern day and age. 

People are watching and people 
are supporting. The world is 
witnessing the first Public 
Relations War of this magnitude 
between two nations. Single 
handedly, using no more than 
his mobile phone, Zelenskyy has 
shifted the opinions towards his 
country’s favour against a global 
superpower, in condemning a 
nuclear war that could bring 
nothing but harm. 

From Performer to 
Politician 

Zelenskyy is not new to having 
the world’s eyes on him, owing 
to his early career as a performer. 
However, his current profession 

warrants a certain elevated 
degree of attention, especially 
since Russia waged war on 
Ukraine.

The lines between fact and 
fiction seem to blur here- one 
of Zelenskyy’s most well-known 
TV appearances was in a lead 
role in a Ukrainian show called 
‘Servant of the People’ where 
he’s an ordinary teacher who 
becomes the President of 
Ukraine. A few years down the 
line, Volodymyr Zelenskyy went 
on to represent a new party 
created using the same name as 
the show and eventually won the 
Presidential election, entering 
office on the 21st of April 2019. 
“I am not a politician. I am just 

COVER STORYCOVER STORY

“The president 
can't change 
the country on 
his own. But 
what can he 
do? He can give 
an example.”

flickr.com/photospresident_of_ukraine
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a simple person who has come 
to break down this system,” 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has been quoted saying earlier. 
“My election only proves that 
the citizens are tired of the 
experienced politicians who 
over the past 28 years created 
a country of opportunities - 
opportunities to steal, bribe and 
loot.”

“In my previous profession, when 
I was a producer, scriptwriter and 
actor, I wanted to get an Oscar, 
I wanted to be popular in the 
U.S.A.” His priorities soon shifted 
as he stepped into office with his 
current focus being on saving his 
country. Zelenskyy is doing this 
by appealing to the leaders of 
nations around the world and to 
the audiences who are watching. 

It is well-known that he is 
far from perfect himself, but 
his actions in the last couple 
of weeks have won him the 
attention, respect and love of a 
global audience. 

Leading with Love 

“The president can't change 
the country on his own. But 
what can he do? He can give an 
example,” Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has been quoted saying. 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s resolve 
in the two weeks since the 
conflict commenced has been a 
reflection of this thought process. 

He has been quoted saying, 
“People don't really believe in 
words. Or rather, people believe 
in words only for a stretch of 
time. Then they start to look for 
action.” There have been several 
noteworthy instances where 

COVER STORY

An urgent plea for immediate action from President 
Zelenskyy to the world, as shared with Global Citizen: 

“You all know what terrorism is, taking hostages, blasting 
airplanes. But now you see something even more horrible. 
It is not individual, not a one-man terror, not some 
marginal terrorist organization. You see the state, the 
terrorist state. The state which planned to destroy cities 
of Ukraine with cruise missiles, aerobombs, artillery. The 
state which allows itself to strike nuclear power plants 
with tanks. No other terrorist has done that before. The 
world should react decisively and most importantly, fast.

The world has to stop the government of Russia, stop 
Russia. Has to stop shelling, everyday bombing. If western 
politicians are scared, we are saying, let us do it. Give us, 
the Ukrainians, war planes and fighter jets, which we can 
use to protect ourselves, our children. Give Ukraine anti-
missile defence to guarantee that no one will blast nuclear 
power plants and Ukraine, and all of Europe won’t be 
destroyed.”

He goes on to describe the extent of the damage done 
across Ukraine, never hoping such a dire fate onto any 
other nation. Zelenskyy stresses on the important role 
that regular people play, even more than politicians as 
politicians follow people. He urges people to speak up in 
support of Ukraine. 

He ends his plea by saying, “Together, we should choose 
life- and we should do it now.”

flickr.com/photospresident_of_ukraine
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President Zelenskyy’s actions 
spoke even louder than his 
words. 

Russian state media claimed that 
the President fled the country, 
but in an act of resistance and 
resilience, Zelenskyy defiantly 
posted a video with four others 
and a message saying, “We are 
all here. Our soldiers are here. The 
citizens of our country are here. 
We are all here protecting our 
independence, our country. And 
it will continue to be this way.” 

The President braces for the 
worst as he hopes for a change 
in the country’s fate. “We will not 
lay down our weapons. We will 

defend our state, our weapon is 
our truth,” he says a day after a 
large-scale attack on his country.

His most lauded statement, 
however, was when the US 
offered Zelenskyy an evacuation 
to which he responded saying, “I 
need ammunition, not a ride.” 

Another instance where he won 
hearts was when he reduced a 
Ukrainian translator during his 
EU speech, which went on to 
receive a standing ovation from 
all those present. He said, “We’re 
fighting just for our land and 
our freedom. Nobody is going 
to break us. We’re strong. We’re 
Ukrainians.” 

“I am not a politician. 
I am just a simple 

person who has come 
to break down this 

system.”

COVER STORY

flickr.com/photospresident_of_ukraine

flickr.com/photosundpukraine
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"It's murder, deliberate 
murder. We will not 
forgive, we will not 

forget, we will punish 
everyone who committed 

atrocities in this war 
on our land. There will 

be no quiet place on 
this Earth except the 

grave,” Zelenskyy said 
in response to Russia’s 

planned attacks to come.

Ever since the start of the Russian attack on Ukraine, 
Zelenskyy has been appealing to the EU for a 
rapid admission into the organization, in a hope to 
change Ukraine’s dismal fortune. Zelenskyy tweeted 
on the Ukraine’s membership in the EU saying, 
“It is a crucial moment to close the long-standing 
discussion once & for all & decide on Ukraine’s 
membership in the #EU.”

Closing the Ukrainian Skies 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy says, “Ukraine should have a 
right to defend itself. Protect our own life with your 
help. Close the Ukrainian sky. Or help us close it 
by ourselves with your warplanes which you have 
but keep on the ground. For us your help will be a 
survival, a salvation in the sky. So that life remains on 
our ground.”

COVER STORY

flickr.com/photosundpukraine
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President Zelenskyy has 
appealed to NATO to set up a 
no-fly zone over Ukraine and 
NATO’S failure to do so, so 
far, is being deemed a sign of 
weakness. NATO is concerned 
that such a move could set the 
ball rolling to a much wider war 
that will involve all of Europe. In 
the meantime, the President is 
also requesting countries around 
the world for assistance with 
planes and drones to safeguard 
themselves from the attacks. 

UK with Ukraine

People across the UK have 
contributed over £100m towards 
supporting Ukrainian refugees 
fleeing their country in response 
to the Disasters Emergency 

Committee (DEC)’s appeal for 
donations. 

UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson shall be convening 
with international leaders 

soon and may recommend 
removing Russia from the SWIFT 
payment system. He also said 
that over 200,000 Ukranians 
will be allowed to join their 
families in the UK. The UK is 

“It's a victory when the weapons 
fall silent and people speak up.”

COVER STORY

flickr.com/photospresident_of_ukraine

flickr.com/photosundpukraine
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“We’re fighting 
just for our 

land and our 
freedom. Nobody 

is going to 
break us. We’re 

strong. We’re 
Ukrainians.”

making an effort to lend its support to Ukraine 
by opening up its borders to those fleeing the 
country seeking refuge. Though the UK has 
faced controversy regarding the numbers of visas 
granted so far, Foreign Office minister James 
Cleverly has made it evident that the process 
has just begun and the support shall continue to 

speed up to offer refuge to many more Ukrainians 
to the UK as well as neighbouring countries. 

From the 20th of February 2022, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has become a contemporary hero- and 
no matter the outcome of this ongoing conflict, 
this tag shall forever reign.

COVER STORY

flickr.com/photosministryofdefenceua
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14 MAR-APR 2022 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

A little over two 
weeks since the 
commencement 
of the Russian 
invasion on 

Ukraine, the world is wondering 
what the outcome of it all 
will be. Ukraine- a seemingly 
little country in comparison to 
superpower Russia- has put up a 
fight and resistance greater than 
the gigantic size of its nemesis. 

So far, Ukraine has survived- at 
the cost of 474 civilian lives, 
2 million people fleeing the 
country and a steadfast leader 
surviving it all despite threats 
and assassination attempts. How 
will the war end- is there a light 
at the end of this tunnel? Or is 
the Ukrainian country forever 
forsaken? 

What does Russia 
want? 

The first invasion from Russia 
on Ukrainian airports and 
military headquarters followed 
a declaration from Putin about 
how Russia felt ‘constantly 
threatened’ by modern Ukraine. 
All of these happen under 
the label of ‘special military 
operation’ and Putin refuses to 
acknowledge that the events 
that he has set into motion in 
fact constitute a war. 

Behind the veil of what Putin is 
telling the world lies the facts on 
what Russia truly wants. Is it a 
response to Ukraine’s intention 
to join the European Union 
(EU) or North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO)? From the 
events that have transpired so 

far, it seems as though Russia 
is attempting to overthrow 
Ukrainian democracy and take 
control of their geographical 
neighbour. 

At this juncture, it must be 
clarified that what the Russian 
people want is different from 
what Putin and the Kremlin 
want. There has been an uproar 
from Russians all over the world 
expressing their disdain towards 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine and 
disapproval towards the rising 
civilian casualties. 

What does Ukraine 
want? 

Before the start of the 
conflict, Ukraine tried to gain 
membership into NATO in order 

In the Wake of the Russia-Ukraine War..

flickr.com/photosundpukraine

WORLD



MAR-APR 2022facebook.com/britishherald 15

BRITISH HERALD

to enhance its military backing, 
which may have been beneficial 
in keeping Russian forces at bay. 
However, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has now, a couple of 
weeks into the Russian invasions, 
stopped pursuing admission 
into the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization seeing that the 
organization was not intent on 
accepting Ukraine. 

Amidst the emerging conflict 
and rising death tolls, Zelenskyy 
has been requesting the leaders 
of the West for the declaration 
of a no-fly zone. However, this 

has been met with a lot of 
resistance in fear of escalation of 
the situation. As an alternative, 
Ukraine has requested 
warplanes to protect themselves. 

Through it all, the Ukrainian 
people have been clear on one 
thing- they do not want to be a 
part of Russia.

How could it 
possibly end?

There’s one of two options on 
how Russia would choose to 

proceed that could potentially 
end the war- they retreat or 
they augment their attack with 
escalated force. The former 
seems unlikely and the latter 
may lead to the eventual 
destruction of Ukrainian 
democracy as it has come to 
become. 

Achieving a middle ground in 
favour of Ukraine and Russia 
may be remotely possible- and 
how things eventually play out, 
only time can tell..

flickr.com/photosundpukraine

WORLD
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I
taly’s Radiodervish and 
the Arab Orchestra 
of Nazareth crossed 
continents and borders 
at Dubai Millennium 

Amphitheatre at Expo 2020 Dubai 
on 18th November, combining 
dreamy Arab melodies with 
western music, and captivating an 
audience from around the globe.

The concert, coinciding with Expo 
2020’s Tolerance & Inclusivity 

Week, was kicked off by the 
Arab Orchestra of Nazareth 
playing Baeed Annak (Far from 
You), a song by Egyptian legend 
Umm Kulthum, accompanied 
by Radiodervish’s Italian singer 
of Palestinian origin Nabil 
Salameh. The orchestra’s stringed 
instruments combined with the 
Italian band’s guitars and drums, 
captivating an audience from 
around the globe.

Catering to the tastes of a diverse 
audience, Salameh sang in 
various Arabic dialects, including 
Levantine, Egyptian and Iraqi, in 
addition to Italian and Spanish. 
The concert also included solo 
performances by both halves 
of the collaboration. The Arab 
Orchestra of Nazareth’s set 
included music by legendary 
Lebanese singer Fairuz and 
Radiodervish, who were formed 
three decades ago and performed 

Italian Band Radiodervish and 
Arab Orchestra of Nazareth 

enthrall the audience

DUBAI EXPO
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their own songs in Italian.

Nabil Salameh said: “We carry the 
new face of multicultural Italy, 
and we are trying to convey it to 
the world, not only through our 
songs and well-known music, 
but also by playing in a duet with 
other bands, to blend different 
languages, cultures and colours of 
music, which can be considered 
a common language that unites 
the world together.”

He explained that although his 
band’s members are a mix of 
nationalities, they are united by a 
love of art and music, and convey 
a message calling for coexistence 
and communication with others.

Dr Nizar Radwan, Director, Arab 
Orchestra of Nazareth, said: 
“We don’t view our music as 
merely a combination of two 
different music styles, but rather 
a cooperation between different 

civilisations and cultures. The 
result is an artistic tableau whose 
evaluation is left to the audience. 
The success we’ve found has 
encouraged us to repeat the 
experience with the same band 
and others, in Italy and countries 
around Europe, during the last 15 
years.”

The orchestra was established 
in 1991 by Dr Radwan’s father, 
composer Suhail Radwan, to 
represent Palestine at home and 
abroad.

Describing the orchestra’s 
presence at Expo 2020, Dr 
Radwan said: “We felt we were 
at the centre of the whole world. 
This event is a great way for us to 
introduce ourselves to a diverse 
audience coming from across the 
planet. We were also fascinated 
by the thorough organisation, the 
numerous, diverse events, and the 
huge site.”

DUBAI EXPO



20 MAR-APR 2022 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

T
he heart of the 
Caribbean was 
brought to the UAE 
on 5th of March 
as the Dominican 

Republic celebrated its National 
Day at Expo 2020 Dubai.

To mark the occasion, which also 
commemorates the Caribbean 
nation’s independence from 
Haiti, the day’s festivities created 
a carnival atmosphere with a 
theatrical performance, including 
merengue and bachata dancing. 
Celebrations also included an 

array of traditional cuisine from 
some of the country’s top chefs, 
alongside entertainment courtesy 
of the region’s leading musical 
talents.

His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan 
Mabarak Al Nahayan, UAE Minister 
of Tolerance and Coexistence 
and Commissioner General of 
Expo 2020 Dubai, welcomed 
Her Excellency Raquel Peña de 
Antuña, Vice President of the 
Dominican Republic.

HE Sheikh Nahayan said: “Through 

Dominican Republic brought in the 
Heart of the Caribbean at Expo

its participation at Expo 2020 
Dubai, the Dominican Republic 
invites visitors to discover the 
unique attributes that make it the 
natural hub of the Americas, while 
also learning about its history, 
culture and significant offerings 
in the fields of innovation, tourism 
and more.

“We are proud of the relations we 
share, and of the partnerships 
we have already built in various 
fields, such as renewable energy, 
logistics and trade. We also hope 
to engage in collaborations 

DUBAI EXPO
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across new fields that will further 
strengthen our ties for the benefit 
and wellbeing of our people.”

HE de Antuña said: “Our 
participation in this World Expo 
symbolises our commitment 
to continue strengthening our 
relations with the UAE. We 
continue to give relevance to the 
strength of foreign investment for 
economic and social growth, and 
the government of the Dominican 
Republic continues to work to 
continue to improve the quality of 
life for all Dominicans."

“The only way we can move 
forward is through our union with 
other countries. COVID taught the 
importance of communication 
and collaboration, and we have 
the opportunity to come out 
stronger if we work together 

to face these challenges of the 
complex times we have today. We 
are confident that connection 
will continue to strengthen 
into win-win relations for both 
nations. We congratulate the 
UAE for achieving an event of this 
magnitude during the pandemic.”

The Dominican Republic Pavilion, 
located in the Mobility District, 
describes the island as ‘The land 
of joy, music, laughter and love’, 
with sandy white beaches and 
crystal clear seas. The pavilion 
features a variety of art in several 
shapes and forms, including 
bronze statues, oversized beaded 
installations, paintings and 
handmade jewellery.

Visitors can purchase souvenirs 
made from indigenous products, 
such as amber and larimar, 

as well as some of its world-
renowned gastronomy, with 
the range of products on offer 
including green coffee, cacao and 
sugar derivatives. Later on The 
Dominican Republic is holding 
a business briefing, showcasing 
its investment potential, at the 
Business Connect Centre.

National and Honour Days at 
Expo 2020 Dubai are moments 
to celebrate each our 200-plus 
International Participants, shining 
a light on their culture and 
achievements, and showcasing 
their pavilions and programming.

Running until 31 March, Expo 2020 
has invited visitors from across the 
planet to join the making of a new 
world in a six-month celebration 
of human creativity, innovation, 
progress and culture.

DUBAI EXPO
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C
hildren visiting Expo 
2020 Dubai were 
excited to come 
face to face with 
a menagerie of 

dinosaurs at Al Forsan Park on 5th 
of March.

They were able to meet and 
pet replicas of the magnificent 
prehistoric creatures – from 
adorable baby Tyrannosaurus 
rexes and Triceratops to the 
inquisitive Leaellynasaura 

The Menagerie of Dinosaurs entertain 
the young visitors at the Expo

DUBAI EXPO
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and terrifying carnivorous 
Fukuiraptors. As the dinosaurs 
walked across Al Forsan Park with 
a park ranger, people stopped to 
take pictures with the animals. 
The dinosaurs will also be 
available at the park for photo ops 
on 6 March from 1300 to 1600.

Al Forsan Park is inspired by the 
UAE’s rich tradition of breeding, 
riding and caring for horses. As 
visitors walk along the park’s 
interlaced network of paths, 

they will discover a plethora of 
opportunities for fun, culture and 
recreation.

Expo 2020 Dubai has a line-up 
of thrilling world-class events 
planned for people of all ages in 
the final month before closing 
its doors on 31 March, so “It’s Now 
or Never” to be part of the most 
significant global gathering of 
its kind since the start of the 
pandemic.
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S
ri Lankan singer, 
songwriter, rapper and 
multi-instrumentalist 
Yohani takes to the 
Dubai Millennium 

Amphitheatre at Expo 2020. 
The artist became an internet 
sensation with her “Manike 
Mage Hithe” song which was 
trending simultaneously in Sri 
Lanka, India, Maldives and UAE. 

The Srilankan Internet Sensation 
Yohani took the stage by Storm

She is accompanied on stage 
by Channa Upuli Performing 
Arts Foundation. Hailing from 
the capital of Colombo, Yohani 
is a genre-breaking force of 
nature who intermingles pop, 
R&B, hip-hop, and alternative 
with fiery, yet focused fluidity. In 
2016, she launched her YouTube 
account with a cover of Above 
& Beyond’s “Satellite / Stealing 

Time.” Armed with just a guitar 
and a microphone, her renditions 
of “Deviyange Bare” went viral 
and cracked 1 million views on 
YouTube. In between marathon 
gigs at pubs around the city, 
she attracted management and 
received an invite to perform at a 
Red Bull concert. Taking the stage 
by storm, she nailed her mash-up 
of various Sinhala pop hits in 2019. 
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R
iccie Oriach is a 27-year-old singer-
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and 
composer based in Santo Domingo. 
He emerges as a fresh tide of tropical 
rhythms that transits and expands 

the latin rock sounds and the fusion of music from 
the Caribbean. Joining him on the stage is musician, 

Music in the Garden ft. Riccie Oriach 
and Vicente García

singer and composer Vicente García, a former lead 
singer of the Dominican alternative rock band 
Calor Urbano, which he left in 2010 to pursue a 
solo career. Together, they light up Al Wasl Plaza 
with magnificent songs and performances in 
celebration of the Dominican Republic’s National 
Day at Expo 2020 Dubai.
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T
op performers from 
the Philippines took 
to the stage on 6th 
of March at Expo 
2020 Dubai for an 

evening of everything from pop-
punk to soul music and stand-up 
comedy in a sold-out, one-night 
show that delighted the crowd at 
the DEC Arena.

Five-member band Kamikazee 
brought the house down with 

A sold-out show for the Filipino 
Triple Treat performance

their all-time favourite hits, which 
had the audience dancing, during 
their first performance in Dubai 
since 2018.

At a backstage press conference 
before the show, Kamikazee 
vocalist Jay Contreras said: “We are 
so very happy. Our fellow Filipinos 
here in Dubai are really making 
it known to us how much they 
missed us.”

Comedian Pokwang, real name 
Marietta Subong O’Brian, had 
the audience laughing with her 
antics on her fourth appearance 
in Dubai, the last being in 2013. 
At the same media briefing, 
Pokwang said: “I am very, very 
happy to be invited to this big 
event.”

Pokwang, who used to work in 
Abu Dhabi as an overseas contract 
worker before she became a star, 
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with her melodies as she crooned 
love songs in her signature style. 
Jona, as she is more fondly called, 
said she is on top of the world 
performing at Expo 2020 Dubai.

Jona said of her performance: “As 
a Filipino artist, it’s an honour for 
me to be a small part of this very 
big event. I’m so overwhelmed 
with joy having to perform in 
Dubai – and, more so, here at the 
Expo 2020.”

added: “It makes me feel proud 
because, of course, I am the face of 
overseas Filipino workers. I know 
how Filipinos work hard abroad 
and we are all super-talented. 
Who knew that I’m going to be 
what I am today? So to my fellow 
Filipinos, dream. There’s nothing 
wrong with dreaming. But go for 
it, too.”

The multi-award-winning Jona, 
known as the “Soul Princess of 
the Philippines”, set a cosier tone 
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Folk and Electronic Music keeps the 
Croatian National Day alive

C
roatia celebrated its 
Expo 2020 Dubai 
National Day on 6th of 
March with a concert 
that blended unique 

folk and electronic music on the 
Jubilee Stage.

Lado Electro, a dazzling group 
of 10 female singers and two DJs 
who combine traditional Croatian 
folklore with electronic music, 
gave a vibrant performance.

Croatia’s National Day 
celebrations also included cultural 
performances and a business 
forum held by His Excellency 
Andrej Plenković, Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Croatia.
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The Italian-Egyptian singer wows 
with his Moroccan Music

I
talian-Egyptian singer-songwriter 
Mahmood charmed the audience with his 
powerful vocals and infectious pop at Expo 
2020 Dubai.

Opening with the brooding Dei, the 
talented artist went on to showcase his wide vocal 
range with his hip-hop-infused songs, including 
Remo, Inuyasha, Soldi, and Brividi, during the 

concert at the Dubai Millennium Amphitheatre 
(DMA). Describing his music as Moroccan pop, the 
winner of Italian Music Festival Sanremo 2022 also 
represented Italy at Eurovision Song Contest 2019 
with the song Soldi, where he finished in second 
place. Mahmood released his first single Fallin’ Rain 
in 2013 and released his debut album Gioventù 
bruciata in 2019, which reached number one in the 
Italian album chart.
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Neo-Romanticism born again with 
Virtuoso pianist Rein Rannap

E
stonian pianist and 
composer Rein 
Rennap performed 
an enchanting 
classical concert, 

accompanied by a soundtrack of 
pre-recorded electronic sounds 
set against a background of 
videos showcasing Estonia’s 
nature at Dubai Millennium 
Amphitheatre (DMA), Expo 

2020 Dubai. The joyful show 
introduced Rennap’s latest 
album, Ikka ja Alati (which 
translates to ‘Ever and Forever’), 
demonstrating his unique blend 
of classically-arranged piano 
compositions and pop music, 
which he refers to as Neo-
Romanticism. Jaanus Karlson’s 
accompanying electronic 
soundtrack and LEMO’s video 

added to the concert’s sense of 
otherworldliness. Rennap has 
been playing the piano since the 
age of three and has been giving 
public performances around 
the world since 1968. Before the 
concert, he revealed that he puts 
his whole heart into writing his 
compositions and puts all his 
emotions into his live shows.
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T
he award-winning 
celebrity sisters from 
the Philippines, 
Toni and Alex 
Gonzaga, went all 

out to entertain eager fans at 
Expo 2020 Dubai’s Jubilee Stage 
on Thursday, with their hit songs 
and characteristic wit, in their first 
international performance of the 
year.

Alex opened the show amid the 
lights from a sea of mobile phones 
as the audience recorded her 
performance.

Speaking in Tagalog, she jested 
with the crowd after her first song: 
“Hello everyone. That was tough. 
Did my voice falter? My sister will 

also be singing later. She is good 
at it… that is why I didn’t make my 
singing good.”

Toni said Dubai is among places 
they most wanted to see: “There 
are so many Filipinos here.”

Alex, a media personality, 
comedienne, singer and actress, 

Toni and Alex Gonzaga entertains 
their fans at Expo 2020

is popular around the globe for 
her self-titled YouTube channel 
that has more than 12 million 
subscribers.

Multi-media star Toni, also an 
actress, as well as producer 
and vlogger, has seven million 
Instagram followers and five 
million YouTube subscribers.
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Silvia Macrea, received a standing 
ovation. With more than 1,000 
members and collaborators, 
Cindrelul-Junii Sibiului is 
Romania’s oldest folk dance 
group, boasting a history that 
stretches back 75 years and over 
45,000 performances, with about 
200 national and international 
awards to their name.

Romania's Cindrelul-Junii Sibiului 
receives standing ovation

V
isitors from around 
the world were 
introduced to 
the traditional 
culture of Sibiu, 

a city in Transylvania, and 
customs from across Romania 
as award-winning Romanian 
ensemble Cindrelul-Junii 
Sibiului showcased a dynamic 
performance of folk music, 

song and dance at Expo 2020 
Dubai. Wearing traditional 
costumes, the dancers showed 
off their dextrous footwork, often 
accompanied by joyful singing, 
and musicians performed 
masterpieces of symphonic 
music, such as Romanian 
Rhapsody by George Enescu. 
The show, choreographed by 
Cindrelul-Junii Sibiului’s manager 
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Japan, with the world premiere of 
Android Opera

E
xpo 2020 visitors 
were entranced at 
the Dubai Expo 2020 
during a concert 
reminiscent of a 

science fiction film, in which an 
android sang, accompanied by 
the UAE’s National Symphony 
Orchestra and chanting Buddhist 
monks.

The jaw-dropping, otherworldly 
experience had the audience 
transfixed as Alter 3 performed 

in and conducted the opera, 
‘MIRROR’ waving its ‘arms’ and 
moving its ‘head’ in an uncanny 
humanoid fashion. Alter 3 used 
artificial intelligence (AI) to write 
the lyrics to the songs. “Music 
is a mirror. It is a reflection of 
yourselves,” it told the audience.

The android thanked everyone 
for coming, following its opening 
song called ‘Scary Beauty’. “I am 
happy to be here at Expo 2020,” 
Alter 3 said. It also conducted 

and sang ‘Decay of Angels’ and 
‘Midnight Swan’, both of which 
were AI-generated. It ended the 
show by telling the audience, “I 
love you”.

The show received its world 
premiere on the Jubilee Stage 
courtesy of the Japan Pavilion, 
providing a futuristic fusion 
of the arts and science under 
the direction of internationally-
acclaimed Japanese composer 
and musician Keiichiro Shibuya, in 
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a reflection of Expo 2020 Dubai’s 
theme, ‘Connecting Minds, 
Creating the Future’.

Speaking ahead of the show, the 
composer said: “I like the contrast 
of culture and music – the very 
old things and very new things… 
It was an experiment for me but I 
was surprised – [the AI and monks] 
were a good combination.”

He added: “The special thing 
about the android is he can sing 
himself, so in the concert, he hears 
the monk singers and orchestra 
[and] generates his melody in real-
time, with the lyrics done by AI.”

The maestro is now working on 
an all-android opera for the 2025 
World Expo in the Japanese city of 
Osaka.
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B
razilian music is 
characterized by its 
combination of different 

music styles, influenced by 
African, American and European 
music. It is also distinguished by 
its mixture of music, dance, and 
colourful costumes, and many of 
the elements of the show were 
designed especially for Expo 2020 
Dubai. These events includes a 
variety of performances, such 
as Samba, Carnaval, Siriá, Siriri, 
Pajé, Carimbó, Vanerão, Maracatu 
and Quadrilha, all showcasd on a 
platform installed above the Water 
Plaza on the ground floor of the 
Brazil Pavilion.

R
eimagining Jalsat as a 
vibrant Khaleeji-led jam 
session, the Jalsat Nights 

will give visitors an exciting 
introduction to Arabic tradition as 
they showcase a lively formation of 
25 local musicians who are joined 
by special guest artists from other 
cultures.
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V
ietnamese meritorious 
artist Le Giang had 
performed the Dan bau 

(monochord), a Vietnamese 
traditional musical instrument, 
along with a Middle Eastern 
famous traditional band at the 
Expo 2020 Dubai.

I
n celebration of Cabo Verde's 
National Day at Expo 2020 
Dubai, take in a special 

performance of music and dance in 
Al Wasl Plaza's gardens.
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J
amaica is home to 
the Global Tourism 
Resilience and 
Crisis Management 
Centre. Hon. Edmund 

Bartlett is the Minister of Tourism 
of Jamaica who tells the British 
Herald team about the launch 
of the first ever Global Tourism 
Resilience Day and Jamaica’s 
representation at Dubai EXPO 
2020. 

Launch of Global 
Tourism Resilience 
Day 

The 17th of February 2022 
marked the launch of the first 
ever Global Tourism Resilience 
Day with a forum discussing 
investment, resilience and 
sustainability. The strong panel 
saw participation and discussion 
from several leaders- with a lot of 
representation from women, in 
particular. 

Hon. Edmund Bartlett is the 
Founder and Co-Chair of the 

Global Tourism Resilience and 
Crisis Management Centre, 
an institutional framework to 
combine academic as well as 
economic efforts focusing on 
tourism responses. The need 
to find a formula to empower 
nations and its people was 
identified- to recognise 
disruptions before it happens, 
mitigate and manage them to 
encourage a quick recovery. 

They started off with the 
Jamaican centre and have now 
extended to Kenya. Soon, there 
is expansion expected soon 
with centres in Amman, Riyadh, 
Nigeria, Botswana, Barbados 
and Canada, with possibility of 
centres in Greece and Spain as 
well. 

Jamaica at Dubai 
EXPO 2020

Engagements were conducted at 
Dubai EXPO 2020 with Jamaican 
tourism and trade partners, the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
giants in the industry. There were 
also several MoUs signed at the 
mega event.

Jamaica Day at EXPO 2020 
was celebrated on the 18th of 
February 2022 featuring a lot of 
strong discussions on investment 
as well as entertainment shows 
which embrace Jamaican 
culture. Hon. Edmund Bartlett’s 
visit to the UAE had multi-fold 
objectives- the key objective 
being to get airlinks between 
Jamaica and the UAE.  

Global Tourism Resilience and 
Crisis Management Centre

From Jamaica to the World
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was prepared with a task force 
immediately after COVID-19 was 
declared a pandemic. Jamaica 
became the 3rd country in the 
world to receive the safe travel 
seal of approval from the WTTC. 
Borders to Jamaica were opened 
by June 2020- and they haven’t 
shut since.

Jamaica’s Recovery from the 
Pandemic, thanks to the Global 
Tourism Resilience and Crisis 
Management Centre

Hon. Edmund Bartlett says that 
Jamaica is a Safe, Secure and 
Seamless Destination. Jamaica 
has been seeing a strong 
recovery from the dire impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
A year and a half since the 
pandemic reared its head, 
Jamaica has come back to 70% 
of its 2019 numbers. It was an 
intended move to maintain a 
balance between the health 
and wellbeing of the country 
alongside achieving their 
economic targets- a reason for 
the steady growth curve. 

Tourism, in general, is a highly 
vulnerable industry to exogenous 

shocks 
and global 
disruptions. 
At the same 
time, there is 
a recognition 
that tourism is a 
highly resilient 
industry which 
has the ability 
to bounce back 
soon- prepared 
for a quick 
recovery. For this 
reason, Jamaica 
sought to prepare to remain 
resilient in the face of crisis. 
Jamaica put together a crisis 
management team called the 
Global Tourism Resilience and 
Crisis Management Centre, a lot 
before the pandemic. 

Owing to these efforts, Jamaica 
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Ambassador Mary Mubi, the 
Commissioner General of 
Zimbabwe at Dubai EXPO 2020 
extends an invitation to visitors 
and investors to the Zimbabwe 
Pavillion.

of the other factors that add to 
the country’s irresistible appeal.  

Praise for the UAE 
Government and 
EXPO 2020 

Being on the brink of economic 
growth, Zimbabwe is at a 
juncture where they are ready to 
be represented at Dubai EXPO 
2020. The platform provided by 
the UAE government and EXPO 
2020, despite the world going 
into lockdowns, has united the 
global community owing to the 
common challenges. 

Mary Mubi commends the UAE 

government and the organisers 
for putting up such a grand 
showcase, despite the obstacles. 
Her scepticism on achieving 
the desired numbers were soon 
replaced with surprise: the EXPO 
2020 crossed the 10 million mark 
in terms of footfall, not too long 
ago!

The engagement of new ideas 
and perspectives and global 
collaboration has made the EXPO 
2020 a grand success, in her eyes. 
Ambassador Mubi’s elevator 
pitch for those considering a visit 
to the EXPO is, “In a nutshell, 
visiting 192 countries. Perhaps, 
one of the most efficient ways of 
visiting countries!”

Zimbabwe - The Land of Great 
Opportunities

Zimbabwe’s 
Biggest Strengths
Zimbabwe, a landlocked country 
which is at the geographical and 
metaphorical heart of Southern 
Africa. Ambassador Mubi 
characterises Zimbabwe as a land 
of a million smiles- owing to the 
youthful hardworking population 
that makes up this country 
at the brink of exponential 
development. She earnestly 
reinforces that the people are the 
country’s biggest strength. 

Additionally, Zimbabwe’s rich 
biodiversity, thriving ecosystem, 
adventurous sightseeing spots, 
vibrant culture and pleasant 
weather year round are just a few 
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request. The enquiry will then 
be forwarded to the concerned 
authorities to proceed further. 

An Eye Out 
towards the Future 

“One of the biggest 
achievements was getting 
people to see us in a somewhat 
different light,” Mubi says of what 
has been the highlight of the 
EXPO experience. She believes 
that Zimbabwe’s development, 
moving forward, will be largely 
dependent on sharing ideas and 
connecting with others.

Zimbabwe Pavilion
The Zimbabwe pavilion provides 
a unique experience. The pavilion 
itself was designed by young 
students. All the exhibitions in 
the pavilion are geared towards 
appealing to one’s five senses. 
With spectacular sights to 
behold, local dances, the notes of 
the traditional music blending in 
with the sounds of the Big Five, a 
visit to Zimbabwe at EXPO 2020 
is warranted. 

Zimbabwe is a land of great 
opportunity being a country that 
envisions growth. Vision 2030 for 
Zimbabwe’s growth is in motion 

with opportunities for interested 
investors, across sectors. With 
universities and tertiary centres 
training Zimbabwe’s young 
people, the country’s resilient and 
hardworking human resources 
are ready for impending growth. 
“While some may see these 
as challenges, we see them as 
opportunities to come and help 
us. So, yes. We are a land of great 
opportunity,” Ambassador Mary 
Mubi says.

For investment enquiries, visit 
the www.zimbabwepavilion.com 
website and feel free to send 
them an email with details of your 
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Austria Makes 
Sense! 

Located in the Opportunity 
district at Dubai EXPO 2020, 
is the beautiful Austrian 
pavilion that is a true treat 
to all of one’s senses. Philipp 
Schramel, the Austrian 
Pavilion Director at Dubai 
EXPO 2020 tells us all about 
this beautiful country and its 
representation at this mega 
international event. 

Austria Makes 
Sense - a twofold 
caption

The first definition of the phrase 
is related to how Austria is going 
about doing things in the UAE 
in a manner that is energy-
saving, creating opportunities for 
sustainability. 

It also happens to be the perfect 
caption for a pavilion that proves 
to tickle all of one’s senses with 
the wonders of Austria. There are 
five different stations to activate 
the different senses.

Schramel takes us through a 
walkthrough of the Austrian 
pavilion at Dubai EXPO 2022 
where visitors can dive into the 
experience, even before they 
actually enter! In the queuing 
area, there are five Austrian 
snow globes (an invention from 
the country) narrating the tale 

of the nation. Those interested 
can also scan a QR code to see 
what to expect once they enter. 
On walking in, it’s a free-flow 
concept allowing visitors to 
spend as much time as they’d 
like in the pavilion. 

On walking in, three different 
cones connect Austria and 
the host country UAE, sewing 
together the threads of 
similarities- in terms of size, 
population and a common 
love for coffee, being some of 
them. Next, there are displays 
presenting Austria and its 
strengths- music, tourism and 
art. 

There’s a sand table with a 
magnetic ball drawing different 
patterns. Smell Austria at 
the station with stone pine 
wood- relieve the stress of 
EXPO- take off your shoes and 
rejuvenate. The wood is known 

Austria Makes Sense
A conversation with Philipp Schramel, Pavilion Director
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for its therapeutic effect used 
for relaxation. Visitors can make 
music together on walking 
into the pavilion- in an effort to 
channelise the EXPO mantra of 
connecting minds. Users are also 
invited to see their heartbeat 
in a totally different way at the 
Austria Pavilion too! All of this 
is sure to work up an appetite- 
treat yourself to Austrian food 
and coffee before you leave. The 
highlight is that the Austrian 
pavilion has absolutely no 
screens- even though it is very 
technologically forward. 

Sustainable 
Architecture for a 
Sustainable Future 

With 38 conical wind towers, this 
sustainable building is heavily 
inspired by local, traditional 
architecture. It is coupled with 
Austria’s strength of climate 
technology to save approximately 
70% energy when compared to a 
regular pavilion. Most areas of the 
pavilion do not have (or require) 
air-conditioning! Temperatures 
within can be reduced by upto 
10° by just harnessing the power 

of the wind. The structure can 
easily be reused- to promote 
further sustainability. 

Austria is a nation that believes 
strongly in sustainability and 
the architecture of the said 
pavilion at EXPO 2020 is just a 
reflection of the same. In terms of 
appearance, the pavilion may not 
remind a visitor of conventionally 
Austrian architecture however, 
the environmentally sustainable 
principles behind it echo the 
country’s strengths.

DUBAI EXPO



46 MAR-APR 2022 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

H
onduras is 
a fabulous 
country that is 
rich in natural 
resources and 

home to wonderful people. 
Its geographically strategic 
location at the centre of the 
two Americas, sharing links 
between the North and the 
South. 

Honduras: 
Now Enabling 
Investments 

The country is at a stage 
to enable investments, 
especially from healthcare 

and education sectors, alongside 
infrastructure, water, energy and 
digital growth. Elena Andonie 
invites people from these sectors 
to come in and capacitate the 
Honduran population to come up 
to par with the developed nations 
of the world. 

Honduras is best known for its 
coffee plantations which is a 
thriving industry in the country. 
Manufacturing, agricultural, 
seafood and textile industries 
follow closely behind- with 
the country’s young and 
hardworking bilingual population 
playing an instrumental role in 
raising the bar. 

A Journey through 
Heritage and 
Opportunities

This rightly coined caption for the 
Honduras pavilion at Dubai EXPO 
2020 encapsulates the essence of 
the country in just a few words. 
Honduras has a vibrant heritage 
and cultural background; and 
today, the country is open for 
business and seeking investment 
and business from people all 
around the globe. “We will be 
there for you- we will greet you 
and receive you with open arms,” 
Elena Andonie says to everyone 
who is contemplating a visit to 
the Honduras pavilion at Dubai 
EXPO 2020. 

Why Honduras for Business & 
Investment?

A call-to-action from Elena Andonie, Honduras’ Pavilion Director at EXPO 2020 
because Honduras is now open! 
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Andonie urges everyone to 
visit her colourful country and 
if you do make a visit, Capan 
Ruinas, an archeological site 
for Mayan ruins, is a must-see 
attraction. There are also a lot of 
Caribbean islands- they’re mostly 
untouched retaining their natural 
charm, having a magnetic pull for 
those people looking something 
simple- for an escape from their 
busy schedules. 

When in Honduras, one mustn’t 
miss the soup- namely sopa 
marinera, a delicious seafood 
soup cooked in coconut milk. 
She also speaks of plato tipico of 

Honduras- served on traditional 
plates which are aesthetically 
pleasing to see as delectable as 
they are to eat. 

Come, invest in 
Honduras' future. 

“We expect people to recognise 
our country, our investment 
opportunities,” Andonie says of 
their expectations of being at 
Dubai EXPO 2020. She adds by 
saying, “We offer opportunities 
and guarantees to foreign 
investors for the success of their 
operations in the country.”

Sustainable and promising 
projects will be well-received 
and welcome into this country, 
rich in natural resources, with 
open arms to take Honduras 
forward to the future. Every little 
opportunity helps the investor 
as well as Honduras take a step 
further. 

Why Honduras? 

Because we are a blank page 
waiting for you to author our 
story through investment and 
business opportunities.
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T
he term 
‘sustainability’ 
is a complex 
subject in 
which the food 

production system and our 
eating habits play critical 
roles. In the fast-moving world 
that we live in, achieving a 
healthy and sustainable future 
is a challenge that will require 
worldwide cooperation. 

Paul Newnham, the director 
of SDG2 Advocacy hub and 
facilitator of ‘The Chefs 
Manifesto’ is on a mission to 
provide ‘good food for all’. 

SDG2 Advocacy 
Hub 

Newnham advocates 
inspirational goals for 

sustenance and a ‘zero-hunger’ 
future for the world. Newnham 
leads and coordinates the 
advocacy centre for Sustainable 
Development Goals 2 (SDG2) that 
were assigned to all countries 
in the world, placing focus on 
issues like global hunger, food 
security, education, economic 
development, agriculture and so 
on. 

This revolutionary pact was 
designed to set targets and plan 
for transformational changes 
to tackle global challenges. 
Moreover, SDG2 brings together 
the UN, several business 
sectors and civil societies to 
communicate, connect and 
catalyse action around these 
goals.

Chef’s Manifesto

The Chef’s Manifesto is a chef-led 
community that brings together 
thousands of chefs from around 
the world to channel their 
thoughts on a more sustainable 
food system. It equips these 
professionals with a framework 
related to sustainable goals. 
It also helps them to educate 
people on the influence that 
certain ingredients have on the 

Restoring the World through Food
GOOD FOOD FOR ALL
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oceans, the climate and human 
health.

Food & the Planet

“As humans, we all have a 
part to play in achieving these 
targets and it brings the entire 
globe together in aiming 
for sustainability through 
movements and opportunities. 
This, in turn, will create a world 
with enough food for everyone,” 
says Newnham. 

Paul Newnham says, “Food is 
really important. It has a massive 
impact on human health as well 
as planetary health.”

Ending world 
hunger, providing 
adequate 
nutrition, 
enhancing small-
scale farming 
output, research, 
development 
and addressing 

climate change are just a few 
of the challenging sub-goals 
of SDG2. It demonstrates that 
developing sustainability requires 
solving all aspects, not just one 
pressing issue. 

“Giving someone the right food 
is not about the diet, it is about 
understanding human health, ” 
quotes Newnham. Food excites 
and puts a smile on Newnham’s 
face. Being intrigued with what 
you eat, overseeing inequalities 
in food provisions, tackling food 
wastage and patronising a few 
superfoods that were once 
considered ‘cheap’ is a good start 
to getting on a sustainable food 
journey, Newnham says. 

Newnham’s advice 
to the world

He doesn’t believe in 
demonising any particular 
food item- Newnham believes 
in approaching sustainability 
from where you stand in your 
journey. The journey towards 
sustainability starts with being 
responsible citizens who can 
make the right food choices, 
educate fellow citizens and tell 
stories about food! Most of all, 
Newnham urges everyone to 
include diversity in your diets. 

The quality of what goes into 
your plate is better when the 
food system is equally good 

for everyone 
around you. For 
what it’s worth, 
food is central 
to who we are. 
We just need 
to protect and 
value what goes 
onto our plates!

GOOD FOOD FOR ALL
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How it all began

Taking a trip back to the end 
of the 19th century, the grape 
market was one free of rules- 
the law of supply and demand 
imposed itself harshly on the 
winemakers. Merchants imposed 
their conditions on the purchase 
of grapes which led the way 
to some fraudsters taking 
advantage of the demand to 
commercialise. This was done 
under the name of "Champagne" 
sparkling wines made from 
wines outside the region. 

Following these frauds, the 
first local unions of professional 
defence were created. In 1919, the 
Federation of the Syndicates of 
Champagne became the General 
Syndicate of  Champagne 
Winegrowers.  

Cheers to Champagne!
Raise a glass for the General Syndicate of Champagne Winegrowers!

Today, in 2022, the General 
Syndicate of Champagne 
Winegrowers is the body 
behind 16,169 Champagne 
winegrowers, 3,752 RM-RC and 
128 cooperatives- 41 of which 
commercialise. 

Guiding Principles 

The greatest organisational 
achievement for SGV to date is 
the inter-professional balance 
and the sharing of added value. 
It has proven to be a win-win 
relationship between marketers 
and the producers of raw 
materials. The sector knows how 
to organise itself and to organise 
itself collectively. 

The SGV runs on four guiding 
principles: Defend, Support, 

Represent and Promote. 

Defend

• The SGV is responsible for the 
durability of the Champagne 
appellation- the Organization 
of Defence and Management 
(ODG in French). 

• Through this role, it 
intervenes directly in the 
reforms and the adaptation 
of the rules which govern 
the Champagne appellation 
by participating in the work 
of the National Institute of 
Origin and Quality (INAO). 

• It contributes actively to 
the management of the 
Champagne economy in 
order to ensure the best 
outlets for the harvests of the 

TECHCHAMPAGNE

Maxime Toubart 
Président 
Vallée de la Marne – Le Breuil
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wine growers. In addition, 
it defends the general 
interests of the profession 
and the specific interests 
of growers (on matters of 
taxation, rural law, labour 
law, regulations and the like) 
alongside intervening directly 
with public authorities and 
Members of Parliaments. 

Support

• SGV develops skills that are 
a reference in the regulatory, 
legal, social, tax, accounting, 
economic and commercial 
fields. 

• La Champagne Viticole, 
the SGV's monthly 
magazine, deals with all the 
interesting subjects within 
the profession. SGV also 
organises numerous training 
sessions for its  members.  

Represent

• Representation is carried out 
thanks to a democratic and 
transparent organisation  
whose base is constituted by 
a network of local sections, 
the working sessions of 
the 244 local sections, the 
multiple meetings in the 
field such as the Regional 
Assemblies and the General 
Assembly of the SGV are 
places of exchange (claims, 
expectations, information 
and instructions). 

• The elected professionals 
represent the vineyard to 
the public authorities and 
administrations. Since 2008, 
the SGV has been recognized 
as ODG.

Promote 

• Since 2001, when the 
Champagne De Vignerons 
banner was created, it 
has been promoting 
champagnes and their 
differences. 

• During the last three years, 
SGV Champagne has made 
a shift in its communication- 
the aim is to remind 
people that Champagne 
is an exceptional product 
which can be consumed 
for all occasions. Thanks 
to the great diversity of 
the champagnes of wine 
growers, it is possible to 
find a champagne for every 
occasion. 

Champagne for 
Every Occasion

To bring champagne back into 
fashion, the SGV has launched 
a strong campaign to reinvent 
the product's image under 
the banner of ‘Champagne for 
every occasion’. The objective 
of this campaign is to suggest 
new consumption moments to 
champagne lovers. The message 
emphasises the authenticity and 
uniqueness of each Champagne 
de Vignerons, because there are 
as many different champagnes 
as there are bubbles in a 
champagne flute! 

Champagne is  everywhere 
and all the time- at brunch 
on a Sunday, at the barbecue 
with friends, as appetisers, as 
a snack. Everything is possible! 
Champagne is a versatile 
product that can be paired with 
absolutely everything- thanks 

to the diversity offered by the 
vineyards. Each dish can find a 
champagne to accompany it. 

Simply put, everything goes well 
with champagne! 

The Difference 
in Champagne 
Winegrowing at 
SGV

Through their precision work 
on grape varieties, blending 
and dosage, the winemakers 
now produce wines of character 
that reflect the terroirs of the 
Champagne appellation. 

Rare and unique wines resulting 
from a modern and respectful 
viticulture of the environment 
are ideal to celebrate all the 
happy moments of life and to 
agree with each moment of the 
gastronomy. This is a singularity 
that allows the SGV and its 
champagnes to claim an identity 
and strong values: craftsmanship, 
authenticity and the creation of 
exceptional vintages made by 
the winemaker on his estate or 
within a winemaking company. 

Research and 
Sustainability 
Efforts 

The organisation is working on 
new grape varieties which are 
resistant to certain vine diseases, 
in particular Voltis, a hybrid 
variety resistant to mildew and 
powdery mildew which are two 
of the main vine diseases. This 
would allow winegrowers to 
have vines near homes, while 
respecting the ZNTs (non-
treatment areas) which prohibit 

CHAMPAGNE
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the spraying of pesticides 
within certain distances. The 
first planting of this variety is 
expected in 2023. 

Wine growing is bound to 
evolve, especially with the 
arrival of robotics (Vitibot, for 
instance) to help winegrowers 
work on their produce without 
impacting quality. Winegrowers 
are also confronted with the 
new technology since the sale 
of champagne is taking a digital 
turn via social networks and 
online sales which changes 
their marketing methodologies. 
The SGV is making an effort to 
support them in these changes 
too. 

Champagne area is mobilised 
for a Sustainable Viticulture. 
The organisation is committed 
towards an environmental 
progress approach to preserve 
the soil and protect the 
environment while maintaining 
a level of quality of the wines 
of the AOC Champagne. It is a 
challenge for the future and a 
desire of consumers to consume 

environmentally friendly 
products. 54% of the vineyards in 
Champagne are already under 
environmental certification and 
the objective of the sector is to 
reach zero herbicide by 2025 and 
100% of the certified farms by 
2030.

Leadership at SGV 

SGV Champagne is a professional 
organisation and its authorities 
are composed exclusively of 
winegrowers, elected by the 
representatives of the wine-
producing communes. 

Any member of the SGV can 
join the local section of the 
commune in which he files his 
harvest declaration. The Bureau is 
composed of 10 members and its 
mission is to coordinate the work 
of the Board and to deal with 
current affairs or those requiring 
rapid intervention.  

The Board of Directors is the 
primary decision-making body of 
the SGV which is composed of 48 

elected members and 4 ex-officio 
members. 

There are 700 delegates who 
elect the administrators of 
the SGV during the general 
assemblies. Each one of the 244 
local sections elects its office 
and its section president must 
bring the winegrowers of that 
section together at least once a 
year to discuss the various union 
issues. SGV groups also has 134 
employees.  

Future Visions for 
SGV

There are three main areas of 
focus for the vision of the future 
of SGV. These include: 

• Supporting vineyards in the 
agro-ecological transition 

Agro-environmental measures 
in the specifications, adaptation 
of grape varieties, development 
of environmental certifications 
and organic farming, low-carbon 
labels in the future are some 

TECHCHAMPAGNE
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of the steps towards the agro-
environmental transition which is 
already well underway.

Financial support is important, 
but it is not enough. It is 
necessary for winegrowers 
to have long-term visibility, 
administrative coherence and 
to dare to associate biodiversity 
and viticulture. With the 
generalisation of no-treatment 
zones (ZNT), whether in product 
marketing authorizations or by 
regulation, it is necessary to put 
a stop to construction at the 
edge of the vineyard. Every new 
construction will inevitably make 
the vineyard retreat. 

The expectations for the future 
are to create an easement for 
the protection of the areas of 
designation of origin, to apply the 
same rules in terms of respect 
for the environment throughout 
the Union and avoid any over 
transposition of European 
regulations that place French 
winegrowers in conditions of 
unfair competition. There is also 
a desire to exempt biocontrol 
products and products approved 
in Organic Agriculture from the 
ZNT, to promote adaptation to 

climate change and to promote 
a good valuation of the work of 
producers.  

• Strengthening the family 
farm model 

The French wine industry 
is composed of 59,000 
winegrowing holdings with 
an average surface area of 9 
hectares. Champagne has 16,169 
winegrowers, 44% of whom are at 
least 50 years old or older. 

Behind these winegrowing 
holdings are individuals who 
provide a living for many 
territories. Vineyards are often 
dynamic and attractive areas in 
the middle of regions suffering 
from demographic and 
economic problems. The family 
farming model is sometimes 
under threat. It is therefore an 
urgent need to preserve it and 
to reinforce the resilience of 
winegrowing holdings. 

This can be done by facilitating 
the transfer of family holdings, 
reducing administrative 
constraints, through the 
implementation of the right 
to make mistakes, facilitating 

effective mechanisms for 
regulating production to 
strengthen the attractiveness of 
employment in the holdings. 

• Preserving the responsible 
consumption model

The BECA report questions all 
forms of consumption, including 
moderate consumption of wine. 
According to this report, there is 
no alcohol consumption without 
health risks. Even if it is only a 
report, its adoption could have very 
concrete consequences for the 
future of the vineyard, including 
that of Champagne. 

The BECA committee has asked the 
European Union and its member 
states to revise their policy. It could 
lead to very concrete measures 
such as the questioning of the 
European aids from which the 
vineyard benefits and in particular 
the aids to the promotion. The 
Champagne vineyard and the 
SGV are supported in their 
promotion policy. SGV aims to 
better inform consumers through 
dematerialization, voiding 
behavioural taxation and by 
avoiding the overloading of the 
labels.

CHAMPAGNE
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D
efining a 
picturesque 
city of love, 
through the 
lens that 

consummate brilliance 
with awe, who knew that 
an artist of Cambodian 
origins would make Paris 
look breathtakingly surreal 
through photography? Even 
before Instagram received 
a mind’s eye on parading 
celebrities and influencers 
through thousands of 
pictures, a young man 
with the verbatim eyes for 
photography strolled through 
the streets in Paris, clueless 
about the stardom he was 
walking into.  

Ever visualised a city that 
awakens the wanderlust in 
you to explore the life it gives 
to the streets, rivers, cafes 
or even the weather? Who 
or what could lure your eyes 

to a charm expressed through 
snapshots?  With a hint of 
envy, we would choose to say 
‘Through VuThéara Kham’s eyes’. 
Today, this shutterbug stands as 
Instagram’s most loved Parisian 
Photographer, crossing a million 
followers on the popular photo-
sharing platform.

We took immense pleasure in 
hopping into a fun tête-à-tête 
with VuThéara Kham, the man 
who set a new benchmark in 
still photography. As a moment 
of glory, Kham graced our 
team with his debut English 
interview, also amusing us with a 
melodious piano piece. So, how 

VuThéara Kham - Fame through frame
ART
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much talent is considered too 
much talent? 

Where it all began, 
without a camera 

Just like any career-seeking 
youngster, VuThéara set foot 
in Paris for the first time in 
2007, landing himself a job in 
designing for various start-up 
companies. A full-time designer 
Kham came across Instagram 
in its initial days back in January 
2011, which was about to change 
his life forever! 

At that point in time, following 
a serendipitous consequence of 

setting up an Instagram account 
on his smartphone, VuThéara 
did not have pictures to post or 
even a professional camera to 
flaunt. But later, Kham began 
clicking pictures ‘for the gram’ 
on his iPhone. Since then, 
clicking photos has become 
an inescapable routine for this 
young photographer. 

Just as the stars would align, 
VuThéara’s eyes found his muse 
through the City of Love- Paris. 
He was inspired to bask in 
the city’s charm by all of the 
elements that made Paris look 
like a phenomenon out of a 
dreamy movie. “I want to show 
my vision of Paris through 

calmness, poetry, the lover and 
people. For me, people represent 
Paris,” VuThéara says. 

Since 2015, VuThéara Kham 
has established his passion 
for photography as a full-time 
profession which opened doors 
for countless opportunities.  The 
Paris Tourist Office and the Opera 
of Paris are some of his regular 
clients, which paved the way for 
his work to reach big brands like 
Sony, Apple, Coca-Cola, Samsung 
and much more. 

“Camera is just a gear, but what’s 
more important is your eyes,” he 
says when we ask him about his 
gear. His first ever camera was 

ART
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the iPhone 4 and all the way to 
his latest Leica M9, VuThéara 
Kham had the privilege of 
being the camera brand Sony’s 
ambassador for 6 years, only 
humbling this man with every 
step of fame. 

Not playing the 
Number game

The year 2015 made a mark on 
VuThéara’s Instagram by marking 
a million followers. Rain or snow, 
he never failed to take a picture 
every day. VuTheara makes an 
unpresuming statement saying, 
“If you have 1 million followers 
or 10,000 followers, it is not 
important. It is just a number.” 
VuThéara hopes to be recalled as 

a skilled artist, rather than being 
remembered as an Instagram 
celebrity. 

Keeping all the technicalities 
of photography aside, Kham 
wants his learners to see what 
lies in front of them to capture 
the beauty of those precious 
moments. VuThéara has a 
brilliant vision of Paris laid out for 
the future of his snapshots. 

Even though his eyes are in 
Paris, his heart lies in Cambodia. 
Born into a Cambodian family in 
1982, VuThéara Kham’s parents 
migrated to Normandy in 1981, 
serving Cambodian cuisine to the 
French at their restaurant. Kham 
recalls teenage days when he, 
along with his brothers, helped 

in the restaurant kitchen. His 
parents taught him the core 
value of money and to this day, 
he upholds the morals taught 
through experience by his 
parents. 

“When I go out and take 
pictures, I’m very happy,” he 
says. If there exists a desire that 
seems unfulfilled in this Parisian 
photographer’s life, it would be 
to globe-trot and take pictures 
along the way! 

VuThéara’s love for portraits 
and street photography has no 
bounds, making him capture the 
best essence of life in stills. To 
put it simply, he is a tale of fame 
through frame.

ART
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A headline 
event of the 
Official Dubai 
Art Season, 
World Art 

Dubai will return for its eight 
edition bringing affordable 
contemporary art from 
all over the world to the 
increasing art demand of the 
Middle East.

They realise that excellent 

art only becomes great when 
it creates a one-of-a-kind and 
intimate connection between the 
artist and the audience at World 
Art Dubai. Immerse yourself in an 
art festival that is truly accessible 
and embraces art in all of its 
forms. World Art Dubai aims to 
make art accessible to collectors 
and enthusiasts looking for a 
wide range of inexpensive and 
unique art in one location.

A Unique Fusion of 
Art, Education & 
Entertainment

Featuring more than 2000 pieces 
from around the globe, World Art 
Dubai unites galleries and artists 
from around the world, each with 
their own unique take on art.

From emerging Emirati artists, 
pop-art icons and fashion art 
disrupters, to experimental 

Bringing Affordable Art 
to The Middle East

ART



58 MAR-APR 2022 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

expressionists and fine art and 
photography practitioners, our 
exhibition is an eclectic melting 
pot of artistic style.

WAD Awards
The World Art Dubai Awards 
recognise the amazing talents 

among the participating galleries 

and artists each year. Each 

awardee is selected based on 

their contributions to World Art 

Dubai.

• World Art Dubai Emerging 

Artist

• World Art Dubai Solo Artist 

Award

• World Art Dubai Gallery 

Award

• World Art Dubai Outstanding 

Art Award

ART
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B
otswana safaris 
are truly special. 
The country 
doesn’t see as 
many tourists as 

most other countries in Southern 
and East Africa, but this in no 
way diminishes the quality of 
the game viewing and safari 
experience Botswana has to offer 
– and in many ways, it’s a bonus. 

Rural Botswana is an inhospitable 
place for humans, but a country 
that manages to support an 
incredible diversity and density 
of animals. Botswana wildlife is 
hands down some of the best 
anywhere in the world.

Botswana is a large, wild country 
(approximately the size of France) 
with a decent – but very limited 
– road network where only the 
major roads are tarmacked. 
This makes Botswana a safari 
destination for the intrepid. If 
you’re planning on doing an 
independent, self-drive safari in 
Botswana a high clearance 4WD 
vehicle and spirit of self-reliance 
are essential to get the most 
out of your visits to the national 
parks. The country is easily 
accessed from South Africa, with 
the capital Gaborone just a few 
hours’ drive from Johannesburg.

Geographically Botswana is 

covered in scrub brush and 
savannah grasslands, with the 
occasional impressive geographic 
feature such as the Okavango 
Delta and adjoining Chobe 
National Park, huge salt pans, 
and the brutally picturesque 
Kalahari Desert. 

The country is landlocked and lies 
at a consistent average elevation 
of 1,000m. The windswept and 
sand-based Kalahari Desert 
covers over 80% of the country 
in the south, west, and centre. 
To the north lies 15,000 km sq of 
the Okavango Delta, fed by the 
Okavango River and forming the 
northern border with Namibia.  

BOTSWANA

TECHTRAVEL
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To the east lie the great salt and clay desert of the Makgadikgadi Pans and occasional deciduous forests 
towards the Zimbabwe border.

Go big game spotting at Chobe National Park – perhaps Botswana’s most famous national park. Boat safaris 
are a big draw here, with a waterfront teeming with wildlife… but you’ll have to be very lucky to see all big five 
from a boat.

Leopard spotting in 
Moremi

The east side of the Okavango Delta Moremi 
Game Reserve is regarded as one of the top 
African leopard hangouts. On the fringes of 
the delta where water collects in small lagoons 
and fills grassy floodplains, antelope (and all 
sorts of other wildlife) are plentiful. Perfect 
leopard country.

Mokoro safaris on the 
water

 The Okavango Delta offers ample opportunities 
to get out on to the water for some top-class 
wildlife viewing. Traditional wooden mokoros 
are a fun and eco-friendly way to head out on a 
canoe safari, though propeller boats are on offer 
too, and can easily be combined with superb 
walking safaris.

Moremi Game Reserve

The only part of the Okavango Delta that’s 
officially a national park, Moremi covers 
almost one-third of the delta and is packed 
with wildlife. There’s no public transport 
so you’ll have to get yourself there, but 
the trade-off is fewer tourists to share the 
plethora of wildlife with.

TECHTRAVEL
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Chobe National Park

Chobe National Park was Botswana’s first 
national park at an impressive 11,000 km sq. 
There’s easy access for spectacular game 
viewing from a boat on the Chobe River and 
the network of dirt and gravel roads. The 
Savuti area in southwest Chobe is recognised 
as having one of the highest concentrations 
of wildlife in Africa.

Makgadikgadi Nxai 
Pan National Park
Feel the unfettered freedom of 
driving through the never-ending 
parched-white salt pans or plan your 
trip for the when the rains come and 
bird life and herd animals abound, 
including one of Africa’s largest 
migrations.

Central Kalahari 
National Park

One of Africa’s largest protected 
areas at a whopping 52,000 km 
sq. is the Central Kalahari National 
Park in your own 4WD may 
reward you with viewings of hyena 
packs and prides of lions in the 
unforgiving desert.

One of the most impressive African 
rivers for wildlife, Okavango River 
supplies year-round water to much 
of northern Botswana, and ends in 
the inland Okavango Delta, support 
a vast array of Southern African 
mammal species. These include 
the big five, wild dogs, hippos, 
hyenas, honey badgers, and a 
broad range of gazelles and hoofed 
mammals. Each year Botswana 
is home to one of Africa’s largest 
annual migrations, featuring huge 

herds of wildebeest, zebra, 
and other wild animals as 
they move from their winter 
ranges in the Makgadikgadi 
plains to the summer 
feeding grounds of the Nxai 
Pan region. 

Not as large in scale as the 
East African ‘great migration‘, 
but there are also far fewer 

tourists around to take away 

from the experience. This lack 

of tourists, the sheer scale of the 

wilderness and the abundance 

of game in Botswana’s national 

parks come together to make 

Botswana a safari destination 

that’s hard to better, wherever 

you visit in Africa.

TECHTRAVEL
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The delta supports large 
concentrations of animals on 
both a permanent and seasonal 
basis and is one of the best 
places in the world for wildlife 
viewing. Large mammal wildlife 
is found in abundance, including 
hippos, elephants, buffalo, 
lion, leopard, giraffe, rhino, and 
cheetah.

The delta is home to one of 
Africa’s most vibrant populations 
of African wild dogs, whilst the 
watery terrain is the perfect 
habitat for the elegant red 
lechwe and shy sitatunga 
antelopes. In total, the Okavango 
Delta supports 164 species of 
mammals, and the elephant 
population during the flood 
is estimated to be half the 
continent’s total population. In 
addition to the many mammals, 
the Okavango Delta is also home 
to over 500 species of birds and 
90 species of fish.

Botswana’s 
Okavango Delta 
from the air

Because of its location, the 
Okavango Delta offers a Botswana 
safari complete with activities that 
are a little bit different to most 
other safari destinations:

Boat trips

The Okavango Delta is famed 
for its mokoros – dugout canoes 
punted and guided by a single 
person standing at the back of 
the canoe, with room for a couple 
of passengers. Crafted out of a 
tree trunk, and around 6 meters 
long, taking a safari in a mokoro 
is a unique way to observe the 
sights and sounds of the delta at 
water level, getting up close and 
personal to the wildlife. Motorized 
boat safaris are also available – 
handy to cover long distances.

The Okavango Delta is a huge, 
swampy inland delta in the heart 
of the Kalahari Desert in northern 
Botswana. At around 15,000 
square kilometers, the delta is 
the largest wetland wilderness 
in the world – a place where 
African wildlife is untrammelled 
by human interference, and the 
safari experience is truly second 
to none.

Its importance and uniqueness 
were rubber-stamped in 2014 
when the area was announced 
as the 1000th UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. The entire 
Okavango Delta region is an 
important wildlife area, home 
to one of Africa’s greatest 
concentrations of wildlife. The 
only protected area in the 
Okavango Delta is the Moremi 
Game Reserve to the east, 
surrounded to the west and 
north by several large wildlife 
concessions.

Okavango Delta Safaris
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Horseback safaris

Riding safaris allow visitors to 
appreciate the scope and size 
of the delta, as well as access 
some of the most remote areas. 
Horseback safaris are something 
of a specialised activity, on offer 
at only a few delta lodges.

Walking safaris

Most delta lodges offer walking 
safaris to explore the islands and 
flood plains, allowing for a much 
fuller experience of the delta.

Fishing

Fishing is excellent in this region 
and angling enthusiasts can 
book fully escorted expeditions 
along the Boro Channel, a 
tributary that feeds the Delta. 
Tilapia (bream) is the most 
common species to lure.

BEST TIME TO SAFARI IN 
BOTSWANA

May to August is the best time to organize a safari 
in Botswana, as during this winter season the days 
are cool and sunny, and the lack of water drives the 

wildlife to congregate around permanent water 
sources. Currently getting around the country is 

straightforward, with dust rather than water being the 
main obstacle. During winter months wildlife spotting 

is easy – simply find a river or watering hole and dig 
in to wait for the action. Bear in mind is that July and 

August are school holiday time, meaning more tourists 
than usual, higher prices for safari accommodation 

and tours, and busier national parks.

The Okavango Delta offers unique horse-riding safaris

Up close and personal on a walking safari

Joseph Kafunda., Tourist Guide operating in Namibia and Southern Africa. +264813478044., email:  josephkafunda@gmail.com
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A
n Iranian national 
holiday, registered 
in the UNESCO 
World Heritage 
List, Nowruz is the 

strongest link that connects the 
diverse population residing on 
the Iranian plateau- regardless of 
region, locality or living conditions. 
With a significant influence from 
poets, writers and astrologers, 
Nowruz has evolved into a hugely 
popular festival. 

Not too long ago, the festivities 

of Iranian New Year commenced 
later- when the sun warmed and 
the first flowers peeked through 
the snow at spring equinox. 
Nowruz is the first day of the 
month of Farvardin, which is the 
first month of the Iranian year. 
The celebrations begin with 
Chaharshanbeh souri (the last 
Wednesday feast) and conclude 
with Sizdeh Bedar, or the day 
of nature, on the 13th day of the 
Farvardin month. On the advice 
of astrologers, March 21st has 
become the usually designated 

date to be celebrated as Nowruz. 

Setting the table 
for Nowruz

One of the most iconic visuals 
associated with Nowruz is the 
Haft-sin tablecloth with an 
arrangement of seven items, 
the names of which begin with 
the letter S in Persian alphabet, 
each holding their own symbolic 
representation left in place on the 
table cloth for the 13 day period.

Iranian New Year Nowruz

Sabzeh (هزبس) refers to wheat, 
barley, mung bean or lentil sprouts 
grown in a dish symbolising rebirth. 

Samanou (ونمس) is a wheat germ 
sweet pudding, a delicacy which is 
a symbol of abundance. 

Senjed (دجنس) is the dried fruit of 
the Oleaster tree symbolising love 
and affection. 
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Serkeh (هکرس) refers to vinegar, the 
symbol of patience. 

Alongside the seven items, there 
are also coins to represent wealth 
and boiled eggs symbolising 
fertility in the New Year. 

Chahar Shanbeh 
Souri 

Under Ahura Mazda, there are two 
twin spirits- the Holy Spirit (good 
speech, good deed, good thought) 
and the Evil Spirit (evil deed, evil 
thought, and evil speech) which is 
a personification of the struggle 
between Good and Evil, the 
former always being dominant. 
Goodness is the supreme virtue of 
Ahura Mazda and the man whose 

Seeb (بیس) refers to an apple, the 
symbol of beauty. 

Seer (ریس) is the garlic, symbolising 
medicine and good health. 

Somāq (قامس) refers to sumac, 
standing for patience and 
tolerance. 

Haji Firouz, 
a character 
symbolising the 
festive joy of 
Nowruz
Haji Firouz is a slender, dark-
skinned man with a chiselled hat, 
pointed shoes and a red dress who 
appears in the streets with a tonbak 
(a Persian musical instrument), 
dancing and singing, asking people 
for money.

On Sizdeh Bedar which takes 
place on the 13th day of Farvardin, 
falling on April 2nd in normal years 
and April 1st during leap years, it is 
customary for Iranian families to go 
for a picnic, taking the green shoots 
grown for Nowruz and releasing 
them into a stream or river in 
celebration of the ancient festival.

Like many other cultures, thirteen 
is considered an unlucky number 
in Iran. Iranians believe that by 
going outdoors, they welcome the 
spring and leave behind all the bad 
luck associated with the number 
thirteen.

Remaining resilient through the 
Arab invasion and the early days 
of a global pandemic, the annual 
festival of Nowruz celebrating 
Iranian New Year has emerged 
as an inspiration to the world to 
recover and rebuild.

thoughts, deeds and words have 
been exemplary having thus lived 
in accordance with God, will be 
rewarded after death by a place in 
his kingdom. 

Iranians believe, a few days before 
the New Year, that the spirits of the 
dead return to this world and to 
their homes and this is the reason 
why houses are cleaned before 
Nowruz. This preparation normally 
begins on the last Wednesday of 
the Iranian year. 

According to the tradition of 
this day, one jumps over the fire 
saying, “I give you my pallor, and I 
take your redness.” This is usually 
done in nature and gardens to 
ward off all evil spirits and to ask 
for the best things for the family. 
The same night, one goes to the 
different crossings and secretly 
listens to the conversation 
between the first two people who 
come and, depending on the 
content, interprets it as a positive 
or negative sign for the coming 
year.

2001 Tour & Travel Agency., Tehran-Iran., 
www.2001travelagency.com, email:  
azam.ayoubian@2001travelagency.com
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S
ince his international 
cricketing debut in 
1992, Shane Warne 
has consistently 
defended his title of 

being one of the best bowlers 
of the cricketing world. He 
was renowned for operating 
with an awfully high degree 
of accuracy coupled with 
legbreaks that could leave even 
the best batsman stumped. 
Our England team, he has put 
on record, is one of Warne’s 
favourites to bowl against over 
the course of his Australian 
cricketing career. 

Amidst emerging controversies, 
profanities, public relationships 

Remembering Shane Keith Warne 
13 September 1969 – 4 March 2022

and headlines determined to 
take him down, Warne retained 
his tag, remaining a legend on 
the f ield, through it all. 2003 
marked a turning point in his 
ODI career, the beginning of 
a slump with a one-year ban 
for consuming diuretics that 
were forbidden. Then came his 
retirement announcement on 
21 December 2006. 

His comeback on the f ield was 
owed to his passion for the 
game that lived on with the 
Indian Premier League in 2008 
wherein he got the challenging 
opportunity to lead a team of 
young players for Rajasthan 
Royals. Warne cemented the 

power of his talents to the 
world by leading the Rajasthan 
Royals team to the inaugural 
IPL win. Commentary came 
shortly after as part of his 
evolving career followed by an 
offer to coach the IPL Rajasthan 
Royals team he was once part 
of. 

Warne’s sudden passing of a 
heart attack at the age of 51 
on 4 March 2022 in Koh Samui, 
Thailand sent waves of shock 
across the cricketing world with 
tributes pouring in from around 
the world. British Herald pays 
tribute and fondly remembers 
this cricketing legend- we hope 
he’s had a good innings!
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F
ormer President 
Donald Trump’s 
social media app 
that he hopes 
will rival Twitter 

launched Twitter was launched 
as he seeks a new digital stage to 
rally his supporters and fight Big 
Tech limits on speech, a year after 
he was banned from Twitter, 
Facebook and YouTube.

His Truth Social app was offered 
for download from the Apple 
App Store to a limited number of 
subscribers who had preordered. 
Others who were added to a 
waiting list are to be given access 
over the next 10 days.

The site encountered technical 
glitches shortly after launch, with 
reports that subscribers were 
shut out for hours. Others had 

Trump’s social media app 
launches year after Twitter ban

trouble signing on. The site is not 
expected to be open to anyone 
who wants to download it until 
next month.

“Due to massive demand, we 
have placed you on our waitlist,” 
read a message to some of those 
trying to access the platform, 
adding, “We love you.”

Trump is hoping Truth Social will 
attract the millions who followed 
him on Twitter as he hints at a 
third presidential run, triggering 
a wave of other subscribers to 
justify the billions of dollars that 
investors have bet on the venture. 
Shares in a company that 
plans to buy Trump Media and 
Technology Group, the parent 
of Truth Social, have soared in 
recent months.

According to Apple’s rankings, 
Truth Social was the top 
free app in the US recently. 
morning, besting the “Talking 
Ben the Dog” children’s game, 
streaming service HBO Max, 
TikTok, YouTube, Instagram and 
Facebook.

The partial launch would follow 
an experimental “beta” launch to 
test the platform.

Trump was banned from top 
social media platforms following 
the Jan. 6 Capitol riot last year 
that critics accused him of 
inciting. The ban has raised 
difficult questions about free 
speech in a social media industry 
dominated by a few tech giants 
— an issue that Trump and 
conservative media have seized 
upon.

TECHTECH



68 MAR-APR 2022 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

Republicans were quick to use 
the launch of Truth Social to raise 
money for their election efforts.

“After over A YEAR of muzzling 
by the Liberal Big Tech Tyrants: 
TRUMP. IS. BACK,” wrote GOP 
House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy in a fundraising email 
appeal.

Groups like the Republican 
National Committee and the 
Congressional Leadership Fund 
also have been fundraising off 
the launch.

“Our main goal here is to give 
people their voice back,” Trump 
Media CEO and former GOP 
Congressman Devin Nunes said 
on Fox News. He added that the 
app offers “the opposite of some 
Silicon Valley tech oligarch freak 
telling people what they want to 
think and deciding who can or 
cannot be on the platform.”

Nunes said the app should be 
“fully operational” by the end of 
March.

For all the fanfare, Trump appears 
to have largely stayed away 
from the app on launch day. A 

screenshot taken of his Truth 
Social account showed no new 
messages as of 4 p.m. Eastern. 
His last message was from a 
week earlier: “Get Ready! Your 
favorite President will see you 
soon!”

Before Twitter permanently 
barred him from posting last 
year, Trump had tweeted nearly 
60,000 times and had attracted 
almost 90 million followers.

His Truth Social followers on 
Monday were listed at 12,000.

Trump is hoping to tap into 
outrage over the social media 
bans to attract a broad audience 
to keep the stock rising — and 
possibly hand him hundreds 
of millions of dollars personally 
— but he faces significant 
challenges.

None of alternative messaging 
platforms already open to public, 
such as Gettr and Parler, have 
been able to move beyond an 
echo chamber of conservative 
political commentary. Trump’s 
company, Trump Media, also 
faces financial hurdles. It has 
been promised nearly $300 

million from a publicly traded 
company that plans to merge 
with it and got pledges from 
dozens of private investors for 
an additional $1 billion to fund 
its operations, but it still needs 
approval from regulators for the 
deal before it can access the 
cash.

The company it hopes to merge 
with, Digital World Acquisition 
Corp., has said regulators are 
investigating following reports 
that it may have broken security 
rules last year by talking to 
Trump representatives about 
possibly joining forces before 
selling stock to the public. 
Digital World is a so-called 
blank-check company that is 
only allowed a quick path to 
going public without many 
disclosures if it has not identified 
a target to buy yet.

Another regulatory investigation 
is focused on possible stock 
trading violations earlier in the 
fall.

Investors in shares of Digital 
World are valuing its eventual 
merger target, Trump Media, at 
$10 billion.
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T
oyota plan to 
resume production 
at all of its 14 plants 
after they were 
idled for a day due 

to a cyberattack on a domestic 
supplier.

The supplier, Kojima Industries 
Corp., said it had found a virus in 
its computer server. Details were 
under investigation, it said.

The two companies had worked 
out alternative ways to carry on 
with manufacturing even though 
the server problem was not yet 
resolved, said Toyota Motor Corp. 
spokeswoman Shiori Hashimoto. 
Kojima supplies Toyota with 
many items including air-

conditioning, steering wheel 
components and other parts for 
vehicles’ interiors and exteriors. 

The physical mechanics of 
production were not affected 
by the virus, according to the 
company, which like many parts 
suppliers is based in Toyota city in 
central Japan.

The Japanese business daily 
Nikkei reported, the problem was 
ransomware.

Kojima said “a threatening 
message” was confirmed along 
with a virus in a computer file. 

It would not say if it was 
ransomware. The Aichi 

Prefectural police were also 
investigating. The server 
problem was partly solved by 
but the company decided it 
needed an extra day to get the 
overall computer system going, 
according to Kojima.

Toyota decided on to halt all 28 
lines at Toyota’s Japan plants.

Hino Motors, a Toyota group truck 
maker, said two of its factories in 
Japan were also affected.

Daihatsu Motor Co., a Toyota 
affiliate that makes small cars, 
also stopped production at 
its plant for the same reason. 
Whether production will resume 
will be decided later.

Toyota to resume Japan production 
after virus hits supplier
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R
esearchers say 
a large spider 
native to East Asia 
that proliferated 
in Georgia last 

year could spread to much of the 
East Coast.

The Joro spider’s golden web 
took over yards all over north 
Georgia in 2021, unnerving 
some residents. The spider was 
also spotted in South Carolina, 
and entomologists expected 
it to spread throughout the 
Southeast.

A new study suggests it could 
spread even farther than that. 
The Joro appears better suited 
to colder temperatures than a 

related species, researchers at 
the University of Georgia said in a 
paper published last month.

It has about double the 
metabolism, a 77% higher heart 
rate and can survive a brief freeze 
that kills off its relatives, the study 
found.

The researchers also noted that 
Joros are found in much of Japan, 
which has a similar climate to the 
U.S.

“Just by looking at that, it looks 
like the Joros could probably 
survive throughout most of the 
Eastern seaboard here, which is 
pretty sobering,” study co-author 
Andy Davis said in a statement.

The Joro — Trichonephila clavata 
— is part of a group of spiders 
known as orb weavers for their 
highly organized, wheel-shaped 
webs. Joro females have colorful 
yellow, blue and red markings 
on their bodies and can measure 
three inches (8 cm) across when 
their legs are fully extended.

It’s not clear exactly how and 
when the first Joro spider arrived 
in the U.S. or why they were so 
abundant in Georgia last year.

Their impact on native species 
and the environment is also not 
clear, though some researchers 
believe they are benign.

Asian spider could spread to 
much of East Coast
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A United Nations 
panel has agreed 
to create a legally 
binding global 
treaty to address 

plastic pollution in the world’s 
oceans, rivers and landscape.

The U.N. Environment Assembly 
voted unanimously Wednesday 
at its meeting in Kenya’s capital 
Nairobi for a resolution “to end 
plastic pollution.”

It sets the stage for international 
negotiations designed to 
produce a treaty by 2024.

“Today we wrote history. Plastic 
pollution has grown into an 
epidemic,” said Espen Barth 
Eide, Norway’s minister for 
environment and climate and 
the assembly’s president. “With 
today’s resolution we are officially 
on track for a cure.”

After a week of debate, 
negotiators fashioned proposals 
— one by Peru and Rwanda 
and others by India and Japan 
— into a framework for a global 
approach to prevent and reduce 
plastic pollution, including 
marine litter.

The treaty would cover the full 
lifecycle of plastics, including 
production, design and disposal.

“It is not always you get such a 
major environment deal,” Inger 
Andersen, executive director of 
the U.N. Environment Program, 
told a news conference. Anderson 
called the endorsement 
by representatives of 175 
member counties “the most 
significant global environmental 
governance decision since the 
Paris (Climate) Agreement in 
2015.” According to a recent Pew 
study, the global plastic industry 

is valued at $522.6 billion and 11 
million metric tons of plastic end 
up in the oceans every year.

The environmental group 
Greenpeace said the U.N. panel’s 
decision is a “big, bold step to 
end plastic pollution.”

Graham Forbes, global plastics 
project lead at Greenpeace USA, 
said that until a strong global 
treaty is signed, the organization 
and its allies will keep pushing for 
a world free of plastic pollution 
with clean air and a stable 
climate.

“This is a big step that will keep 
the pressure on big oil and big 
brands to reduce their plastic 
footprint and switch their 
business models to refill and 
reuse.” Forbes said.

UN panel votes to create treaty to fight 
plastic pollution 
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T
he fossil of a 170 
million-year-old 
pterosaur, described 
as the world’s best-
preserved skeleton of 

the prehistoric winged reptile, has 
been found on the Isle of Skye in 
Scotland.

The National Museum of Scotland 
said the fossil of the pterosaur, 
more popularly known as 
pterodactyls, is the largest of its 
kind ever discovered from the 
Jurassic period. The reptile had an 
estimated wingspan of more than 
2.5 meters (8.2 feet), similar to that 
of an albatross, the museum said.

The fossil was discovered in 2017 by 
PhD student Amelia Penny during 
a field trip on the Isle of Skye in 
remote northwestern Scotland, 
when she spotted the pterosaur’s 
jaw protruding from rocks. It will 
now be added to the museum’s 

collection. “Pterosaurs preserved 
in such quality are exceedingly 
rare and are usually reserved to 
select rock formations in Brazil 
and China. And yet, an enormous 
superbly preserved pterosaur 
emerged from a tidal platform in 
Scotland,” said Natalia Jagielska, a 
doctoral student at the University 
of Edinburgh who is the author of 
a new scientific paper describing 
the find.

Steve Brusatte, a professor of 
palaeontology at Edinburgh 
University, said the discovery was 
the best one found in Britain since 
the early 1800s, when celebrated 
fossil hunter Mary Anning 
uncovered many significant 
Jurassic fossils on the southern 
English coast.

He said the fossil had “feather 
light” bones, “as thin as sheets of 
paper,” and it took several days to 

cut it from rock using diamond-
tipped saws as his team battled 
against encroaching tides.

It “tells us that pterosaurs 
got larger much earlier than 
we thought, long before the 
Cretaceous period when they 
were competing with birds, and 
that’s hugely significant,” Brusatte 
added.

The pterosaur has been given the 
Gaelic name Dearc sgiathanach, 
which translates as “winged 
reptile.”

Pterosaurs were the first 
vertebrates to fly, some 50 million 
years before birds. They lived as far 
back as the Triassic period, about 
230 million years ago. They were 
previously thought to have been 
much smaller during the Jurassic 
period.

‘Superbly preserved’ pterosaur 
fossil unearthed in Scotland
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A
lright, blokes, quit 
your aggin’. Season 
six of Peaky Blinders 
is returning to 
Birming—, er, uh, 

the United States. The beloved 
street gang series anchored by 
Cillian Murphy as the flat cap-
wearing, Brummie-accented 
Tom Shelby is making the jump 
to Netflix for one final season this 
June. Of course, the series already 
premiered in the U.K. on BBC One. 
But anyone without a VPN or a 
BBC America subscription will get 
to return to the midlands on June 
10.

Season six’s premiere set new 
records on BBC One, bringing in 
more than 3.8 million overnight 
viewers, per Deadline. The 
premiere was the first new 
episode since the 2019 season 

five finale, which, humorously 
enough, held the record before 
the premiere broke it. The BBC’s 
numbers only sound big because 
Netflix hasn’t had the opportunity 
to declare Peaky Blinders the 
most-watched series ever on the 
platform without releasing any 
numbers.

While this is technically the final 
season, Peaky Blinders creator 
Steven Knight confirmed to 
Deadline that a movie is in the 
works. Would anyone be surprised 
if Peaky Blinders went the 
Downtown Abbey route and just 
became a blockbuster film series? 
Last we heard, Knight aiming for a 
2023 debut.

Knight has had one of the more 
interesting careers in television 
and movies. He wrote the Bradley 

Cooper diet-Gordon Ramsay 
Oscar play Burnt and the David 
Cronenberg thriller Eastern 
Promises. 

Knight also directed the notorious 
Matthew McConaughey bomb 
Serenity and the fixed-frame Tom 
Hardy thriller Locke. To be clear, 
Knight didn’t have to do any of 
this because he also created Who 
Wants To Be A Millionaire?

Joining Murphy for one bomb 
in the bonce is Tom Hardy as 
Alfie Solomons and The Queen’s 
Gambit herself Anya Taylor-Joy 
as Gina Grey. Other returning 
favorites include Paul Anderson, 
Finn Cole, Natasha O’Keeffe, and 
Sophie Rundle.

All six episodes of season six will 
land on Netflix on June 10, 2022.

Oi, guv’nor, Peaky Blinders returns
SPACEENTERTAINMENT



74 MAR-APR 2022 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

T
he 28th Screen 
Actors Guild 
Awards will kick off 
with a “Hamilton” 
reunion, feature 

a lifetime achievement award 
for Helen Mirren and, maybe, 
supply a preview of the upcoming 
Academy Awards.

The SAG Awards, taking place at 
Barker Hangar in Santa Monica, 
California, begin at 8 p.m. EST 
Sunday and air on both TNT 
and TBS. (The show will also be 
available to stream Monday on 
HBO Max.) After the January 
Golden Globes were a non-event, 
the Screen Actors Guild Awards 
will be Hollywood’s first major, 
televised, in-person award show 
— complete with a red carpet and 
teary-eyed speeches — this year.

Screen Actors Guild Awards to 
offer Oscars preview

While the Academy Awards 
aren’t mandating vaccination 
for presenters (just attendees), 
it’s required for the SAG Awards, 
which are voted on by the 
Hollywood actors’ guild SAG-
AFTRA. One actor in the cast of the 
Paramount series “Yellowstone,” 
Forrie J. Smith, has said he won’t 
attend because he isn’t vaccinated.

“Hamilton” trio Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Leslie Odom Jr. and 
Daveed Diggs will open the 
ceremony. Kate Winslet is to 
present the actors’ lifetime 
achievement award to Mirren, a 
five-time SAG Award winner.

A starry group of nominees — 
including Will Smith, Lady Gaga, 
Denzel Washington, Nicole 
Kidman and Ben Affleck — will 
make sure the SAG Award don’t 

lack for glamour. Five films are 
nominated for the SAG Awards’ 
top honor, best ensemble: 
Kenneth Branagh’s “Belfast,” 
Sian Heder’s coming-of-age 
drama “CODA,” Adam McKay’s 
apocalypse comedy “Don’t Look 
Up,” Ridley Scott’s high-camp 
“House of Gucci” and Reinaldo 
Marcus Green’s family tennis 
drama “King Richard.”

The leading Oscar nominee, Jane 
Campion’s “The Power of the Dog,” 
failed to land a best ensemble 
nominations but three of its actors 
— Benedict Cumberbatch, Kirsten 
Dunst and Kodi Smit-McPhee — 
are up for individual awards.

Winning best ensemble doesn’t 
automatically make a movie the 
Oscar favorite, but actors hold 
the largest sway because they 
constitute the largest percentage 
of the Academy of Motion Pictures 
Arts and Sciences. Last year, the 
actors chose Aaron Sorkin’s 1960s 
courtroom drama “The Trial of the 
Chicago 7,” while best picture at 
the Oscars went to “Nomadland.” 
The year before, SAG’s pick of 
“Parasite” presaged the Oscar 
winner.

In the television categories, Apple 
TV+’s “Ted Lasso” comes in with a 
leading five nominations, closely 
trailed by HBO’s “Succession,” 
Apple’s “The Morning Show” and 
Netflix’s much-watched “Squid 
Game” — all of which are up for 
four awards.
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M
ichelle Yeoh 
has been 
performing 
her own stunts 
for most of her 

career, but a sequence on 1992’s 
Police Story 3: Supercop—released 
here in the States simply as 
Supercop in 1996—almost left the 
actress for dead.

“In Asia at that time, we don’t 
really do rehearsals, we don’t have 
weeks of preparation. We learn 
the stunt and we do it,” Yeoh tells 
Entertainment Weekly as part 
of her promo run for Everything 
Everywhere All At Once.

The sequence in question features 
Yeoh jumping from a moving 
truck into a droptop roadster 
driven by co-star Jackie Chan 
while both vehicles speed down 
a Malaysian highway. As Yeoh 
explains, the six-foot drop from the 
vehicles when they were moving 

was far more intimidating than 
when they were stationary and 
the actors were just setting up the 
shot.

Yeoh goes into detail about the 
first time they attempted the stunt 
which found Yeoh hitting the hood 
of Chan’s car and then hitting 
the ground. “The windscreen 
was supposed to shatter, and 
that would have helped me 
have a break,” she says. “But the 
windscreen didn’t shatter, I had 
nowhere to hold onto, and I kept 
sliding off the car.”

Yeoh hit the ground and thankfully 
came out unscathed. Chan was 
ready to call it quits for the day, but 
Yeoh convinced the film’s director, 
Stanley Tong, to let her have one 
more go at it.

Tong—who began his career as 
a stunt man before turning to 
directing—and Yeoh went way 

back, and according to Yeoh he 
“understands the level of who I am 
and what I can and am willing to 
do.”

“When you fall off a horse, you 
jump back, right on, right away,” 
explains Yeoh. And she got it right 
on the next take.

It is a truly spectacular stunt that 
needs to be seen to be believed. 
Quentin Tarantino praised 
Supercop as having “the greatest 
stunts ever filmed in any movie 
ever,” and per tradition in Jackie 
Chan films, the outtakes over 
the end credits of Supercop will 
find audiences impressed that 
everyone survived them.

Everything Everywhere All At Once 
featuring Yeoh will have a limited 
release March 25 followed by a 
wide release on April 8.

Michelle Yeoh recalls one of her 
most death-defying stunts
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H
elen Mirren has 
had a storied 
career. A winner 
of an Academy 
Award, four 

BAFTAs, three Golden Globes, 
four Emmys and so many other 
accolades, she’s even achieved the 
esteemed Triple Crown of Acting 
(winning an Academy Award, 
Emmy, and a Tony). Not only that, 
but she’s a Dame! Yet, it came 
down to her having to plead her 
case to Vin Diesel, lover of the 
movies, to land her a spot in the 
Fast & Furious family.

In an interview with The Hollywood 
Reporter, Mirren discussed the 
true story behind her getting 
the part of Queenie, the cheeky 
matriarch of the Shaw clan who 
first appears in The Fate Of The 
Furious. “I think I was at some 
function, and he was there, and I 

got introduced to him. And I was 
shameless: ‘Oh God, I’d just love to 
be in one of your movies! Please 
let me be in it.’ And then Vin, with 
that beautiful, deep voice of his, 
said: ‘I’ll see what I can do,’” said 
Mirren.

Diesel even recalls this meeting 
from his perspective in a Fast & 
Furious 9 featurette on the Dame 
herself. After their meeting, he says 
let her know they “already have 
this script and we’re already going 
into production.” Mirren kept 
the pedal to the metal and shot 
back, “You’re the producer! Get it 
together!”

Since her initial appearance 
as Queenie in The Fate Of The 
Furious, Mirren’s East-End criminal 
has had scene-stealing moments 
in Hobbs & Shaw and F9. In the 
latter film, Mirren finally got to 

have her titular driving moment in 
a 2018 Noble M600 as she helped 
Diesel’s Dom escape from his 
brother, Jakob (John Cena). These 
type of stunts and special effects 
are what initially attracted her to 
the action series, Mirren tells the 
The Hollywood Reporter. “I love 
working and watching the art, the 
craftsmanship and the expertise 
of these people. The whole digital 
side of things, the special effects, 
is just extraordinary. Every time 
I go on set, the technology has 
advanced to another level.”

The 76-year-old actress explains it 
simply, saying, “I just loved driving 
and really wanted to do my own 
driving in a fast car.” The Dame has 
spoken.

Mirren is set to be honored with 
the Life Achievement Award at the 
SAG Awards ceremony on Feb. 27.

Helen Mirren explains why she “begged” Vin 
Diesel for a spot in the Fast & Furious films
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T
he launch of a joint 
Europe-Russian 
mission to Mars 
this year is now 
“very unlikely” due 

to sanctions linked to the war 
in Ukraine, according to the 
European Space Agency.

The agency said after a meeting 
of officials from its 22 member 
states that it was assessing the 
consequences of sanctions for 
its cooperation with Russia’s 
Roscosmos space agency.

“The sanctions and the wider 
context make a launch in 2022 
very unlikely,” for the Europe-
Russia ExoMars rover mission, the 
agency said in a statement.

The launch was already 
postponed from 2020 due to 
the coronavirus outbreak and 
technical problems. It was due 
to blast off from the Baikonur 
spaceport in Kazakhstan in 
September using a Russian 

Proton rocket. Postponing a 
launch often means waiting for 
months or years until another 
window opens when planets are 
in the right alignment.

The goal is to put Europe’s first 
rover on the red planet to help 
determine whether there has 
ever been life on Mars. A test rover 
launched in 2016 crash-landed at 
Mars, highlighting the difficulty 
of putting a spacecraft on the 
planet.

Roscosmos said it was pulling 
its personnel from the European 
spaceport in Kourou, French 
Guiana. Several European 
satellites have been launched 
with Russian rockets from there, 
and more were scheduled over 
the coming year.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said earlier this month 
that Europe needs a bolder space 
policy, arguing that its sovereignty 
is at stake if it falls behind 

rival powers in a key field for 
technology, science and military 
competitiveness.

While Europe has its own rockets 
to put satellites into orbit, it relies 
on Russian and American partners 
to send astronauts into space.

NASA’s head of space operations 
said Monday that the agency is 
operating the International Space 
Station with Russian support 
and input, as usual. Flight control 
teams are still communicating, 
training, working together, Kathy 
Lueders said.

“Obviously, we understand the 
global situation, where it is, but 
as a joint team, these teams are 
operating together,” she said.

The U.S. and Russia are the key 
operators of the space station, 
which is a partnership of five 
space agencies. Four Americans, 
two Russians and a German are 
currently at the station.

“We’ve operated in these kind 
of situations before and both 
sides always operated very 
professionally,” Lueders said.

NASA astronaut Mark Vande Hei 
is scheduled to return to Earth 
at the end of March with two 
Russians in a Soyuz capsule, and 
Lueders said that is still on track. 
Russia’s capsules were the only 
way to and from the space after 
NASA’s shuttles retired in 2011 and 
until SpaceX’s first crew flight in 
2020.

Europe’s joint Mars mission with 
Russia postponed by war
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place next year over the Pacific. 
Each is the size of a small school 
bus, weighing more than 6,000 
pounds (2,700 kilograms).

Besides observing conditions 
here on Earth, the satellites also 
monitor solar flares and the 
resulting space weather.

Despite its flaw, GOES-17 beamed 
back stunning pictures of the 
Tonga volcanic eruption in 
January. The new satellite should 
provide even better images of 
such events, according to NOAA 
scientists.

Tuesday’s Cape Canaveral liftoff 
aboard United Launch Alliance’s 
Atlas V rocket coincided with 
the opening of the so-called 
meteorological spring. The three-
month season begins March 1, as 
defined by meteorologists and 
climatologists for record-keeping. 
This year’s spring equinox falls on 
March 20.

A
merica’s newest 
weather satellite 
was launched 
to improve 
wildfire and flood 

forecasting across the western 
half of the country.

It’s the replacement for a satellite 
launched exactly four years ago, 
which ended up with a cooling 
line blockage that hindered its 
main camera.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration said 
the new model is redesigned 
to avoid the problem. It will 
be designated GOES-18 after 
reaching an equatorial orbit 
22,000 miles (36,000 kilometers) 
up. The first images should come 
next year, following months of 
testing.

This is the third in a nearly $11.7 
billion series of four weather 
satellites that are among the 

Weather satellite rockets to orbit to 
monitor US West

most advanced ever built; 
the cost includes 30 years of 
operation. The first soared in 2016 
to track Atlantic hurricanes and 
other East Coast weather, while 
the second lifted off March 1, 
2018. The fourth is set to launch 
in 2024.

The NASA-supported GOES 
satellites “provide the only 
continuous coverage of weather 
and hazardous environmental 
conditions in the Western 
Hemisphere,” said NOAA 
program director Pam Sullivan. 
“These observations are even 
more critical now in a time 
when the U.S. is experiencing a 
record number of billion-dollar 
disasters.”

GOES-17 — which is losing as 
much as 10% of its data because 
of overheating camera detectors 
— will be moved aside as an 
orbiting spare, once the newly 
launched craft is ready to take its 
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