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Destination Africa 

Destination Africa- for 
tourism, lessons 
in sustainability 
and business 

investment. 

The allure of African tourism, 
both local and international, 
has only been magnified by 
the standstill of the pandemic. 
The subsequent reopening is 
highly awaited by local and 
international populations. The 
biodiversity of the continent 
is second to none- from 
historical sites, game parks, 
wildlife reserves, mountains, 
beaches and deserts. The 
multi-terrain nature makes 
the continent a popular choice 
for local tourists looking to 
interchange backdrops and 
international tourists hoping 

EDITORIAL TEAM

mail@britishherald.com

to get a feel of this bountiful 
flora and fauna. There’s 
something for everyone- work, 
play, adventure or relax. With 
budget friendly lodges to 
luxury beach resorts and 
premium glamping sites, a 
well-rounded visit to Africa is 
sure to tick all the right boxes. 

With the guiding principles 
of responsible tourism setting 
the tone with a rollout for 
post-pandemic reopening 
by 2022, the future of African 
tourism is on the right path to 
flourish. Being at the helm of 
clean energy, Africa’s future is 
clean, green and in line with 
sustainable development. 

Africa is also an emerging 
hotspot of business 

investment. Over the past 
decade, the continent 
has made its mark on the 
world map with the leap in 
opportunities it has opened 
up for the youth and those 
aspiring to expand their 
business footprint. The post-
pandemic world will welcome 
an influx of investments 
setting it on the route for 
global domination on the 
economic front. 

Welcome to the destination of 
the future- Africa!
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W e l c o m e  t o  t h e

C
hristmas is a time of 
joy, tradition, family 
and friends. The 
excitement of the 
festive season is 

palpable in the air come November 
and lingers on till Boxing Day to 
remain well past the New Year. 
From the Christmas themed 
advertisements on the telly to the 
sparkling decorations hoisted along 
the streets, it’s a time when the 
British chill in the air is second only 
to the warmth in everyone’s hearts. 

Christmas in the UK 

For some, Christmas could mean 
an elaborate feast at lunch on 25th 
December; for others, it may mean 
celebrating the birth of Christ by 

attending midnight mass. Some 
people may just be enjoying it as 
a break from work, jetting away to 
warmer climates. No matter how 
Christmas is rung in, there’s a feeling 
of magic in the air—especially in the 
UK. 

Leafing through Christmas poetry 
from an era bygone does an efficient 
job of capturing the essence of the 
English festive season. Over the past 
century, the UK has transformed 
to accommodate an increasingly 
multicultural society- inviting newer 
interpretations of what Christmas 
here may look like. One thing is for 
sure, historically and at present, it is 
so well renowned that it is one of the 
times of the year with the highest 
influx of tourists, despite the harsh 
weather.

Baby, it’s COVID outside

If historical data from a year ago 
is any indication, the regulations 
oscillated between restrictions and 
relaxations to finally recommending 
creating and celebrating within a 
Christmas bubble. There is hope that 
the restrictions this year will be far 
more relaxed, with preparations on 
the vaccination front and controlling 
infected numbers well underway 
across the country. Staying home on 
Christmas is a great plan especially 
with the pandemic, but the allure of 
the events around the UK are hard 
to resist. It’s not impossible to have 
a responsible, very merry COVID 
Christmas, so here are a few of the 
events you can make reservations 
for and head to. 

 Season’s Greetings

WINTER 
WONDERLAND
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Christmas Markets

2020’s COVID restrictions led to the 
cancellation of all the Christmas 
Markets, so the reopening of one 
of the UK's most loved festive 
gatherings this year is highly 
anticipated. While a few markets 
(German markets in Leeds and 
Bath) remain shut for a second 
consecutive year, there are many 
others which will be open to the 
public. Here’s where you can head 
to in the run up to Christmas 2021:

► ► Hyde Park Winter Wonderland 

Starting with a Christmas Market set 
in the heart of London, the Hyde 
Park Winter Wonderland runs from 
19th November 2021 all the way up 
to 3rd January 2022. 

Head to their extremely pun-ny 
website to make a reservation and 
visit this Christmas Market that is 
a wonderland of ice skating with 
spectacular shows, enthralling 
rides, delicious food from street 
stalls, festive bars serving mulled 
wine and cold beers set against the 
soundtrack of live music.

Keep your COVID worries at bay- 
the Hyde Park Christmas Market 
is routinely sanitised and is now 

catering to a reduced capacity, with 
staggered entry timings. 

► Nottingham Christmas Market 

Last year, the Nottingham Market 
opened up but was rushed to a stop 
after just a single night, in light of the 
pandemic’s restrictions. However, 
things are looking up this year with 
the Nottingham Christmas Market 
chalked in to take place from 15th 
November 2021 to New Year’s Eve. 

With the reputation of being the 
‘best Christmas market in the UK’, 
this is one that you shouldn’t miss. 

The Nottingham Winter 
Wonderland, however, remains 
cancelled. 

With an enormous decorated 
Christmas tree, large ferris wheel 
and carousel at the centrepoint of 
the cheer, ring in a night to eat from 
the many food stalls, drink at the 
pop-up bars and be merry! 

► Winchester Cathedral Christmas 
Market

Set against an old English backdrop 
of wooden chalets, Winchester’s 
Cathedral Christmas Market is 
running from 19th November up to 

22nd December 2021. This German 
Christmas Market features stalls 
ideal for shopping, eating and 
drinking amidst beautifully lit up 
walkways echoing with Christmas 
music. 

► Birmingham Frankfurt Christmas 
Market 

Opening a lot earlier than most other 
Christmas Markets across the UK, 
the Birmingham Frankfurt Christmas 
Market opens on 4th November 
2021 running up until 9th January 
2022. 

With warmly lit food stalls and bars, 
quaint places to shop, a carousel 
and Santa figurines everywhere you 
look, it would be unwise to give this 
bustling market a miss! 

► Manchester Christmas Market

Holding the reputation for being 
the UK’s one and only capital of 
Christmas, Manchester is all set to 
get the ball rolling on its Christmas 
Market from the 12th of November 
2021. It is projected to remain open 
up until 22nd December 2021.

With several pop-up cafes and bars, 
the market is a foodie’s delight! This 
year, a special Winter Garden will 

COVER STORY
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Hyde Park Winter Wonderland Nottingham Christmas Market

Winchester Cathedral Christmas Market Birmingham Frankfurt Christmas Market 

Manchester Christmas Market Edinburgh Christmas Market

Bristol Christmas Market York Christmas Festival
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make an appearance too, deemed a 
must visit for the entire family.

► Edinburgh Christmas Market 

Lighting up East Princes Street 
Gardens from the 20th of November 
2021 to 4th of January 2022, the 
Edinburgh Christmas Market is a 
wonderful place to shop, eat, drink 
and soak in the festive ambience. 

► Bristol Christmas Market 

Watch the cheery transformation 
of Bristol City Centre before your 
very eyes from 5th November to 
22nd December 2021. With over 40 
one-of-a-kind stalls ideal for that 
last-minute Christmas shopping, 
delicious multi-cultural food and 
all-new igloo pods to ‘chill’ in as you 

nurse a drink, the Bristol Christmas 
Market looks extremely promising 
this year. 

► York Christmas Festival

St Nicholas Fair at the York 
Christmas Festival is the city’s 
answer to fabulous Christmas 
markets. Functioning from 18th 
November 2021 to the 23rd 
December 2021, the alpine chalets 
at Parliament Street and St 
Sampson’s square play host to stalls 
perfect to pick up stocking fillers 
and trinkets. 

●Hello Santa Claus! 

A visit to Santa’s grotto and taking 
a picture with the special annual 

visitor from the North Pole has been 
an unmissable event for Christmas, 
especially when kids are involved. 

After recovering from a nasty bout 
of the coronavirus last year, Santa’s 
all set to meet those who love 
him (with masks and some social 
distance, of course). Looks like 
Santa Claus doesn’t have to voyage 
around all the countries in the world 
on a single night—he’s learnt to 
delegate. 

Here’s where you can catch a 
glimpse of (and perhaps, even take 
a photo with) Father Christmas! 
Without a doubt, Lapland comes 
most highly recommended but at 
a princely sum. The London Zoo, 
Christmas at Kew Gardens and 
Marsh Farm in Essex are other great 

COVER STORY
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options to consider. Remember to 
book online in advance and have a 
brilliant time!  

●It’s Showtime 
(Christmas Shows in the 
UK)
Watching a pantomime or a 
Christmas show is a classic British 
way to invoke those unmistakable 
Christmas feels. With the lockdown 
lull from last year, pantomimes 
are all set to be back and bigger 
this year. A family favourite show 
is The Nutcracker replete with 
fabulous dance, enthralling music, 
spectacular sets and colourful 
costumery. There are two versions 
of this festive ballet performance 
that you could choose to attend. 
Musicals that kids would love or the 
array of performances at the Royal 
Albert Hall are also a wonderful 
option.

Best Christmas Tree 
Displays in the UK 
Whether you’re looking for a 
quintessential Christmas tree 
decoration or something that 
brings out the quirk, London never 
disappoints. Head out to Covent 
Garden, Trafalgar Square or Windsor 
Castle if you’re a fan of towering 
Christmas trees decorated in a 
traditional fashion. Wembley Park, St 
Pancras International Station, Liberty 
London and Claridge’s Hotel opted 
for the unconventional a year ago, so 
we’ll have to wait and watch what’s 
in store from them this year. 

●Do it like the Royals do? 

The British public is accustomed to 
the telecast of the annual Christmas 
message from the Queen. With 
the pandemic putting a damper on 
their usual festivities last year and 

the death of Prince Philip this year, 
little is known on how the Palace 
will celebrate. There’s a vibrant 
history to Christmas festivities at 
Windsor. From the annual Christmas 
cards sent out to a royal mailing 
list, a traditional Christmas lunch 
and dinner as well as the ornately 
decorated trees, a royal Christmas is 
not so different (extravagance aside) 
from what you and I are used to. 

A Magical Christmas 
(Hogwarts Christmas) 

If magic is on the menu this 
Christmas and living like the witches 
and wizards in Harry Potter would 
is something you’ve wanted to do, 
then get set for a magical Christmas. 
Hogwarts in the Snow is a feature 
at the Warner Bros Studio, London 
happening from 12th November 
2021 up to 16th January 2022. The 
Forbidden Forest is now open 

COVER STORY
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for entry- after a stunning Winter 

Wonderland transformation! The 

forest is just one of many sets that 

you can visit and enjoy this festive 

season. Make a reservation ahead 

of time so you don’t miss out on the 

magic! 

A Destination Christmas 

Christmas holidays warrant a 

vacation- so keep safe and head 

out on one along with your loved 

ones! While some people enjoy 

celebrating at home, others couldn’t 

be bothered with the housekeeping 

that follows. The solution to that 

would be a destination Christmas! 

Be warned of the higher rates, 

though. 

Book a staycation locally if you just 
want to spend a few days away from 
being cooped up at home. If you’re 
feeling particularly adventurous, 
head out on a trip somewhere you 
fancy- warmer weather is always 
welcome! 

●Mark your (Advent) 
Calendars 

There’s something for everyone with 
an advent calendar! Treat yourself to 
an early Christmas present this year 
and offer an edge to your fervent 
anticipation with a countdown to 
Christmas day! 

With the increasing popularity of 
advent calendars featuring little 
windows depicting the Nativity 

scene with mini presents in the 
line up to Christmas, there’s a wide 
variety to choose from. For the 
beauty enthusiasts, all of the major 
skincare and makeup brands launch 
specially curated advent calendars. 
For the foodies, enjoy premium 
chocolates, snacks or liquor- one 
a day until Christmas. You could 
even get your little ones toy advent 
calendars with their favourite 
characters. 

The Season of Giving 

Christmas is often called the season 
of giving- gifting within family and 
friend circles is a common practice, 
but what if you were to widen 
that bubble. Consider donating to 
charitable institutions that resonate 

COVER STORY
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with your beliefs. Why not gift a 
smile to someone who needs it, this 
Christmas? 

Joy to the World: 
Around the World

If one was to look at the bigger 
picture, Christmas traditions in 
the UK are pretty straightforward. 
Across the globe, there are so many 
customs followed on this very same 
day- some heartwarming, some 
commercial and others, outright 
whacky! 

Let’s take a look some of British 
Herald’s favourites: 

- The animal that one may first 
associate with Christmas is the 

reindeer, but the Swedes’ mind may 
conjure up the Yule goat. This urban 
tradition began in 1966 and has led to 
an adjunct tradition- burning down of 
the 13-meter tall Yule Goat sculpture! 

- Who doesn’t love the traditional 
Christmas roast with trimmings? 
Japan has a slightly different idea 
when it comes to a Christmas meal, 
though. A bucket of KFC! Talk about 
a successful marketing campaign. 
We hear that people are willing to 
wait in lines for over two hours to 
get a bucket of the Colonel’s special 
chicken. 

- Not many may confuse Christmas 
and Halloween, but a Christmas visit 
to Austria may have you thinking that 
you’ve managed to time travel to two 
months ago! Have you been naughty 

or nice? Masked people dress up as 
Krampus, an evil friend of St Nicholas 
also known as Bad Santa, in order 
to capture and bag away those who 
have been naughty. 

- We all know and celebrate 
Christmas in December; but the 
Australians down under celebrate 
Christmas in July on the 25th! Our 
friends in the Southern Hemisphere 
are most likely to enjoy a summery 
25th December with a barbeque. 

One thing is for certain, though- no 
matter where in the world you 
live, Christmas is a time meant to 
be spent with family and friends, 
surrounded by love. The team at 
British Herald wishes you and your 
family a very merry Christmas and a 
blessed New Year!
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Aside from the 
3,000-strong 
audience inside Al 
Wasl Plaza, millions 

across the globe tuned in 
to virtually view the eagerly 
awaited event. With the 
golden ring of connectivity – 
the inspiration for the Expo 
2020 Dubai logo – raised to 
the trellis of the magnificent 
Al Wasl Plaza, the beating 
heart of the Expo site and the 
spectacular setting for the 
captivating ceremony, the 
most inclusive World Expo ever 
was officially underway.

In addition to music from 
some of the most influential 
artists on the planet and a 

beautiful live orchestra, a 
sensory overload of powerful 
visuals was beamed across 
Al Wasl Plaza’s dome, the 
world’s largest 360-degree 
projection screen. More than 
3,000 lighting fixtures, 1,000 
speakers, 1,300 costumes 
and buckets of passion and 
emotion from every one of 
the 1,000-plus participating 
performers and volunteers also 
contributed to a one-of-a-kind 
spectacle of masterful artistic 
collaboration.

His Excellency Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
UAE Minister of Tolerance 
and Coexistence and 
Commissioner General of Expo 

2020 Dubai, welcomed the 
world to Expo 2020 Dubai – 
and to the UAE – in his speech, 
saying: “Expo 2020 Dubai will 
provide a significant platform 
for all people to connect, 
discuss and work together. 
Together, we will convey, from 
the UAE to the world, on our 
50th anniversary, a message 
of tolerance, coexistence and 
peace; a message of progress, 
prosperity and growth; a 
message of brotherhood, 
happiness and an unwavering 
will to create a brighter future 
for everyone.”

Dimitri S. Kerkentzes, Secretary 
General, Bureau International 
des Expositions (BIE), said: “All 

Expo 2020’s masterful Opening 
Ceremony unites millions 

around the world
A glittering line-up of stars helped welcome the world to Expo 2020 Dubai, 

decorating an Opening Ceremony that will be remembered forever

DUBAI EXPO
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the world is coming together, 
for the first time since the 
pandemic began, to connect, 
to exchange and to learn 
on this extraordinary global 
stage. The time has now come 
to open Expo 2020 Dubai, 
an Expo that marks the era, 
that plays a defining role in 
the global recovery, and that 
contributes to a better future.”

The flags of Expo’s 192 
participating nations, revealed 
via a domino effect as flags 
were opened one by one, was 
a proud and visually stunning 
moment that also signified a 
reawakening of the world.

It was celebrated tenor Andrea 
Bocelli who brought the house 
down, rounding off the night’s 
electrifying proceedings with 
one of his all-time classics, 
The Prayer, its lyrics of human 
connection crescendoing into 
the grand finale.

With more than 80 million 
albums under his belt, classical 
music's biggest-selling living 
artist said that performing 
at Expo 2020 was a “great 
honour” and that his presence 
at Al Wasl “reflects all of the 
affection my audience has 
been giving me for many years 
and I hope to give it back”.

Andrea Bocelli said: “We have 
all gone through a year that no 
one could ever have imagined. 
For a year, we have lost the 

essentials, our freedom in 
and, in a sense, and even our 
dignity. Now we finally see 
the light and I hope that this 
event will also help to instil in 
everyone a sense of optimism, 
a desire to achieve and to put 
what has been behind us.”

Before that, chart-topping 
British vocalist Ellie Goulding 
belted out a resounding, 
uplifting version of Anything 
Can Happen; Andra Day 
enraptured the audience 
with Rise Up; Chinese concert 
pianist Lang Lang wowed with 
his wizardry; and four-time 
Grammy winning singer-
songwriter Angelique Kidjo, 
together with renowned Saudi 
singer Mohammed Abdu, 
sang John Legend’s powerful 
If You’re Out There?, with its 
moving lyrics imploring the 
world to join together.

Other highlights included 
the official Expo song, This 
Is Our Time, sung by Arab 
artists Hussain Al Jassmi, 
Almas and Mayssa Karaa, 
while Emirati singing 
sensation Ahlam Alshamsi 
completed the formidable 
regional line-up. The artistic 
prowess of Oscar-winning 
composer A.R. Rahman’s 
all-women ensemble, the 
Firdaus Orchestra, comprising 
50 musicians from across 
the Arab world, also proved a 
pivotal part of the ceremony’s 

inspiring journey.

Scott Givens, Executive 
Producer, Expo 2020 Opening 
Ceremony, who co-curated 
and co-produced the show 
with Franco Dragone, Artistic 
Director, said: “We picked 
artists that had songs that 
belonged in the ceremony 
and that tied in with Expo’s 
themes.

“Of course, we wanted to 
represent the world, we 
wanted to be plural and we 
wanted to reflect the diversity 
of our planet. I'm very proud 
of the combination of talent 
that we've brought together 
to do this and the way they've 
executed the story.”

A feeling of warmth, respect, 
togetherness and camaraderie 
was palpable throughout 
the celebration, which also 
demonstrated that the world 
is primed and ready to re-
embrace live events. The 
stage is now set for Expo 2020 
Dubai to host the biggest 
cultural gathering in the 
world, presenting a visually 
striking and emotionally 
inspiring 182 days, as more 
than 200 participants – 
including nations, multilateral 
organisations, businesses, 
and educational institutions, 
as well as millions of visitors 
– create the largest and most 
diverse World Expo ever.

DUBAI EXPO
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As Expo 2020 Dubai 
marks its first full day, 
His Excellency Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak 

Al Nahayan, UAE Minister of 
Tolerance and Coexistence 
Commissioner General of Expo 
2020 Dubai, has officially opened 
the site’s Sustainability Portal in a 
special ceremony.

His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan 
said: “As Expo 2020 Dubai 
welcomes the world for the 
first time, it is my pleasure to 
officially open the doors of the 
Sustainability Portal.

“After a turbulent year for 
mankind, we are excited to be 

finally able to reveal the first 
World Expo ever to be held in the 
Arab world. As we stand at the 
gateway to a new start, now is 
the perfect time for the world to 
reassess where we are headed 
and determine what is important, 
and Expo 2020 is the perfect 
catalyst for this conversation over 
the next six months.

“We are looking forward to 
welcoming the millions of visitors 
who will pass through these 
portals and will witness the broad 
range of exciting insights and 
creative innovations developed by 
the 192 Country Pavilions.”

The Expo Entry Portals, designed 

by celebrated London-based 
architect Asif Khan, provide the 
stunning first touchpoints for 
millions of visitors to Expo 2020, 
with one standing at each of 
the three Thematic Districts 
(Opportunity, Mobility and 
Sustainability).

Expo 2020 is the biggest 
cultural gathering in the world, 
presenting a visually striking and 
emotionally-inspiring 182 days, 
as more than 200 participants 
– including 192 nations, plus 
multilateral organisations, 
businesses and educational 
institutions, as well as millions of 
visitors – create the largest and 
most diverse World Expo ever.

His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak 
Al Nahayan officially opens Expo 2020 

Dubai’s Sustainability Portal

DUBAI EXPO
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Excitement levels 
were already high 
before the gates were 
opened at 10am at the 

Sustainability Entry Portal, with 
visitors lining up after travelling 
from all over the UAE and around 
the world to be among the first 
to see Expo 2020.

“I woke up at 6am,” said 17-year-
old Mubarak Salah Al Hemeiri, 
who came with his family from 
Al Ain, Abu Dhabi emirate, and 
planned to spend the whole 
day at the Expo site. “I don’t use 
social media. I came here to get 
my own first impression. I’m so 
excited. I couldn’t imagine seeing 
this city in the middle of the 
desert.”

Dubai-based Fabio Berti, from 
Italy, was also among the early 
birds, alongside his wife and 
children. “I am very happy to 
finally be able to see the Expo. I 
have been waiting a long time for 
this.”

It was a sentiment shared by 
Viju Kumar, a UAE resident for 
the past 15 years who visited 
Expo with his wife, Nirmala, after 
driving from Abu Dhabi. “We 
have been waiting for this since 
last year. We are excited to see 
what’s inside. We’ll stay here 
for the whole day,” Kumar said. 

Nirmala travelled to the UAE 
from India to spend a holiday 
with her husband and see 
Expo 2020. Metra Jayakumar, a 
network engineer who works 
in Dublin, Ireland, also travelled 
to Dubai on holiday and to visit 
Expo 2020 with her husband, 
Sid, a business analyst. “I came 
to Expo to explore!”

Desmond Hayes, also from 
Ireland, was awed at seeing 
the world in one place. “I 
am here on vacation and 
have visited several different 
countries at Expo… The place in 
itself is amazing,” he said. “The 
construction is unbelievable.”

“Making something from 
nothing” is how Cara 
Fernando, a digital marketing 
entrepreneur from the 
Philippines, referred to how 
Dubai has developed the Expo 
site from scratch. “It’s amazing 
… so vibrant,” she said. “We are 
going to stay here till tonight 
to also watch the fireworks.”

Shaun Warner, who attended 
with his wife and two children, 
said that making something 
from nothing is “the story of 
Dubai” and exclaimed that the 
Expo site is “fantastic!”

“I came here to see the world 

in one place,” said Farrahana 
Hashim, an Abu Dhabi resident 
from Malaysia who was with 
her husband and four children. 
Education was on the agenda for 
Monica Adamin, who brought 
a group of students for an awe-
inspiring learning experience. “We 
are bringing students all the way 
from Italy to take part in some 
educational laboratories inside 
the Italy Pavilion. So, we’ll have a 
general look of the Expo and for the 
next three or four days, we will be 
working in the pavilion,” she said.

Business was the priority for Atik 
Roman, originally from Bangladesh, 
who travelled from Florida, USA, 
and said that he “came here to 
see what kind of opportunities for 
investment are available”.

With up to 60 live events each day 
and more than 200 pavilions, the 
Expo site is coming alive during 
its 182-day feast for the senses. Its 
dynamic, diverse and ever-changing 
entertainment programme 
features an array of internationally 
celebrated names and the sounds, 
rhythms and sights of a global cast 
of performers.

Expo 2020 Dubai is open every day 
until 31 March 2022, from 10am 
to midnight from Saturday to 
Wednesday and 10am to 2am on 
Thursday and Friday. 

First impressions from visitors
first day at the Expo 2020
As Expo 2020 Dubai opened its doors to the world, crowds 

flocked to the spectacular site, eager to witness first-hand the 
first day of the first World Expo in the region

DUBAI EXPO
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The European Union 
celebrated its Honour 
Day at Expo 2020 
Dubai on 23rd October 
with a host of cultural 

performances across the site, 
culminating in a captivating gala 
of classical music and dance at 
Dubai Millennium Amphitheatre.

A delegation led by His Excellency 
Margaritis Schinas, Vice President 
of the European Commission 
was welcomed by Her Excellency 
Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister 
of State for International 
Cooperation and Director General, 
Expo 2020 Dubai, and Najeeb 
Mohammed Al-Ali, Executive 
Director, Commissioner General 

Office, Expo2020 Dubai, at the 
official EU Honour Day ceremony 
at Al Wasl Plaza.

Najeeb Mohammed Al Ali said: 
“Since the establishment of the 
UAE Embassy in Brussels in 1976, 
relations between the UAE and 
the EU have seen significant 
growth, based on common 
political and economic objectives 
We consider the EU to be a 
strategic partner in the growth 
of the GCC region and one of the 
major trading blocs with the UAE.

“We are pleased to see the 
EU committed to Expo 2020 
Dubai. From the beginning and 
throughout the six months of 

European Union Celebrates  
Its Honour Day At Expo 2020  

With Captivating Gala Of Music And Dance

this global event, we look forward 
to witnessing EU programmes 
and events that focus on fields 
of mutual interest, including 
renewable energy, green 
economy and climate change.”

HE Schinas attended a range of 
events, including the EU-Gulf 
Cooperation Council Business 
Forum, where delegates 
discussed accelerating post-
pandemic recovery and 
cooperative efforts between the 
EU and GCC governments and 
private sectors.

Speaking later in the day, HE 
Margaritis Schinas said: “We’re 
delighted that all our 27 Member 
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States have such a powerful and 
impressive presence in Expo 
2020, with very dynamic pavilions, 
many of which I visited today. This 
is a sign of our willingness to be 
present as humanity switches 
back to normal.

“This is a fantastic platform 
that the UAE gave the world by 
organising this amazing Expo. So 
my presence here on [EU Honour 
Day] has precisely this meaning. 
First, to support team Europe, 
because we are a team, but also 
to transmit the message to the 
authorities of the United Arab 
Emirates today here in Dubai 
… the UAE, and the Gulf region, 
we have so many common 
challenges together, and we are 
ready to do it together.”

National Days and Honour Days 
at Expo 2020 Dubai are moments 
to celebrate each of Expo’s 200-

plus International Participants, 
shining a light on their culture 
and achievements.

The EU Honour Day included a 
raft of events across EU member 
pavilions, including musical 
interludes at the Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Lithuania, Portugal and Romania 
Pavilions, as well as site-wide 
‘Opera Corner’ performances 
featuring young talent from 
across Europe. HE Schinas also 
addressed ‘Global Harmonies’, 
a panel discussion on music, 
arts and solidarity that brought 
together leading names in 
European music at the Terra 
Auditorium.

The Austria Pavilion launched a 
photo exhibition, A Partnership 
of Respect, showcasing the 
partnership between the 
EU and the UNIDO (United 

Nations Industrial Development 
Organization) through the eyes 
of journalist and photographer – 
and UNIDO Goodwill Ambassador 
– Elisabetta Lattanzio Illy, while 
the Spain Pavilion hosted 
an interactive and dynamic 
workshop on ‘Men in Feminism 
and Co-Responsibility’.

The packed day of events 
culminated with a 70-minute gala 
performance featuring an eclectic 
mix of traditional orchestral 
music and contemporary dance, 
including EU anthem Ode to Joy.

Running until 31 March 2022, 
Expo 2020 has invited visitors 
from across the planet to join 
the making of a new world in a 
six-month celebration of human 
creativity, innovation, progress 
and culture.
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Amid the star-
studded cast 
that brought to 
life Expo 2020 

Dubai’s Opening Ceremony, 
one young – and up until 
now relatively unknown – 
performer stole the hearts of 
the audience.

Mira Singh, who has a 
Belarusian mother and an 
Indian father, was born in 
Dubai, and she couldn’t be 
prouder to be involved in this 
incredible piece of history, at 
the curtain call of the biggest 
event ever held in the Arab 
world.

The show’s Executive Producer 
and co-curator, Scott Givens, 
explained of the Opening 
Ceremony: “Our wise old sage 

in the show is a 90-year-old 
woman who wakes up every 
day as a 12-year-old girl. Mira is 
this girl and she has exceeded 
my expectations of what was 
possible for a young, talented 
volunteer.”

Mira takes us on her inspiring 
Expo journey, where she 
played the part of a young 
local girl observing the 
challenges of today and 
representing hope for the 
future…

Have you always been 
passionate about 
performing?

Yes, I have always loved it. 
I’ve wanted to do it all my 
life and started doing shows, 
commercials and modelling 

A star is born at Expo 2020 Dubai’s 
Opening Ceremony

Expo 2020 Dubai’s all-women orchestra, conducted 
by Yasmina Sabbah, is made up of 50 musicians 

from 23 countries across the Arab world

aged six. I recently did adverts 
for Aldar Properties and for 
Ikea. And I’ve done a lot of car 
adverts. I really wanted to be 
a part of Expo and auditioned 
with agents from FiveCurrents.

Do you prefer singing, 
dancing or acting? Or all of 
it?

I do it all! I enjoy all types 
of dance – Indian dance, 
contemporary dance and hip-
hop, and I also love to sing and 
act.

Have you done any big shows 
before this?

Yes, I have. [I performed for a 
previous] UAE National Day 
and I’m shortlisted to do the 
50th National Day. The big one 
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for the UAE’s Jubilee Year!

Is it a struggle to fit in all 
this extra work around your 
schooling?

It is sometimes tricky fitting 
it all in around my schooling, 
but my principal is very 
understanding. I’m at JSS 
International School at JVC.

What has been the highlight 
of working on one of the 
world’s biggest ever opening 
ceremonies?

The opportunity to learn more, 
to develop my dance moves 
and to meet new, incredible 
people. I’ve not only met lots of 
famous people, but have also 
been lucky enough to work 
with them, which has been 
so exciting. It’s an opportunity 
I am incredibly grateful for. I 
love Andra Day and Lang Lang 
– a lot – because I also play the 
piano. And, of course, Andrea 
Bocelli – his voice is incredible.

What has been the most 
challenging part of this 
experience?

I don’t really find it challenging 
because it’s what I love doing 
and I already have experience 
in it. It’s fun! I usually rehearse 
from around 4.30pm-10.00pm 
and I love every minute of it. 
We’ve been rehearsing since 

June.

What was your favourite part 
of the ceremony?

I love the part where I find the 
ghaf seed – the seed for the 
UAE tree – and I get lifted high 
up with the seed. And then it 
gets planted in Al Wasl garden. 
The single seed is a symbol of 
hope, which erupts in bursts of 
green. The performers around 
me are dressed in flower-
inspired costumes joined by 
spinning Tanoura dancers 
and a 15-metre-high ghaf tree 
rises from the centre of the 
stage. Andrea Bocelli sings 
for the grand finale. It’s all so 
beautiful.

What was the best thing 
about working with the co-
curators and producers of 
the show, Scott Givens and 
Franco Dragone? What did 
you learn from them?

I learnt the importance of 
being kind and humble. It’s 
such an honour that such 
famous people know me 
now – and also like me a lot. It 
actually makes me speechless. 
When I think about it, it’s just 
‘wow!’

What does Expo 2020 mean 
to you?

It’s an opportunity for people 

and businesses to showcase 
their products and inventions 
to the rest of the world. It’s 
going to be really exciting to 
discover all the amazing new 
inventions being brought to 
life at Expo.

Which pavilions are you most 
excited to see?

I’ll definitely go to the UAE 
Pavilion first as it looks 
amazing. And then China, 
Egypt and Russia. And of 
course India and Belarus!

Why do you think everyone 
should visit Expo?

To see all the hard work that 
has been put in by every single 
person who has contributed 
to Expo. What they have done 
here is huge – and everyone 
needs to see it. The whole site 
is looking really beautiful and 
I can’t wait for the pavilions to 
open.

What do you love about living 
in Dubai?

I enjoy going to the beach, to 
the malls – I love shopping 
– and hanging out with my 
friends. I’ll get to see them a 
bit more now the Opening 
Ceremony is over…
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Digitalisation and 
connectivity are 
crucial to ensuring 
rural areas are 
attractive places to 

live and work, and securing their 
future prosperity, according to 
global experts speaking during 
Expo 2020’s Urban and Rural 
Development Week.

“In today’s world, digital 
connectivity is as vital an 
infrastructure as water supply,” 
said Dubravka Šuica, Vice-
President of the European 

Commission and European 
Commissioner for Democracy and 
Demography.

“In a variety of ways, rural areas 
are our source of life. Rural 
areas provide our food security. 
Rural areas provide us with 
biodiversity. They are the basis 
for a green and sustainable 
economic development. They also 
provide us with many renewable 
resources,” she said at the Rural 
areas in 2040: Addressing global 
challenges of rural areas with 
Smart Villages event, organised 

Connectivity Is Key: How Smart 
Villages Address Global Challenges Of 

Rural Communities

by the 2021 Slovenian Presidency 
of the Council of the European 
Union (EU).

“We need a robust policy 
approach to close the gaps for 
rural areas and to harness their 
potential. We need to connect our 
rural areas with their surrounding 
areas and also with the cities in 
a sustainable way. This will help 
facilitate business creation.”

While focusing on the EU’s Long 
Term Vision for Rural Areas, Šuica 
stressed the need for a global, 
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participatory approach to creating 
stronger, more connected, 
resilient, prosperous rural areas.

“Our rural areas are a hive 
of activity and a source of 
tremendous vitality and renewal. 
We must embrace and enhance 
their attractive, vibrant and 
dynamic character,” she said.

“The world itself is a village. 
So, while, of course, the Vision 
focuses on EU territories, our 
rural areas share challenges and 
opportunities with many other 
rural areas across the globe. With 
this Vision, there is enormous 
potential for an exchange and 
sharing of best practices across 
our global village, for our global 
village.”

Matic Volk, Commissioner General 
of the Republic of Slovenia, Expo 
2020 Dubai, said: “Smart villages 
focus on many new technological 
solutions and smart agriculture. 
For example, digital platforms 
connect farmers and consumers 
to enable a short supply chain. We 
also need connectivity to develop 
tourism, which brings new jobs 
into rural areas.”

During the Urbanisation as 
catalyst for development 
discussion, part of the Urban and 
Rural Development Business 
Forum held at Dubai Exhibition 
Centre (DEC), Honourable Tatjana 
Matić, Minister of Trade, Tourism, 
and Telecommunications, Serbia, 
discussed how the Serbian 
government is working with 
the private sector to develop 
broadband infrastructure in the 
most rural areas. Hon Matić said: 
“Today, more and more people 

want to go somewhere but not in 
the big cities. They want to travel 
to the rural areas, but they want to 
be connected. They want to have 
digital services.”

During Population Shifts: 
Balancing Urban and Rural 
Development, Sanjay Dutt, 
Joint Chairman, FICCI Real 
Estate Committee, Managing 
Director & CEO, Tata Realty and 
Infrastructure Limited revealed 
how digitalisation has enabled 
India to leapfrog from having 
practically no internet in rural 
areas to widespread mobile 
coverage, connecting the rural 
economy to the national grid of 
the economy.

Dutt said: “Even the poorest 
person can afford a smartphone 
and connect with the national 
grid of the government. Look 
at the drive of the COVID-19 
vaccination, all controlled through 
one app across the country: 
Getting more than one billion 
people vaccinated is quite a 
challenge in itself – digitalisation 
is one key initiative.”

The consequences of 
digitalisation have also had a 
huge impact on the agriculture 
sector, Dutt added: “Who would 
have thought that farmers can 
actually go online and sell their 
stock to a global multinational 
corporation, instead of going to 
a local marketplace and carrying 
their produce, which will often 
get destroyed because of lack 
of infrastructure and facilities? 
Having a strong internet of things 
and policy reforms has made a 
huge difference.”

Technology and artificial 
intelligence (AI) are key to 
driving the digitalisation of rural 
economies. “AI and other digital 
technologies can help us face 
the demographic, economic 
and environmental challenges 
of the agriculture sector. AI and 
robotics can improve efficiency 
and economic and environmental 
sustainability. They can help 
make rural living, smart villages 
and farming more attractive to 
younger generations,” Šuica said.

AI and other technologies can 
also support older generations 
in rural communities. Šuica 
added: “Indeed, ageing can 
be the spark for creating new 
developments. We must grasp 
the economic opportunities and 
the innovative character of the 
silver economy. I am thinking here 
about innovative technologies, 
products and services, including 
in the health sector, that the 
silver economy is capable of 
generating.”

The opportunities and challenges 
of smart villages – a concept 
co-initiated and co-created 
by the EU and others, about 
citizens taking ownership and 
responsibility – were discussed 
by global industry players, 
institutional representatives and 
politicians at Expo 2020 Dubai’s 
Terra – The Sustainability Pavilion 
on the second day of Urban & 
Rural Development Week, in co-
operation with UN-Habitat and 
The Executive Council of Dubai, as 
part of the Programme for People 
and Planet.
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Ancestral Approaches Key To Protecting Mother 
Earth After Sustaining The Indigenous For  

“Time Immemorial”, Elder Says

H
aving sustained 
indigenous 
communities for 
centuries, ancestral 
teachings and practices 

have a unique role in preserving 
Mother Earth today,believes 
Grandmother Mona Polacca, a 
senior tribal leader and a founding 
member of a worldwide coalition of 
indigenous women.

“The council is deeply concerned 
about the destruction of Mother 
Earth,” Polacca, who is Hopi/
Havasupai/Tewa elder and Chair of 
the International Council of Thirteen 
Indigenous Grandmothers, said 
at an Expo 2020 Dubai event that 
examined global systems through 
the lens of indigenous cultures. The 
aim was to better collaborate with 
nature, explore the long-standing 
relationship between the natural 
world and human communities, and 
examine innovative nature-based 
solutions to shared challenges.

The elder led the morning 
session, ‘In Conversation: Nature’s 
Community’, and spoke on how 
indigenous people depend on 
nature, and therefore remain 
committed to preserving it: “The 
indigenous people still follow 
the teachings of our ancestors. 
We follow practices and beliefs 
that have sustained us from time 
immemorial.”

Citing the current generation’s 
duty to “preserve life” and decide 
what we give our children and 
grandchildren, Polacca added: “We 
uphold original instructions on how 
to maintain the sacred relationship 
with what Mother Earth has given 
us, especially water… we depend 
on prayer for our needs. We pray 
for rain and [the] rain comes.We 
are happy that indigenous people’s 
voices [are] being recognised. Our 
beliefs still have relevance today.”

The International Council of Thirteen 
Indigenous Grandmothers first came 

together in October 2004, gathering 
as a new global alliance from areas 
of North America, including the 
Alaskan tundra and the Black Hills 
of South Dakota, Central America, 
Tibet, Nepal, and the rainforest of 
Central Africa.

Expo international participants New 
Zealand and Costa Rica were also 
part of event, held as part of ‘Urban 
and Rural Development Week’, one 
of 10 Theme Weeks under Expo’s 
Programme for People and Planet.

“Listening and tuning into the deep 
and innate connection we have with 
nature can help unlock solutions 
to many of the world’s current 
challenges,” said Clayton Kimpton, 
New Zealand’s Commissioner-
General to Expo 2020, responding 
to various questions related to the 
Theme Week topic. “Understanding 
and then, importantly, trusting the 
world’s indigenous cultures to guide 
this process is critical to long term 
and sustainable change.”
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Ireland’s Samhain Festival Kicks Off Expo 
2020’S Halloween Celebrations, With 

Spooky Treats, DJs And Yoga

T
he Expo Players, the in-
house ensemble of the 
Ireland Pavilion at Expo 
2020 Dubai, brought the 
audience to their feet 

at the Jubilee Stage with a mixed 
repertoire of traditional Irish music 
as part of their ‘Halloween Samhain’ 
celebrations.

Samhain is a Gaelic festival marking 
the end of the harvest season and 
the start of winter. The Expo Players 
took the audience on a celebration 
of Irish music, from its most pure 
and intimate to its most raucous and 
modern.

Expo 2020 Dubai has lined up a 
raft of Halloween events over the 
next few days. These include a 
Halloween doughnut demo at Bread 
Ahead Bakery and School in the 
Mobility Zone, where visitors can 
enjoy a delicious doughnut or pizza 
while watching a free demonstration. 
The same venue will host ‘A Creepy 
Halloween Workshop’ with the 
master-bakers teaching visitors to 
make the tastiest dough eyeballs 
and mouth-watering pumpkin-
spiced muffins.

Mudra Halloween, an all-day 
Halloween Party with different local 

DJs and stunning rooftop views, 

kicking off at the Sustainability 

Pavilion at 1000, while the Dubai 

Millennium Amphitheatre will host 

Halloween @ Expo – ‘A Musical 

Halloween’ – a 60-minute all-

singing, all-dancing rock opera 

spectacular, featuring the most 

famous fright night soundtracks at 

1900 and 2100.

For a slightly more serene 

experience, head to the Global 

Fitness Stage at the Sports, Fitness 

and Wellbeing Hub at 2010  for 

Halloween Yoga by Maya Blu.
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Expo 2020 Dubai Declares First Month  
‘A Huge Success’, With 2.35 Million Visits 

During October

E
xpo 2020 Dubai organisers 
have hailed the first month 
of the event as a “huge 
success”, announcing an 
impressive 2,350,868 visits 

from 1-31 October, with a host of 
memorable events, entertainment 
and seminars attracting people from 
the UAE, region and beyond.

So far, 28 per cent of visitswere made 
by persons under 18 years old, but 
this figure is expected to grow as the 
Expo School Programme expands 
during the cooler months ahead.

Taking a global overview, an 
impressive 17 per cent of the total 

visits came from overseas, which 
was notable considering the event 
takes place when many countries 
are still operating pandemic travel 
restrictions.Expo has counted 185 
nationalities through its gates, with 
the top five most popular overseas 
markets consisting of India, Germany, 
France, Saudi Arabia and the UK.

The majority of visitors intend to visit 
multiple times, with more than half 
(53 per cent) holding a Season Pass, 
more than a quarter (27 per cent) 
entering with a Multi-Day Pass and 20 
per cent entering on a one-day ticket.

In keeping with Expo 2020’s 

sustainability aims, an impressive 
amount of people have travelled 
to and around the site using RTA 
transport methods. From a total of 
almost 3.6 million total journeys, 
more than 1.1 million trips were made 
to and from the site using the Dubai 
Metro.

The opening 31 days also saw the 
first two Thematic Weeks from 
Expo’s Programme for People and 
Planet, which is designed to inspire 
collective and meaningful action 
to address the world’s most critical 
challenges and opportunities. A truly 
international cast came together 
for Climate and Biodiversity Week, 
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which took place ahead of the vital 
COP26 global environment summit, 
before Space Week blasted off 
into orbit to explore how the final 
frontier can help life on Earth. Eight 
further Thematic Weeks will be held 
between now and the end of March, 
with Urban & Rural Development 
Week currently underway until 6 
November.

A total of 1938 government leaders, 
including ministers, presidents, prime 
ministers and heads of state, have 
graced the Expo site to open their 
country’s pavilions, speak at official 
events or celebrate their nation’s 
Expo National Day. And many of the 
192 Country Pavilions – the first time 
in World Expo history that every 
participating nation has its own 
pavilion – have proved especially 
popular. The Saudi Arabia Pavilion, 
one of the largest on the Expo site, 
has attracted half a million visitors 
already.

Throughout the first month, a number 
of Expo 2020 National Days and 
Honour Days were commemorated, 

with highlights including spectacular 
aerobatics from the French Air 
Force team Patrouille de France; 
Switzerland unveiling an inspiring 
supersize artwork by artist Saype; 
and international ensemble the 
Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra 
delivering a message of peace and 
understanding for UN Honour Day. 
Ticket-holders have eagerly availed 
of their Expo Passports, with 695,437 
sold in the first month, as fans 
compete to get the most country 
stamps in a single day.

A staggering 5,610 official events 
have been staged across the 
Expo site during the first month 
of operations. Crowds have been 
attracted to a stellar line-up of 
regional and international music 
artists, including Amr Diab, Kadim 
Al Sahir and Sami Yusuf. There have 
also been appearances by major 
sporting stars, from the basketball 
skills of the Harlem Globetrotters to 
the Rajasthan Royals cricket team. 
Individual countries have flown in 
musicians and performers, and 
there have been panel discussions 

featuring everyone from business 
leaders to astronauts.

As the UAE moves into its winter 
months and the weather become 
more temperate, visitor numbers 
are expected to steadily increase, 
enticed also by Expo’s ongoing 
programme of events. November 
alone will feature the conclusion of 
a week of events marking Diwali, 
Nancy Ajram and Ragheb Alama 
headlining the second of Expo’s 
Infinite Nights concert series, and 
the beginning of a packed schedule 
of celebrations for the UAE’s Golden 
Jubilee.

Bringing Expo 2020 Dubai to a global 
digital audience, the number of 
virtual visitors has amounted to 12.8 
million since 1 October.

Expo 2020 Dubai runs until 31 March 
2022, inviting the world to join a 
celebration of unity, opportunity, 
creativity and sustainability that will 
help to shape a better, brighter 
future for everyone.
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Radhe Jaggi, Classical Dancer
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Danseuse Radhe Jaggi revisits how she found her 
passion in dance and how her mind, body and soul 
were intertwined, ever since she found her calling

RADHE JAGGI  
The Quest of A Dancer 

There is a nonchalant 
aura and 
prodigiousness beyond 
her age, when young 
danseuse Radhe Jaggi, 

daughter of Sadhguru, starts 
conversing. She exudes a charm 
of being seamlessly grounded, 
probably having imbibed life 
lessons from her own father or 
being nurtured under the canopy 
of mindfulness and pursuit of 
contentment. Clad in a white 
salwar with a red dupatta and a 
bindi on her forehead, with her 
hair tied into a chignon, Radhe 
gives us a taste of her tryst with 
dance, deep-rooted love for the 

activity. And in addition to 
dance, she also learnt a little bit 
of music and mridangam. Any 
outdoor activity was thrown at 
her and she jumped right in as 
child.  That explains her interest 
in athletics, and her experiences 
as a long distance runner. She 
says, “I enjoyed dance, however, 
to be precise, it was not my early 
passion. Given that most dance 
forms are taught under a formal 
system, I did not have a sense of 
clarity if I was built for the same at 
that age.”

 After completing Class 10, Radhe 
did not feel the urge to go back to 

indigenous weaves of India, the 
recitals that left a strong imprint 
in her mind and more.

THE DANCE ITINERARY

Radhe goes on to revisit how 
she found her passion in dance 
and how her mind, body and 
soul were intertwined, ever since 
she tapped into her calling. She 
started dancing at the young 
age of nine, however, she says 
the seriousness with which she 
delves into dance today did not 
come at that age and saw it as 
just another extra-curricular 
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Renowned 
dancer Leela 

Samson spoke 
about dance not as a 

means of performance 
but as a personal 

vocation. That 
struck a chord 

with me

school for many reasons though 
she conformed to the formalities 
and requirements in a school. “I 
did not feel a structured school 
system was contributing to me 
substantially. My father also 
agreed with the same.”

A visit to Kalakshetra in Chennai, 
when she was 16 years old, 
changed her vision for life and 
steered clear of all apprehensions 
and uncertainties, she says. “I 
instantly fell in love with the 
space, from the trees, ambience 
to everything surrounding it, and 
it was surreal. That was also the 
first time I met Leela Samson, 
renowned bharatanatyam 
dancer and choreographer, who 
at that time was its director. 
I had not met someone like 
her as an artiste, who was able 
to very clearly put into words 
why she was passionate about 
bharatanatyam. She spoke about 
it not as a means of performance 
but as a personal vocation. That 
struck a chord with me.” That 
day, like an epiphany of sorts, 
she decided that it was the 
place she wanted to be.” Radhe 
further elaborates, “I was in 
Kalakshetra for four years, and 
like everyone there, I equipped 
myself with insights and skills, 
from the scratch, regardless of 
the years one has had training 
in dance.” Even after completing 
training there, her mind was still 
clouded, with different interests 
and the attempts on zeroing in 
on one was still persisting. And 
then she was driven by her first 
love – literature, following which 
she embarked on an altogether 
new journey. As she got herself 
enrolled for an arts management 
course for a year, she realised 
physically, how her body started 
missing dance. She says, “I was 
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One shares a 
fluid and flexible 
relationship with 

dance like any other 
art form. You are always 
striving to be what you 
think is a good dancer 

and that is always 
escaping you

longing to dance. That’s when 
things really changed for me and 
the realisation that I really loved 
dance as a language and an 
expression dawned upon me.”

She opines that while most 
dancers unravel their passion at 
a very young age, she came to 
a clear understanding at a later 
stage. However, she sees it as 
what makes the entire process 
special, having made the decision 
as an adult. Hence, she goes on 
to say that she shares a more 
mature relationship with dance as 
an art form.  

STRIKING 
MINDFULNESS

Ask her whether she has found 
herself in moments of alchemy 
after delivering soul-stirring 
performances, and she says, 
“One shares a fluid and flexible 
relationship with dance like any 
other art form. You are always 

striving to be what you think is a 
good dancer and that is always 
escaping you. Most dancers feel 
that there are moments in time 
that you absolutely feel in sync 
with your art form and the rest 
of the time, you are on quest 
for those moments. There were 
moments from my performances 
when it felt like something larger.”

That said, dance being a physical 
art form, your body constantly 
reminds you that this is your 
instrument, according to her. If 
you don’t keep it in the best way 
possible, despite having fancy 
ideas of what kind of an artiste 
you are and if you don’t keep 
your mind and body completely 
focused about what and how 
you are trying to do, it becomes 
a futile effort. She explains, 
“You have to methodically go 
through that process through 
constant rehearsals. If not, it will 
intermittently reflect that you are 
not quite there yet. At the same 
time, it is times when you really 

push yourselves, after witnessing 
exhaustion and frustration that 
something higher comes on-
stage. It is those times that you 
forget yourselves because you 
have pushed your mind and body 
to the maximum extent possible.”

She envisions that she moves her 
audience as she was enthralled 
by the performances of stalwarts 
as one among the viewers. Radhe 
says, “I have been brought to tears 
many times. I wish to translate the 
same experience to my audience 
as well.”

SONGS OF EXPERIENCE

Radhe gives a vivid picture of her 
first performance, which left her 
in a state of ecstasy.  She says, “It 
happened at the ashram, in front 
of the Devi temple, and as I was 
getting to the thillana portion. 
As it was my last piece of my first 
performance, I remember I was 
tired, and suddenly it started 
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Inspiration is a 
luxury. Discipline 
is something you 
have to always 
fall back on. 
Dedicating your 
mind towards 
attaining it and 
just doing your 
work becomes an 
inspiration in its 
own sense

pouring.  I remember clearly from 
that split second that nobody 
from the audience even flinched 
despite the rains. With a grin on 
my face, I continued to dance. I 
will never forget that moment.”

She cites another moment 
when she was in Bhopal for a 
performance. Unlike her other 
renditions until then, she didn’t 
know anybody in the audience 
other than the musicians on-
stage. She says, “For the first 
time, I took charge of the 
stage when compared to my 
previous performances, where 
I was acclimatised with the 
crowd, making me conscious 
that I should look a certain way. 
However, for a moment that day, 
I felt ‘This is my stage and I can 
do what I want’. From that day, 

the way I looked at a performance 
changed completely.”

FINDING MUSE

The pandemic has thrown open 
a splurge of anxieties, doubts 
and insecurities, and to find the 
muse during hard times as this 
has been daunting for many. 
However, Radhe dismisses the 
need to find one, and says, 
“Inspiration is a luxury. Discipline 
is something you have to always 
fall back on. Dedicating your 
mind towards attaining it and 
just doing your work becomes an 
inspiration in its own sense.”

She points out saying for any 
artiste, there is no particular 
moment when there would be 

an outpour of emotions. That 
said, she says inspiration is a huge 
boon, though it comes in spurts. 
“However, discipline is something 
you make a return to most of the 
time. And you have to remind 
yourself that this is what you love 
to do.”

Like anyone aspiring for 
perfection, artistes too might not 
feel like dancing on certain days. 
The going might get tough too, 
she says and that is completely 
alright. She says, “Those are the 
days when you go back and 
do old pieces. A lot of times, 
inspiration comes from revisiting 
something quite familiar. You 
start rediscovering the beauty 
of one transition, from one pose 
to another.” Inspiration does 
not always have to come in the 
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form of an outward force.  It is 
something one has to create for 
him or her, Radhe quickly points 
out.

MARRYING DANCE AND 
SPIRITUALITY

Radhe throws light on the fact 
that there is no denying the 
truth that dance and spirituality 
go hand in hand. She says, “Our 
entire culture and ethos, the way 
we sit and we exchange gestures, 
all of it contribute to creating 
something quite larger. Our 
classical arts, especially dance 
and music, come from that, and 
makes up for the source of our 
arts. Art was developed in those 
kinds of spaces where people 
were conscious of what they 
wanted to express. Moreover, 
there were great devotees, 
inspired to express what they felt 
within themselves.”

She goes on to add, “Today, I 
think when people see it as a 
performative art, they find it 
relatively easy to split the two. 
However for me, it is one and the 
same. I want to make whatever I 
do a part of my spiritual seeking 
and sadhana. This includes my 
dance.”

PURSUIT OF 
HAPPINESS

Ask her if totality in a performance 
depend on a performer’s personal 
journey, and she says, “I think 
dance has more and more 
become about expressing your 
personal journey or feeling. I have 
a different perspective about it, 
as I want to be whoever I need to 
be in that moment. And it could 
probably an expression of who I 
am. If a particular piece requires 
a certain kind of character or 
perspective that I do not share, 

I have to completely immerse 
myself on that experience.

Radhe explains, “It is important 
that when I take up that role, it 
is convincing for the viewer, and 
for me to be comfortable in any 
perspective I am trying to portray. 
In that moment, I have chosen to 
be that person, and I want to be 
same in the best way possible.”

BEING MYSTIC’S 
DAUGHTER

One wonders if the young dancer 
was ever bogged down by the 
immense pressure or expectation 
often imposed by being the child 
of a renowned personality. She 
says, “People might have such 
expectations of me, but I was 
never brought up that way. And 
Sadhguru too never expected 
me to be a certain way or act 
accordingly because I am his 
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People 
always show 

great affection and 
respect to me. It is 

purely because I am 
Sadhguru’s daughter 

that I get such a 
treatment. And I see 

it as a privilege

daughter. I realise now as an adult 
that it is a huge blessing. I didn’t 
notice it when I was younger, and 
I have to behave a certain way 
because of that.”

She says she was overwhelmed, 
when people treated her with 
warm reception because of their 
strong association with her father. 
She says, “When I go places and 
meet people, they show great 
affection and respect and are 
always welcoming. I see it as a 
privilege. It is purely because I am 
Sadhguru’s daughter that I have 
been treated to the same. I am 
truly grateful for that. Wherever I 
have gone and stayed, I have been 
immediately included as part of 
their family. I often say I grew up 
in many people’s homes, as my 
father would be taking classes 
back then. Even today, I am not a 
guest for most people.”

THE SPIRITUAL 
JOURNEY

Sadhguru’s sayings about the 
importance of how one responds 
to tough situations reverberates 
within Radhe’s ideologies in life 
as well. She says, “Huge part of 
spiritual growth comes from 
one’s response. I think a lot of it 
comes from my dance as well 
as you learn to express different 
emotions and learn to look 
into the nuances of the same. 
Even if I am not angry today, if 
I have to portray the emotion 
on-stage, I have to convincingly 

do it. So you explore all these 
possibilities. The interesting thing 
in bharatanatyam is that one 
piece can be done from different 
perspectives. When you are 
practicing dance or learning it, 
you do it in all these emotions.

She says, “That has helped me in 
life, because I know I can create 
emotions whichever way I want 
to on-stage. So why not apply the 
same in real life.”

SARI STATEMENT

Radhe seems effortlessly in love 
with wearing saris, especially the 
indigenous weaves. She says she 
was inclined towards it at the age 
of 16 itself. “I was immediately 
comfortable in a sari. I know many 
younger people struggle wearing 
or moving around in a sari. It was 
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Sadhguru recently 
launched Project 
Samskriti, which 
is a means to offer 
aspects of Indian 
culture to everybody. 
The children, for 
whom this project 
was created, have 
all grown up in the 
ashram, as part of 
Isha Samskriti

never a struggle, though it took a 
while for me to learn how to wear 
it in the way I like to. I also fell in 
love with the umpteen number 
of weaves and fabrics available 
in the country, where multiple 
means have been explored. And 
this exploration has been in the 
form of an art form, not as an 
accessory.”

Making it a part of her everyday 
life opened her eyes to impressive 
and beautiful saris that many 
around were wearing. She says, 

“The way the fabric feels on the 
body in this weather, ambience 
and the work that I do, is 
something special and easy to be 
draped. It comes from a place of 
comfort and fascination for the 
weaves of the country.”

PROJECT SAMSKRITI

A conversation with Radhe Jaggi, 
without touching upon Project 
Samskriti, something that gets 
her excited, is incomplete. She 

says, “Sadhguru had recently 
launched the project, which is a 
means to offer aspects of Indian 
culture to everybody. The children, 
for whom this project was 
created, have all grown up in the 
ashram, as part of Isha Samskriti, 
through an alternate education 
system. It is right now an online 
initiative, but it will be developed 
into a different means of offering 
access to Indian culture. We start 
with music, bharatanatyam and 
kalaripayattu classes. We are also 
building a performance wing.”

She goes on to say that Project 
Samskriti is an endeavour to 
nurture, preserve and showcase 
the magnificence of classical 
Indian arts as possibilities for 
transformation and inner growth 
at a time when these art forms 
are being practiced just as 
hobbies. Isha Samskriti advanced 
students and alumni, with years 
of rigorous training and an 
experiential understanding of the 
impact of the classical arts, will 
offer these programmes.

It will defy the notion that such art 
forms are only for the classically 
trained and imparts an idea that 
it could be adopted by anyone, 
who has a sensibility in the same. 
She concludes, “It is going to be 
a cohesive performance. It is my 
privilege to work with them over 
the last few months and help 
put together different modules 
of teaching. We started with the 
basics from all these for those 
people, who want to get a taste 
of the art forms and include it in 
their lives. I am very excited to see 
where it goes.”

For more information on Project 
Samskriti, visit ishaeu.org/
ProjectSamskriti-BH
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London(UK) – Cauvery Calling and the fight to save tropical rivers 
Press Contact: Avanti Pethe / communications.eu@ishafoundation.org

When COP Gets It Right: Cauvery 
Calling And The Fight To Save 

Tropical Rivers

• ●COP26 (31st Oct-12th Nov) is 
a pivotal moment in the fight 
against climate change, with 
current emissions still way above 
sustainable levels. Current 
statistics, from over 100 countries, 
see a 16% increase in emissions, far 
from the 45% cut needed.

• ●But hope is not lost – Cauvery 
Calling: the ground-breaking 
project by Isha Foundation’s Rally 
for Rivers aims to contribute 8-12% 

of India’s carbon sequestration 

targets for 2030 (signed at COP 21).

• ●A unique project marrying 

economy and ecology – Cauvery 

Calling aims to empower 5.2 million 

farmers to transition to tree based 

farming. In doing so, the project will 

plant 2.42 billion trees – increasing 

the river’s water retention by 40% 

over 12 years. So far, 107,000 

farmers have shifted 

to agroforestry and 52 million trees have 
been planted.

Tropical rivers are dying

Growing human populations and 
inefficient agricultural practices have 
resulted in a massive loss of trees 
across the tropical world. This has 
degraded the soil to the point that it no 
longer absorbs water efficiently, leaving 
rivers unsustained.
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This is an urgent crisis – tropical rivers 
are vital lifelines for global agriculture, 
and over 4.7 billion people across the 
tropical belt.

Cauvery, a major river in southern 
India that sustains 84 million lives, has 
depleted by 40% in the last 70 years. 
The river’s falling water levels and dying 
soil are taking a devastating toll on 
farmers, who suffer failed harvests and 
crippling debt. The region has seen over 
47,000 farmer suicides in the last 15 
years alone.

“If the current trends continue, in 20 
years about 60% of all India’s aquifers 

will be in a critical condition” says a 
World Bank report.

Over 60-80 million hectares of 
cleared forest lands and wastelands 
across India are now unable to retain 
rainwater, which would have ensured 
the recharging of groundwater and 
conservation of biodiversity in the river’s 
basin.

When rainfall fell by 40-70% in 2016, the 
Cauvery went dry at its source. In the 
summer of 2017,

the state of Tamil Nadu suffered its 
worst drought in 140 years.

How to save India’s 
rivers

Cauvery Calling is a game-changer for 
tropical rivers, marrying economy and 
ecology to create a sustainable model 
for river revitalisation.

The project supports local South Indian 
farmers in making the transition to 
tree based farming, or agroforestry. 
Agroforestry is the practice of growing 
fruit or timber trees along with 
conventional crops or on a full-fledged 
basis. The Cauvery has lost 87% of its 
tree cover since the mid-20th century. 
Together, farmers and Isha volunteers 
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will plant 2.42 billion trees to increase 
the river’s water retention by 40% over 
12 years.

By planting high-value trees on a 
section of their farmland, farmers are 
not only helping to avert environmental 
disaster but will also benefit from a 
lucrative and consistent source of 
income. The farmers can expect their 
incomes to rise by 3-8 times, which has 
already happened for many farmers 
who have taken up the scheme.

Tree planting in the 
tropics – the need of 
the hour
Studies repeatedly show that not 
all trees are equal when it comes to 
capturing carbon from the atmosphere. 
The best place to plant new trees is 
the tropics. Planting trees in snowy 
regions near the poles is likely to cause 
net warming, while planting them in 
temperate climates – like that of the UK, 
much of Europe and parts of the US – 

may have no net effect on climate.

Cauvery is calling – it’s vital that the 
world takes notice. Isha Foundation 
has been accredited by the United 
Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD), being 
accepted to its Convention of Parties 
(COP) at New Delhi in Sept 2019. In July 
2020, Isha Foundation was accredited 
to the United Nations Environmental 
Programme (UNEP) for its outreach 
efforts.

About the Isha Foundation:

The Isha Foundation is a global, non 
profit, volunteer run organisation 
founded by Sadhguru. The 
foundation is dedicated to raising 
human consciousness, and fostering 
global harmony through individual 
transformation. Sadhguru’s work has 
touched the lives of millions worldwide 
through his educational, socio-
environmental outreach projects and 
transformational yoga programmes.

Discovery Channel Documentary on 
Cauvery Calling:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lbF96KmpMPw&feature=youtu.
be

Cauvery Calling Website: https://www.
ishaoutreach.org/en/cauvery-calling

Rally For Rivers Draft Policy 
Recommendation:

https://cdn.isha.ws/public/docs/pdir/
RFR_RevitalizationOfRiversInIndia-Web.
pdf

Info about the Indian government’s 
Programme for Action to revitalize 
rivers:

https://isha.sadhguru.org/rally-for-
rivers/niti-aayog-formulates-program-
action-revitalize-indiasrivers/

For more information about the Isha 
Foundation: isha.sadhguru.org
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Doha (Qatar) – QIAF finds innovative solution for showing art and 
welcoming the artists from around the globe after the pandemic.

Expressive QIAF 2021 
Engrosses Everyone

“
Art inspires us to visit the 
concept of unity, vibrancy and 
see ourselves as a part of a 
bigger universe.”

Art, a simple three-lettered word, 
has a broad definition. From 
photography, music, dance to 
painting, everything is a genre of 
art. Creating something without 
words, something that speaks to 
people, art is a language of its 
own. We see art everyday but how 
we see it is different. This was well 
experienced in the most awaited 
and vibrant festival which took place 
in Doha, Qatar. This mega event was 
organized by MAPS International 
WLL in collaboration with Katara 
Cultural Village.

QIAF was started in 2018 by Mrs. 
Rashmi Aggarwal, founder and 
president of MAPS International 
WLL. This year marked its 3rd 
edition where over 300 artists from 

65 different countries took part in 
this mega event, showcasing their 
creativity. It is said that, “art lies 
at the heart of Doha.” The city is 
becoming a place where plethora of 
art related activities take place every 
year. QIAF provides a good platform 
to the artists from all over the 
world to showcase their work. The 
festival aims to introduce artists and 
promote their work to collectors, art 
Investors and potential buyers.

QIAF 2021 was the bouquet of 
eight diverse artistic events and 
activities like Cultural Tour, Art 
Exhibition, Live Painting Symposium, 
Artistic Fashion Show, Master 
classes, and much more. The 
mega event was inaugurated by 
His Excellency Prof Dr. Khalid bin 
Ibrahim Al Sulfite, General Manager 
of Katara, Qatar. Adding beauty to 
the opening ceremony and making 
it a huge success, HRH Princess Dr. 
Moradeun Ogunlana USA–Nigeria, 

attended the event along with 
many VIPs including ambassadors, 
diplomats and representatives from 
Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, France, 
Japan, Kenya, North Macedonia, 
Mexico, Philippines, Indonesia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, 
Netherlands, Republic of Algeria, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Singapore, 
Tanzania, Ghana, Uruguay, Germany, 
Haiti, Paraguay, India, Ukraine, El 
Salvador, Argentina, Italy, Kenya, 
Mexico, Spain, Dominican Republic, 
and Ghana. CEO of Doha Bank Dr. 
Raghavan Seetharaman, Mr.PN 
Babu Rajan –President of Indian 
Cultural Centre with his team, under 
the aegis of the embassy of India in 
Qatar, all directors, and many more 
distinguished guests and dignitaries. 
It was a beautiful and very elegant 
inaugural. It’s true that “Successful 
events don’t become that way 
overnight, it is the hard work and 
hustles over time.”

FEATURE



44 NOV-DEC 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

Rashmi Aggarwal said, “This event 
is the outcome of a very dedicated 
team, which includes all Katara 
Team and participating artists. I 
believe, everything is possible if you 
have a clear vision, strong planning 
and hardworking team.”

Art connects people and brings 
them together on one platform. This 
was well seen and experienced in 
the beautifully organized five-day-
long QIAF in the beautiful Katara 
Cultural Village, which is a hub of 
creativity, art and culture.

The event was followed by the 
cultural tour. Culture is the art 
elevated to a set of beliefs and 
exposure to the arts and culture 
is enormously valuable. This was 
brilliantly experienced by the artists 

from all around the globe during 
the cultural tour of Doha organized 
by QIAF. After the pandemic this 
was a wonderful way of meeting 
so many creative people on one 
platform. The whole day long tour, 
was enjoyed by all artists around 
the city’s most iconic places like, 
National Museum of Qatar, Football 
Stadium, Al Shaqb and also the 
most colorful market Souq Al Waqif.

Day three was the most informative 
day of the festival. Started with 
seven master-classes by our 
esteemed guests, the masters were: 
Mr. Abdulla Yousef Al Mulla from 
Qatar, Linnea Kathyrn Pergola from 
USA, Masih Ahmad Ahmadi and 
Masoumeh Jahanbin Shalkouhi from 
Iran, Majd Mohammed Ramadan 
from Lebanon and Ionnis Kaiserlis 

from Greece. The three hours of 
masterclasses were very interesting 
and informative.

The evening of the third day at 
QIAF 2021 was filled with cultural 
folkloric music performances. MAPS 
International W.L.L. in collaboration 
with Katara Cultural Village 
organized a grand multicultural 
music evening to capture the 
festive mood of the event. Opening 
performance of Sufi Ney Flute 
was done by Neyzen Sinan Soyler 
from Turkey, followed by Indian 
cultural and folk performances. 
In the significant year of the 75th 
year of Independent India, Indian 
community of Qatar presented 
colorful glimpses of Indian culture 
with classical and folk performances 
as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
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The distinguished guests, artists 
and visitors were overjoyed at the 
cultural musical night.

Fashion lovers also got an artistic 
dose at the festival. QIAF was 
really proud to have some of the 
most extraordinary creators of art 
from around the globe. “You are 
artistically impressive and add a 
unique zing and appeal to your 
art with fashion.” With this quote 
in mind, the evening saw a unique 
fashion show by artists proudly 
showcasing their art. The show was 
held in the courtyard located at 
Katara.

The closing ceremony of the mega 
event took place on the fifth day of 
the event at Katara. The event was 

hosted by Ms. Yashvii Aggarwal, 
daughter of Rashmi Aggarwal. This 
young girl with beaming confidence 
and elegance, hosted the event by 
saying that, “My mother is my role 
model who believes in hard work 
and destiny, and I am following her 
footsteps.”

All event ambassadors, gallery 
partners, and artists were awarded 
with beautiful mementos and 
certificates. It was an emotional 
time for everyone. The 5 days long 
art festival came to end with the 
motivational words by Mrs. Rashmi 
Aggarwal, “We have put our soul 
in every minute details to organize 
this art festival. Art can bring us 
together; it inspires and soothes. 
“Culture makes us resilient. It gives 

us hope and reminds us that we are 
all together.”

The awards and certificates were 
given away in different categories. 
Katara Cultural Village was given 
QIAF Partner Award. In the second 
category, the awards were given to 
several QIAF brand ambassadors 
from Qatar, India, Global, Russia, 
Africa, UK, Switzerland, Lebanon, 
USA, Sweden, Turkey, and 
Venezuela.

In the QIAF Gallery Partner category, 
the awards were handed over to 
Arame Art Gallery, Gallery 2+, and 
American University Beirut for 
seniors, Bingyol’s Armenian Auction 
House, Art Guest Agency, Funun 
Arts, and Minoo Art Group.
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Y
ana Flame is one of 
those dynamically, 
successful women 
who works hard and 
plays hard.  She is 

not called Queen of Couture for 
nothing.  Her attributes of hard 
work, determination, poise, her love 
of elegance, beauty, fashion, life 
are what have given her the name 
Queen of Couture.   Her sassiness 
and sometimes no-nonsense 
approach makes for a very strong 
woman of character.   A woman 
who competes against her previous 
self, always wanting to do better, 
to climb higher, to achieve more 
and support others on her way up.   
A woman who does not take ‘No’ 
lightly, because that word does not 
compute. 

Very much a self starter, Yana 
started creating her own designs 

as a child from dresses to different 
types of costumes for dolls then 
afterwards for herself and friends.  
In 2016 she created a few fashion 
pieces and in 2017 she made her 
first big haute couture collection 
‘Bohemein Dreams’ for the Roma 
Fashion Week contest where 
she became one of the winners.  
Yana watched her mother and 
grandmother from an early age 
and was influenced by their drive, 
tenacity and their vision.

After coming to London in 2014 to 
start a new life, Yana threw herself 
into survival mode and started 
making bespoke dresses.  In 2016 
her first few pieces were showcased 
at an international art festival and 
she was awarded best young 
designer and artist.  She put on her 
first Fashion show to great acclaim 
and every year since, she has 

thrown the most incredible Fashion 
shows, with an impressive line-up 
of dignitaries, celebrities, musicians 
and singers, as well as a stunning 
line up of models all vying to be 
seen on the famous Yana Flame 
stage.   Even during the pandemic 
and other personal challenges, Yana 
refused to be phased, as she dug 
her heels deep and continued to 
focus on her vision and mission.

Yana speaks to Esther about her 
inspiration in life, messages behind 
her shows, the various events 
planned for etc.

Yana, you were inspired from an 
early age by success, you were 
surrounded by success, the women 
around you were strong visionaries.  
What are some of the attributes you 
learned by that initial experience?

Yana Flame Interview 
Autumn Issue 2021
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I learned alot from my mother and 
grandmother. It's their genes in my 
system. 

Throughout my life I’ve met so many 
successful and strong women who 
inspired and guided me and I still 
have so many around me.

I would like to say a few words and 
show huge gratitude to several 
important people who guided 
me throughout my life.  Firstly, I 
am grateful to Paul G Geldart my 
dearest friend, business coach and 
guardian angel who has always had 
my back with sound professional 
advice.  He has been with me for 5 
years and has always believed in me 
and my projects.  He’s been with me 
since 2017 when I started my career 
as a designer, event organiser and 
producer.  

Another very smart professional 
and powerful woman is my dearest 
friend  who I love from the bottom 
of my heart Olga Gil’ Gilyarovskaya.  

She has pushed 
and inspired me 
over the years.  
She has offered me 
professional advice 
and is like my mother 
and best professional 
coach.  She has been a great person 
supporting my projects and pushing 
me to grow and be stronger. She is 
also my business partner and owner 
of the Russo- Italiano company 
Aurea Roma.  I am really grateful for 
the time and knowledge she has put 
into me!

Another amazing woman who I 
am very grateful to is my personal 
business trainer and coach Lesya 
Shovkalyuk who is a very powerful 
and educated professional.   She has 
guided me so much and we still work 
together.  We put a lot of hard work 
into my last Flame production on 20th 
August in London at the Hard Rock 
Hotel.   In my opinion and the opinion 
of others it was the best Flame event 
I’ve ever put on and it has been one 

of our major 
success projects.

You’ve had an 
incredible journey 

to-date.  Starting from 
when you landed in the 

UK in 2014 to now.  You’ve put on so 
many fashion shows, I believe over 
100?

I was involved in so many events 
and fashion shows internationally 
and in London.  I organized festivals 
in Paris and Livorno.  I did 5 Flame 
events at The Flowerpot in Hoxton, 
at The Hilton Royal Horseguards, at 
the Hard Rock Hotel, and I produced 
two online Flame events in Dec 
2020 and in February 2021 which 
were both hugely successful, many 
were held at some of the most 
iconic venues in London.  

What drives Yana Flame?

The inspiration to create and be 
creative and my passion to do what 
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I love and to put all my knowledge, 
professional skills and creative flair 
and talent under one roof in order to 
bring to the world something new 
and exciting, something different 
and expansive.  

What is the message behind your 
shows and brand?

The message is about me and my 
life and journey.  It’s showing how 
we can improve ourselves and 
your own experiences can inspire 
others.  It’s all about passion, love 
and beauty.  It’s a way to bring 
messages to the world, shared from 
the bottom of my heart.  I want to 
change the world. I want the world 
to be in a better condition where 
peace, love and beauty resides.  I 
want to leave a great legacy, to go 
down in the history books of time 
as ‘A Woman of the World’ one who 
created changes, who inspired 
culture, fashion and freedom of 
expression through creativity.   

You recently moved to Madeira. Your 
journey is certainly one of leaning 
into HOPE and of perseverance but 
your journey certainly was not easy.  
What were some of your lowest 
points over the past year, especially 
during lockdown?

I moved to Madeira because I 
wanted to find a new place in the 
sun.  Madeira is a beautiful island in 
the middle of the ocean and that is 
where I want to be.  I love the ocean 
and climate and the people here are 
nice, there’s good food and service.   
I also have some new ideas and 
projects that I am working on that 
will soon be announced

Lockdown was hard yet at the same 
time a beautiful journey.  It was a 
way for me to reset my life.  I can say 
2020 was one of the best years in 

my life.  5 months I stayed in London 
which was very difficult time for 
me.  I had to cancel 5 international 
projects and lost alot of money.  It 
was then I also realised who were 
my real friends and this time gave 
me time to really question what did 
Yana really want in her life.  It was 
then I decided to leave the UK.

I was happy and lucky that I 
moved and I had an unbelievable 
journey in Malta. I met some very 
important people who completely 
changed my life.  So I can say I 
am an absolutely different person 
now to who I was before.  I started 
writing poems and lyrics for new 
songs, one of them ‘Angels’ was 
successfully created in one week, 
before one of my events and was 
performed at my Flame event on 
20 August.  It was sang by very 
talented singers Cherry Dreams and 
Sara Olsen, of which I was so proud 
about.  I want to do the proper 
production of this song and there 
are several more that are under 
production now.  I really would 
love to take a new step into music 
because it’s a part of my unrealised 
dreams and I know I will get there.

Can you share a little bit more about 
what is happening in Madeira?

Madeira is and island of internal 
spring with beautiful subtropical 
climates, beautiful nature and 
ancient history.   I am planning to 
start some projects, of course I want 
to do Flame here.  I’m also working 
with a music production company 
and doing a collaboration with some 
musicians, composers and singers. 
I will be carrying on with my fashion 
shows and events management and 
production. I also have several great 
ideas that will be announced soon. 
Just be patient with me.

Were you able to create a new 
fashion range during the pandemic?

I was lucky to have 7th March 2020 
just a few days before lockdown 
to showcase my new collection 
at The Cafe Royal Hotel which 
supported The Kidney Foundation 
which is run by my dearest friend 
Zahid Bhatti. We’ve supported each 
other’s projects for several years.  I 
also did several photo shoots of my 
collections and projects in Malta 
2020/21.  I did an online Flame 
International Award in December 
2020 and the Flame Festival in 
February 2021 both were very 
successful.

You are already planning your next 
fashion show or shows.  Can you 
share a bit more about them?

Yes, I am planning to do several 
projects in Madeira hopefully this 
year and in December in London, the 
Flame International Awards and Gala 
showcase. 

You have experienced a lot of 
challenges and setbacks, even 
heartache.  Who have you become 
because of these experiences?

As it’s said every successful person 
has a painful story, release the pain 
and get success!  I’ve become 
more sensitive, kind and strong and 
compassionate.  My creations helped 
me to get rid of so much inner pain.

You’re also an artist. Do you still 
paint and did you create anything 
during lockdown?

Yes I am.  I created so many oil and 
acrylic art work that was exhibited 
internationally in Europe, UK and 
Miami.   The last few years I running 
a new project painting Kaftans and 
denim with a special message to the 
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world about creativity and love.

As a business woman what guidance 
can you give to others who are 
following their dreams?

I don’t just dream about them.  I put 
unrealistic goals in front of me and I 
go after them with vigour.  After each 
new step and achievement I always 
say “This is only the beginning, a 
Greater future Awaits me”. 

To be honest, at first, it’s a lot of hard 
work, you must invest all your time 
and energy into your goals, but the 
main thing is you must believe very 
strongly in yourself and follow your 
dreams.

I will say from personal experience, 
as a person who has begun from 
the bare bones of life and eventually 
succeeded with my dreams. I have 

not only versatile talents but a 
very strong faith in myself and my 
Success!

 A truly purposeful person is one 
for whom there are no barriers - 
Unstoppable me - 'so everyone 
calls me'.  I don't know the meaning 
of impossible. Impossible = I’M 
POSSIBLE!!!

If you can’t get what you want even 
if you have tried many times, never 
give up.  If something doesn’t work 
change the strategy, But not your 
goal.  People always believe in 
everything else, but not themselves.  
Big mistake. Unfortunately, many 
talented people for various reasons 
do not have enough confidence 
and assertiveness to achieve their 
goals. I realised that my mission 
was to bring young and unknown 
talented people into the limelight. 

I decided to put together all the 
creative talents that I possess into 
one platform, called "Flame", and to 
allow an opportunity for like-minded 
creative people to take the first step 
towards success and to achieve 
something more in their life.

At the end of 2021, what do you think 
you will look back and say about 
this year?

This made me emotional! It was 
the best year of my life. It was an 
absolutely beautiful journey with 
so much love and pain, ups and 
downs.  So many feelings but I feel 
that I have finally found my inner 
love realising who I truly am and 
what I really want, who I want to be 
and where I want to go.  I am really 
proud of myself and all my goals 
and achievements I made.
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International Fashion Week 
Dubai - Season 12

International Fashion Week Dubai -Spring Summer 
2022, 11-13 November 2021

T
he International Fashion 
Council together with The 
Opulence Events LLC have 
announced the dates of 

Season 12 of the Mega Fashion 
Week  “International Fashion Week 
Dubai” positioning Dubai always high 
on a global scale, especially during 
Expo2020.

The fashion prestigious event will 
start on 11th November 2021 with 
its full zeal, IFWD is an exclusive 
Luxury Red Carpet Event has 
many segments which attracts its 
audience always. 

International Fashion Week Dubai 
Season 12 Spring Summer 2022 will 
be held at The Meydan Hotel from 
the 11 to 13 November 2021, this year 
once again IFWD will be featuring 
regional and international high class 

designers from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Lebanon, France, 
Poland, Philippines, United States 
of America (USA), Kuwait, Bulgaria, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Syria, India and 
many more. 

IFWD is delighted to announce 
their partnership with the Biggest 
Retail and Luxury Chains of 
Stores Lafayette Galleries Paris 
and International Fashion Week 
Dubai both the entities have come 
together to create a mesmerizing 
experience for the fashion world in 
the hub of Metropolitan city Dubai.

FTV, ‘the leaders in fashion industry’ 
is another breathtaking partner 
of International Fashion Week 
Dubai, both have decided to come 
together to boost the event and the 
designers who are part of IFWD. FTV 

will bring extra ordinary experience 
for IFWD as the whole show will be 
on FTV alongwith the interviews 
of all participant designers and 
partners.

Michel Adam, who is a founder of 
FTV said, “We are excited to partner 
with the International Fashion Week 
Dubai on this professional platform 
and will support the designers to 
boost their brands through the real 
platform of fashion and elevate its 
profile on the world stage.

Other outstanding big brands who 
have trusted IFWD, are B4U, B4U 
Aflam where IFWD promo will 
telecast on air on these authentic 
satellite channels. Amazon TV USA 
and Roku TV USA will host IFWD 
in their shows for one hour with 
interviews of Fashion Designers & 
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Partners. My UAE guide which is 
one of the biggest online platform is 
partnering with IFWD. 

IFWD is delighted to announce 
that event would be dedicated to 
50th year anniversary of UAE and 
Expo2020.  IFWD aims to bring a 
different trend and concept in the 
fashion event with a celebration of 
Fashion, Beauty Culture and Art at 
the event to celebrate these special 
occasion of Dubai. IFWD is  excited 
to announce that on the auspicious 
occasion of 50th Anniversary of UAE, 
IFWD will host 50 special awards to 
50 most influential people in UAE 
who contributed in development of 
UAE. 

IFWD is considered as the 5th 
Fashion Destination after Paris, 
London, New York and Milan 
and has set a bench mark in the 
Fashion industry in Dubai and are 
trend setters for attracting various 
International Designers to Dubai to 
explore the Market and business 
opportunities in Dubai. 

International Fashion Week Dubai 
will be attended by one and all from 
the fashion industry, which includes 
royals, ambassadors, dignitaries, 
councils, fashion universities, 
influncers, bloggers, Chambers of 
Commerce, high profile society, 
entrepreneurs, fashion buyers and 
media from all over the world.

International Fashion Week Dubai 
sustainability and credibility in the 
International and Regional market 
is very strong and since 2015, 
the event is captured by huge 
international and local media which 
gives IFWD a huge marketing value 
which is kept going on on each 
season. Its not a surprise that till day 
after completing 11 seasons IFWD 
had brought almost 80 countries 
designers to UAE.

The Luxury Event will be segmented 
in three categories, which include 
Fashion Shows by the designers, 
Popup shops/exhibition with the 
brands, and lastly “The International 
Fashion and excellence awards” will 
be presented to Fashion Industry 

experts and fashionistas.

Cheryle Dias, Founder and 
Managing Director of the 
International Fashion Week 
Dubai said, that “IFWD is always 
positioning Dubai as another 
destination for high fashion in 
the world,  she mentioned how 
successfully IFWD hosted its 
post pandemic event in Nov 2020 
and  March 2021 with all the covid 
protocols in place, which itself 
proves how strong IFWD has 
positioned itself  in the fashion 
Industry in the world, her aim is to 
promote and upgrade the fashion 
industry and to bring fashion, 
technology, and business together 
under one platform, to continue 
efforts in boosting the fashion 
industry and promote the fashion 
designers throughout the world’s 
fashion capitals, and work to deliver 
towards the success of Fashion 
Designers and Partners.

The details will be available -  
www.internationalfashionweekdubai.
com
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Exciting Reasons Why You 
Should Visit Namibia Now

Few countries, if any, can claim limitless horizons, stark landscapes, harsh 
environs, and untamed wilderness, complemented by rare beauty, great 

scenery, a pleasant climate, few people, a beautiful coastline, one of Africa’s 
greatest game parks and, the world’s oldest desert…Welcome to Namibia!

Discover the top  reasons to visit Namibia. A land older than time itself, 
the country has reinvented itself as a destination of choice for discerning 

travellers, offering desert adventures, unique game drives, boutique 
accommodation and incredible natural wonders. Namibia, ‘The Land 

God Made in Anger’, was sculpted by furious forces of nature!

7 of the best things to do in 
Namibia
Namibia combines desert, coast, wildlife, and adventure better than 
any country on earth. Read on to discover the 8 best things to do in this 
extraordinary country…

Namibia combines desert, coast, wildlife, and adventure better than 
any country on earth. From the butterscotch whip of the sky-scraping 
sand dunes to the magical wildlife parks, so it’s no wonder it was voted 
top country in this year’s Wanderlust Reader Travel Awards. Read on to 
discover the 8 best things to do in this extraordinary country

W
hen thinking safaris, 
South Africa and 
Tanzania come to 
mind, if seeking 

cultural interactions, Kenya 
contributes bountifully, and leaving 
you spellbound is the Sahara, 
the world’s largest hot desert. 
Conversely, Namibia, a quiet 
country of almost-superlatives, 
offers minimal crowds with all the 
above and more. And that’s plenty 
of reason for discerning travellers to 
embark on Namibia tours.
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1. Climb the giant 
dunes in Sossusvlei and 
Deadvlei

Glowing a rich ochre-red early and 
late in the day, Big Daddy is giant 
dunes rise to 380m. After driving 
through the Corridor (a natural 
dune-lined avenue in the desert), 
leave your vehicle at the road’s 
end and continue foot, the Namib 
enveloping you in its sandy folds. 
There are head-spinning views from 
the dune crests, but the beauty 
of the desert also lies in its detail. 
Sink to your hands and knees and 
discover a graffiti of tracks scrawled 
in the sands – evidence of fleet-
footed tok-tokkie beetles and sand-
swimming shovel-snouted lizards.

2. Stake in Etosha

Thirst is the driving force behind 
Etosha’s mesmerising wildlife 
spectacle. Covering 20,000 sq km 
of parched wilderness in northern 

of the vast sand sea. As the roar of 
the balloon’s burners fade and you 
begin to rise above the desert, the 
sun’s first rays enflame the scarlet 
dunes below. It’s eerily quiet as you 
drift with the cool morning breeze. 
You might spot gemsbok, walking 
single file along sinuous dune 
ridges, or gaze down on skeletal 
camel thorn acacias clustered 
around clay pans. After an hour or 
so of Namib-induced hypnosis, you 
come back down to earth, toasting 
the experience with a champagne 
breakfast.

4. Track desert-
adapted elephant in 
Damaraland
They're out there, somewhere… 
Desert-adapted elephant (with 
smaller bodies and proportionally 
longer legs than bush elephants), 
are rare, elusive inhabitants of 
Damaraland. For your best chance 
of encountering these legendary 
beasts, you need to emerge from 

Namibia, it promises some of Africa’s 
best – and easiest – wildlife viewing 
during the winter dry season. 
Simply Park next to one of its many 
waterholes, then wait and watch as 
animals arrive to drink. Coated in the 
pale dust of Etosha’s immense salt 
pan, elephant and rhino mingle with 
large herds of springbok, zebra, and 
wildebeest, while scrubby thickets 
conceal lions laying in ambush. If 
you prefer feathers to fur, visit in 
summer when rains transform the 
pans into seasonal lakes flushed 
with flamingos.

3. Float above the 
Namib Desert in a hot 
air balloon
Hot air balloons over Namibia's red 
and yellow sands (Namibia Tourism 
Board; Shutterstock)

To fully appreciate the scale of 
the Namib Desert you need to get 
airborne. A dawn hot air balloon 
flight gives you a vulture’s-eye view 
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your wilderness camp at dawn. A 
good guide will help you track the 
elephants’ platter-sized footprints 
along the dry riverbeds that snake 
across this region’s bewitching 
landscape of gravel plains and red-
ochre mountains. With luck, you’ll 
encounter a small herd, resting in 
the shade, ears flapping, or striding 
purposefully across the rocky desert 
in that timeless, ground-swallowing 
gait. 

5. Discover a rock art 
world heritage site

As if Damaraland’s spectacular 
scenery and enigmatic wildlife 
weren’t reasons enough to linger 
in Namibia’s rugged north, there 
is another equally captivating 
facet to this rough diamond. Delve 
into its heat-shattered mountains 
and kopjes and you will find 
extraordinary art adorning rock 
faces, caves, and overhangs. The 
work of ancestral hunter-gatherers, 
some of the engravings at the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of 

Twyfelfontein are thought to be up 
to 10,000 years old. Look closely 
and you’ll see everything from 
giraffes, zebras and humans to 
geometric patterns and fantasy 
creatures hatched during ancient 
shamanistic rituals.

6. Fall under the spell of 
the dazzling night sky

Thanks to minimal light pollution 
and little cloud, Namibia’s night 
skies are some of the darkest and 
clearest anywhere in the world. 
In 2012, the NamibRand Nature 
Reserve was designated Africa’s 
first International Dark Sky Reserve. 
Gaze into the star-spattered cosmos 
and you can see the Milky Way 
arching over the Namib Desert. Take 
a more in-depth celestial safari, 
perhaps using one of the telescopes 
at a desert lodge, and you might 
well spot other stellar sensations, 
including Magellanic Clouds, the 
Coalsack Nebula, Jupiter’s red spot 
and the rings of Saturn.

7. Go sandboarding, 
skydiving or 
birdwatching at 
Swakopmund/WALVIS 
BAY

Where defiant desert meets 
seething ocean, Namibia’s 
adrenaline-charged seaside town 
offers everything from fish and chips 
to sandboarding and skydiving. 
Join a 4WD tour and you can 
experience ‘singing dunes’ (when 
mini-avalanches of sand create 
a deep humming sound) or find 
‘living fossil’ plants in the form of the 
weird and wonderful Welwitschia. 
At nearby Walvis Bay, prime 
time for birdwatching is between 
October and April when over 
150,000 migrants (including greater 
flamingos and chestnut-banded 
plovers) join resident species such 
as Damara terns and great white 
pelicans.

Joseph Kafunda., Tourist Guide operating 
in Namibia and Southern Africa. 
+264813478044 and email  
josephkafunda@gmail.com
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T
here are several questions 
which you should consider 
first, which will help you 
get a clear idea of what 

you hope to derive from your trip. 
The continent is vast, and the range 
of experiences and opportunities 
is limitless, so understanding your 
hopes will help immensely with 
your planning. Start with these six 
questions to help you plot your trip.

At the very least it will give you a 
head start on your research and 
let you give your tour operator a 
more focused and appropriate 
brief, allowing them to use their 
considerable experience to your 
benefit.

Six essential planning 
questions

So, you want to visit Africa? Knowing how to start the 
planning process can be seriously daunting: the continent  

offers an extraordinary amount choice. And while choosing 
the right destination may seem like the most pressing issue 
to anyone planning an African holiday or adventure, “Where 

should I go?” is invariably the last thing you should ask.

1. How long do I want to 
go for?
The answer to this question has an 
immediate impact on the choice of 
your eventual destination. Because 
Africa is so immense, the length of 
your trip will either limit or extend 
the range of activities and sights 
available to you.

For instance, a short trip will mean 
that you’ll have to focus on a 
destination that has a high density of 
attractions and good transportation 
links. With more time, you’ll be 
able to consider a combination of 
destinations further apart or enjoy 
the opportunity to move at a slower 

pace. This could mean altering 
your mode of transport, whether 
that is by taking public transport or 
travelling between sites in a private 
4WD or air charter.

2. When do I want to 
go?

For travel in Europe, the answer to 
this question determines simply 
what clothes you’ll pack. In Africa, it 
affects what you can see and do – 
and in many cases, if you can even 
make it there.

Wildlife populations migrate, 
congregate and mate according 
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to the seasons. Parks can burst 
with animals at certain times of the 
year and be eerily quiet at others. 
Some reserves may be inaccessible 
during the rains. The good thing is 
that there is always great wildlife 
somewhere; you just need to match 
the right region to your travel dates.

If dealing with travel agents or tour 
operators, always be clear on what 
is more important: the destination 
or the wildlife. If it’s the latter, you 
shouldn’t start off with “I’d like to 
go on safari in Kenya this March.” 
Rather, you’d be better off saying: “I’d 
like to go on safari this March; where 
is wildlife best during that period?”

Having said that, there may be a 
good cause to see a park or reserve 
in the ‘off-season’, when a different 
experience is on offer, such as 
the lush green season in Zambia. 
You need to ensure you are well 
informed and know what to expect.

Even if wildlife isn’t your priority, 
always enquire about the seasonal 
weather patterns of a destination 
before booking. Being in the Sahara 
during the Harmattan winds or in 
the Ethiopian lowlands during the 
rainy season could be a recipe for 
disappointment.

3. Who am I travelling 
with?
Are you intending to travel alone, 
with your partner, your children, or 
a group of friends? Some regions 
offer great value accommodation 
for larger groups and families, like 
the Kenyan coast where you can 
rent entire beach houses. Others 
have more luxurious and romantic 
options for couples on honeymoon. 
If you’re travelling with someone 
who has mobility issues, such as 
being in a wheelchair, there are 
plenty of options, but you’ll need to 
consider the provision available at 
the facilities that will host you.

The personalities and fitness 
levels of your group can also help 
pin down certain aspects of your 
holiday. If one of you would be 
terrified by the thought of sleeping 
in a tent inside a wildlife reserve, 
with nothing but canvas separating 
you from lions, you may want 
to opt for sturdy-walled lodge 
accommodation instead. If your 
stairs at home leave you short of 
breath, climbing Kilimanjaro or 
trekking to see gorillas may be out 
of the question (or a motivation for 
you to raise your fitness levels first!).

Who you travel with can also 

affect how you get around? If your 
companions are elderly or have 
mobility issues you may need more 
comfortable ground transportation, 
or you may be better off taking 
internal flights (something not 
available everywhere).

Travelling with children is a viable 
option in Africa and limits your 
choice of destination less than you 
might believe. Yes, some safari 
lodges won’t take kids, but there 
are oodles of others, and national 
parks, that welcome them with open 
arms – some even have special 
children’s programmes. Seek them 
out. If you’re ever turned away by 
one operator, just ask another and 
you will soon find joy.

There are also some amazing 
wildlife areas to visit that are malaria 
free; others are safe to visit if you 
follow health advice from your travel 
clinic.

4. Do I want to travel 
independently or on an 
organised tour?
Travelling independently gives you 
tremendous flexibility, though it also 
means doing everything yourself. If 
you’re out to see the culture of West 
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Africa, this may involve many hours 
riding local bush taxis (a rewarding, 
albeit slow, experience). For a 
self-drive camping safari, you could 
hire a 4WD and head into Namibia’s 
Etosha National Park or test your 
mettle in the heart of the Kalahari. 
Some regions, especially southern 
Africa, are better suited for self-drive 
holidays, so if your goal is to get 
behind the wheel you should be 
able to home in on your destination 
quickly.

Organised tours and safaris put 
control in the hands of experienced 
professional planners and operators, 
so – assuming you have briefed 
them well – there should be less 
chance of your expectations not 
being met. You can sit back, relax 
and not have to worry about all 
the logistics involved. Cultural 
tours with experienced guides are 
undoubtedly also more rewarding 
and educational than they would be 
with a guidebook alone.

5. What is my budget?

The size of your budget won’t 
really preclude you from visiting 
most areas – it will simply change 
how you experience them. Your 
budget will determine the range of 
accommodation and transportation 
you are open to, and – depending 
how you allocate it – what 

combination of activities you can 
allow yourself.

If you’re prepared to use public 
transport and stay in basic 
accommodation, a backpacker’s 
funds can take you most places. 
However, there are some costs you 
are not going to be able to avoid, 
such as park fees. In some countries, 
you may find this restricts your time 
in some parks.

Be aware that money buys you more 
than just a soft bed on safari: it can 
also land you a top-notch guide 
and a comfy open-topped 4WD 
instead of a converted minibus. 
Quality wildlife guides not only 
increase your chances of seeing 
a good range of wildlife, but their 
knowledge also greatly enhances 
your enjoyment of the encounters, 
often providing stimulating insights 
into species you had previously 
known little about.

We believe a quality guide is one of 
the most important investments you 
will make and would suggest you 
compromise on other aspects of the 
trip if your budget is restrictive.

For those on a larger budget, private 
reserves can offer a more exclusive 
experience. Often flanking national 
parks and reserves, they possess 
rich populations of wildlife and can 
provide a degree of comfort and 

luxury that can be extraordinary.

A good idea if you’re on a medium 
budget and want premium wildlife 
experiences is to mix and match, 
spending top-end money on an 
organised safari in the middle 
of your trip, while travelling 
independently before and after it.

6. What do I want to see 
and do?

It’s likely you’ll have a sense of why 
you want to visit Africa; probably 
your motivation will focus on a 
combination of six categories: 
wildlife, culture, history, landscapes, 
activities, and beaches.

One may dominate – you may be 
interested purely in a classic safari, 
for example – or you’ll want to give 
equal priority to a combination of 
factors (wildlife and beaches, for 
example). You’ll need to select a 
destination which can offer each 
of these elements, within the 
framework set out by your answers 
to questions 1-5 above.

Be aware that this list is far from 
exhaustive; it’s impossible to cover 
that sort of ground in one article. Our 
goal is merely to point you in the right 
direction, whether planning your trip 
yourself or as a starting point for your 
discussions with your tour operator.
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Art Therapy: How UK’s COVID 
Memorial Wall Brought Comfort

I
t can take between five and 
ten minutes to walk the heart-
festooned memorial wall in 
London commemorating those 
who died from COVID-19 in the 

U.K — far longer if you pause every 
few steps to read the heartfelt 
messages of love that bereaved 
families and friends have overlaid 
the pink and red hearts with.

Walking along the 8-foot-high 
Portland stone wall on the south 
side of the River Thames, directly 
opposite the Houses of Parliament, 
is a somber experience, especially 
for those who lost someone and 
who think the British government 
could have done a lot more to 
prevent the U.K.’s enormous death 
toll during the pandemic.

As the global death toll nears the 
threshold of 5 million dead, Britain 
officially has recorded around 

140,000 coronavirus-related 
deaths, Europe’s second highest 
toll after Russia. The actual number 
is believed to be higher — around 
160,000 — as there was very little 
testing done in the early days of the 
pandemic in the U.K. in the spring 
of 2020.

The National COVID Memorial Wall 
on a half-kilometer stretch of the 
Albert Embankment is dedicated to 
those who died, with each life lost 
represented by a carefully painted 
heart that volunteers freshen up 
on a weekly basis with long-lasting 
masonry paints.

There’s also the odd cake and a 
cup of coffee.

For the volunteers, it’s a bit like art 
therapy — meditative.

“For me I think it has absolutely 

fulfilled the original intention 
which was to remind people of the 
scale of our loss,” said Fran Hall, 
a spokesperson for the COVID-19 
Bereaved Families for Justice who 
lost her husband of three weeks, 
Steve Mead, in September 2020, a 
day before his 66th birthday.

Hall makes the weekly trek along 
with several others to ensure the 
hearts don’t fade to pink from 
luscious red and add inscriptions 
from those bereaved who can’t 
make the journey to the wall.

“We’re getting red back onto 
the wall, to keep it vibrant,” said 
Hall. “As you walk along you’ll 
see thousands and thousands of 
names, so the hearts have been 
personalized. They’re all special.”

The memorial was established in 
March by the COVID-19 Bereaved 

UK



NOV-DEC 2021facebook.com/britishherald 61

BRITISH HERALD

Families for Justice and campaign 
group Led by Donkeys as a visual 
representation of the scale of loss 
in the U.K. during the pandemic. 
Incredibly it took less than two 
weeks for the army of volunteers to 
paint the 150,000 or so hearts.

The government has yet to give 
the wall official status, though 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson told 
bereaved families, including Hall 
herself, recently that it is a “good 
candidate” to be a permanent 
memorial.

“This memorial means so much to 
the bereaved as a lot of us could 
not have our last goodbyes,” said 
Amanda Herring who lost her 
54-year old brother Mark Herring 
just before the U.K. was first put into 
lockdown in March 2020.

“It just needs to be a permanent 
memorial for our loved ones and 
it does mean so much to me, and 
this is why I come down to help 
with the fellow bereaved, who 
are now my friends, to help re-
freshen the hearts and add new 
inscriptions … which in a way is so 

heart-breaking,” she added. COVID-
19 Bereaved Families for Justice, 
which has around 4,000 members, 
has been calling for a public inquiry 
into the government’s handling of 
the pandemic so lessons can be 
learned to limit future virus-related 
deaths.

It has criticized Johnson and 
his Conservative government 
for mismanagement during the 
pandemic, including delaying 
lockdowns, a lack of protective 
gear for health workers, and 
having a too-lax travel policy — a 
combination that it says meant 
tens of thousands of people 
died needlessly. A parliamentary 
report has already declared the 
coronavirus pandemic “one of 
the most important public health 
failures the United Kingdom has 
ever experienced.”

After months of deflecting calls, 
Johnson has confirmed that a 
public inquiry with statutory powers 
will start to hear evidence next 
year and that the bereaved families 
will have a role in it. However, the 
bereaved families think that’s too 

late and watch with horror the U.K.’s 
rising infection levels, which are 
running several-fold more than 
countries like France and Germany. 
Though the rollout of vaccines 
has clearly limited the number of 
people dying from COVID after 
being infected, the U.K. is still 
recording around 150 virus-related 
deaths a day — another thousand 
families a week grieving.

“We feel that nobody is listening 
to us and to get our stories out 
will make other people maybe 
take more care, maybe think twice 
about getting on a packed train 
or not wearing a mask if they hear 
our stories, they are heartfelt,” said 
Sioux Vosper, who lost her 80-year-
old father John David Leigh in April 
2020.

“It’s a nine-minute walk from one 
end to the other and everyone that 
comes here, they can’t help but 
think all those numbers they saw on 
the television were just numbers, 
they come here and they’re beating 
hearts, they can’t shy away from 
that,” she added.
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UK Pledges 20M Vaccine 
Doses To Poor Nations

B
ritish Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson says the U.K. will 
donate 20 million doses of 
the AstraZeneca coronavirus 
vaccine to developing 

countries as part of efforts to share 
vaccines with countries that sorely lack 
them.

Johnson made the announcement 
as he arrived in Rome for a summit of 
Group of 20 leaders.

The U.K. says 10 million doses have 
been sent to the United Nations-
backed COVAX vaccine-sharing 

program, and 10 million more will follow 

in the coming weeks.

They join 10 million doses that have 

already been delivered, and form part 

of Britain’s commitment to share 100 

million doses with needier nations by 

mid-2022.

Johnson urged the club of economic 

powers to push to vaccinate the world 

by the end of 2022, saying that “our first 

priority as the G-20 must be to press 

ahead with the rapid, equitable and 

global distribution of vaccines.”

Britain and other wealthy nations 
have been accused of hoarding more 
vaccines than they need, while some 
countries, especially in Africa, have 
few or none. Former British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown, a World Health 
Organization health envoy, has urged 
G-20 nations to speed things up and 
airlift unused doses to the developing 
world.

The British leader also is hoping to 
focus the G-20’s minds on climate 
commitments as he prepares to host 
a U.N. climate summit in Glasgow, 
Scotland.
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UK’s Johnson Seeks ‘G20 Bounce’ 
For Key Climate Conference

B
ritish Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson flies to a Group of 
20 meeting in Rome with 
one big goal: to persuade 
the leaders of the world’s 

biggest economies to put their money 
where their mouth is at the U.N. climate 
summit in Scotland.

Johnson will deploy his ebullience and 
his — admittedly divisive — charm to 
try to extract cash and carbon-cutting 
commitments from the G-20, which 
contains some of the world’s biggest 
carbon emitters, including China, the 
United States, India and Russia.

Accounting for 75% of the world’s 
trade and 60% of its population, 
the G-20 has often been accused 
of being too big and diffuse to 
take strong collective action. And 
Johnson’s Brexit-tinged global 
image means his arm-twisting 
power may be limited.

The G-20 is meeting as the 
European Union and ex-member 
Britain wrangle over trade rules, 
and amid a simmering U.K.-France 
spat over fishing rights in the English 
Channel. France is also incensed 
over a U.S.-U.K.-Australia nuclear 
submarine deal that saw Australia 
cancel a multibillion-dollar contract 
to buy French subs.

Those disputes are clouding 
Johnson’s hopes of a “G-20 bounce” 
to build momentum for the 12-day 
COP26 climate conference, which 
starts in Glasgow. He’s hoping to 
leave Rome bearing a sheaf of 
global carbon-cutting pledges, 
a plan to curb coal use and a 
long-promised, never-delivered 
$100 billion a year in aid to help 
developing countries tackle the 
impacts of climate change.

“The biggest issue is ratcheting up 
ambition,” said Jared Finnegan, a 

public policy expert at University 
College London. “Boris (Johnson) 
has been talking for some time 
about how he expects the largest 
economies, the G-20, to come 
forward with more ambitious 
pledges than what countries put 
forward in 2015” when the landmark 
Paris climate agreement was struck.

“Some countries have come forward 
with that and played ball, other 
countries have not,” Finnegan 
added.

Major G-20 polluters, including 
Russia and Australia, have failed 
to improve on the carbon-cutting 
pledges made after the Paris 
conference. Neither Chinese 
President Xi Jinping nor Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, leaders of 
two of the biggest carbon emitters, 
plan to attend the G-20 or COP26 in 
person.
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The world is currently far adrift of 
the goal set in Paris of limiting global 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above 
pre-industrial levels, considered a 
threshold between manageable and 
disastrous climate change. Keeping 
“1.5 alive” is the focus of the Glasgow 
meeting. To do it, Britain has honed 
in on a mantra of “coal, cars, cash 
and trees” — eliminating fossil 
fuels, switching to clean vehicles, 
spending money and stopping 
deforestation.

Johnson said this week it was “touch 
and go” whether the climate summit 
would meet its goals.

“We might not get the agreements 
that we need,” Johnson said during 
a question-and-answer session with 
children.

That may be a prudent lowering of 
expectations, but Johnson faces 
some big obstacles. Britain’s leader 
is mistrusted by many European 
leaders for his role in Britain’s 
2016 decision to leave the EU and 
the years of rancorous divorce 
negotiations that have followed. U.S. 
President Joe Biden has also been 
wary, seeing echoes in Johnson’s 
crowd-pleasing antics of Donald 
Trump’s populism.

Johnson insists that Brexit does not 
mean a U.K. retreat from the world, 
and has championed his vision of 
an outward-looking “Global Britain” 
during the country’s presidency 
of the Group of Seven wealthy 
industrialized nations this year. A 
G-7 summit in England in June was 
considered a modest success by 
Britain, even though environmental 
groups said its climate 
commitments lacked substance.

Johnson makes a more credible 
green messenger than some 
rich nations’ leaders. The U.K. 
has promised to reach net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050, and has 
published a detailed plan for getting 
there. Unlike Australia, it is on course 
to eliminate coal from its energy 
mix within a few years. And unlike 
the United States, there’s limited 
political opposition in the U.K. to 
tougher climate rules.

But the British government’s 
decision this year to cut foreign aid 
spending from 0.7% of GDP to 0.5% 
because of the economic blow from 
the coronavirus pandemic alarmed 
aid groups and undercut the U.K.’s 
commitment to developing nations. 
The British government said this 
week that cut will remain at least 
until 2024.

The U.K.’s annual budget, made 

scant mention of climate change 

while slashing passenger taxes on 

domestic flights and freezing taxes 

on automobile fuel.

Johnson’s spokesman, Max Blain, 

denied those measures undermined 

Britain’s environmental image or net-

zero target.

“I think anyone that’s been tracking 

our commitments on climate 

change and net zero can see that 

the United Kingdom is leading the 

way on this,” he said.

Pessimists might wonder — if G-20 

can’t agree how to fight climate 

change, what hope is there for the 

almost 200 nations who will gather 

at COP26 in Glasgow?

Yet Finnegan sees progress in the 

fact that a Conservative British 

government wants to be seen as 

a green leader, and in the way the 

global conversation on climate has 

shifted.

“Even the fact that we’re talking 

about net zero by 2050 — that is 

something that just wasn’t on the 

table even five years ago,” he said.
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Celebrities Join Prince William For 
Earthshot Prize Award

C
elebrities joined Prince 
William in London for 
the inaugural awards 
ceremony of his Earthshot 
Prize, an ambitious 

environmental program aimed at 
finding new ideas and technologies 
around the world to tackle climate 
change and Earth’s most pressing 
challenges.

Actors Emma Thompson, Emma 
Watson and David Oyelowo 
were joining Kate, the Duchess 
of Cambridge, in handing out the 
awards at Alexandra Palace in north 
London.

Guests were asked to “consider the 
environment when choosing their 
outfit,” so Watson arrived wearing 
a gown made of 10 dresses from 
the charity Oxfam. Kate wore an 
Alexander McQueen dress made 
for her in 2011, while her husband 
wore a dark green velvet blazer and 

a polo neck. William and his charity, 
The Royal Foundation, launched the 
Earthshot Prize last year, inspired by 
President John F. Kennedy’s 1962 
“Moonshot” speech that challenged 
and inspired Americans to go to the 
moon.

The prize, to be awarded to five 
winners every year until 2030, is 
billed as the most prestigious of its 
kind. Each winner will receive a grant 
worth 1 million pounds ($1.4 million) 
to develop and scale up their ideas.

“There’s been lots of amazing ideas 
over the past decades but it’s the 
implementation that really counts, 
so that’s what this is all about. So 
it’s really a reason to be cheerful,” 
Thompson said.

In a pre-recorded short video, 
William said: “We are alive in the 
most consequential time in human 
history.”

“The actions we choose or choose 
not to take in the next 10 years will 
determine the fate of the planet for 
the next 1,000,” he said.

“Many of the answers are already 
out there,” he added. “But we need 
everyone, from all parts of society. 
to raise their ambition and unite in 
repairing our planet.”

The finalists include a 14-year-old 
student who proposes using solar 
energy to replace charcoal to power 
millions of roadside ironing carts 
in India; a land-based coral farm in 
the Bahamas to restore dying coral 
reefs; a community project in Congo 
devoted to protecting gorillas; and a 
Kenyan enterprise that turns organic 
waste into fertilizer and insect 
protein for farmers.

The ceremony comes days ahead 
of the COP26 U.N. climate change 
summit in Glasgow.
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British Queen Appears To Show 
Irritation At Climate Inaction

Q
ueen Elizabeth II has 
appeared to criticize 
the global lack of action 
on climate change in 
comments caught on 

microphone.

The 95-year-old British monarch 

was filmed on a phone as she visited 

Cardiff to open the Welsh parliament.

At one point, speaking to her 

daughter-in-law Camilla, Duchess of 

Cornwall, and parliament presiding 

officer Elin Jones, she said “I’ve been 

hearing all about COP … I still don’t 

know who’s coming.”

On the recording, parts of which are 

inaudible, the queen also appears 

to say it is “irritating” when “they talk, 

but they don’t do.”

The queen is due to welcome 
leaders from around the world 
to COP26, a United Nations 
climate conference in Glasgow, 
Scotland. Several heads of state or 
government, including China’s Xi 
Jinping, have not said whether they 
will attend.

A government minister, Transport 
Secretary Grant Shapps, said the 
queen’s comments had not been 
intended for broadcast.

“I think comments made in private 
should stay private, but we all share 
the desire to see progress made and 
we know there will be hundreds of 
leaders coming to Glasgow for COP,” 
he told Sky News.

In Britain’s constitutional monarchy 
the queen is meant to be above 

politics, and she rarely expresses 
opinions in public.

Her son and heir, Prince Charles, 
though, has long been outspoken on 
environmental issues. And Charles’ 
son Prince William has also taken 
up the cause, backing the Earthshot 
Prize for environmental innovation 
that will be awarded.

In an interview with the BBC 
broadcast.  William criticized space 
tourism, saying the world’s greatest 
minds should focus on fixing the 
Earth instead.

His comments were aired a day after 
the 90-year-old “Star Trek” actor 
William Shatner became the oldest 
person to fly to space, in a rocket 
funded by Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos.

UK



NOV-DEC 2021facebook.com/britishherald 67

BRITISH HERALD

Entain Enjoys Third Quarter Of 
Double-Digit Growth In Online

E
ntain, owner of betting 
brands Ladbrokes, bwin 
and Gala, reported its third 
consecutive quarter of 
double-digit online growth, 

underpinned by further growth in 
BetMGM, which it co-owns with MGM 
Resorts.

The group, which also owns, Bet.
pt, Coral, Crystalbet, Eurobet, 
Ladbrokes, Neds and Sportingbet; 
Gaming Brands include CasinoClub, 
Foxy Bingo, Gioco Digitale, Ninja 
Casino, Optibet, partypoker and 
PartyCasino, reported group net 
gaming revenue up four per cent 
against a period of high growth in the 
prior year, for the period from July 1 
to 30 September 30 2021.

Online revenue was up ten per cent, 
marking a 23rd consecutive quarter 
of double-digit growth in constant 
currency. Excluding Germany, 
online revenue was up 18 per cent 
with Australia and Brazil delivering 
particularly strong performance.

Retail revenue was up one per cent 

with UK volumes recovering toward 
pre-Covid-19 levels, and activity 
steadily rebuilding in Europe

BetMGM continues to deliver strong 
growth, with a 23 per cent market 
share across the US in sports-
betting and iGaming for the three 
months to August

Industry data for month of August 
shows BetMGM challenging for the 
number 1 market position across 
sports-betting and iGaming. It is now 
live in 16 jurisdictions, with recent 
launches in Arizona, Wyoming and 
South Dakota on first day of state 
licencing.

Jette Nygaard-Andersen, 
Entain’s CEO, said: “These results 
demonstrate Entain’s continuing 
ability to deliver sustainable, 
consistent and diversified growth.  
Our powerful Entain platform 
provides customers with great 
products and experiences, which 
enables us to grow ahead of our 
markets as demonstrated by 23 
consecutive quarters of double-digit 

online growth. “We continue to lead 
our industry in the all-important 
area of player protection, and I am 
excited by the early results of our 
innovative ARC programme, which 
we firmly believe has the potential to 
transform player protection across 
the industry.

“As we announced on August 12, 
our total addressable market is 
expected to more than triple to over 
$160bn.  This will be driven by the 
significant opportunity in the US, 
where we are now challenging for 
the number one market position, 
our growth plans in other new and 
existing markets, and our strategy 
of entering into new areas of 
interactive entertainment.”

“By offering customers ever more 
engaging products, while leveraging 
our scale and technology, we will 
drive the flywheel effects of secular 
growth dynamics that can triple the 
size of our business.  As a result, we 
remain very confident in Entain’s 
future prospects.”
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British Economic Recovery Falters 
During The Summer

B
ritain’s economic 
recovery lost momentum 
during the summer 
despite the widespread 
lifting of coronavirus 

restrictions as supply chain issues 
took their toll.

While the Office of National Statistics 
said the economy eked out some 
modest growth in August as bars, 
restaurants and festivals benefited 
from the first full month without 
coronavirus restrictions in England, 
the 0.4% increase was slightly lower 
than anticipated. The agency also 
revised down July’s figure from 0.1% 

growth to a 0.1% decline as a result 

of weaker data from a number of 

industries, highlighting the choppy 

nature of the economic recovery.

Susannah Streeter, senior 

investment and markets analyst 

at Hargreaves Lansdown said 

weakness is “seeping through” the 

figures especially in the construction 

sector, which has now reported four 

straight months of negative growth.

The British economy remains 0.8% 

below its pre-coronavirus pandemic 

level of Feb. 2020.

The International Monetary Fund 
forecast that the U.K. will grow by 
6.8% this year, more than any other 
Group of Seven industrial nation, 
and by a still-high 5% next. However, 
the British economy experienced 
the worst recession of the seven in 
2020, contracting by 9.8% output.

With inflation set to hit 4% in the 
coming months amid rising energy 
bills, productivity levels low, taxes 
rising and an uncertain COVID 
backdrop heading into winter, there 
are worries that the economy will 
underperform over  
coming months.
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Eugene Levy Will Jet Set Around 
The World In Apple TV Plus’ Travel 

Series The Reluctant Traveler

S
chitt’s Creek’s Eugene 
Levy has his bags packed 
and plane tickets booked, 
even if he’s not quite 
ready for it. The actor’s 

next big adventure will take him all 
around the world as the host of a 
new travel series from Apple TV+, 
The Reluctant Traveler.

In The Reluctant Traveler, Eugene 
Levy will visit some of the world’s 
most remarkable hotels, as well 
as explore the people, places, and 
cultures that surround them. Levy 
is not your average travel show 
host—he has confessed that he’s not 
usually adventurous or well-versed 
in globetrotting. But he’s agreed the 
time is right for him to broaden his 

horizons. What a sneaky way to get 
paid vacation, Eugene.

Levy will be packing his suitcase with 
some trepidation but is hoping his 
experiences might lead to a whole 
new chapter in his life—as long as 
he doesn’t have to battle his motion 
sickness, and still gets dinner at 7 
(same Eugene, same).

Eugene is not the only Levy with big 
news. Also announced is Schitt’s 
Creek co-creator Dan Levy’s newest 
television venture: The Big Brunch 
over at HBO. Created and hosted by 
Levy, The Big Brunch is an unscripted 
cooking competition series that 
celebrates the undiscovered culinary 
voices from every corner of the 

country. Chefs will be offered the 

opportunity share their stories and 

their business dreams over a stack of 

pancakes, all while “finding innovative 

and personal ways to redefine what 

it means to dine between 11am 

and 3pm.” The only way to make 

the competition true to the brunch 

experience is to have everyone 

aggressively hungover from the 

previous night’s outings.

There may even be room for another 

father/son collaboration here, 

with Dan taking one of the trips 

with Eugene, or Eugene serving as 

a guest host on The Big Brunch. 

Either way, we just need more Levy 

camaraderie stat.
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Girl Power: Go-Go’s, Turner, King 
Highlight Rock Hall Class

T
he Go-Go’s didn’t have 
any musical masterplan. 
Punks at the start, they 
became rock and roll 
pioneers.

Defying odds and smashing norms in 
a male-dominated field, the female 
quintet which had a string of hits 
propelled by MTV play in the 1980s, 
will be inducted into the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame as part of a powerhouse 
class that includes Tina Turner, Jay-Z, 
Carole King, Foo Fighters and Todd 
Rundgren.

The Go-Go’s — guitarist Charlotte 
Caffey, lead singer Belinda Carlisle, 
drummer Gina Schock, bassist Kathy 
Valentine and guitarist/singer Jane 
Wiedlin — took part in a ceremony to 
dedicate their Hall of Fame signature 
plaque and toured a new exhibit 

featuring this year’s inductees.

“It’s a little overwhelming,” Caffey told 
AP as she and her bandmates were 
whisked from floor to floor. “We’re 
really thrilled. … We appreciate how 
gracious everyone has been. We 
belong here, too.”

While the Go-Go’s are being 
enshrined in the performer category, 
rapper LL Cool J, keyboardist 
Billy Preston, and guitarist Randy 
Rhoads will be honored for musical 
excellence.

Kraftwerk, Gil Scott-Heron and 
Charley Patton are being inducted as 
early influencers and Sussex Records 
founder Clarence Avant is receiving 
the Ahmet Ertegun Award.

“The magical 13,” Public Enemy front 

man Chuck D said of the eclectic 
2021 class.

Not only did the Go-Go’s write catchy 
tunes like “We Got the Beat,” “Our 
Lips Are Sealed” and “Vacation,” the 
Los Angeles-based group stood 
out as women playing their own 
instruments — something rare 40 
years ago that’s become common in 
the industry today.

Still, they were dismissed by some 
critics and musicians who didn’t take 
them seriously. Caffey said those 
obstacles only strengthened them.

“We just kept pushing forward,” she 
said. “We knew there was sexism and 
it was a male-dominated world in 
rock, certainly back then. But we kept 
going, going and going and we’re 
happy we did that.
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“It didn’t faze us. When the five of 
us get together, we’re a force to be 
reckoned with.”

The group will be inducted by actor 
Drew Barrymore and perform some 
of their songs.

After last year’s enshrinement 
ceremony had to be entirely virtual 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s 
back on stage, this time at Rocket 
Mortgage FieldHouse, home of the 
NBA’s Cleveland Cavaliers.

This is the first time the event has 
been held at Cleveland’s largest 
venue (capacity 20,000) following 
previous ceremonies at Public Hall 
Auditorium.

There remain some tightly-guarded 
secrets about the ceremony, 
including whether Turner, who lives 
in Switzerland, will attend or if Jay-Z 
will perform.

Taylor Swift is inducting King and 

will sing in her honor as will Jennifer 
Hudson. The show will be taped for 
broadcast on HBO and stream on 
HBO Max on Nov. 20.

Foo Fighters, who played a surprise 
gig at a small club in town will be 
inducted by Paul McCartney. This 
will be the second enshrinement for 
Foo’s founder Dave Grohl, who went 
in as Nirvana’s drummer in 2014.

It’s also the second nod for King, 
who was previously honored as a 
songwriter for hits like “It’s Too Late,” 
“You’ve Got a Friend” and “(You Make 
Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman.”

King’s iconic 1971 album “Tapestry” 
had a profound effect on Caffey, who 
said being inducted along with one 
of her idols and Turner makes it more 
special.

“Her influence on me was huge 
because I grew up with ’60s radio 
and that’s what she was and still is in 
my life,” Caffey said. “And Tina, I love 

her so much. I love them both for the 
music and what they went through.”

The influence that the Go-Go’s had 
is equally undeniable. They were not 
only the first all-female band to top 
the Billboard 200 chart writing and 
performing their own material, but 
they showed a generation of girls 
they could rock as hard as boys.

Caffey is proud of the band’s lasting 
legacy.

“Our songs are ageless, timeless,” 
she said. “We didn’t know at the time 
when we were writing them, but 
that’s what happened.”

It also helped that the Go-Go’s rise 
coincided with the advent of music 
videos, exposing the band to an even 
wider audience.

“For young women to see a group of 
women in a band that are just regular 
gals,” Caffey said. “That was really 
huge.”
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Denis Villeneuve Is Getting His Dune 
Sequel In October 2023

I
n late summer, Denis Villeneuve 
mentioned that Warner Bros. and 
Legendary wouldn’t let a Dune 
sequel happen if the first movie 
bombed at the box office. But, 

come on, it’s nearly impossible make 
a sci-fi movie starring Timothée 
Chalamet, Oscar Isaac, and Dave 
Bautista without it earning big bucks 
at the box office.

So now we’re officially getting part 
two of seeing Paul walk around the 
desert.

Legendary confirmed the sequel is 
underway, surprising absolutely no 
one.

Villenueve also released a statement, 
saying, “I just received news from 
Legendary that we are officially 

moving forward with Dune: Part 
Two. It was a dream of mine to 
adapt Frank Herbert’s Dune, and I 
have the fans, the cast, and crew, 
Legendary and Warner Bros. to thank 
for supporting this dream. This is only 
the beginning.”

Chalamet shared the news with a 
simpler post that just features the 
image, captioned with smiley faces 
(the actor went “old school,” with 
emoticons instead of emojis).

This is also big news for those who 
complained that Zendaya only 
showed up for less than ten minutes 
in the whole movie. Not only will 
the second part have plenty of 
Zendaya scenes, there’ll also be 
some romance with Chalamet, that’ll 
surely make their very loud fanbases 

go wild. As of now, the movie is 

reportedly set to arrive in October 

2023.

Villenueve hasn’t given updates on 

when filming for part two begins, but 

he did tell Total Film that he was in 

the process of working on the script. 

“I’m writing [Part Two] now, and I feel 

like I’m eight years old again,” he said. 

“It’s the first time I’ve experienced 

it where I’m watching one of my 

movies, and I have a moment of 

deep gratitude, of deep joy.”

If you haven’t watched Dune yet, 

you have two years to catch up. It’s 

currently on HBO Max, though it’s 

best enjoyed on the big screen, if 

you’re up for it.
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Calterah Launches New MmWave 
Radar Chip Product Families

C
alterah unveiled two 
new mmWave radar chip 
product families, Alps-
Mini and Rhine-Mini.

A Mini IC integrates 
an FMCW radar RF front-end 
transceiver system, which includes 
a dual-channel transmitter and a 
dual-channel receiver, capable 
of operation in the 59–64 GHz 
(for Rhine-Mini) or the 76–81 GHz 
(for Alps-Mini) band, with a 4 GHz 
continuous sweep and an output 
power up to 12 dBm. The chip also 
supports a maximum ADC sampling 
rate of 25 MS/s, peak search, and 
several algorithms to implement 
CFAR detection with a 512 KiB 
baseband SRAM. As an auto-grade 
product, it meets the requirements 
of the AEC-Q100 qualification and 
ISO 26262 ASIL-B standard, with 
two packages available, standard 

package and AiP (antenna in 
package).

While resembling Alps and Rhine in 
the high-performance RF front-end, 
auto-grade operating temperature, 
reliability, and proprietary radar signal 
processing hardware accelerator, 
Mini is upgraded with a dual-core 
processor and a cybersecurity unit 
for encryption and compliance with 
desired cybersecurity standards. 
Furthermore, compared to Alps and 
Rhine, Mini is 40% smaller in size with 
a typical power consumption of 0.8 
W and over 20% of the main chip 
cost reduction. The ICs have been 
made smaller, safer, smarter, and 
more power efficient as the market 
requires, living up to the tagline “Mini, 
but Mighty”.

According to Calterah, as of the 
third quarter, the company has 

hit the milestone of one million 
accumulated IC unit shipments, 
with a growing partnership with 
over 400 customers from the auto, 
industrial, and consumer markets. 
As more mmWave ICs break into 
these markets, mmWave radar is 
also extending the boundary of 
its applications, from autonomous 
driving in the beginning to many 
other fields like smart cabin, security 
and surveillance, smart home, 
smart city, etc. At the product 
launch, Calterah demoed in-cabin 
occupancy detection and USRR 
environment modeling implemented 
by Calterah AiP chip products via 
videos produced both on its own 
and by its customer. In addition to 
automotive applications, indoor 
human detection enabled by Mini 
was also showed, which signified the 
rise of mmWave radar in elderly care 
and smart home in the future.
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Microsoft: Russian-Backed 
Hackers Targeting Cloud Services

M
icrosoft says the 
same Russia-
backed hackers 
responsible for the 
2020 SolarWinds 

breach continue to attack the global 
technology supply chain and have 
been relentlessly targeting cloud 
service companies and others since 
summer.

The group, which Microsoft calls 
Nobelium, has employed a new 
strategy to piggyback on the direct 
access that cloud service resellers 
have to their customers’ IT systems, 
hoping to “more easily impersonate 
an organization’s trusted technology 
partner to gain access to their 
downstream customers.” Resellers 
act as intermediaries between 
software and hardware makers and 
product users.

“Fortunately, we have discovered 
this campaign during its early 
stages, and we are sharing these 
developments to help cloud service 
resellers, technology providers, and 
their customers take timely steps to 
help ensure Nobelium is not more 

successful,” the company said in a 
blog post.

The Biden administration 
downplayed the impact of the 
Russian efforts. A U.S. government 
official who requested anonymity due 
to not being authorized to speak on 
the record, noted that “the activities 
described were unsophisticated 
password spray and phishing, run-of-
the mill operations for the purpose 
of surveillance that we already know 
are attempted every day by Russia 
and other foreign governments.”

Microsoft has been observing 
Nobelium’s latest campaign since 
May and has notified more than 140 
companies targeted by the group, 
with as many as 14 believed to have 
been compromised. The attacks 
have been increasingly relentless 
since July, with Microsoft noting that 
it had informed 609 customers that 
they had been attacked 22,868 times 
by Nobelium, with a success rate 
in the low single digits. That’s more 
attacks than Microsoft had flagged 
rom all nation-state actors in the 
previous three years.

Earlier this month, Microsoft reported 
that Russia accounted for the 
majority of state-sponsored hacking 
detected by the Seattle-based 
software and internet giant during 
the past year. Most of the attacks 
targeted government agencies and 
think tanks in the United States, 
followed by Ukraine, Britain and 
European NATO members.

The U.S. government has 
previously blamed Russia’s SVR 
foreign intelligence agency for 
the SolarWinds hack, which went 
undetected for most of 2020, 
compromised several federal 
agencies and badly embarrassing 
Washington. The Russian 
government has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Microsoft said the recent activity “is 
another indicator that Russia is trying 
to gain long-term, systematic access 
to a variety of points in the technology 
supply chain and establish a 
mechanism for surveilling - now or in 
the future -targets of interest to the 
Russian government.”
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Toyota Testing Hydrogen 
Combustion Engines In Race Cars

T
oyota said it is testing 
hydrogen combustion 
engines in race cars as it 
works toward using the 
technology in commercial 

products.

Such engines burn hydrogen as 
fuel instead of gasoline, much like 
rockets. The Japanese automaker 
said testing the technology in race 
cars will allow it to collect data and 
try to fix problems on-site.

Toyota Motor Corp. announced 
earlier that it was developing a 
hydrogen combustion engine, which 
Ford Motor Co. and other automakers 
have also developed. Vehicles 
powered by such engines are 
different from fuel cell vehicles that 
use hydrogen to create electricity, 
and from electric or hybrid vehicles.

“We want to propose multiple 
options to meet regional needs,” 
Naoyuki Sakamoto, chief engineer 
of the hydrogen-powered engine 
Corolla model, said in an online news 
conference.

Sakamoto declined to say when the 
hydrogen combustion engine may 
become a commercial product, 
acknowledging further development 
are needed to address its so far 
limited driving range. Infrastructure 
for fueling such vehicles is another 
obstacle.

One advantage of hydrogen 
engines is that minimal adjustments 
are needed from regular internal 
combustion engines, except for the 
fuel piping and injection systems.

The use of hydrogen as fuel 
comes with some risk concerns, 
but hydrogen fueling stations are 
operating across Japan, with no 
major accidents so far.

Sakamoto said hydrogen is as safe 
as any other fuel on roads today, 
noting lithium-ion batteries used in 
EVs have caused fires, and hydrogen 
tanks are made of carbon fiber.

The latest hydrogen technology is 
being tested on a Yaris with a 1.6 
liter engine for racing, according to 
Toyota.

Two hydrogen tanks fit in the 
back seat area of the racing car, 
although that is likely to change for 
commercial models.

Hydrogen may offer some 
advantages. Batteries for EVs require 
various minerals, while hydrogen is 
relatively plentiful in the environment 
and can be readily stored and 
transported.

Hydrogen can be created from water 
by electrolysis, often carried out 
in school chemistry experiments. 
Hydrogen can also be converted 
from solar energy for storage. But 
depending on how widespread 
such fuel may become, it could be 
a lot cheaper to fill up your car than 
gasoline, whose prices fluctuate 
wildly. Toyota also said it was 
producing hydrogen at a geothermal 
power station in southern Japan.

But the hydrogen engine is not 100% 
zero emission, emitting a tiny bit 
of carbon dioxide from the engine 
oil. Toyota said it has developed 
technology to purify its nitrogen 
oxide, or NOx, emissions.
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"Missing piece" Marsh completes 
Australia T20 World Cup puzzle

“I don't think I've seen 
anyone hit the ball better, 
ever." 

Speaking of Marsh, Glenn 
Maxwell fired warning shots to 
the tournament's other 15 teams 
ahead of the T20 World Cup, 
though it took the man itself to 
deliver on the grandest stage to 
prove it.

In a T20 World Cup final, against 
rivals New Zealand, on a hot and 
sweaty Dubai night, Marsh was 
no shrinking violet. After the 
early departure of Aaron Finch 
in Australia's chase of 173, Marsh, 
with his collar up, and fire in the 
eyes, strode out knowing he was 
the man to deliver.

As if it was in slow motion (to him 

at least), Mitch Marsh picked up 
a 144kph delivery first up from 
Adam Milne, and put it two-thirds 
up the first tier at the Dubai 
International Stadium. Seemingly 
effortless, Marsh exploded in 
a brilliant batting masterclass, 
racing to 15 off four deliveries 
before finishing on 77 from 50 
deliveries. Taking the game away 
from the Black Caps in a matter of 
moments, Maxwell, the man who 
tried to tell the world of Marsh's 
quality, had the best view of his 
coming of age at the other end.

Maxwell had the honour of hitting 
the winning runs - a switch 
hit through third man off Tim 
Southee - though the cameras 
focused on Marsh with the 
thousands on hand screaming his 
name. Tossing away his helmet, 

oozing jubilation and perhaps a 
dash of relief, Marsh was engulfed 
by his teammates. His team's 
adoration was best put by Marcus 
Stoinis moments after victory: 
"You won't find bigger supporters 
of Mitch Marsh than right here, 
apart from probably his family."

Australia were unfancied before 
the tournament, and the recent 
history of their T20I team was 
grim reading even for the most 
one-eyed fans draped in green 
and gold.

No men's team had ever lost 
consecutive T20I series in a lead-
up to a T20 World Cup victory. 
Unbelievably, Australia had lost 
five on the bounce.

Prior to the series defeats at the 

Struggling to find his spot in Australia's team, stricken by injury and 
scrutinised by the public, Mitch Marsh showed his true colours batting in 

a new role in a victorious T20 World Cup campaign.
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West Indies and Bangladesh, 
England, India and New Zealand 
had all proved to be too much for 
Aaron Finch's side, who failed in 
finding any rhythm in the format. 
Marsh, in and out of the team 
either nursing injury of through 
patchy form, was often man to 
make way. Not only were Australia 
shuffling their side around to 
find their best make-up, Marsh's 
individual role was still unknown, 
if there was a role for him at all.

Before the tour of the Caribbean, 
Marsh's batting average across 20 
innings of T20I was just 21.66. With 
a strike rate of 116.07, well down on 
others around the world, it looked 
from the outside that perhaps 
there would be no spot for him in 
the side for the UAE.

Batting from No.4 down to No.7 
for Australia, Justin Langer and 
fellow staff looked at Marsh's role 
from a different angle for the 
Caribbean tour. A pivotal player 
at No.3 in his Australian domestic 
side, the Perth Scorchers, and 
with several players opting out of 
the tour Marsh received a tap on 
the shoulder.

"The coaching staff came up to 

me in the West Indies about six 
months ago now and said "you're 
going to bat three for the series", 
and (I) absolutely jumped at the 
idea of that."

Marsh stood tall on the tour, 
kicking the door down for a spot 
in the World Cup side. Top-
scoring in six of Australia's ten 
T20I innings across the tours of 
the West Indies and Bangladesh, 
Marsh's role at three for the global 
tournament was all but secured 
in the eyes of coach Langer, even 
with the side losing both series.

"When we were in the West Indies 
and Bangladesh leading into this 
(T20 World Cup), there was a few 
missing pieces, and Mitch Marsh 
took one of those pieces.

"He's been brilliant."

Since the start of July, Marsh 
has incredibly lifted his career 
T20I average and strike rate 
both by almost ten. Before July, 
Marsh averaged just 21.66 in the 
international format, at a strike 
rate of 116.07. In 16 innings (14 of 
which at No.3), Marsh now boasts 
a career T20I record of 31.60, and a 
strike rate of 125.00. 

Marsh, freed by a role higher 
in Australia's order, now looks 
unpanicked and unflustered. 
Buoyed by teammates, and 
bolstered by a blooding in batting 
through T20 cricket around the 
world, a modest Marsh credited 
those around him for his success.

"I'd done it a little bit for the 
(Perth) Scorchers back home, 
but I've obviously got all of our 
staff and everyone involved in the 
Australian setup (to thank) for 
backing me to getting up the top, 
and I just love playing my role for 
this team."

"There's not a whole lot of thinking 
that goes into that. (I) just wanted 
to get out there and have a 
presence. Big Marcus Stoinis 
always talks to me about having 
a presence and getting into the 
contest, and that allows me to go 
out there and just play my game."

Finishing with an average of 61.66 
for the tournament, making his 
185 runs at a strike rate of 146.82, it 
would be fair to argue that Marsh 
will be one of the first names 
on Aaron Finch's team sheet for 
Australia's title defence  
next year.
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'He’ll be Player of the Tournament': Warner 
repays the faith in golden campaign

“Without a word of a 
lie, I promise you, I 
called Justin Langer 

a few months ago and said, ‘Don’t 
worry about Davey, he’ll be Player 
of the Tournament,'" Aaron Finch 
recalls.

“He’s one of the all-time great 
batters. And he’s a fighter."

Finch's faith in fellow opening 
batter David Warner never 
waivered. And with 289 runs at 
48.17 and a strike rate of 146.70, 
it's fair to say Warner went above 
and beyond in repayment to his 
captain.

Crowned Player of the 
Tournament after a half-century in 
his team's drought-breaking ICC 
Men's T20 World Cup Final victory, 
Warner was back to his fearsome 
best in the UAE. Punchy and 
busy at the crease, he controlled 

the early overs, asserting 
dominance over bowling attacks 
in his trademark style. Punishing 
anything too full or too short, and 
squeezing every run he could by 
challenging the fielders, Warner 
gave opposing captains little rest 
while answering his team's call.

Warner reached double figures 
in all but one innings at the T20 
World Cup, passing fifty on three 
occasions during the campaign.

It was at the tournament's 
backend where Warner's 
presence was felt most, the 
time when players truly create 
their everlasting legacy. Calm in 
Australia's final three innings, 
Warner was headstrong in their 
successful chases. Making 89* (56) 
against the West Indies to lock in 
a knockout spot, Warner made 49 
(30) in Australia's semi-final win 
over Pakistan, before a knock of 

53 (38) to put Australia on top over 
their trans-Tasman rivals in the 
final.

A member of the squad to reach 
the 2010 T20 World Cup Final, 
Warner was run out by Michael 
Lumb for just two in the match's 
early moments, before watching 
England cruise to victory, lifting 
the trophy in Barbados.

With that defeat in the back of his 
mind, and the whispers around in 
regards to his form having been 
dropped by Sunrisers Hyderabad 
in the month leading up to the 
World Cup, Warner felt working 
on his fundamentals would click 
him into gear.

"Being part of the World Cup 
Final against England (in 
2010), that really hurt," Warner 
acknowledged after last night's 
win.

"I always felt really well.

"For me it was about going back 
to basics, getting on some hard, 
synthetic wickets in order to hit 
volumes of balls."

Warner pipped teammate 
Adam Zampa for the individual 
accolade, who mounted a 
strong case, taking 13 wickets, 
at an average of just 12.07, and 
going for 5.81 runs per over. Only 
Wanindu Hasaranga, who played 
in the tournament's First Round, 
claimed more scalps (16).

After a lean trot with the bat in the lead-up to the ICC Men's T20 World 
Cup, David Warner was not the first name to come to mind when Player 

of the Tournament predictions were made.
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