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Retracing steps to move ahead

The crowds chanted 
'No pride in Genocide' 
before they pulled 
down the bronze 

sculptures of Queen Victoria and 
Queen Elizabeth II and smeared 
it with paint, in the Canadian 
city of Winnipeg on July 3,2021. 
What started with the discovery 
of unmarked mass graves 
belonging to Indigenous children 
in Canada, has now become an 
opportunity for deep reckoning. 

In May this year, 215 unmarked 
graves were found in what 
used to be Canada's largest 
Indigenous residential school 
and 751 unmarked graves were 
found at Saskatchewan in June 
this year. On June 30, 2021, the 
remains of 182 people were 
found at a former school in 
British Columbia.

The 2015 Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 
report called it cultural genocide. 

This is indeed a shameful 
chapter in Canadian history. From 
forced conversions to rapes and 
abuse, these residential schools 

EDITORIAL TEAM

mail@britishherald.com

were home to horrors that one 
can only imagine today. More 
than 150,000 indigenous children 
were taken from their families 
and placed in these schools 
throughout Canada between 
1863 and 1998. 

While the Canadian government 
formally apologised for the 
system in 2008, amid growing 
anger over the fi ndings of these 
mass graves, there have been 
calls for the Queen to apologise.

Quite simply because, this 
history does not belong to 
Canada alone. All these schools 
were set up in Canada when 
it was a British dominion. The 
groundwork for these were 
part of British colonial policy. 
One must not forget that the 
oldest residential school in 
Canada, the Mohawk Institute, 
was established 48 years 
prior to setting up the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial school in 
1879 in Pennsylvania, which is 
considered the blueprint. 

Prime Minister Johnson's offi  ce 
has condemned the defacing 

of statues of the Queen. The act 
does seem far-fetched when 
observed from a privileged 
corner of the world. However, 
at a time when the world views 
accountability as the right 
move forward, the Indeginous 
community is only and rightfully 
asking for a closure and an 
apology. Here is an opportunity 
for Great Britain to have an 
unprejudiced look at the past 
and take the right decision, to 
aid the healing process of former 
residential school students, now 
called survivors.
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Elon Musk’s life has been voluminous, so much that it 
can never be bound by a single echelon, regardless 
of his denomination or accomplishments. Musk 
garnered attention across the globe, once he stepped 

into the feisty universe of Tesla Inc, as its CEO. His prowess 
and relentless spirit has prompted him to not just lay his eyes 
on varied pursuits, but also leave his deep footprint on the 
realms he has scaled. While his world view regarding an array of 
things is often perceived to fall on the extremes, it is either too 
phenomenal, non-partisan or it marks itself on the cusp of being 
outlandish. In spite of all, Musk is a man of great power, someone 
who can sway the opinions of people, skyrocket Wall Street 
shares or determine the fate of counterparts and upcoming fi rms, 
with a single tweet. Musk has never been bridled by fears of 
failure or deep thought. Whether it was making electric vehicles, 
producing reusable rockets for launching into space or tumbling 
down the state of cryptocurrency with his sheer opinion on social 
media, he has delved into life impulse by impulse.

That said, it was not always winning streak for ‘the baron of 
technology and business today’, and his evolution into the 
current stature goes a long way. 

The tech baron and Wall Street Maverick…

ELON MUSKMUSKELON MUSK
B E Y O N D  T E R R E S T R I A L
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GENESIS

Elon Reeve Musk, who is today the 
cofounder of PayPal, SpaceX and 
Tesla Motors has not had a smooth 
ride during his childhood. Born on 
June 28, 1971, in Pretoria, South 
Africa to parents Maye Musk and 
Errol Musk, it was all about humble 
beginnings for little Elon. While 
Maye was a model and a dietician, 
his father was an electromechanical 
engineer, pilot and sailor. Elon is 
the eldest of the three children, 
with siblings Kimbal Musk, who 
is now a venture capitalist and 
environmentalist and Tosca Musk, 
a recipient of multiple awards as 
producer and director.  Musk has 
a British and Pennsylvania Dutch 
lineage. 

With his parents opting for a divorce 
in 1980, Musk lived with his father, a 
decision which had left him 

scarred in many ways and left their 
relationship as estranged today. 

As a child, Musk immersed himself 
in reading books and was an ardent 
follower of comics. However, spurts 
of his wizardry were witnessed as 
early as when he was ten years old. 
Those days, in addition to shaky 
domestic front, the young Musk was 
put through a harrowing experience 
in the form of bullying, which has 
had a drastic eff ect on him. Musk 
had in May 2021 divulged that he 
has had Asperger Syndrome.

He had a penchant for 
programming, of which he had 
a hands-on experience through 
'Commodore VIC-20'. It did not take 
long enough for the then prodigy, 
who was 12 years old, to make 
'Blastar', a video game, the basic 
code of which was handed over to 
a magazine named PC and Offi  ce 
Technology in return for $500. 

THE FRAMEWORK

Before graduating from Pretoria 
Boys High School, he had been 
to Waterkloof House Preparatory 
School and Bryanston High School, 
in Johannesburg, South Africa.

In pursuit of moving to the United 
States, he sought a citizenship 
through his mother. Fate had other 
plans for him after he reached 
Canada, as he was meandering 
through unforeseen pathways. 

Musk’s academic itinerary was such 
that as he touched one milestone 
after another, love for Physics 
seeped into his mind and soul, 
leaving a strong imprint. He had 
shared his thoughts about it earlier, 
“[Physics is] a good framework for 
thinking. … Boil things down to their 
fundamental truths and reason up 
from there.”

COVER STORY

When somebody has 
a breakthrough 
innovation, it is 

rarely one little 
thing. It’s usually a 

whole bunch of things 
that collectively 
amount to a huge 

innovation”
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Two years spent by Musk at Queen’s 
University, Canada, at the age of 17, 
was followed by higher education 
in University of Pennsylvania. He 
attained two majors there, which 
signifi cantly threw light on the 
course his life would take in the 
coming few years.

He came out with a Bachelor of 
Science in Physics and a Bachelor 
of Arts in Economics from the 
Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  During the early years 
of Silicon Valley, Musk interned for 
two programmes, in 1994. At the age 
of 24, he shifted to California for a 
Ph.D programme in Applied Physics 
at Stanford University, however, 
for the impetuous persona that he 
had, Musk called it quits in just two 
days to embark on his ambitious 
entrepreneurial voyage. 

When the taste of knowledge and 
triumphant ventures allured him, 
Musk stayed true to the renowned 
lines of Alfred Tennyson‘s poem 
Ulysses, ‘All experience is an arch 
wherethro’, Gleams that untravell’d 
world whose margin fades for ever 
and forever when I move’, and goes 
on to make him part of the same 
enchanting experience.   

MR 'ANTHROPOCENE'

It was in Queen’s University that 
Musk met Canadian author Justine 
Wilson, with whom he later entered 
wedlock in the year 2000. However, 
eight years later, the marriage hit 
splitsville. Musk has had a few 
personal rough patches in his 
life, with whirlwind experiences, 
unlike his professional bouts. His 
son Nevada Alexander Musk, with 
Justine, succumbed to death due to 
'Sudden Infant Death Syndrome', in 
ten weeks of his birth. Together, they 
have fi ve children. 

After dating for a few years, he 
married English actress Talulah 
Jane Riley in 2010, which lasted only 
for two years. However, their story 
was quite convoluted and would 
continue on a bumpy ground. The 
couple got back together the next 
year after divorce. Again, Musk fi led 
for a divorce in December 2014, 
which was repealed. A second 
divorce was mooted in 2016, post 

which he dated actress Amber 
Heard for a while.

Musk again went back to his Canadian 
roots, when he dated musician 
Grimes, who gave birth to a son in 
May 2020. The unconventional Musk’s 
son got an equally bizarre name in ‘X 
Æ A-12’, which after a few hassles was 
changed to ‘X AE A-XII’, with X as the 
fi rst name and the rest as the middle.
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EXPLORING 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

While the world better knows 
Musk as Tesla Man and for being 
the propellant of Bitcoin to levels 
never heard or seen before, that is 
not all. He has conscientiously built 
his empire, with not just each brick 
of aspiration, but making sure the 
imaginations that thrived in his mind 
are ventured into reality. Tesla is just 
one among the vibrant end products 
of his eff ulgent mind.

PAYPAL OVERHAUL

Musk’s fi rst stint in entrepreneurship 
came in the form of a collaboration 
with his brother Kimbal in 1995, 
named as 'Zip2', a software 
company helping newspapers 
create online city maps. Their fi rst 

startup witnessed the acquisition 
by Compaq’s 'AltaVista' web search 
engine for $340 million. Soon, one 
achievement led to another, and 
Musk employed the money that he 
received out of Zip2 to further build 
another company that would work 
towards cementing the future of 
banking, named 'X.com'. It emerged 
to be the fi rst online bank to get 
federally insured, and claimed to 
have more than 200,000 customers 
joining hands for the service within 
the fi rst few months. However, Musk 
fell into troubled waters, after the 
company’s investors projected him 
to be lacking in experience. Bill 
Harris, who served as 'Intuit' CEO 
became his successor towards 
the end of the year. The company 
carved a niche for itself in a limited 
span of time that it was brought for 
a merger with online bank 'Confi nity'. 
This collaboration gave birth to 
PayPal, an online money transfer 
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service. Confi nity, originally owned 
by Max Levchin and Peter Thiel, had 
Musk redeem himself as its CEO. 
However, this achievement seemed 
too good to last, and ideological 
diff erences and technological 
disparities became vivid as the bone 
of contention. Musk was again asked 
to leave, with the already ousted 
Thiel replacing him in September 
2000.

It was probably predetermined that 
'PayPal' and Musk’s association were 
intertwined. The venture acquired 
by eBay for $1.5 billion, had $100 
million come Musk’s way, being the 
largest shareholder with 1.7 percent. 
His strong personal association with 
X.Com was refl ected when Musk 
purchased the same from PayPal in 
2017. 

It was after PayPal gradually shut 
its door against him that destiny 

worked wonders on Elon Musk with 
Tesla Inc, which was originally Tesla 
Motors.

SPACE ODDITY

Elon Musk has always been a 
proponent of conservation of Earth 
and sustainability. This fi re was 
kindled when in 2001, he teamed 
up with the non-profi t organisation 
Mars Society. Together, they ideated 
positioning a chamber of growth for 
plants in Mars. He was in forefront 
of talks regarding funding the 
project. By October that year, he 
was preoccupied with purchasing 
revamped 'Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missiles' (ICBM), with a capacity to 
drive green payloads into space, 
from Moscow. His meetings with 
companies such as NPO Lavochkin 
and Kosmotras went in vain, as for 
them, he was nothing less than a 

neophyte. However, Musk was not 
cowed down by this, and he came 
back to them in February next 
year to get hold of three ICBMs. 
Kosmotras off ered one rocket in 
return for $8 million. Instead of 
conceding at that moment, Musk 
chose to create his own company 
that would build rockets, which are 
aff ordable. This incident marked 
another new chapter in his life – 
Space Exploration Technologies 
Corp, which was traded for SpaceX 
in May 2002. He continues to be 
the CEO of SpaceX and has the title 
Chief Engineer to his credit. 

He became the epitome of 
persistence by striving towards 
achieving his goals. Following three 
unsuccessful launches, 'SpaceX' 
had Falcon 1 in 2008, with a positive 
response. It became the fi rst liquid-
fuel rocket to reach Earth orbit. 
It also received a contract from 

SpaceX CEO Musk speaks after unveiling 
the Dragon V2 spacecraft in Hawthorne
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Commercial Resupply Services 
programme of $1.6 billion for Falcon 
9’s 12 fl ights, along with Dragon 
spacecraft to the International 
Space Station (ISS). The latter was 
taking the place of Space Shuttle 
after its retirement in 2011. In 
2012, the 'Dragon' vehicle landed 
alongside ISS, the fi rst of its kind for 
any private endeavour. 

In a few years, SpaceX successfully 
landed Falcon 9 in its fi rst stage in 
2015. Two years later an upgraded 
launch vehicle and spacecraft 
system ‘Big Falcon Rocket’, 
equipped for all resources of 
SpaceX launch service provider was 
brought forth. SpaceX also started 
developing the Starlink constellation 
of low Earth orbit satellites in the 
year 2015 to provide satellite internet 
access.

Then came ‘Falcon Heavy’ in 2018, 
which had carried ‘Tesla Roadster 
as a dummy payload. It was in 
the same year that the tycoon of 
technology made an announcement 
of a lunar circumnavigation mission 
planned for 2023, under the name 
‘dearMoon project’. 

The world saw Musk gleam again 
with pride, as in the year 2020 it 
launched its fi rst manned fl ight 
titled Demo-2, being the pioneer 
in placing a person into orbit, at 
the same time dock a crewed 
spacecraft, with the ISS. 

MARKING AN ERA WITH 
TESLA

The year 2004 had Musk enter 
the universe of Tesla Motors, 

spearheaded by engineers Martin 
Eberhand and Marc Tarpenning 
at that time. He seeped into the 
eff ective management of the 
company to further play an intrinsic 
role in the product design of Tesla’s 
fi rst electric car Roadster. The 
stormy series of disagreements 
that followed led to the ouster 
of Eberhand, and gave Musk the 
leverage that he was anticipating for, 
in his position at Tesla. Having found 
semblance of control and equipoise 
amid the worst of disconcerting 
storms throughout his life, Musk has 
always ensured to make 
'Carpe Diem' his motto. He soon 
assumed responsibility as Tesla’s 
CEO and to primarily oversee 
the product in 2008. The more 
responsibilities he was ascribed 
with, the more nonchalant he 
became. 

Musk addressing media during the 
Model S Beta Event at the Tesla factory
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“I’m interested in things that change the 
world or that affect the future and 
wondrous, new technology where you 
see it, and you’re like, ‘Wow, how did that 
even happen? How is that possible?’”

Elon Musk speaks during a media tour 
of  the Tesla Gigafactory,at Nevada, US
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Tesla vroomed with its fi rst 
electric vehicle 'Roadster' in the 
same year, with panache. And, 
this accomplishment made it the 
all-electric car to be endowed with 
lithium-ion battery cells. Its four-
door ‘Model S’ sedan in 2012 was 
an anomaly for Tesla and the world 
over, when it comes to electric 
cars. Even the ever vibrant Tesla 
was brought to the verge of a cliff , 
in 2013, questioning its sustenance. 
It was Musk’s shrewd persona that 
made him seize the moment and 
to come out stronger than before. 
A quick deal with Google helped 
salvage Tesla’s ship and manoeuvre 
its voyages in future. 

'Model X' followed suit in 2015, 
the latest add-on to be 'Model Y', 
another deviation and fi fth vehicle, 

unveiled in 2020. With Musk steering 
ahead the company’s eff ective 
management, Tesla launched a line 
of lithium-ion battery and electric 
vehicle subassembly factories such 
as Gigafactory 1 in Nevada and 
Gigafactory 3 in China.          

JUGGLING ROLES

As Musk was exposed to more 
daunting situations, he faced them 
all with verve. It was astounding 
how at the same time when Tesla 
faced one of its adverse situations 
in 2013, he revisited his inclination 
with 'Hyperloop', a train design to 
travel to the farthest places in a 
quick span of time. A number of 
states are eyeing to incorporate 
Hyperloop routes, which act as a 

bridge between major cities. While 
one venture was in a labyrinth 
of uncertainties, he robustly 
showcased his prowess in another 
to scale it to glorious heights. He 
was all things at all times for all his 
enterprises, being a human melting 
pot of sorts. Richard Branson, the 
billionaire entrepreneur founded his 
startup 'Virgin Hyperloop' to create 
the technology required to make 
this concept a reality. Universities 
too have formed teams for the 
same. 

Musk stepped into envisioning 
and adding another milestone 
to his empire in 2016, the 'Boring 
Company', which was all things but 
decrepit. The idea was brought to 
fruition with the aim of constructing 
tunnels. One of its achievements 

Elon Musk speaking at a Boring Company 
community meeting at Los Angeles
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was building a tunnel beneath 
the Las Vegas Convention Center 
in the beginning of the year 2021, 
the expansion of which have been 
sanctioned by local authorities. 
The Boring Company sold 2000 
fl amethrowers in 2018 under 
Musk’s leadership, clinching $10 
million, in no time. It garnered wide 
media scrutiny, due to the legal 
complications it was witness to, for 
purchasing, selling and even owning 
fl amethrowers. However, for the 
clout that Musk is and holds, to a 
great extent, this negative publicity 
was taken in good stride by him. By 
selling more than 50,000 hats for 
the Boring Company for $20 each, 
he raked in $600,000, which made 
him change his Twitter bio as the 
Hat Salesman. The bohemian Musk 
had sold $3.5 million fl amethrowers, 
that day.

NEURALINK POTENTIAL

Musk became the co-founder of 
'Neuralink' in 2016, a technology 
based on neurotechnology, which 
would assimilate human brain 
with Artifi cial Intelligence. As per 
the technology, it would produce 
devices embossed in the human 
brain making the integration of 
brain with machines a translucent 
process. 

He has been meticulously working 
on enhancing human brain, coupled 
with artifi cial intelligence, ever 
since. The maverick entrepreneur 
had once described one among his 
earlier devices as ‘a Fitbit in your 
skull’, which could be a panacea 
for deafness, paralysis, blindness 
and other ailments, in a live event in 
August 2020. 

Red carpet for the Axel 
Springer award, in Berlin
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Neuralink’s formulation comes as a 
continuation of 'OpenAI', a non-profi t 
artifi cial intelligence company based 
on research, started in December 
2015. Its prerogative is to provide 
safe and benefi cial technology to 
human beings. 

CREATING RIPPLES

The fact that Elon Musk can make 
or break opinions of people across 
the world, have been time and again 
reiterated in the fate of Bitcoins, 
GameStop and a few others. 

While his tweets were 
deliberately implied at upcoming 
cryptocurrencies and companies, 
certain references indirectly 
benefi tted fi rms that made use of 
the same. His tweet, ‘use Signal’, 
surged the stock price of a small 

company over 5,000 percent. Shares 
for GameStop climbed 92 percent 
in a single day with Musk tweeting 
‘Gamestonks’.  His announcement 
over social networking app 
Clubhouse, when he made his 
debut appearance on the platform 
that Tesla might accept Bitcoin 
as the mode of payment took the 
cryptocurrency to an all-time high. 
And one fi ne day, the very mention 
of the word Bitcoin sent share 
market afi cionados in a state of tizzy 
from early this year.

MAN OF CONTRADICTIONS

The cryptocurrency Bitcoin 
crumbled when he went back on 
his words regarding payments 
for Tesla citing climatic concerns 
and suspended vehicle purchase 
transactions using the same. Bitcoin 

Tesla's gigafactory in 
Gruenheide
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plunged as much as seven percent 
following the tweet, from $54,819 
to $45,700, its lowest since March 
1. That said, Musk hasn’t written off  
the future of Bitcoin completely, 
asserting that it would resume its 
use as soon as it switched to being 
more sustainable. Moreover, his 
tweet on another obscure meme 
cryptocurrency Dogecoin on May 19, 
left it soaring at $0.40 from $0.29, 
within hours. His intermittent change 
of opinions has made Musk a man of 
contradictions. 

Despite the wavering stance of 
Musk regarding stocks and shares, 
fi nancial experts and followers have 
keenly laid their eyes on his opinions 
regarding cryptocurrency, to further 
place their bet on it. 

CHAMPION OF NATURE
While Musk has been a man of 
technology, he has unabashedly 
been working towards fi nding a 
sustainable solution for planet 
Earth, equally off ering futuristic 
support for forging life on Mars at 
the same time. He has often said 
humans are the biggest threat to 
their own existence, referring to 
global warming and climate change 
and the drastic eff ects it will have 
on society. The work he has done 
on electrifi cation so far and SpaceX 
are aimed towards addressing these 
problems. 

His vision on vehicles powered 
by solar energy has been a 
revolutionary concept. Musk had 
also contributed a million dollar to a 

tree-planting initiative, ‘Team Trees’ 
by YouTuber MrBeast, post which he 
changed his fi rst name on Twitter to 
Treelon.

He had also recently made an 
announcement that he would 
invest $100 million in XPrize, an 
incentive-based competition, as 
a solution for carbon removal. 
His view on ways to protect Earth 
or deriving methodologies that 
would strengthen humans’ footing 
on the planet has often faced 
contending opinions by experts due 
to its practicality. Musk, however, 
continues to have that zest for 
making a conducive and safe 
environment for people to thrive on. 
And each time, he blatantly refuses 
to yield, which sets him apart from 
his peers.

SpaceX CEO Elon Musk celebrates after the launch of  a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket and 
Crew Dragon spacecraft on NASA's SpaceX Demo-2 mission to the International 
Space Station from NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral
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The world never run out 
of a need for a hero. 
An act of kindness, a 
selfl ess hand-holding 

to pull people through and guide 

them out of misery is sometimes 

all it takes for a mere mortal to 

be elevated to the role of a hero. 

Often, you don’t get to hear their 

stories. British Herald speaks to 

one such hero to hear and share 

her story.

Monti Becker Kelly has been 

mentoring and guiding women 

of colour for years. She was just 

a child, when she decided to 

be a part of causes that would 

contribute to the upliftment of 

people of colour, and it was her 

parents that walked her through it.

“Both of my parents were very 

active in various civil rights causes. 

Through their involvement in inner 

city youth programs in Cleveland 

Giving wings and voice to 
women of colour

Monti Becker Kelly

STORIES

Being approached by 
the Oprah Winfrey 

Network was an honour 
and surprise. I know 
that this honor was 
a direct result of my 
joining the National 
Coalition of Black 

Women, which has a 
partnership with OWN

city youth, for which she was 
honored at the White House. My 
family even wrote a book, which 
led to articles, and speaking 
opportunities at nonprofi ts and 
schools in Cleveland for us. It 
even became required reading 

I began developing the strong 
values that I have today. Both 
were prominent educators and 
volunteers in the community. My 
mother founded the Jesse Owens 
Olympic Youth Development 
Program, working with inner 



JUL-AUG 2021facebook.com/britishherald 19

BRITISH HERALD

19

in local schools. My parents were 
very strong civil rights activists 
who were focused on extending 
support to the black inner city 
community and youth, so that’s 
what I grew up doing, both for jobs 
and volunteer work,”says Monti.

Monti who is currently the Senior 
Vice President of Customer 
Engagement and Strategy for 
[24]7.ai, a leading software and 
services company that uses 
artifi cial intelligence to signifi cantly 
improve customer experiences, 
continued to work for the causes 
of her people even after her 
mothers passing. At just 22 years 
of age, Monti says she realized 
that she had the ability and drive 
to continue her mother’s work. “I 
continue her work to this day,”says 
Monti, who founded a scholarship 
fund in her mother’s name, as 
part of which the local community 
college provides fi nancial backing 
to support educational goals 
for those in less fortunate, non-
traditional situations in Cleveland, 
Ohio. “Thirty years later, I still run 
this scholarship and we have 
awarded several to deserving 
students each year.”

Her years of work recently got 
a much deserved attention 
which came as an interview for 
Oprah Winfrey’s Network (OWN). 
Speaking about which Monti says 
“ Being approached by the Oprah 
Winfrey Network was an honour 
and surprise. I know that this honor 
was a direct result of my joining 
the National Coalition of Black 
Women, which has a partnership 
with OWN. OWN is producing a 
new TV legal drama series called 
Delilah based in Charlotte, NC, 
where I live. This show highlights 

STORIES

Black Lives Matter 
movement should 

be more than a 
movement, it should 
become a way of life 
for equality, justice 

and opportunity for all

the authentic experiences and 
real life journeys of black women. 
I was identifi ed by NCBW and 
recognised by OWN as a true 
life “Delilah” in the Charlotte 
community. What was really 
surprising about this though, is 
that giving back to the community 
is how I grew up. I view that as a 
part of what I do every day, rather 
than something that’s going above 
and beyond.”

The Black Lives Matter ( BLM) 
movement was one of those rare 
historical moments when the 
world saw a diff erent face of the 
USA. Monti was obviously part 
of it, she says “  Being involved 
in the BLM movement has been 
eye opening, emotional, and 
impactful in terms of learning 
more about all the brutality and 
unfairness that continues in the 
United States and in the world. I’ve 
been actively involved over the 
last year, participating in marches 
in Charlotte. Black Lives Matter 
movement should be more than 
a movement, it should become a 
way of life for equality, justice and 
opportunity for all.”

 Despite years of struggle, to 
the world outside, the US still 
has a long way to go when it 
comes to accepting people of 
colour and people from other 
races. Monti points out that black 

people in the US are gaining a 
stronger voice, and there is still 
a lot of work to do. “To me, it’s 
all about empowerment within 
black families, education and 
economics. Mentoring plays a 
strong role in that. Mentoring 
has always been very important 
to me, both learning from my 
own mentors, and mentoring 
others, specifi cally black women.” 
Monti has served several board 
terms for Women Executives 
of Community Services for the 
WINGS Scholarship Program 
here in Charlotte over the last 
ten years. “I continue to mentor 
young women today to guide 
them through achieving their 
educational goals while balancing 
motherhood, work, unique 
challenges and obstacles. It 
is incumbent on the people 
in power, all races, ethnicities 
and genders, in both corporate 
America and education to seek 
out and recognize opportunities 
to mentor young people of colour 
in all fi elds. This will result in more 
people of color rising to positions 
of power, and I believe this can 
have a tremendous impact 
in changing our society over 
time,”she elaborates.

Women were the worst aff ected 
during this pandemic. Those 
who had jobs lost it, those who 
were homemakers, were stuck 
at home, with no hopes of relief 
from household chores. Monti  
who is also the founder and 
executive sponsor/chairperson of 
[24]7.ai's ‘Connect HER Women's 
Leadership Organization’ says 
that she became aware of how 
much worse the pandemic 
was for some groups, and the 
additional opportunities to help 
those groups. “The pandemic 
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has undoubtedly highlighted 
disparities that already existed, 
and brought out new ones. Many 
women were forced to leave 
the workforce, temporarily or 
permanently as a result of Covid 
which will have a lasting impact 
on the world, companies, diversity 
and income. We need to lift up 
our fellow women through these 
tough times and be prepared to 
reopen doors as we exit the worst 
of Covid and some normalcy 
returns. As I mentor, I would 
remind them that tough times 
don’t last. It’s hard to know what 
the future will bring, but we are 
starting to see jobs coming back, 
and out of every challenge is a 
new opportunity.”

When quizzed about the advice 
she would give her younger self 
Monti says “ If I had the chance to 
meet a young Monti, I think I would 
advise her to take more risks at 
a young age. I’ve learned to feel 
okay with failure, as opposed 
to playing it safe all the time. 
Taking risks always leads to new 
opportunities, and I’ve found it to 
be more rewarding than not,”she 
concludes.

STORIES

Mentoring has always 
been very important 
to me, both learning 

from my own mentors, 
and mentoring others, 

specifi cally black 
women. I continue to 
mentor young women 
today to guide them 

through achieving their 
educational goals while 
balancing motherhood, 

work, unique challenges 
and obstacles
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Goals set right from a very 
young age

Manusha Punyadi Perera 
had her goals set right 
from a very young age. 

“It has always been my desire to 
become a lawyer and I was studying 
and working towards becoming 
qualifi ed,” she says.

Manusha, who is currently the Head 
of Law and Intellectual Property 
(IP)Development at Sun Mark 
Ltd & Associated Companies, UK 
reminisces about her journey as a 
young law aspirant, “While reading 
law, I started working for two high 
street law fi rms as an intern and 
this gave me the opportunity to 
get involved with civil litigation 
and case management. In 2011, I 
joined Sun Mark Limited which is 
a renowned International export 
company. I oversee the the 
company’s Intellectual Property (IP) 
portfolio and commercial side of the 
company. It is a great company to 
work for and I am grateful to Lord 
Rami Ranger who believed in me 
and gave me the opportunity to 
serve the company.”

She says she believes in being 
adaptable in a workplace, “I did not 
have an option to choose which 
areas of the law I was going to 
specialise in, I believe this is the 
case for most graduates. Therefore, 
I did not choose but took up the 
employment available at the time 
and was being adoptable and 
transferred my skills into what is 
available.”  

A word of advice she would give 
youngsters who are newly stepping 
into the legal industry is that, “There 
is a saying that ‘Work like you do not 
need money'. This is exactly what I 
can say to the younger generation 
joining the industry. Just work hard, 
do not complain about your salary or 
the benefi t you are getting from the 
company but rather concentrate on 
what you can give to the company 
or to your clients. Legal sector is very 
competitive and what you sow now 
can reap later in the career."  

“Challengers are constant and 
inevitable,” says Manusha. 
“Be resilient and be loyal to the 
company or your client. They believe 
in you and you should believe what 
you do. Once you have the correct 
moral sets of thoughts your action will 
lead you in the right direction.”

With a work environment that can 
be demanding, Manusha makes 
sure that her weekends are kept 
aside for indulging in some of her 
favorite hobbies. “It depends on 
what I fi nd relaxing each day. I make 
plans for the weekend. Baking and 
trying International cuisines makes 
me de-stressed and takes my 
mind away from hectic week and 
prepares myself for the coming 
week. Sometimes deciding what 
dessert to bake on the weekend and 
making a list of ingredients which 
I need to buy on Friday evening 
and change the plans on Thursday 
evening is also fun!”

Manusha Punyadi Perera, Head 
of Law and Intellectual Property 
(IP)Development, Sun Mark Ltd & 
Associated Companies

“Be resilient and be 
loyal to the company or 

your client. They believe 
in you and you should 
believe what you do"

STORIES
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Tackling inequalities 
has been a life mission 
for Cllr Dr Aysha Raza 
who is using her power 

and position as the Labour & Co-
Operative councillor for Greenford 
Green Ward eff ectively for the same. 
She is the fi rst cabinet member with 
the portfolio for tackling Inequalities 
in the London Borough of Ealing. 
Though the pandemic has aff ected 
the functioning of the council, Aysha 
has ensured that that the council’s 
activities are centred around public 
health and the NHS messaging 
reaches every household through 
the in-house publication around 
Ealing and online channels in the 
community languages. Explaining 
the process she says, “ Throughout 
the lockdown during the pandemic 
I have fi elded an increased number 
of phone-calls mostly beginning 
with the words ‘I didn’t know who 
to call so I hope you don’t mind me 
calling you to ask’ Mostly these were 
calls for practical help like getting 
shopping, organising bill payments 
etc when digitally excluded, routine 
healthcare appointments, hot meals 
for those on their own, worried 
people with loved ones in hospital 
or recently bereaved needing to 

organise funerals. We saw the best 
of our community coming together 
to help neighbours in need, it was 
so very heartening to witness. Covid 
mutual aid groups supported by 
the council’s Ealing Together phone 
line and staff  were enabled and 
continue to support so many in need 
as we move towards a recovery. 

Much of the response was managed 
centrally but wherever possible the 
council has supported our residents 
with continuing vital services like 
refuse collection.”

She added that the council was 
responsible for the distribution of 
government food rations for those 
that were vulnerable and shielding, 

Purgator of ‘colour’ gaze
Cllr Dr Aysha Raza, the 
Labour & Co-Operative 

councillor for Greenford 
Green Ward is making 

Ealing a truly diverse 
borough of London, home 

to people with roots all 
over the world to live and 

celebrate diversity

STORIES
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often substituting unsuitable food 
items for better quality culturally 
appropriate ones. 

Aysha says that it upsets her to think 
how COVID-19 has aff ected the 
minority communities with so many 
lost to the virus in both the fi rst 
and second waves. “Many of these 
people were our keyworkers who 
remained on the frontline providing 
vital services during lockdown. The 
cracks of inequality were already 
widening with life expectancy 
lower by a decade in areas like 
Southall compared with our affl  uent 
neighbourhoods in central Ealing. 
Minority communities already 
aff ected by gross inequalities of 
every sort were just unable to 
cope with all the recent changes 
including Brexit. Tragically in the UK 
we have had a policy of austerity 
which has run down our public 
services, severely aff ecting our 
resilience to any possible crisis. 
A period of economic instability 
during the Brexit transition has been 
escalated by COVID-19. I would say 
it’s the perfect storm.”

She unapologetically voices her 
views on this issue as according to 
her it has been a political choice 
to follow a programme of austerity 
mercilessly cutting the budget of 
local government that is expected to 

help everyone in their time of need.  
“We now look to the charity and 
voluntary sector to deliver much of 
what we used to be able to do,” she 
adds.

Aysha further throws light on the 
strategic eff orts being taken to 
address their grievances, needs 
and adverse situations. “Our biggest 
challenge now has been to get the 
minority communities vaccinated. 
As we face the Delta variant of 
Covid-19 sweeping through the 
UK with alarming speed the only 
way to insure people survive is 
vaccination, but we are up against 
the fake news campaigns online and 
via phone messaging apps. Sadly, 
the most vulnerable communities 
have succumbed to misinformation 
and conspiracy theory, so it has 
been diffi  cult to get past vaccine 
hesitancy,” she says. 

 The councilor further adds that 
the authorities are working with 
NHS partners to set up walk in 
vaccination events where no 
appointments or NHS numbers 
are needed, residents can get 
vaccinated easily and effi  ciently. 
Aysha says that walk-in vaccination 
drives have been successful in 
Southall. “In the immediate future 
we are looking at how best to 
support our residents in the Covid 

recovery, with livelihoods, housing, 
and food security, thankfully we 
have a very pro-active mayor 
in Sadiq Khan leading on this in 
London,” she adds.

George Floyd’s case has been 
one of the greatest examples of 
racism and inequality of all times 
and diff erent views and opinions 
about the same have been doing 
rounds in the international media. 
Commenting about the same Aysha 
says, “Racism and inequality are 
alive and sadly thriving even today, 
even on our streets and it is up to 
us as allies to call it out and stamp 
it out. Everyone who watched the 
footage of George Floyd’s death was 
horrifi ed. However, the subsequent 
formation of the Black Lives Matter 
Movement brought into sharp 
focus the experiences of our black 
friends, family, and neighbours. 
The recently set up Independent 
Race Equality Commission, which 
is chaired by Lord Simon Wooley 
has been making steady progress 
with several meetings and listening 
events having taken place already. 
The commission, which is as 
independent as the council holds 
meetings around health and 
housing, crime and justice, income 
and employment, young people, 
and education. Other activities of 
the commission include continuing 
outreach events and conducting a 
survey for gathering vital fi ndings.” 
The councilor adds that the council 
has pledged to implement all the 
commission’s fi ndings.

As the fi rst cabinet member given 
the responsibility to strategically 
tackle inequality, Aysha has multiple 
things in her mind that she ensures 
will be implemented. “I hope to 
help make Ealing a fairer place to 
live, learn and work for everyone. 
In Ealing we are proud to be a truly 
diverse borough of London, home to 
people with roots all over the world 
and we celebrate our diversity, 
it makes us stronger. Anyone or 
anything that seeks to divide us is 
not welcome in our community,” she 
concludes.

“Our biggest 
challenge now 

has been to get 
the minority 

communities 
vaccinated. As 

we face the Delta 
variant of Covid-19 
sweeping through 

the UK with 
alarming speed the 
only way to insure 

people survive is 
vaccination"

STORIES
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Color Music Choir, a 
musical group from 
Ukraine, has carved a 
niche for themselves 

over the years among netizens, 
with profi cient child artists in 
the forefront. Their renditions 
of chartbusters by Coldplay, 
Chainsmokers have consistently 
been matched to perfection, leaving 
music afi cionados in awe.     

The group’s origin could be traced 
back to 2006, when vocal teacher 
and conductor Elena Petrykova and 
Alexander Petrykov, a professional 
musician, arranger and composer 
came together for a lyrical 
collaboration. The vocal studio’s 
fi rst composition was categorised 
into seven groups with children 
of diff erent age groups, including 
10 members each. As to how they 
zeroed in on the name Color Music 
Choir, the founders say that each of 
the seven groups was classifi ed into 

Transcending barriers of 
language through musical chords

diff erent colour. While the youngest 
one of them all is placed in the red 
group, the eldest ones in the group 
are in purple group. The distinctive 
ascription of the number, however, 
bears a deeper meaning, that of 
seven groups, seven notes and 
seven colours of the rainbow.

Over the years, the team has 
weaved onto its members hues of 
mutual respect and friendship that 

together they share a familial bond 
today. And what unites them all is 
the love for music. 

Their performances were initially 
separate musical repertoires, until 
they treaded on a diff erent trajectory 
during a big concert. It was then 
that all age groups and colours 
for a single performance were 
combined. It got a warm reception 
from everyone, which includes the 
parents of the students as well. 
Then on, the tutors decided to 
channelise the choral direction more 
professionally, by laying primary 
focus on modern pop repertoire. 

Today, the group has children from 
the age of 4 to 16 years, casting 
magic with their mellifl uous voice. 
Alexander goes on to say that the 
peculiarity of their choir is that they 
have been meticulously engaging 
with children from a very early age 
on a musical note. He says, “We 

EXPLORE
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develop musical abilities in every 
child and help to reveal their talents. 
Another noteworthy aspect is that 
the choir has children who have 
been studying with us for 10-12 
years at a stretch.” 

The remarkable results the world 
has witnessed are attained through 
a long and continued process of 
hardwork and training programmes 
with each child. The fact that the 
young artists are well versed in 
Russian and their native language 
is Ukrainian has never been a 
stumbling block for the talented 
lot who mostly sing English songs, 
as for them music transcends all 
boundaries. 

As to whether it has been a daunting 
task to deliver performances 
in English, they imbibe the true 

essence of the songs with ease. 
Before learning the English lines 
of a song, they practice each 
word to ace the diction. It is then 
followed by reading sessions of its 
translation, keenly understanding 
the word meaning and learning 
its pronunciation and intonation 
with precision. Though, the 
process is quite challenging, it is 
the opportunity to learn English 
language through music, which 
both the tutors and students fi nd 
interesting.

The prowess of trainers help 
each student get equipped with 
techniques on vocal aspects, 
breathing and intonation. Alexander 
adds, “Then comes learning the 
vocal chords, following which the 
young talents endow themselves 
with the pronunciation of the English 

songs. Our children have also 
had the opportunity to practise or 
perform in a recording studio, tailor-
made for them.”

The team, as a whole, 
dream of giving their 
performance on the big 
stage with renowned 
artistes such as 
Coldplay, Alan Walker, 
Ava Max and the like. 
They have also pinned 
their hopes on meeting 
their followers someday

EXPLORE
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While their viral renditions of 
Alan Walker and Ava Max’s Alone 
continue to linger in the minds of 
music buff s, the songs are often 
chosen according to their musical 
sensibilities by the trainers. It 
becomes easier when these are 
latest songs the children often sing 
and listen to on their music players.

That said, each age group is dealt 
with individually. While younger 
children perform main melody, the 
elder ones create harmonic chords.

These children gradually learn to 
hear and sing polyphonic vocal 
parts. When it comes to a new batch 
of children, it takes between one 

and a half and two years to learn 
the repertoire and to eventually 
master the vocal technique. In 
most performances with the choir, 
phonogram is made use of, coupled 
with other arrangements of theirs, 
which Alexander creates them on 
his own. He also writes vocals for the 
choir. 

One of the biggest lessons they 
impart to children is that they create 
unique music, and each member of 
the choir has an equally important 
role to play. 

The team, as a whole, dream of 
giving their performance on the 
big stage with renowned artistes 

such as Coldplay, Alan Walker, Ava 

Max and the like. They have also 

pinned their hopes on meeting their 

followers someday and at the same 

time showcase and be exposed to 

talents in diff erent parts of the world.

Color Music Choir is also looking 

forward to take part in festivals and 

competitions as soon as the borders 

open, post pandemic restrictions. 

And, the quest of a world tour has 

been driving them ahead each day. 

Until then, fruitful opportunities 

continue to lure them, to treat 

music buff s across the world with 

new choral cover versions of latest 

chartbusters.

EXPLORE
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Back in 2018, Refl ect 
Festival was a boutique 
conference full of 
passionate, curious 

minds. Around 300 people gathered 
at St. Raphael hotel in Limassol, 
discussing the ever-elusive future. 
Fast forward to today, we're talking 
about the biggest tech and future-
focused event in Cyprus spanning 
across the seaside of Limassol. 
Its 4th edition is set to happen on 
October 14-16.

This journey is no coincidence. 
The island is uniquely positioned 
to connect in all sorts of ways: be 
it its location between Europe and 
the Middle East or the famous 
hospitality. And Refl ect, eager to 
create synergies in Cyprus and 
beyond, became the meeting point 
for those seeking the connections.

THE HUMBLE 
BEGINNINGS
"Born and raised in Limassol, I've 
always believed that our island is 
destined for a bright future," says 
the Refl ect Festival co-founder, 
Stylianos Lambrou. In 2018, he, 
Andria Lambrou and Dusan 
Duff ek from Slovakia thought that 
"meeting in the middle" between 
the Middle East and Europe 
makes perfect sense.  And so, 
Refl ect was born, with the goal to 
boost Cypriot startup, tech, and 
business ecosystem and create a 
hub connecting it with the rest of 
the world. On top of that, it was an 
opportunity to bring world-class 
experts to Cyprus.

Following the humble beginnings, 
Refl ect suddenly blew up in 2019. 

Refl ect Festival 
A Celebration of Technology

The Future Takes 
Over the Streets 

of Limassol, 
Cyprus

EXPLORE
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More than 2000 attendees gathered 
at the Carob Mill in Limassol to 
listen to speakers like Sujay Tyle 
(co-founder at Frontier Car Group), 
Chris Duff ey (Head of Strategic 
Development at Adobe), Nat Ware 
(Founder & CEO at Forte), and Iman 
Oubou (Founder & CEO at SWAAY 
Media). The keynote speech was 
delivered by Sophia the Robot, 
the world's fi rst android citizen, 
who, according to her own words, 
enjoyed visiting Cyprus very much!

Moreover, the event included a 
dedicated expo area, which brought 
the technology and innovation even 
closer to the audience. This edition 
cemented Refl ect's signifi cant 
impact; putting Cyprus on the map 
as a global tech hub.

THE COVID-19 ERA

Naturally, the organisers had 
ambitious plans for 2020: and then 
came the pandemic. "There wasn't 
a moment where we'd think about 
giving up. From one day to another, 
the festival transformed into a hybrid 
experience with an online audience. 
It was quite a ride, but in the end, we 
managed to deliver what we wanted 
for the attendees that were largely 
stuck at home, eager to connect, 
discuss and create," explains Dusan 
Duff ek.

More than 3000 people came 
together in October 2020 amidst 
the devastating second wave. The 
speakers supported Refl ect from all 
around the world, connecting online 
with the words of hope and a vision 
to build a better new normal. The 
festival welcomes Claude Silver, 
Chief Heart Offi  cer at VaynerMedia; 
Bryony Cole, Founder and CEO at 
Future of Sex; Niklas Jansen, Co-
founder at Blinkist; and Kyriacos 
Kokkinos, Deputy Minister at Deputy 
Ministry of Cyprus for Research, 
Innovation & Digital Policy. As the 
Keynote speaker Yossi Vardi, the 
godfather of Israel's hi-tech industry, 
said - adversity brings innovation.

Besides uniting the locals in a bid to 
promote future literacy, the festival 
started showcasing that "doers" 
worldwide should pay attention 
to the island as a good place for 
business. "Everything we wanted 
has become real throughout these 
few years. We never dreamed about 
having some big conference just 
for the sake of it. No, it was always 
about networks. It makes me so 
proud to bring all these inspirational 
people to Cyprus. And I'm always 
thrilled when I hear that some 
collaboration or a project happened 
because someone bumped into 
someone at our festival," Lambrou 
explains. Up to date, more than 7000 
people have been part of Refl ect.

REFLECT FESTIVAL 
2021: THE CITY 
EXPERIENCE
The pandemic isn't over, but that 
new normal everyone was curious 
about is here, events included. And 
so, this year, Refl ect is going all out: 
literally. Almost all event activities 
will happen outside, spread around 
the Old City of Limassol. Among 
the locations is the castle area, a 
fl oating stage, rooftops, and more, 
with talks, activities, and networking 
happening over three days.

More than 50 speakers and about 
3000 attendees will gather to 
materialise the mission of new ideas, 
connections, and inventions. As 
always, the event aims to approach 
the future holistically: beyond 
technology, the topics will span 
from business to health, society, 
entertainment, and economy.

"We've told ourselves this is the 
opportunity to reinvent the Refl ect 
Festival and take it outside. It 
makes for an approachable and 
immersive experience no one can 
miss, even if they are just passing 
by," says Duff ek. "We know it's just 
as crucial to be future literate as it 
is to be able to read or write. This is 
how to do it - we are bringing the 
information straight to the people," 
he concludes.

www.Refl ectFest.com

EXPLORE
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One of the enduring images 
spread across our TV 
screens during the initial 

outbreak of the Covid 19 pandemic 
was that of numerous cruise ships 
being refused docking permission 
at various ports around the globe.  
Whilst sympathies were extended 
to the holidaymakers trapped 
onboard, not everybody appreciated 
the fact that the crew members 
were also incarcerated.  Worse still, 
whilst passengers did eventually 
get repatriated many of the crew 
remained unable to leave their 
vessel. The latter event being due 
to complex passport, quarantine, 
and visa arrangements which had 
been hastily introduced with the 
intention of restricting travel across 
the globe. Less high profi le still, was 
the fate of the much larger number 
of men and women operating within 
the various merchant fl eets across 
the world.  Shipping accounts for 
80-90% of global trade providing  
transportation of important goods 
such as food, medicines and raw 
materials.  Seafarers have played a 
vital role in keeping supplies fl owing 
throughout the past 18 months and 
yet many states still fail to recognise 
them as ‘key workers’.  Where this is 
the case seafarers are bound by the 
same travel restrictions as ordinary 
civilians.  This rendered shore leave 
and crew changes impossible for 
many.  Others able to disembark but 
needing to travel by air to their home 
country often found themselves 
stranded due to air traffi  c disruption.  

The scale of the problem was 
colossal, and it was estimated that 
at the end of September 2020 
some 400,000 seafarers remained 
stranded on-board commercial 
vessels with contracts necessarily 
renewed ad infi nitum to ensure the 
continuation of supply chains.

Cyprus promotes 
key worker status for 
seafarers.
Cyprus is a leading fl ag nation and, 
as such, both the past Shipping 
Deputy Minster (SDM), Natasha 
Pilides, and the current incumbent 
Vassillios Demetriades, have 
been keen to stress that safety 
onboard Cyprus fl agged vessels 
is of paramount importance to the 
state.  Some studies attribute 96% of 
shipping accidents to human error 
and it is well evidenced that fatigue 
can be a big factor in this.  The 
fatigue, isolation, lack of medical 
care and anxiety that many seafarers 
have suff ered, and are suff ering, 
because of the pandemic could 
have a severe detrimental impact 
on off shore safety.  Recognising this, 
Cyprus was one of the fi rst countries 
in the world to label seafarers as 
‘keyworkers’ and to implement 
a formal crew change process.  
Since May 2020, these measures 
have allowed more than 14,000 

seafarers to be either repatriated 
or returned to work.  Not content 
with this, however, the SDM, has 
been keen to push for a practical 
and coordinated solution to the 
problem of stranded seafarers at 
global level.  This has yet to emerge.  
Even though December 2020 saw 
the UN General Assembly pass a 
resolution designating seafarers as 
‘key workers’ only 58 states have so 
far complied and, in many, the status 
has been granted in name only, 
leaving the barriers to travel fi rmly in 
place.  Demetriades’  approach has 
proved to be the exception rather 
than the rule.

Cyprus Shipping 
Chamber signs 
Neptune Declaration
The SDM, the Cyprus government 
and the key shipping companies 
based in Cyprus have consistently 
co-operated to promote social 
responsibility and the adoption 
of a pro-active approach to 
addressing the global challenges 
facing shipping - including those 
caused by Covid 19.  Consequently, 
in February 2021 the Cyprus 
Shipping Chamber along with many 
international stakeholders became 
a signatory to the 2021 Neptune 
Declaration which principally called 
on all governments to echo the 
actions of the Cyprus government 
and:

• Recognise seafarers as key 
workers and give them priority 

Cyprus Shipping: Leading a race to 
the top in quality standards for seafarers
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access to Covid-19 vaccines.

• Establish and implement gold 
standard health protocols based 
on existing best practice.

• Increase collaboration between 
ship operators and charterers to 
facilitate crew changes.

• Ensure air connectivity between 
key maritime hubs for seafarers.

Cyprus SDM proposes practical 
global approach to delivering Covid 
19 vaccinations to sea farers.

The continuation of the pandemic 
and the emergence of new variants 
has placed seafarers in a higher 
risk category than most individuals.  
This, combined with the introduction 
of further restrictive measures, such 
as the introduction of a European 
Vaccine passport for quarantine free 
travel, eff ectively means that the 
Covid 19 vaccination has become a 
health and an economic necessity 
for them.  Indeed, it is likely that 
many shipping companies will, 
in future, refuse to hire a non-
vaccinated person.  ‘Keyworker’ 
status alone is no longer suffi  cient 
to clear all crew change problems. 
A comprehensive vaccination 
programme for seafarers, however, 
faces two major issues.

1. The vaccine needs to be given 
onshore where full medical facilities 
are available to deal with possible 
side-eff ects, and

2. Many seafarers originate from 
countries where vaccine rollout is 
poor.

In response to these diffi  culties the 
Cyprus SDM, in February 2020, put 
forward a programme consisting of 
two strands.

1. Short sea shipping – This rests 
on the view that, for the personnel 
involved, national measures 

should be workable and regional 
cooperation relatively easy to 
achieve.

2. Long distance shipping (e.g., 
deep sea fi shing vessels and 
intercontinental vessels) – This 
suggests that personnel on board 
should be designated as an isolated 
bubble and vaccination provision 
made accordingly.

This approach to global vaccination 
was offi  cially adopted by the 
International Labour Organisation in 
May 2021.  It requires full consultation 
between all stakeholders, 
governments and the International 

Maritime Organization to allow for 
comprehensive mapping of the 
number of vaccines required and 
the locations where they should 
be sited to ensure that vaccination 
of all seafarers can take place.  
Additionally, the SDM has invited 
all governments, shipowners’ and 
seafarers’ associations to formulate 
a resolution communicating to 
relevant UN bodies the necessity 
of a collective approach to secure 
the vaccines required. The SDM 
is currently in active discussions 
with the International Chamber 
of Shipping and the International 
Transport Workers Federation to plan 
a way to ensure that the resolution is 
not only passed but ensures that its 
implementation becomes a reality.

Moving forward “safety 
remains the top priority 
for Cyprus”.
One aspect of the crew change 
problems caused by Covid 19 which 
Demetriades has welcomed, is that 
it has raised the welfare of seafarers 
to a much higher level than it has 
ever previously occupied on the 
world stage. Addressing the crew 
change problem is just one aspect 
of instilling high safety standards at 
sea.  The SDM continually stresses 
the importance of ensuring that 
all vessels are maintained to a 
high standard so that neither the 
lives of crew nor of rescuers are 
subject to unnecessary risk.  It urges 
that, despite the pandemic, ship 
inspections, audits and surveys 
should be maintained in compliance 
with best practice and international 
regulations and conventions. The 
industry is in the midst of enormous 
changes as regards regulation and 
the greening and digitalization of its 
operations.  The Cyprus shipping 
industry intends to be at the forefront 
of these changes with safety of crew 
as a constant bedfellow.

One aspect of the crew 
change problems caused by 
Covid 19 which Demetriades 

has welcomed, is that it 
has raised the welfare 
of seafarers to a much 

higher level than it has ever 
previously occupied on the 
world stage. Addressing the 
crew change problem is just 
one aspect of instilling high 

safety standards at sea.
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DUBAI DECKS UP 
FOR EXPO 2020

From 1 October 2021 to 
31 March 2022, Expo 
2020 Dubai will welcome 
visitors from every corner 

of the globe to join the making of a 
new world, as it brings together the 
planet in one place to reimagine 
tomorrow.Expo 2020 is the fi rst 
World Expo to take place in the 
Middle East, Africa and South Asia 
(MEASA) region, located on a 4.38 
sqkm site adjacent to Al Maktoum 
International Airport in Dubai South.

With the purpose of ‘Connecting 
Minds, Creating the Future’, Expo 
2020 will be the world’s most 
impactful global incubator for new 
ideas, catalysing an exchange of 

new perspectives and inspiring 

action to deliver real-life solutions to 

real-world challenges.

Expo 2020 will provide a visually 

striking and emotionally inspiring 182 

days, as more than 200 participants 

– including nations, multilateral 

organisations, businesses, and 

educational institutions, as well 

as millions of visitors – create the 

largest and most diverse World 

Expo ever.The Expo is committed to 

building a more equitable and just 

world for everyone, while keeping 

visitors safe by following the latest 

guidance of the world’s leading 

medical, science and health experts.

Expo 2020 Dubai tickets will go on 
sale worldwide from 18 July 2021, 
opening up a spectacular world 
of innovation and entertainment 
for every visitor across 182 visually 
striking and emotionally inspiring 
days from October 1 2021 to March 
31, 2022.

With three months to go, Expo 
2020 has announced three ticket 
tiers to ensure every visitor will be 
able to enjoy the spectacular event, 
regardless of the duration of their 
visit to Dubai. One-day tickets are 
priced at AED 95 (USD 26); multi-day 
tickets, off ering unrestricted entry 
for 30 consecutive days, are priced 
at AED 195 (USD 53), and season 
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passes, with unlimited entry for the 
entire six months of Expo 2020, are 
priced at AED 495 (USD 135).

Expo 2020 tickets include access 
to all pavilions, events and live 
performances, providing limitless 
opportunities to enjoy Expo’s 
dynamic, diverse and ever-changing 
entertainment programme, with 
up to 60 live events each day, from 
world-class music, dance and art to 
insightful talks and colourful national 
day celebrations. 

Her Excellency Reem Al 
Hashimy, UAE Minister of State 
for International Cooperation and 
Director General of Expo 2020 
Dubai, said, “The scale and diversity 
of what Expo 2020 Dubai has to 
off er is remarkable, and a testament 
to the commitment, tenacity and 
collaborative spirit of each and 
every individual who has made this 
happen.

“Excitement is building, and we are 
ready to welcome everyone to an 
unmissable six-month celebration, 
the likes of which the world has yet 
to experience. No two days at Expo 
will be the same, and with so much 

on off er, every guest will be inspired 
to visit as many times as possible, to 
witness the collaborative power of 
innovation and collaboration and to 
join the making of a new world.”

Children under the age of 18 and 
students holding a valid student 
ID from any academic institution in 
the world will be given free entry, 
off ering younger visitors access to 
a wealth of learning opportunities 
and inspirational experiences. In 
line with Expo 2020’s commitment 
to host the most inclusive event in 
World Expo history, complimentary 
tickets will be available for people of 
determination, with their companion 
receiving a 50 per cent discount, 
while visitors ages 60 years and 
above can also enter for free.

Tickets will go on sale online from 
18 July at expo2020dubai.com. 
They will also be available through 
more than 2,500 Authorised Ticket 
Resellers, including online travel 
agents, tour operators, hotel groups 
and airlines from 100-plus markets 
around the world.

With just 92 days to go until opening 
day, Expo 2020 used its virtual 

Global Media Briefi ng to convey its 

readiness and eagerness to bring 

the world together in one place. 

More than 1,000 media, planners 

and content creators from 100-plus 

countries received an overview 

of media operations and content 

opportunities during the six-month 

mega-event.

Expo 2020 has implemented 

a far-reaching programme of 

precautionary measures to ensure 

the safety of all visitors, participants 

and staff , working in close 

collaboration with the UAE Ministry 

of Health and Prevention and Dubai 

Health Authority, and in line with the 

latest information and advice from 

the World Health Organization.

These include sanitisation stations 

across the site, mandatory 

face-mask wearing and the 

implementation of social-distancing 

regulations. Building on the UAE’s 

successful vaccination programme, 

Expo 2020 is also off ering free 

COVID-19 vaccinations to its 

workforce and all offi  cial participants 

and their staff .
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Aspectacular 3D replica 
of Michelangelo’s world-
famous David sculpture 
has been installed at the 

centre of the Italy Pavilion at Expo 
2020 Dubai – a cultural highlight of 
the next World Expo and an exciting 
addition to the UAE’s vibrant and 
thriving artistic scene.

The unveiling follows months of 
painstaking work by artists and 
innovators, which included 40 hours 
of digital scanning of the original 
16th-century marble artwork in 

Florence; the creation of a three-
dimensional digital model with a 
resolution of 146 thousandths of 
a millimetre; production by one of 
the world’s largest 3D printers; and 
hours of fi nishing touches by hand.

It was revealed at a ceremony 
to mark the completion of the 
exterior of the Italy Pavilion, 
attended by Luigi Di Maio, Italian 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs and 
International Cooperation as well 
as His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan 
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Cabinet 

Member, Minister of Tolerance and 
Coexistence, and Commissioner 
General of Expo 2020 Dubai; Her 
Excellency Reem Al Hashimy, UAE 
Minister of State for International 
Cooperation and Director General, 
Expo 2020 Dubai; Her Excellency 
Noura Al Kaabi, UAE Minister 
of Culture and Youth; and Her 
Excellency Hala Badri, Director 
General of Dubai Culture and Arts 
Authority; as well as Dario Nardella, 
Mayor of Florence; and Paolo 
Glisenti, Commissioner General of 
Italy at Expo 2020 Dubai. 

Five-metre, 3D-printed twin of 
Michelangelo’s David unveiled as stunning 
centrepiece of Italy’s Expo 2020 Dubai pavilion
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Luigi Di Maio said: “Italy and the 
UAE have long enjoyed a close 
relationship, based on the solid 
foundations of shared visions and 
interests, including innovation 
and culture. As the hosts of the 
most recent World Expo in Milan, 
in 2015, Italy recognises the 
signifi cance of Expo 2020 as an 
important opportunity for cultural 
exchange, knowledge sharing and 
the formation of new and fruitful 
connections. We look forward to 
welcoming the world to the Italy 
Pavilion later this year, to enjoy an 
unprecedented journey through our 
country’s extraordinary past, present 
and future.” 

The David replica will be a highlight 
among the many rich and diverse 
cultural experiences that Expo 
2020 and its 190-plus participating 
countries will showcase during the 
six-month celebration of human 
creativity, innovation and ingenuity. 

Her Excellency Noura Al Kaabi said: 
“The original David has captivated 
the world for centuries and is an 
iconic symbol of the Renaissance, 
and of Italian culture, heritage and 

artisanship more widely. As the 
region’s hub for arts and culture and 
with its own vibrant and dynamic 
artistic scene, the UAE is excited 
to welcome this most accurate 
and sophisticated replica of the 
masterpiece ever created and share 
it with millions of visitors to Expo 
2020 Dubai.” 

Her Excellency Hala Badri said: “We 
take great pride in helping promote 
a cultural and creative environment 
by enhancing a thriving sustainable 
ecosystem that will support Dubai’s 
economic growth and its stature 
as a major arts and culture hub. 
Encouraging an ecosystem of 
creative talent helps integrate 
art and creativity within Dubai’s 
landscape and makes it accessible 
for everyone everywhere, thereby 
enhancing Dubai’s positon on the 
global cultural map.” 

“The cutting-edge digital and visual 
technology used to create the 
David artwork, combined with the 
demanding work undertaken by 
the team of highly skilled restorers, 
perfectly illustrates how history and 
technology can seamlessly merge 

to create something truly beautiful. 
Such innovations align with the 
Dubai Creative Economy Strategy 
that seeks to expand upon the 
emirate’s global creative infl uence 
by attracting talent from all over 
the world to establish themselves 
in Dubai as well as through 
mechanisms, strategies, legislative 
frameworks, regulations and 
policies to ensure the ease of doing 
business in the creative fi eld.”

During the ceremony, attended by 
Dario Nardella, Mayor of Florence 
and Paolo Glisenti, Commissioner 
General of Italy at Expo 2020 Dubai, 
the Italy Pavilion’s three overturned 
hulls that form the country’s 
tricolour fl ag were also revealed. 

Based on the theme ‘Beauty 
connects people’, the Italy Pavilion 
is located in Expo’s Opportunity 
District. From 1 October 2021 to 31 
March 2022, it will invite visitors 
from across the world to discover 
an engaging story that touches 
upon the nation’s achievements 
in diverse fi elds including art, 
technology, engineering and 
sustainability.
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Visitors from across the 
globe and every walk of 
life will be able to enjoy 
a spectacular line-up 

of sights, sounds and tastes at Expo 

2020 Dubai, through a series of 

curated itineraries designed around 

their passions and interests.

Available in a half-day, full-day or 

three-day formats, the guided and 

self-guided journeys – the latter 

available through the Expo 2020 

Mobile App – will highlight site-wide 

attractions appealing to families, 

couples, students, business travellers 

and everyone in between. They will 

help ensure Expo 2020 is packed 

with unforgettable experiences for all 

when it opens its doors to the world 

on 1 October 2021.

Sumathi Ramanathan, Vice 
President, Market Strategy & Sales, 
Expo 2020 Dubai, said: “Expo 
2020 is for explorers, foodies and 
culture enthusiasts, for children and 
grandparents, for entrepreneurs, 
inventors and businesses travellers, 
for the casual tourist, and for the 
curious who want to experience 
the future – now. Our easy-to-
access itineraries will enable 
every visitor to discover the game-
changing innovations, world-class 
entertainment and once-in-a-
lifetime experiences that are 
relevant to them, ensuring everyone 
who walks through our doors has 
a safe experience that amazes, 
inspires and excites the senses.”

Expo Essentials will introduce the 
world in one place, and include 

innovations such as the world’s 
largest radio satellite capable of 
detecting signals from alien life and a 
4D ‘bioprinter’ that can reproduce live 
cells, as well as world fusion music, 
choirs and orchestral performances, 
and cuisines from countries visitors 
may have never considered before. 

The Expo for Families tour off ers an 
exciting, interactive journey packed 
with fun, educational experiences for 
all ages, from a Beethoven-inspired 
robo-band to an encounter with a 
giant sharp-toothed fi sh; while Expo 
for Couples will appeal to those 
who want to discover the site’s most 
romantic off erings, including the 
magical Al Wasl Plaza, which will 
feature spectacular night-time light 
shows on its 360-degree projection 
surface. 

Curated Expo 2020 itineraries spanning food, 
health, heritage, tech and more to ensure 
unforgettable experiences for millions of visitors

EXPO 2020
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The Expo Architecture and Design 

Journey will take visitors through 

some of Expo’s architectural marvels 

– from the falcon-shaped UAE 

Pavilion to self-sustaining buildings 

and pavilions that merge nature and 

architecture, while on the Expo for 

Foodies tour, guests can taste the 

future of food, discover a star chef, 

or sample a new cuisine while taking 

in a show. 

Alternatively, take time out to 

explore human well-being on the 

Expo Health and Wellness Journey, 

ride a bike or attend a yoga class 

in Jubilee Park, nourish yourself 

with the latest superfoods and 

discover life-changing healthcare 

innovations.

Other itineraries include the 

Business and Entrepreneurship 

Journey, which explores how 

change-makers from around the 

world strategise to create a lasting 

impact, and the Expo Mobility 

Journey, showcasing next-gen 

innovations moving data, people 

and goods across the world, from 

how AI is changing the way we live, 

learn and play, to the future of air 

travel.

The Expo Energy Journey will allow 

visitors to discover vertical farms 

and stroll through net-zero energy 

pavilions, while on the Expo for 

Techies and Innovators tour, they 

will be able to explore artifi cial 

intelligence, space and augmented 

reality – with a break for lunch with 

robots.

Hosting an exceptional Expo 

while ensuring the health, safety 

and well-being of all participants 

is Expo’s highest priority. In the 

past fi ve months, Expo 2020 has 

successfully welcomed more than 

100,000 visitors to preview Terra 

– The Sustainability Pavilion, and 

hosted the face-to-face gathering 

of hundreds of delegates from 

participating countries at the fi nal 

International Participants Meeting at 

Dubai Exhibition Centre, Expo 2020 

Dubai.

Those visiting both events 

experienced fi rst-hand the 

far-reaching programme of 

precautionary measures adopted 

by Expo 2020 to ensure the safety 

of all visitors, participants and staff  

– working in close collaboration 

with the UAE Ministry of Health 

and Prevention and Dubai Health 

Authority, and in line with the latest 

information and advice from the 

World Health Organization. 

These include the installation of 

thermal cameras and sanitisation 

stations across the site, mandatory 

face-mask wearing and the 

implementation of social-distancing 

regulations. Building on the UAE’s 

successful vaccination programme, 

Expo 2020 is also off ering free 

COVID-19 vaccinations to all offi  cial 

participants and their staff .

The fi rst World Expo to be held in 

the Middle East, Africa and South 

Asia (MEASA) region, Expo 2020 will 

run from October 1, 2021 to March 

31, 2021, inviting visitors from around 

the world to join the making of a 

new world, experiencing a six-month 

celebration of creativity, innovation, 

human progress and culture.
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Testament to its 
commitment to host the 
most accessible and 
inclusive World Expo 

in history, Expo 2020 Dubai has 

become the fi rst event in the Middle 

East, North Africa and Asia region 

– and the fi rst ever World Expo – to 

be certifi ed as a Sensory Accessible 

Event. 

The International Board of Sensory 

Accessibility (IBSA) certifi cation was 

presented to Expo 2020 by Sensory 

Access – the body responsible for 

assessing Expo’s vast and integrated 

accessibility measures – at an event 

to mark World Autism Awareness 

Day (2 April), held at Terra – The 

Sustainability Pavilion. 

Dr Jennifer Camulli, Manager – 
Accessibility and Inclusion, Expo 
2020 Dubai, said: “Expo 2020 
Dubai has engaged with multiple 
community organisations since its 
early planning stages to introduce 
provisions that enable everyone 
to enjoy a safe, seamless and 
exceptional visitor experience. 
As the fi rst World Expo in the 
Arab world, we are proud that our 
measures meet IBSA standards, 
setting a new benchmark for 
sensory accessibility in the UAE and 
serving as a model for the Middle 
East and beyond.

“We celebrate this achievement on 
the eve of World Autism Awareness 
Day with those who share Expo’s 
belief that only when we accept 

and involve people of determination 
can we truly be inclusive. We look 
forward to welcoming many people 
of determination when Expo 2020 
opens its doors to the world on 
October 1, 2021.” 

The certifi cation meets the 
requirements set by IBSA – 
the international body that 
has established the most 
comprehensive sensory accessibility 
standards – and builds on Expo 
2020’s admittance earlier this year 
to the Valuable 500, a collective of 
global businesses and corporations 
dedicated to business inclusivity.  

Dr Daniela Ferdico, Co-Founder 
and Director, Sensory Access, 
said: “Sensory Access is incredibly 

Expo 2020 Dubai receives international 
accreditation as Sensory Accessible Event on 
eve of World Autism Awareness Day
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excited to certify a World Expo as 
a Sensory Accessible Event for 
the fi rst time in history. Working 
closely with Sensory Access’ 
neurodiverse board, Expo 2020 has 
taken huge steps towards providing 
accessibility to autistic and sensory 
sensitive individuals, whose invisible 
disabilities are often not considered, 
at an international event with global 
impact.” Moving beyond awareness 
and focusing on autism acceptance, 
the event welcomed inspirational 
speakers who advocate for change 
for people of determination. Guests 
were also treated to a low-sensory 
tour of the Sustainability Pavilion, 
where artworks by Asma Baker and 
Abdulla Lutfi , Emirati artists on the 
autism spectrum, were on display.

Among measures introduced 
to cater to those with sensory 
diffi  culties, Expo off ers four 
on-site Quiet Rooms for visitors 

experiencing sensory overload or 
anxiety, while social stories will be 
downloadable from the Expo 2020 
website, sharing sensory information 
on the wide array of Expo visitor 
experiences. ‘Sunfl ower Lanyards’ 
will also be provided for those who 
wish to discreetly signal that they 
have a hidden disability. 

In addition, the PODium app, 
developed in collaboration with SAP, 
an Offi  cial Premier Partner of Expo 
2020, was specifi cally designed 
to help people of determination 
navigate Expo, with features such as 
3D visual mapping, audio navigation 
and haptic (touch) feedback. 

Other measures include 14 tactile 
maps with embossed images of the 
surrounding area, audio output and 
braille; 3D tactile models of Expo’s 
fl agship architecture; scannable 
codes for self-guided experiences 

narrated through sign language, 
audio description and written 
captions; hearing induction loops; 
and service dog relief areas. 

Expo is committed to creating 
opportunities for the UAE’s people 
of determination, working in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Community Development to 
empower them through meaningful 
employment opportunities that 
build their professional skillset and 
work experience portfolio.

Tickets to Expo 2020 Dubai will 
be available free of charge for 
all people of determination, and 
at half price for their companion. 
Accessibility will be on the agenda 
during the Expo as part of Expo 
Talks: Tolerance and Inclusivity, a 
series of thematic programming that 
addresses key global issues.

EXPO 2020



JUL-AUG 2021facebook.com/britishherald 41

BRITISH HERALD

41

EXPO 2020



42 JUL-AUG 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD EXPO 2020



JUL-AUG 2021facebook.com/britishherald 43

BRITISH HERALD

43

As the world celebrates 
Africa Day, Expo 
2020 Dubai is looking 
forward to showcasing 

the continent’s vast potential – 
including its innovations, business 
opportunities and incredible art, 
culture, heritage and natural beauty 
– with millions of visitors.

For six months from October 1, 
2021, more than 190 participating 
nations, including every country 
in Africa, will gather in the UAE to 
broaden horizons and exchange 
ideas that inspire action to tackle 
real-life challenges and spur 
positive change. Expo 2020 will 
open up new markets, off ering an 
unrivalled opportunity for countries 
to reach an international audience, 
seek investments and forge new 
partnerships that will reinvigorate 
their economies.

The fi rst time in the 170-year history 
of World Expos that every African 

nation will participate with its own 
pavilion, Africa’s participation at 
Expo 2020 is testament to the 
long-standing friendship between 
the UAE and Africa – a relationship 
that is based on mutual respect 
and a shared vision, and one which 
continues to fl ourish.

Africa’s population of more than 1.3 
billion is predicted to double by the 
middle of this century, potentially 
rising to four billion people by 2100. 
How the continent embraces its 
accomplishments and overcomes 
its challenges – from the global 
health pandemic to climate change, 
sustainable food supplies, and equal 
access to the basic human rights 
of education, digitalisation and 
healthcare – will have enormous 
implications in the continent and 
beyond.

Her Excellency Reem Al 
Hashimy, UAE Minister of State 
for International Cooperation and 

Director General, Expo 2020 Dubai, 
said: “Africa is the future – not just for 
Africans, but for the entire world. The 
youngest, fastest-growing continent 
on the planet is brimming with 
promise, and the global community 
has a shared responsibility to ensure 
it grasps that opportunity for the 
good of us all. 

“Huge strides have been made since 
the Organisation of African Unity 
was founded in 1963, and we will 
continue that momentum at Expo 
2020, where Africa and everything 
it has to off er will be accessible to 
the world in new and unexpected 
ways – encouraging connections, 
boosting collaborations and helping 
drive widespread progress and 
prosperity.”

Visitors to Expo will be able to taste 
Ethiopia’s next big super-grain and 
chocolate from Ivory Coast, invest 
in Kenya’s croton nuts energy and 
explore Gabon’s space ambitions. 

Africa prepares to showcase its vast 
potential at Expo 2020 Dubai
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They will marvel at Rwanda’s 
remarkable transformation into 
a tech-centric hub and model of 
African progress, discover how 
Ylang Ylang drives the perfume 
industry in the Comoros, and how 
Seychelles’ pioneering blue bond 
has set the agenda for creative ways 
to safeguard our oceans. 

In another fi rst, the African Union 
(AU) will host a pavilion at Expo 
2020 – a colourful arena devoid of 
national borders that will highlight 
the continent’s vast potential and 
ambitions, refl ected in its Agenda 
2063 aspirations that address 
agriculture, transport, science and 
technology, and health.

Dr Levi Uche Madueke, 
Commissioner General of the African 
Union at Expo 2020 Dubai, said: 
“With our rich natural resources, 
ingenuity and youthful population, 
there are many potential areas for 
growth. Africa has a lot to off er. It is 
time for us to reach out to the world, 
for the world to understand us and 
see how they can collaborate with 
us. Expo provides the best platform 
for us to tell this story and promote 
a continent that is ready to move 
forward and a secure place to do 

business.” Africa Day (25 May) is 
the annual commemoration of the 
foundation of the Organisation of 
African Unity – which later became 
the AU – in 1963. Acknowledged 
globally, this year’s celebration 
focuses on ‘Arts, Culture and 
Heritage: Levers for building the 
Africa we want’.

Many African nations have already 
revealed glimpses of the exciting 
programming they will bring to 
Expo 2020. For example, visitors 
to the Ethiopia Pavilion will meet 
a replica of ‘Lucy’, the world’s 
oldest human fossil, while Nigeria 
will share its Afrobeat music and 
burgeoning ‘Nollywood’ fi lm scene 
as it showcases the abundance 
of opportunities available in its 
agriculture, manufacturing, minerals, 
ICT, energy and creative industries.

Expo 2020’s subthemes of 
Opportunity, Mobility and 
Sustainability go to the heart of the 
future aspirations of Africa: ensuring 
jobs, education and healthcare for 
all; easy and equitable access to 
transport and ideas; and balancing 
development with preserving the 
environment for future generations. 

Expo Live supports projects 
off ering creative solutions to 
pressing challenges that impact 
people’s lives or help preserve 
the planet. The programme is 
providing funding, guidance and 
exposure to 140 grantees from 76 
countries, including 36 grantees 
that are making a signifi cant 
impact in Africa.  Grantees include 
Babyl Rwanda, a mobile health 
technology allowing access for 
rural and vulnerable populations 
to clinical services in a timely and 
cost-eff ective manner; Transport for 
Cairo, a technology that improves 
public transportation by gathering 
data about Cairo’s traffi  c to produce 
maps and routing applications; 
or WAVE, that addresses youth 
unemployment by teaching young 
people employability skills, opening 
up employment opportunities in 
high-growth industries

The fi rst World Expo to be held in 
the Middle East, Africa and South 
Asia (MEASA) region, Expo 2020 
will run from 1 October 2021 to 31 
March 2022, inviting visitors from 
around the world to join the making 
of a new world during a six-month 
celebration of creativity, innovation, 
human progress and culture. 
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Expo 2020 Dubai and 
the United Nations 
Global Compact are 
joining forces to hold 

a Sustainable Development Goals 
Business Forum during Expo’s 
Global Goals Week (16-22 January 
2022), to unite businesses and spur 
further action towards a sustainable 
and inclusive future. 

Announced today at this year’s UN 
Global Compact Leaders Summit, 
the collaboration refl ects a shared 
and urgent commitment to advance 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and drive meaningful 
change.

Spotlighting the work of the UN 
Global Compact – the world’s 

largest corporate sustainability 
initiative – the business forum will 
examine how the global community 
can foster economic prosperity for 
all, while ensuring the SDGs are 
achieved by the 2030 deadline. 
Dubai Chamber of Commerce, 
Offi  cial Business Integrator of Expo 
2020 Dubai, will co-curate this and 
all other themed business forums 
throughout the six-month mega 
event.

The collaboration will leverage 
the presence of more than 200 
international participants at Expo 
2020 to encourage a new wave of 
UN Global Compact membership 
participation and drive progress 
towards sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth, in line with the 

UN Global Compact's mission to 
accelerate the collective impact 
of business at a global scale by 
upholding the Ten Principles 
and delivering the SDGs through 
accountable companies and 
enabling ecosystems.

Nadia Verjee, Chief of Staff , Expo 
2020 Dubai, said: “Our collaboration 
with the United Nations Global 
Compact is another milestone 
in Expo’s wider relationship with 
the UN. It builds on our shared 
commitment to strategic action, 
collaboration and innovation to 
advance the SDGs and exemplifi es 
Expo 2020’s mission to bring the 
world together to create a better 
future for people and planet.

Expo 2020 Dubai and United Nations Global 
Compact join forces to enhance the global, 
collective impact of sustainable business
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“Sustainable growth is at the heart 
of the UAE’s strategic vision and 
underpins Expo 2020’s entire 
philosophy, before during and 
after the event. It cuts across 
Expo in all manner of ways, from 
highlighting how countries are 
placing sustainable development 
at the core of their strategies, 
exhibitions and programming, to 
actively engaging, informing and 
inspiring millions of visitors to make 
a conscious diff erence in how they 
live their lives.”

Aiming to be one of the most 
sustainable, inclusive World Expos 
in history, Expo 2020 has aligned 
its sustainability strategy with the 
SDGs, working with International 
Participants, commercial partners, 
stakeholders, and its entire supply 
chain to embed sustainability and 
inclusion into the physical site, 
the pavilion designs, and event 
operations. 

Going beyond the environmental 
aspects of sustainability, Expo’s 
Better Together worker welfare 
strategy will leave a lasting legacy 
of change in the Middle East 
construction industry, while its 
policy of ‘one nation, one pavilion’ 
ensures that all countries, large 

or small, have an equal chance to 
participate and benefi t from the 
opportunities associated with the 
global event. This commitment to 
building long-term, sustainable and 
equitable growth also extends to 
the wider Expo family, and many of 
Expo 2020’s Commercial Partners 
are already participants of the UN 
Global Compact.

The collaboration with the UN 
Global Compact also highlights the 
strength of the combined convening 
power of World Expos and the close 
relationship between the UAE, Expo 
2020 and the UN. Just as the UN 
Global Compact brings together 
more than 12,000 companies and 
3,000 non-business stakeholders, 
Expo 2020 will unite more than 200 
participants, including 190-plus 
nations, as well as businesses, 
multilateral organisations and 
educational institutions, to form 
meaningful partnerships that 
can impact global change in an 
unprecedented way. 

Dan Thomas, Chief of 
Communications & Strategic Events, 
UN Global Compact, said: “We are 
pleased to partner with Expo 2020 
to engage more companies in 
driving the SDGs. We will use this 

opportunity to encourage more 
business leaders to set ambitious, 
measurable targets for sustainability. 
Tangible progress is essential for 
a just, inclusive and sustainable 
recovery from COVID-19 and to avert 
the climate and inequality crises that 
can hold human progress back if left 
unaddressed.

The UN announced its Expo 2020 
participation in October 2019 and 
has already partnered on a number 
of cross-cutting thought leadership 
platforms. Its dedicated pavilion at 
Expo 2020, under the theme ‘We 
the Peoples: Shaping Our Future 
Together’, is an opportunity to 
engage millions of visitors from 
around the world and inspire 
action around the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

Running from October 1, 2021 to 
March 31, 2022 and coinciding 
with the 50-year anniversary of the 
founding of the UAE, Expo 2020 will 
bring the world together, creating 
an open, global dialogue that looks 
to the future. Millions of visitors from 
across the globe will be invited join 
the making of a new world, as they 
discover life-changing innovations 
that will have a meaningful, positive 
impact on both people and planet.
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Expo 2020 Dubai and 
City Football Group 
have kicked off  a new 
partnership that will 

see the largest event in the Arab 
world become the Offi  cial Exhibition 
Partner of English Premier League 
champions Manchester City.

Under the partnership, which builds 
on the universal appeal of football 
to drive awareness of Expo 2020 
around the world, Expo 2020 will 
also become Offi  cial Partner of 
Indian Super League champions 
Mumbai City FC. From October 1, 
2021 to March 31, 2022, Expo 2020 

Dubai will be an unmissable global 
experience, welcoming more than 
190 countries and providing a launch 
pad for a dynamic and diverse 
events programme, spanning 
innovation, culture, art, music, food 
and sport.

The collaboration means City 
Football Group will become part 
of the fi rst World Expo to be held 
in the MEASA region, harnessing 
knowledge from world-leading 
initiatives to drive social change 
through football and expand 
its values of innovation and 
sustainability.

Sholto Douglas-Home, Chief Sales 
& MarComms Offi  cer, Expo 2020 
Dubai, said: “Both Expo 2020 and 
City Football Group are passionate 
about bringing people together 
to create meaningful change in 
important areas, such as youth 
empowerment, gender equality 
and inclusion, as well as the use of 
technology for good.

“As Manchester City’s Offi  cial 
Exhibition Partner and Mumbai City 
FC’s Offi  cial Partner, we are excited 
to see how the powerful, universal 
language of football can inspire 
millions around the globe to be part 

Expo 2020 Dubai and City Football Group kick 
off partnership to promote next World Expo 
through Manchester City, Mumbai City FC

EXPO 2020



48 JUL-AUG 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

of a truly exceptional World Expo 
and a historic milestone for our vast 
region.

“This partnership is an exciting 
addition to Expo 2020’s involvement 
with a number of leading sports 
across the globe, including our 
offi  cial sponsorship of Formula 1 
and Indian Premier League team 
Rajasthan Royals – with more 
sporting collaborations to be 
announced soon.”

Roel de Vries, City Football Group’s 
Group Chief Operating Offi  cer, 
said: “At Manchester City, we are 
constantly striving to fi nd the best 
solutions to achieve success, 
whether that’s on the pitch or 
everything we do beyond that to 
engage with our global fanbase, 
operate in a sustainable way and 

help to support our communities. 
Partnering with Expo 2020 and 
exploring its wealth of expertise will 
provide a fantastic opportunity for 
the Club to develop its knowledge 
across many areas.

“We are also looking forward 
to unveiling a Manchester City 
presence at the Expo where we will 
showcase on a global stage how 
the Club is leading the way in the 
football industry.”

Refl ecting the global nature of Expo 
2020 and its participants, as well as 
the diverse, multicultural population 
of the UAE, the partnership will 
also be amplifi ed around the world 
through the wider City Football 
Group network, with exciting local 
activations planned at a number of 
other City Group clubs, including 

New York City FC, Melbourne City FC 
and Yokohama F. Marinos.

Expo 2020 Dubai is dedicated 
to bringing together people, 
communities and nations to build 
bridges, inspire actions and deliver 
solutions to real-life challenges. 
Across 182 visually striking, 
intellectually enlightening and 
emotionally inspiring days, it will 
invite millions of visitors to join the 
making of a new world as they 
discover life-changing innovations 
that will have a meaningful, positive 
impact on our planet and its people.

City Football Group is currently 
providing advisory services to 
Mumbai City FC and has entered into 
an agreement to acquire a majority 
investment in Mumbai City FC. The 
purchase is awaiting fi nal approvals.
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Expo 2020 Dubai 
has reaffi  rmed its 
commitment to gender 
equality and women’s 

empowerment, unveiling creative 
content and programming for the 
Women’s Pavilion in collaboration 
with Cartier that will celebrate 
women change-makers around the 
globe. 

Taking place in Dubai from 1 
October 2021 to 31 March 2022 – the 
fi rst World Expo to be held in the 
Middle East, Africa and South Asia 
(MEASA) region – Expo 2020 Dubai 
is the fi rst World Expo since the 
1900s to have a stand-alone pavilion 
dedicated to women. Expo 2020’s 
focus on women’s empowerment 
and gender equality builds on the 
example of the UAE, recognising 
the important roles women play 

and the contributions made from all 

members of society.

Driven by a common conviction 

that the global Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and 

aspirations for a peaceful and 

prosperous world cannot be 

achieved without gender equality 

and women’s empowerment, Expo 

2020 and Cartier will come together 

to remind the world that full and 

equal participation of women in all 

fi elds is essential to building a more 

equitable and just world.

Under the exhibition titled “New 

Perspectives”, the Women’s Pavilion 

will invite visitors to recognise the 

central role that women, known and 

unknown, have played throughout 

history, leading up to the present. 

Celebrating the signifi cant – and 
often forgotten – contributions 
of women, the pavilion will 
demonstrate an important 
principle: when women thrive, all 
of humanity thrives. It will highlight 
important contributions women 
have made in advancing societies, 
as well as the challenges women 
still face, especially as the world 
navigates through the COVID-19 
pandemic and works toward a more 
sustainable future.

Breaking stereotypes and 
deconstructing misconceptions 
on women’s roles, the pavilion will 
raise awareness by showcasing both 
female and male contributors to 
women’s empowerment and gender 
equality, inspiring visitors of all ages 
to become change-makers within 
their own communities and beyond. 

Expo 2020 Dubai unveils the Women’s Pavilion 
in collaboration with Cartier, reaffi rming a 
shared commitment to closing the gender gap
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Her Excellency Reem Al 
Hashimy, UAE Minister of State 
for International Cooperation 
and Director General, Expo 2020 
Dubai, said: “The international 
community has made progress 
in gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, but much more 
needs to be done. By welcoming 
visitors from across the planet and 
from every walk of life, Expo 2020 
Dubai is a unique, powerful platform 
that will drive the necessary 
attention to this issue.

“Gender equality and women’s 
empowerment (GEWE) has been a 
central principle of the UAE since its 
inception 50 years ago as evidenced 
in initiatives by great female leaders 
such as Her Highness Sheikha Fatima 
bint Mubarak and Her Highness 
Sheikha Hind bint Maktoum bin Juma 
Al Maktoum. We in the UAE have 
practiced empowering women as 
integral to national development, 
and so it has proven in half a century 
of unprecedented growth. The pace 
of our development is only going to 
quicken with what we aim to achieve 
in the next 50 years. Unless we 
place gender equality and women's 
empowerment centre stage, we will 
not progress at the pace we need to.” 

The Women’s Pavilion features fi ve 
structures with diff erent narratives 
located on the ground fl oor: 

• Introduction – expressing the 
purpose of the pavilion; 

• Achievements – shining a light on 
women’s impact on the world; 

• Challenges – acknowledging what 
is holding women back; 

• Solutions – highlighting the 
initiatives enabling women to thrive 
so humanity can thrive; 

• and Engaging with visitors – 
encouraging visitors to become 

champions of gender equality and 
women’s empowerment and take 
the journey forward. 

Cyrille Vigneron, President and 
CEO of Cartier International said: "At 
Cartier, we believe that empowering 
women has a multiplier eff ect: it 
helps drive economic growth and 
development, and benefi ts societies 
and humanity at large. As gender 
inequality persists and continues 
to impact women’s lives, it is ever 
more imperative to show unity and 
togetherness in promoting women 
empowerment. We are honoured to 
take our long-standing support to 
women change-makers further by 
collaborating with Expo 2020 Dubai 
and present the Women’s Pavilion 
to a truly global audience. More 
than ever, we remain committed to 
sharing our vision of a future where 
all women are empowered to reach 
their full potential and of a more 
inclusive society for generations to 
come.” 

The United Nations Under-
Secretary-General and Executive 
Director of UN Women, Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka – defender of 
and campaigner for women’s 
rights, women’s empowerment 
and gender equality – is renewing 
her endorsement of the Women’s 
Pavilion. 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka said: “I 
applaud the UAE for dedicating a 
space for the millions of visitors to 
Expo 2020 Dubai to learn about the 
crucial roles that women play, from 
communities to the world stage, 
while recognising the challenges 
they still face every day. 

“These challenges cannot be 
solved by governments alone, but 
through meaningful and substantive 
collaborations with the private 
sector, civil societies and committed 
individuals. The Women’s Pavilion, in 

collaboration with Cartier, is setting 
a needed standard for corporations 
to rethink their approach to gender 
advocacy – and is a powerful 
platform to cascade the gender 
equality message to the world.”

Expo 2020’s standing as the world’s 
most impactful global incubator 
for new ideas is complemented 
by Cartier’s strength in fostering 
creative dialogue and supporting 
artistic expression, with the 
Women’s Pavilion having gathered 
a diverse community of creators 
and artists to contribute both to its 
design and curation: 

• Inspired by references from 
Cartier’s creative heritage, French 
architect Laura Gonzalez reimagines 
the upper part of the pavilion’s 
façade, together with Dubai born 
artist Kholoud Sharafi  and French 
light designer Pauline David 

• International multidisciplinary artist 
El Seed, who was born in France to 
Tunisian parents, has delved into his 
heritage and learned to read and 
write standard Arabic. Using Arabic 
calligraphy to spread messages of 
peace, unity and to underline the 
commonalities of human existence, 
his unique artwork transforms the 
lower part of the pavilion’s façade

• Lebanese actress and the 
fi rst female Arab director to be 
nominated for an Oscar in the 
category of Best Foreign Language 
Film for the powerful Capernaum, 
Nadine Labaki is known for 
demonstrating everyday aspects of 
Lebanese life and covering issues 
such as war, poverty, and feminism. 
Nadine will direct the Women’s 
Pavilion’s introduction movie, 
highlighting the brand’s manifesto 
“when women thrive, humanity 
thrives”

• French actress, screenwriter and 
director Mélanie Laurent takes over 
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Korea Trade-Investment 
Promotion Agency (KOTRA) has 

announced that it has appointed ‘Stray 
Kids’, the famous K-pop band, as the 
Ambassador of the Korea Pavilion at 
Expo 2020 Dubai.

Stray Kids is one of the most popular 
K-pop bands, with 34 million social 
networking followers globally. The 
band recently won the boy band 
competition TV series in Korea 
‘Kingdom-Legendary War’ (2021). 

The Korea Pavilion will be located 
in the Mobility District of Expo 2020 
Dubai with theme “Smart Korea, 
Moving The World To You”. The 
president of KOTRA, Mr. Jeong-yeol 
Yoo, said that alongside Stray Kids, 
the Korea Pavilion looks forwards to 
welcoming visitors from October 1.

the second fl oor of the pavilion 
to curate an immersive exhibition 
fostering dialogues across cultural, 
artistic, and social fi elds in three 
sections. The fi rst section highlights 
the universal link between women 
and their ecosystems through a 
sculpture and a series of exclusive 
photographs shot and selected by 
Mélanie. The second section invites 
visitors to discover a Virtual Reality 
fi lm, showcasing stories of women 
from all over the world, known and 
unknown, as they navigate through 
their experiences. The third and fi nal 
section brings an exclusive audio-
visual art piece to life refl ecting 
women’s voices across the globe

The pavilion will feature a Majlis, 
a vibrant and inclusive space 
for everyone – including artists, 

scientists, thought leaders, 
politicians, entrepreneurs and 
business leaders – to engage in 
constructive and solution-oriented 
conversations on women’s 
empowerment. 

Across the six months of Expo, 
the Women’s Pavilion will host an 
array of events, programming and 
meaningful dialogues that will 
not only enhance knowledge and 
understanding of gender equality 
and women’s empowerment, but 
also drive tangible, collaborative 
action that can be shared with the 
world. 

These include a Women’s World 
Majlis to address the role of women 
in creating a cleaner, safer, healthier 
world, and the ‘Women in Arabia 
and Islam’ series, highlighting real-

life stories of women who have led 
the way throughout history, inspiring 
other women from across the 
world to reach new heights. Expo 
2020 and Cartier will also celebrate 
International Women’s Day on 8 
March 2022 by hosting a global 
forum under the theme of “Creating 
New Perspectives”.

As it celebrates women driving 
change from every walk of life, 
the pavilion supports Expo 2020’s 
mission to deliver real-life solutions 
to real-life challenges. Expo 2020 
will run from October 1, 2021 to 
March 31, 2022, inviting visitors from 
around the world to join the making 
of a new world, experiencing a 
six-month celebration of human 
creativity, innovation, progress and 
culture.

Expo 2020 Dubai - Korea Pavilion Appoints 
K-Pop Band ‘Stray Kids’ As Ambassador
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UEFA EURO 2020: Embracing 
the true fervour of football 

While countries across 
the globe plunged into 
obscurity, in a world 

struck by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
an event which restored faith in 
scaling back the path of normalcy 
was UEFA EURO 2020. To have 
stadiums laden with fans has been 
one of the much-awaited dreams 
people have been nurturing in their 
hearts, as part of fi nding life as we 
know it, in all its glory. 

The tournament kickstarted on June 
11 this year, originally slated to be 

held from June 12 to July 12, 2020, 
suspended due to the COVID-19 
pandemic in Europe. 

Scheduled to have 13 venues 
initially, two of the hosts Brussels 
and Dublin, were later withdrawn, 
citing a few hassles. Spain also saw 
a change in their host city from 
Bilbao to Seville, which allowed 
audience at matches.

The opening game was held at 
Stadio Olimpico, Rome, and saw 
Turkey being overpowered by hosts.  

Having won the 2016 competition, 
the Portugal team, who were 
the defending champions, saw 
an unfortunate exit from the 
tournament after Belgium’s 1-0 
victory over the former recently. 

The teams have been divided into 
six groups. While teams from Italy, 
Switzerland, Turkey and Wales are 
listed in Group A. Belgium, Denmark, 
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Finland, Hungary, North Macedonia, 
Turkey, Scotland, Russia, Poland and 
Slovakia, among a few others.

However, it was the ouster of teams 
such as Portugal and France, which 
left fans in a state of dismay. 

That said, the newsmaker for the 
championship, who despite an 
early exit of his team, remains 
indisputable with the highest 
number of goals is Cristiano 
Ronaldo. The ace player has fi ve 
goals to his credit in the brief stint 
that his team had in the whole 
tournament. Then comes Patrick 
Schick from Czech Republic with 
the same number of goals, but 
with slightly more time taken into 

account. The other goal scorers, who 

garnered attention, include Karim 

Benzema of France, Emil Forsberg 

from Sweden, Romelu Lukaku from 

Belgium, with four goals each. 

England, however, has been having 

a sturdy ride until now and has 

instilled a sense of optimism and 

confi dence among football fans in 

the country. As Wembley Stadium 

in London will host the semi-fi nals 

on July 7 and fi nals to be held on 

July 12, marking the second time it is 

being held in the venue, hopes are 

high if the team will get to mark the 

culmination of the tournament on 

home ground.

Finland and Russia fall in Group 
B. The next, Group C has Austria, 
Netherlands, North Macedonia and 
Ukraine. Croatia, Czech Republic, 
England and Scotland are placed 
in Group D. While countries such as 
Poland, Slovakia, Spain and Sweden 
come under Group E, the last one of 
them all under Group F has France, 
Germany, Hungary and Portugal.

EURO 2020, which had 24 teams 
from across Europe vying for the 
alluring winner’s trophy, now has 
only a handful having survived 
the fi ery experience so far. As the 
steamy game races ahead into 
the semi-fi nals, the teams that 
succumbed to an exit out of EURO 
2020 include the ones such as 
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TOKYO GET, SET, GO!
The Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games are just around the corner, but when do they actually start? 
With only one month to go, here's everything you need to know about the Olympics in 2021

The Olympic Rings are displayed by the Odaiba Marine Park 
Olympic venue on June 03, 2021 in Tokyo, Japan.
(Photo by Yuichi Yamazaki/Getty Images)
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Tokyo (Japan): Believe it 
or not, the start of the 
Olympic Games of Tokyo 
2020, is just around the 

corner. After a year of delays, the 
Olympic Games – which are still 
being called Tokyo 2020 – will get 
underway in July.

Whether you're looking forward to 
seeing Simone Biles dominate in 
artistic gymnastics or witness the 
debut of new sports, here are some 
key things to know.

The Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games 
will offi  cially run from July 23 until 
August, 2021.

Though the Opening Ceremony is 
due to take place on 23 July, there 
are a few events kicking off  a few 
days prior, namely baseball, softball 
and football, all starting on 21 July.

The games will see a whopping 339 
events unfold across 33 sports, and 
you can fi nd the full competition 
schedule here.

Hosting the Olympics is Tokyo, 
Japan, although a number of sports 
and events will take place at venues 
outside the Japanese capital.

Competition is due to take place 
across 41 diff erent venues, including 
the Japan National Stadium, Tokyo 
Stadium and the Yokohama Stadium.

What are the new 
sports and events?

There are fi ve new sports coming to 
Tokyo 2020.

Baseball-softball is among the 'new' 
sports this summer, but the two 

disciplines were previously separate 
sports competed at the Olympic 
Games up until Beijing 2008.

For four of the newbies, however, 
this will be their Olympic debut.

Karate , surfi ng , sport climbing  
and skateboarding  have all been 
selected to showcase their sport 
at Tokyo 2020 for the fi rst time in 
Games history.

As well as new sports, you can 
expect to see new disciplines 
in existing sports, including 3x3 
basketball, freestyle BMX , and 
mixed gender events in various 
sports such as swimming, athletics, 
triathlon, judo, and archery.

15 new gold medals will be 
awarded at the next Olympics, for 
3x3 basketball, BMX freestyle, and 
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mixed-gender events, boosting 
equality.

What events will the 
Games start with?

On 21 and 22 July, softball  and 
football  teams begin their road to 
gold.

In softball, Japan will start their 
Olympic title defence against 
Australia at the Fukushima Azuma 
Baseball Stadium from 9 am JST 
(Japan Standard Time, UTC +9 
hours).

Fans can also follow along as Italy 

take on the USA from 12 pm JST 

and Olympic debutants Mexico face 

Canada from 3 pm JST.

If football is what you're looking for, 

then you can see women's football 

from 21 July throughout the late 

afternoon and evening with Great 

Britain lining up against Chile from 

4:30 pm JST.

Hosts Japan then kick off  their 

campaign against Canada at 7:30 

pm JST.

Men's football will begin the 

following day, 22 July, with group 

games are set to be played.

Japan will take on South Africa in 

their opening game from 8 pm JST 

with a blockbuster tie between 

Brazil and Germany kicking off  just 

30 minutes later at 8:30 pm JST.

Archery begins on the morning of 23 

July, before the Opening Ceremony 

later that evening, with the ranking 

rounds.

The rest of the action across 

all sports will unfold after the 

Ceremony, which takes place at 

8 pm JST on 23 July, with the fi rst 

medal event coming in the women's 

10m air rifl e in shooting.
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British fi lmmaker Ali Tabrizi’s 
documentary titled 
Seaspiracy is based on 

a topic, which has intrigued him 
from his childhood- the ocean, the 
waves and the enormous marine 
population. What was intended to be 
a slice of life under water turns into 
a whirlwind of revelation regarding 
depletion of the sea animals and 
eventually the nemesis of the ocean 
itself, through this documentary.

Seaspiracy, which extends to 
one hour and thirty minutes, was 
released in March this year. It is 
helmed by the team behind award-
winning 2014 fi lm Cowspiracy, 
supported by actor Leonardo Di 
Caprio back then.

The documentary on the outset 
delves into large population 
of whales and dolphins being 
slaughtered. While the reason for 
killing dolphins look vague for the 
fi lmmaker, his research on the same 
drives him to that fact that there is 
hardly any market for its meat. This 
probe further leads him to unravel 
mighty truths throwing light on 
tuna overfi shing. As he lurks with 

Seaspiracy unearths precarious case of 
marine population

his camera and other equipments 
in Taiji, Japan, the killing of dolphins 
for no reason appears to be a garb 
for the thriving tuna selling markets. 
The tunas are in turn preyed upon 
by the dolphins on a considerable 
scale.  

It exposes the viewer to a gamut 
of unnerving facts that fi shing has 
wiped out 90 percent of the world’s 
largest fi sh, the whale shark. The 
documentary becomes an eye-
opener as to how plastic straws 
alone aren’t the problem, as they 
make up for only 0.03 percent of the 
plastic waste in the ocean. Instead, 
it is the fi shing nets and wastes 
recurrently thrown into sea, which 
makes up for 46 percent of the 
plastic pollution of the ocean.

Tabrizi then focuses on the 
incessant and newer ways of fi shing 

that emerge with each passing day 
causing damage to 3.9 billion acres 
of the seabed every year.

Another hard-hitting insight which 
the viewer is exposed to is the claim 
by marine biologist Dr Sylvia Alice 
Earle. According to her, if the high 
rate of fi shing of 2.7 trillion fi sh each 
year continues, the oceans could go 
empty. Tabrizi echoes the concern, 
“If current fi shing trends continue, 
we will see virtually empty oceans 
by the year 2048.”

By-catching or accidental catching 
is yet another topic that is dealt 
with through the documentary. Up 
to 50 million sharks are believed to 
be accidentally caught each year. It 
also revolves around fi shing slavery, 
which could come as a shocking 
news to be processed. According to 
the fi lmmaker, fi shermen are held 
captive for at least 20 years before 
they seek an escape.

Tabrizi not only unearths relevant 
questions for posterity, but also 
provides a solution or an alternate 
step, with regard to the consumption 
of sea food. He concludes by saying 
that one must make a clever switch 
from animal-based fi sh and sea food 
to plant-based ones.

While Tabrizi’s Seaspiracy brings 
alive a quagmire, it also raises 
innumerable questions in front 
of the viewers. That said, the 
documentary was also put through 
a litmus test by a few NGOs and 
experts, who allege that there is a 
complete misrepresentation, when it 
comes to claims, statistics and  the 
like.  

The cast of Seaspiracy includes 
Ali Tabrizi, Richard O’Barry 
and Lucy Tabrizi. As visually 
appealing and technically rich the 
documentary looks, it proves just as 
groundbreaking and necessary to 
have a discourse on, given the time 
and age we are living in.

By Beth Cooper

Director- Ali Tabrizi

Duration- 89 minutes

Cast-  Ali Tabrizi, Richard 

O'Barry, Lucy Tabrizi
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There is nothing more 
disturbing than to watch 
a horror movie that unlike 

majority of them in the genre 
is based on real incidents of 
paranormal presence wherein the 
entity is unseen yet proves to be 
extremely powerful, so much so 
that it accepts the challenges that 
people well-equipped to arrest it 
put forward. The Conjuring series 
is known for handling the subject 
of Good and Evil in the most 
sophisticated manner that makes 
the audiences watch the movie 
with a lump in their throat. Despite 
having numerous cliched elements 
of a horror fl ick, the new addition in 
the series- The Conjuring: The Devil 
Made Me Do It is diff erent. Out of 
which, stands out the performance 
of Vera Farmiga as Lorraine Warren 
who takes the baton in her hand for 
almost a major part of the movie. 
Her ability to see evil in a tangible 
world makes her character the link 
between the black and white world.

A spine-chilling fi lm with the 
best of two worlds

Set in the 80’s, The Conjuring: The 
Devil Made Me Do It narrates the 
story of a case dealt by paranormal 
investigators Ed (Patrick Wilson) and 
Lorraine Warren (Vera Farmiga). The 
couple try to save a little boy, David 
who is possessed and belongs to a 
silent community where Satanists 
skulk, targeting kids for various 
rituals. The unsettling events that 
depict the miseries of the little boy 
forces us to think about the other 
world and its implications. Also, the 
fact that the movie is based on real 
life incidents, makes it all the more 
creepier. The events continue until 
the major twist takes place- Arne 
(Ruairi O’Connor), a family friend 
challenges the demon to possess 
him. The Satan then possesses Arne 
freeing the little boy’s body. The 

task becomes even more diffi  cult 
for the Warren’s as they now must 
prove that Arne is responsible for 
murdering a person and that it is the 
devil who made him do that.

The events that follow that seem 
unrealistic as the Warren’s succeed 
in proving that it is the demonic 
possession that makes Arne commit 
the heinous crime. The trail is given 
less importance and somehow 
seems like normalising the act, 
lauding the character for setting the 
child free from Satan.

The Conjuring: The Devil Made Me 
Do It brings the best of both the 
worlds, experienced by Lorraine, 
which comprises of the forces of 
good and the evil, that of the maze 
of darkness to show the importance 
of sunshine. The plot of the 
Conjuring movies is based on the 
real case fi les of the demonologists 
that might seem diffi  cult to digest 
as most of them revolve around the 
series of nerve- wrenching events 
taking place due to the presence of 
evil that seems way too simple to 
happen in everyday life.

Director – Michael Chaves
Duration – 2 hrs
Cast- Patrick Wilson, Vera 
Farmiga, Ruairi O’Connor

By Audrey Leighton
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The one lingering thought 
while watching Disney 
Pixar’s new animated movie 

‘Luca’ is, ‘if only one could watch this 
on the big screen’. Sigh! To be able 
to watch new movies in between 
a pandemic itself has become a 
blessing, and to be able to relish a 
heartwarming movie such as Luca, 
was quite unexpected. People have 
come to expect Disney to come 
out with a run-of-the-mill animated 
movie with predictable themes. 
While it does look like a number 
of feel-good versions of Disney 
animated movies released earlier, 
Luca stands out in a way only Disney 
Pixar movies could.

Luca is set on the sun-kissed Italian 
Riviera, where Luca Paguro learns 
that he belongs both to the ocean 
and the land. The young lad who has 
always been curious about life on 
the surface of the sea is accidentally 
able to discover the wonders of 
the land and its land monsters, all 

Let The Heart-Warming Begin!

thanks to his new friend Alberto 
Scorfano. Alberto has already learnt 
to survive both on land and under 
the ocean and Luca is struck by the 
ease with which Alberto masters 
the ways of both the world. Both the 
young boys are equally fascinated 
by the photograph of a Vespa 
scooter and are trying to fi nd ways 
to get hold of one to explore the 
world. The story revolves around 
Luca and his friend and how both 
of them navigate a world that is not 
exactly happy about welcoming ‘sea 
creatures’ among them.

It does not take one to know rocket 
science to put together what the 
movie is trying to convey. It’s a 
simple story where boys with a 

secret meet the world and decides 
to open up to that world and its 
people, hoping that they are allowed 
to be a part of it. There! Disney has 
fi nally done it. Told with a kind of 
exquisiteness, one might only come 
across in Hayao Miyazaki’s stories; 
Luca is a humble tale of exploration 
and acceptance. In fact, the design 
and animation were inspired by 
hand-drawn and stop motion works 
and Hayao Miyazaki’s style.
There are times when one would 
clearly be able to relate to Luca, 
the kid who is struggling to fi nd his 
heart. Expect yourself to silently 
wipe away a tear or two, as you 
smile from ear to ear, before the end 
credits roll. This movie would warm 
any pandemic-hit, cold, lonely heart.

Luca is clearly a feel-good watch, 
it off ers more than what is shown. 
Maybe watch it again, if you need to 
make sure what you saw was exactly 
what you thought. Your takeaway 
is a lesson on love, friendship and 
belonging At 95 minutes running 
time, the movie is available on 
Disney Hotstar.

Director - Enrico Casarosa

Duration - 95 minutes

Cast - Jacob Tremblay, 
Jack Dylan Grazer, Emma 
Berman

By Dorothy Sash
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Eighty years ago, British 
lawmakers driven from 
their debating chamber 
by World War Two 

Nazi bombs secretly set up a new 

home less than 100 yards away, 

from where Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill ran the country's wartime 

government.

Unbeknown to the British public, on 

June 24, 1941, elected lawmakers 

from the green-benched House 

of Commons moved onto the red 

benches of the House of Lords 

chamber and remained there for 

nine years.

From this lavishly-decorated but 

clandestine setting they debated 

and legislated the war eff ort, and 

later passed plans to rebuild and 

reshape post-war Britain. The move 

was not offi  cially acknowledged until 

after the war.

The emergency operation was set 

up after the bombing of the House 

of Commons debating chamber 

during a May 1941 air raid.

"Churchill went into the Commons 

chamber and he looked at the 

destruction and the one thing he 

said was 'Parliament will sit' - he 

didn't quite know where, but thanks 

to the Lords, it was here," said House 

of Commons Speaker Lindsay 

Hoyle, speaking from within the 

heavily gilded Lords chamber.

Although only a short distance 
apart, the Commons and the Lords 
are usually separated by centuries 
of tradition in which the Commons 
proudly defends its independence 
from the British monarchy and its 
lawmaking supremacy over the 
unelected Lords.

But, the current speakers from 
both houses, Hoyle and his Lords 
counterpart John McFall, celebrated 
the anniversary this week in a 
display of unity to show the strength 
of Britain's democratic system.

"It demonstrates that in time of 
need, in time of crisis, that both 
houses work together," McFall said. 

The little-known chapter in British 
wartime history required  permission 
from King George VI, whose robing 
room in Westminster Palace was 
used by the displaced Lords to 
perform their constitutional role of 
scrutinising the government's work.

The move to the Lords was not 
without hitches.

Stained glass windows designed by 
Augustus Pugin had to be covered 
to block out light visible to German 
bombers. Lawmakers complained it 
was too hot in summer, too cold in 
winter and hard to hear each other 
in the high-ceilinged chamber lined 
with statues of medieval knights.

A rebuilt Commons debating 
chamber was reopened in 1950.

According to Lords clerks, Churchill 
left a physical legacy in the 
chamber in the form of a small dent 
caused by the oratorical fl ourish 
of thumping his signet ring into 
the table to punctuate his most 
powerful speeches.

Britain's 'secret parliament' 
celebrates its 80th birthday
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Anew exhibition opening 
in Windsor Castle 
commemorates the 
life and legacy of 

Britain's Prince Philip, including 
many fabulous items gifted him 
over decades of offi  cial duties and 
overseas visits.

Titled 'Prince Philip: A Celebration', 
the display features over 100 objects 
from the Duke of Edinburgh's life.

Philip, the husband of Queen 
Elizabeth and a leading fi gure in the 

British royal family for almost seven 

decades, died on April 9, aged 99.

The exhibition had been planned 

as part of the 100th birthday 

celebrations for Philip, who would 

have turned 100 on June 10, curator 

Sally Goodsir told. "But following his 

death in April, we have delayed its 

opening just by a couple of weeks 

and are still holding it," she said.

Philip was aware of the exhibition 

and its contents, Goodsir said.

 Among the highlights of the display 
are the coronation robes and 
coronet worn by Philip to the 1953 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth, and 
his chair of estate which normally 
stands beside the queen's at 
Buckingham Palace and is displayed 
at Windsor Castle for the fi rst time. 

Going on public display for the 
fi rst time is a portrait of the prince 
painted in 2017, the year of his 
retirement. The painting by Ralph 
Heimans features Philip wearing 
the blue and red Windsor uniform, 

Prince Philip's life celebrated with new 
Windsor Castle exhibit
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standing in the Grand Corridor at 
Windsor Castle.

The items range from the personal 
- such as Queen Victoria's journal 
recording the birth of Prince Philip's 
mother, Princess Alice, at Windsor 
Castle in 1885, to the eccentric - a 
human-sized grasshopper wine 
cooler presented by former French 
President Georges Pompidou during 
his visit to the UK in 1972.

Other items include: a Faberge 
frame with photographs of King 

George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
that was a wedding gift; a chess 
set presented by Nelson Mandela 
during his 1996 visit to the UK; and a 
pair of cowboy boots with the words 
Prince and Philip inscribed in gold, 
gifted to the prince during a visit to 
Houston, Texas, in 1991.

Above the boots, the exhibit displays 
a First Nations feather headdress, a 
1973 gift from the Head Chief of the 
Blood Reserve, Jim Shot Both Sides.

Also on show are the remains of 

Windsor Castle's St George's Hall 
clock and a fragment of a burnt 
beam, salvaged by Philip from the 
debris following a fi re that swept 
through the castle in 1992.

"I think without people being able to 
gather for the funeral, as they might 
ordinarily have done, I hope they 
might be able to come to the castle 
and learn a little bit more about him," 
said Goodsir.

The exhibition will be open to the 
public until Sept. 20.
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Netfl ix Inc added acclaimed 

fi lmmaker Steven 

Spielberg to its roster with 

a joint announcement of a deal 

for his Amblin Partners production 

company to supply multiple movies 

a year for several years.

The Academy Award-winning 

director of big-screen classics 

such as "E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial," 

"Schindler's List" and "Saving Private 

Ryan" will continue to direct and 

produce movies for Comcast Corp's 

Universal Pictures under a separate 

agreement.

The new arrangement brings a 

high-profi le name to the list of talent 

working with Netfl ix at a time when 

a host of competitors including Walt 

Disney Co and Amazon.com Inc are 

Steven Spielberg's studio to 
make fi lms for Netfl ix

competing for streaming audiences.

Spielberg had been at odds with 

Netfl ix in recent years when he 

argued that movies seen primarily 

on television should be eligible 

for Emmys and not Oscars. He 

has spoken out about wanting to 

preserve the experience of seeing 

movies in theaters.

"My entire life has been spent trying 

to give audiences something in a 

large, large forum," Spielberg told 

in 2018. "I love the whole feeling of 

social interaction outside ... Those 

are the kinds of audiences I like to 

talk to."

Netfl ix, which plans to release more 

than 70 movies this year, sends 

some of its fi lms to theaters for 

limited runs. The company operates 

the world's largest streaming service 

with nearly 209 million subscribers 

worldwide.

In a statement, Spielberg said 

discussions with Netfl ix Co-Chief 

Executive Ted Sarandos showed 

"it was abundantly clear that we 

had an amazing opportunity to tell 

new stories together and reach 

audiences in new ways."

Amblin produces several movies 

beyond the ones that Spielberg 

directs himself. 

Recent Amblin projects included 

2018 best picture winner "Green 

Book" and 2019 World War One 

drama "1917," both distributed by 

Universal. It is possible Spielberg 

could direct some of Amblin's 

movies provided to Netfl ix.    

Financial terms of Amblin's deal with 

Netfl ix were not disclosed.
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Pompoms rustle and silver 
shoes fl ash as "Japan Pom 
Pom" practices, moving 

to a lively cheer dance beat. With 
members ages 60 to 89, they're no 
ordinary squad.

But don't you dare call them 
grannies.

"Right at the start, we weren't very 
happy about being called 'granny 
cheer dancers,'" says Fumie Takino, 
the bubbly, energetic 89-year-old 
who founded Japan Pom Pom - 
average age, 72 years - more than 
25 years ago.

At a recent weekly practice, 
resumed after a year off , mask-
wearing members checked 
temperatures before stretching, then 
moved into their dance routines - 
socially distanced, of course. 

Though most wore sweatpants 
and t-shirts with a glittery "Japan 
Pom Pom", for performances they 
don sequined, mini-skirted cheer 
costumes. For one routine, Takino 
wears a leather biker jacket and 

shades; in another, all sport silver 
wigs.

"It's dancing; moving your body is 
nice," she said. "And the costumes 
are unbelievably showy. Some 
people join just so they can wear 
them."

Originally started with fi ve people 
26 years ago after Takino saw an 
overseas senior cheer squad in the 
news, the group now has 17 active 
members. Members, all older than 
55, must pass auditions.

Now the group is featured in 
government pamphlets about active 
seniors, appears periodically in TV 
reports, and performs in popular 
charity shows. 

Japan, one of the world's most 
rapidly ageing nations, with almost 
30% of its population older than 
65, is known for the longevity of 
its seniors. But acceptance of the 
squad took time in a nation with 
fi xed notions about senior life. "We 
went to a senior-citizens club, 
and they really didn't like us. They 

didn't smile even once. 'Japanese 
women, wearing things like that, at 
their ages!'" Takino recalls. "Now, I 
think about half of people are okay 
with us and half still can't accept 
us." Members comment about the 
boost from practicing together and 
Takino's positive outlook.

"As our leader says, try anything," 
said Tami Shimada, 69. "If you're 
interested in something, forget 
about your age, forget about 
people saying it's no good for that 
reason ... I think that leads to a 
reason to live."

Takino, who has three 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren, with another on the 
way, practices what she preaches. 

She's tried scuba-diving, 
parasailing, ukulele and sky-diving, 
which she calls "the greatest," and 
got a master's degree in the US 
in her 50s. Now she also studies 
Spanish, attends a dance class 
for seniors and takes walks. She's 
obsessed with computer solitaire.

Each night, she drinks a small beer, 
and says an appendectomy has 
been her only health issue so far.

Takino can't believe she'll be 
90 next year, but reluctantly 
confesses she doesn't think she'll 
still be cheering at 100, though the 
group wants her to. 

"The last three or four years I've 
started to feel tired a lot more 
easily. Then having to be home 
because of the pandemic really 
meant my stamina fell. I don't 
feel anything while I'm practicing, 
but then the next day I feel pretty 
tired," she said. "I forget everything 
while I'm dancing."

'Try anything': Japan's silver-
haired cheer-dancing squad
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The "year of wheat" campaign 
pushed by Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad is in 

jeopardy after low rainfall risked 
leaving an import gap of at least 
1.5 million tonnes, according to 
preliminary estimates by offi  cials 
and experts.

The agricultural blow and lack 
of funds to fi nance the imports 
will add to pressure on a Syrian 
economy already reeling from 
ten years of confl ict and buckling 
under the pressure of US sanctions, 
neighbouring Lebanon's fi nancial 
collapse and the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Russia, one of the world's largest 
exporters of wheat and Assad's 
staunch ally, has said it would sell 
one million tonnes of grain to Syria 
throughout the year to help it meet 
the four million tonnes of annual 

domestic demand. But its cargoes 
have been slow to arrive in recent 
years as funds grew scarce, with 
publicly available customs data 
showing no signifi cant supplies to 
Syria.

Offi  cials and an expert at the 
Rome-based Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) estimated at 
least 1.5 million tonnes of wheat 
imports were needed. They said 
a 1.2 million-tonne government 
purchasing target, driven by forced 
sales to the government, now 
looked wildly unrealistic.

Abdullah Khader, 49, a landowner 
and farmer in Raqqa province, said 
the lack of rain meant his crop was 
almost a quarter of last year's. 

Minister of Agriculture Mohammed 
Hassan Qatana talked about the 
fate of the domestic crop during 

a tour with his team this week of 
the country's bread basket in the 
northeast Hasaka province, where 
much of the country's cereals crop 
is in the hands of breakaway Kurds. 

"It's clear from the tour the huge 
impact of the climatic changes, that 
all rain-fed plantations have been 
taken out of investments and even 
the irrigated wheat areas production 
has gone down 50%," Qatana said.

According to two U.N. experts, 
that could mean at least half of 
the planted acreage of 1.5 million 
hectares could be wiped out.

Bread Shortages

Much of the domestic wheat 
demand is needed to support 
a government bread subsidy 
programme.

Syria's fi nancial troubles have 
already translated into bread 
shortages in the past year with 
residents complaining of long 
queues across government-
controlled areas, in some instances 
running up to fi ve hours.

The World Food Programme said in 
March a record 12.4 million Syrians, 
more than 60% of the population, 
suff er from food insecurity and 
hunger, double the number seen in 
2018.

Syrians are increasingly dependent 
on subsidised bread as rampant 
infl ation has driven up food prices 
more than 200% in the last year, 
according to the World Bank.

Syrian drought puts Assad's 'year of 
wheat' in peril
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Qatana had appealed to farmers 
to prioritise wheat this year so the 
country could "return to eating what 
we plant."

"We are facing endless economic 
pressures, our food means our 
existence," he told state media in 
November.   

A rise in last year's harvest had 
raised expectations, with an increase 
of 52% compared to a fi ve-year 
average, according to FAO data. 

"I sowed my 80 donums (8 hectares), 
hoping it will be a good season," said 
Mustafa al-Tahan, 36, a farmer in 
northern Hama countryside.

"I have lost everything and the yields 
have been very poor with little rain."

Kurdish Supplies
About 70% of wheat production still 

lies outside of government control 

and its more aggressive position as 

sole buyer, forcing it to compete 

with other bidders by doubling the 

buying price this season to 900 

Syrian pounds a kilo, or around 

$300-$320 per tonne. 

But Damascus is unlikely to get any 

supplies from farmers under the 

Kurdish-led administration in the 

northeast, where over 60% of the 

country's wheat is grown. 

The Kurdish-led autonomous 

administration expects to collect 

around half last year's 850,000 

tonnes due to poor rains and lower 

water levels along the Euphrates 

banks, which are down by at least 

fi ve metres.

Along with higher prices to farmers 

that are denominated in dollars 

to deter them from selling to 

Damascus, the self administration 

has so far banned any sale outside 

its territory. 

The 1,150 pounds a kilo purchase 

price was set substantially higher 

than the Damascus level to ensure 

the northeast administration gets 

the largest possible quantity to 

enable self suffi  ciency, Kurdish 

offi  cials say.

"The season is very bad and will 
aff ect severely food production," 
Salman Barudo, who is in charge of 
grains procurement in the Kurdish-
led autonomous northeast, said.

The Kurdish-led authorities, who 
have had extensive trade ties with 
Damascus, have so far rejected 
Russian mediation to allow farmers 
to sell part of their produce to 
Damascus as in previous years, two 
Kurdish sources said.

AGRO
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Greek Tourism Minister 
Harry Theoharis said he 
was hopeful Britain would 

include Greece on its "green list" of 
quarantine-free holiday destinations 
when the list is reviewed at the 

Greek tourism minister hopeful 
of joining Britain's 'green list'

GREEN MISSION

end of the month. Greece was kept 
off  an initial list of just 12 countries 
and territories that Britain said 
travellers could visit from May 17 
without having to quarantine on 
their return home. "I am moderately 

optimistic that in the next review, 
if not our whole country, at least 
our islands should be on the green 
list," Theocharis said on Greek state 
TV. Theoharis is currently on a visit 
to Britain, one of the three largest 
markets for its vital tourism sector, 
meeting government offi  cials, tour 
operators and airlines ahead of the 
offi  cial start of the tourism season on 
May 15. 

The Greek government allowed 
organised beaches, museums, bars 
and restaurants to reopen from last 
week and wants to vaccinate the 
entire population of its islands by the 
end of June.

Greece came out of the fi rst 
wave of the pandemic last year in 
better shape than many European 
countries but it has suff ered heavily 
in recent months as a surge in cases 
forced it back into lockdown and put 
health services under severe strain.

However the government says the 
rollout of vaccines and rapid testing 
as well as warmer weather allowing 
more outdoor activities mean that 
visitors can now travel safely.

Tourism accounts for about a fi fth 
of the Greek economy and employs 
one in fi ve workers. A collapse in 
arrivals last year because of the 
pandemic slashed revenues to 4 
billion euros from 18 billion in 2019. 

Holiday company TUI Group said 
earlier that it expects countries such 
as Spain and Greece to be included 
in Britain's "green list" of low-risk 
destinations at the end
 of the month.
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EU to fi nalise huge farm policy overhaul; 
climate groups cry foul

EUnegotiators begin two 
days of talks on a plan 

designed to make the bloc's huge 
farming subsidies greener and fairer, 
although campaigners question its 
environmental impact.

The Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) will spend 387 billion euros 
($473 billion), around a third of 
the EU's 2021-2027 budget, on 
payments to farmers and support 
for rural development, with new 
rules kicking in from 2023.

The revamp aims to align agriculture 
with the EU's target of zero net 
emissions by 2050, by tackling 
the 10% of EU greenhouse gases 
emitted by farming.

"We aim to close the deal this week," 
an EU offi  cial said of talks between 
negotiators from the European 
Parliament and the EU member 
states.

The proposed changes have come 
under fi re from environmental 
campaigners, who say they lack 
fi rm targets and would allow the 
bulk of subsidies to be spent on 

polluting forms of industrial farming. 
The latest proposal would set aside 
23% of payments to farmers from 
2023 for schemes that safeguard 
the environment, and 25% from 2025 
onwards. That could include organic 
farming or the use of feed additives 
to reduce methane emissions from 
cows.

Negotiators are also tussling over 
how to ensure the CAP supports 
small farmers.

One option is to use a stricter 
defi nition of "active farmer" 
recipients. Parliament has said this 

should halt payments to large-scale 
processors of agricultural products.

The European Commission and 
Parliament have sought a 100,000 
euros per year cap per benefi ciary, 
with the excess redirected to 
smaller farmers. EU countries and 
farming groups say redistributions 
should be voluntary.

Pekka Pesonen, secretary-general 
of European farmers and agri-
cooperatives group Copa Cogeca, 
warned against a "one-size-fi ts-
all" approach and said farmers 
were being asked to make green 
investments despite lower subsidies.

The European Environmental Bureau 
says the CAP plans have no targets 
for reducing agricultural emissions 
and says fi rm rules are needed to 
keep EU countries in line.

Agriculture is the most frequently 
reported pressure on Europe's 
habitats and species, from 
intensifi ed farming practices 
including pesticide use and 
irrigation.

GREEN MISSION
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Years of hostilities and an 
electric fence along a de 
facto border between 

nuclear-armed neighbours India and 
Pakistan have taken a toll not just 
on humans. Wildlife has also been 
badly affl  icted in one of the world's 
most militarised regions. 

The latest victims of the decades-
old confl ict are two orphaned Asiatic 
bear cubs found on the Pakistan 
side of the disputed Himalayan 
region of Kashmir. 

Sharda and Narda were discovered 
last year by villagers at an altitude 
of 14,000 feet (4,270 m), alone, and 
unable to open their eyes, said 
Muhammad Ashraf, an offi  cial with 
the wildlife and fi sheries department 
in Pakistan-administered Kashmir.  

"Our guards and volunteers 
reconnoitred the area for about two 
months but did not fi nd any trace 
of the she-bear on our side of the 
divide," Ashraf said. 

The mother bear may have been 
killed on the Indian side of the 
border by a landmine or a shell, he 
said, with her cubs crawling across 
to be spotted by the villagers. 

The duo was nursed with bottled 
milk for two months, then raised 
on fruit and veggies and gradually 
introduced to other foods including 
wheat and maize. 

Now they keep busy climbing 
mulberry and walnut trees on the 
compound where they are kept, or 
sometimes onto a tin-roof shelter 
that houses a hatchery for rainbow 
trout, drawing a daily audience of 
both children and adults. 

A Picturesque War Zone

This compound is just outside the 
village of Dawarian, some 66 miles 
(106 km) northeast of Muzaff arabad, 
the capital of Pakistani-administered 
Kashmir. The area's fast-fl owing 

rivers and streams, waterfalls, glacial 
lakes and forests make it popular 
with tourists. 

Kashmir has been a fl ashpoint 
since India and Pakistan gained 
independence from British rule 
in 1947, and they have fought two 
wars over the region. Both countries 
control parts of Kashmir and claim it 
in full. 

Since 2004 there has been a 12-foot 
high fence cutting through the area 
to mark the border. India built the 
fence and says it is meant to keep 
militants from crossing. 

But it has also made it nearly 
impossible for wildlife to move freely 
in their natural habitat. 

“The bear cubs are just one example," 
said Sardar Javaid Ayub, head of the 
wildlife and fi sheries department on 
the Pakistan side. 

"They were born across the divide 
and when their mom got killed 
close to the fence they crossed over 
through some burrow or eroded 
portion of land (beneath the fence)."

Ashraf recalls that a few years back 
department staff  spotted a dead 
black bear in a ravine far from the 
fence. 

One leg had apparently been blown 
off  by a landmine and it had fallen 
into the ravine and died. 

"This is what ... would be happening 
with many wild animals but we rarely 
come to know about it," Asraf said. 

Twin orphaned bear cubs given shelter near 
India-Pakistan border

WILDLIFE
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remembrance, even those that were 
torn and burnt. 

Israel gave advance warning of the 
air strike, the building's owners said, 
one of the attacks Israel launched 
in Hamas Islamist-run Gaza after 
tensions in Jerusalem triggered 
cross-border rocket strikes on Israeli 

Shaban Esleem says his 
commitment to rebuild his 
Gaza bookstore after its 

destruction in an Israeli air strike last 
week is written in stone.

"I will start all over again. I will begin 
small and go big," the Palestinian 
pledged, standing next to the piles 
of masonry of what was once a 
four-storey building on Gaza City's 
Talateen Street.

The structure, he said, housed his 
Iqra (Read) bookshop - where he 
sold titles in Arabic and foreign 
languages - a competitor's book 
business, a printing works, an 
apartment and educational and 
language centres.

Esleem, 33, picked through the 
piles of stone collecting what 
books remained to keep as a 

His bookshop in ruins, Gazan hopes to rebuild 
with crowd-funding help

towns on May 10. Eleven days of the 
worst hostilities in years between 
Hamas and Israel ended with a 
ceasefi re, which appears to be 
holding. 

A GoFundMe campaign, begun 
overseas by a supporter who saw 
Esleem in a media interview, has 
raised more than $130,000 to help 
him rebuild and reopen.

"But I haven't got any of it yet, 
and it may be diffi  cult to get this 
amount of money into Gaza," 
Esleem said, voicing concern that 
Israel's long-standing blockade of 
the enclave could make it diffi  cult 
for him to receive the funds. Israel 
cites security concerns for Gaza 
restrictions that Palestinians call 
collective punishment.

Ramadan El-Njaily, who owned a 
business and an apartment in the 
bombed-out building, placed a 
sign on the rubble that summed up 
his despair.

"Roya Print-House, we had a dream 
here, and they killed it," it read.

Israel says it tried to avoid civilian 
casualties in targeting militants, 
including warning when it was 
about to strike residential buildings 
that it alleged also had a military 
use.

Njaily, 35, said he left the 
apartment two days before it was 
destroyed, fearing for his life after 
an Israeli air strike hit the road 
outside the building.

Now his 3-year-old son is living 
with a grandmother, and Njaily 
himself moves from one friend's 
house to another each day. "I lost 
everything," he said.

HIGH HOPES
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Europe's two privacy 
watchdogs teamed up to 
call for a ban on the use of 

facial recognition in public spaces, 
going against draft European 
Union rules which would allow the 
technology to be used for public 
security reasons.

The European Commission in 
April proposed rules on artifi cial 
intelligence, including a ban on 
most surveillance, in a bid to 
set global standards for a key 
technology dominated by China and 
the United States.

The proposal does allow high-
risk AI applications to be used in 
areas such as migration and law 
enforcement, though it laid out strict 
safeguards, with the threat of fi nes 
of as much as 6% of a company's 
global turnover for breaches. 

The proposal needs to be 
negotiated with EU countries and 
the bloc's lawmakers before it 
becomes law. 

The two privacy agencies, the 

European Data Protection Board 
(EDPB) and European Data 
Protection Supervisor (EDPS), 
warned of the extremely high 
risks posed by remote biometric 
identifi cation of individuals in public 
areas.

"The EDPB and the EDPS call for 
a general ban on any use of AI for 
automated recognition of human 
features in publicly accessible 
spaces, such as recognition of 
faces, gait, fi ngerprints, DNA, voice, 
keystrokes and other biometric 
or behavioral signals," the two 
watchdogs said in a joint opinion.

They said AI systems using 

biometrics to categorize individuals 

into clusters based on ethnicity, 

gender, political or sexual orientation 

should also be banned.

Using the technology to infer a 

person's emotions should also be 

outlawed except for very specifi c 

cases, such as health purposes, they 

said.

"A general ban on the use of facial 

recognition in publicly accessible 

areas is the necessary starting point 

if we want to preserve our freedoms 

and create a human-centric legal 

framework for AI," EDPB Chair 

Andrea Jelinek and EDPS head 

Wojciech Wiewiorowski said.

"The proposed regulation should 

also prohibit any type of use of AI for 

social scoring, as it is against the EU 

fundamental values and can lead 

to discrimination," they said. While 

the opinion is non-binding, it does 

carry weight with the Commission, 

EU countries and the European 

Parliament.

EU privacy watchdogs call for ban on facial 
recognition in public spaces

TECH-SPACE
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I've just come out of a long-
term lockdown. Can we be 
friends?

Amorous entanglements aren't 

uppermost in the minds of many 

people emerging from long periods 

of pandemic isolation. Instead, they 

crave the friendships and social 

groups they have been starved of 

over the past year.

That's the verdict of dating apps 

such as Tinder and Bumble, which 

are launching or acquiring new 

services focused entirely on making 

and maintaining friends.

"There's a really interesting trend 
that has been taking place in the 
connection space, which is this 
desire to have platonic relationships," 
said Bumble founder and CEO 
Whitney Wolfe Herd. 

"People are seeking friendship in 
ways they would have only done 
offl  ine before the pandemic."

Her company is investing in its 
Bumble BFF (best friends forever) 
feature, which it said comprised 
about 9% of Bumble's total monthly 
active users in September 2020 and 
"has room to grow as we increase 
our focus on this space". 

Meanwhile its archrival Match Group 
- owner of a string of apps including 
Tinder and Hinge - is also pushing 
beyond love and lust. It paid $1.7 
billion this year for South Korean 
social media fi rm Hyperconnect, 
whose apps let people chat from 
across the world using real-time 
translation. 

Hyperconnect's revenue jumped 
50% last year, while Meetup, which 
helps you meet people with similar 
interests at local or online events, 
has seen a 22% rise in new members 
since January.

Meetup's most searched word this 
year was "friends".

Can we be friends? Dating apps say sex 
isn't everything in a post-pandemic world

TECH-SPACE
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'Friends For More Than 
A Year'

Such friendship services have 
experienced increased engagement 
from users since COVID-19 
restrictions have gradually been 
lifted around the world, allowing 
people to meet in person, according 
to Evercore analyst Shweta 
Kharjuria, who said that it made 
sound business sense to court more 
customers.

"This opens up the total available 
market from targeting only singles 
to singles and married people," she 
said. 

The importance of physical contact 
was echoed by Amos, a 22-year-old 
French au pair using Bumble BFF in 
London. 

"Getting the momentum going is 
hard online and if everything IRL 
(in real life) is closed," he said. "You 
never really connect until you meet 
in person."

Rosie, a 24-year-old dental nurse 
living in the city of Bristol in 
southwestern England, struggled to 
connect with her older co-workers 
during lockdown and began using 

Bumble BFF three weeks ago to 

meet new people.

"I'm a very sociable person and like 

meeting new people, but never 

found the opportunities. I've gone 

from having just Vodafone texting 

me to this app buzzing quite a bit, 

which is nice, it seems a lot of girls 

are in my position."

Nupur, a 25-year-old teacher from 

the city of Pune in western India 

who uses both Tinder and Bumble, 

said the apps' eff orts to promote 

themselves as a way of fi nding 

friends rather than just hook-ups 

and love "could work very well".

"I've met a couple of people online 

and we've met up and have been 

friends for more than a year now."

Indeed friend-making networks 

such as MeetMe and Yubo have 

even outstripped some popular 

dating apps in terms of daily 

engagement over the past few 

months, according to market 

research fi rm Apptopia.

Jess Carbino, an online dating 

expert and former sociologist for 

Tinder and Bumble, told that social 
isolation had been "staggering" due 
to the pandemic, particularly for 
single people living alone.

"(This) has inspired people to use 
the tools available to them, namely 
technology, to fi nd companionship 
and connection." 

'Trends Are Here To 
Stay'

LGBTQ+ dating apps have done a lot 

to push the social aspect of dating, 

according to brokerage Canaccord 

Genuity, with China's Blued off ers 

surrogacy services, for example, and 

Taimi providing livestreaming.

Gay dating app Hornet, meanwhile, 

aims to be more of a social network 

focused on users' personal interests, 

rather than solely a hook-up service 

centred on physical looks and 

proximity.

Hornet's founder and CEO Christof 

Wittig said it was unlikely that 

people would revert to the "old 

ways" of connecting with their 

community exclusively offl  ine, such 

as through nightlife, activism or 

LGBTQ sport events.

Witting said the number of users 

tapping the newsfeed, comments 

and videos rose 37% in the year to 

May.

He said the number of people 

looking for friendship and 

community online had increased 

during lockdowns when people 

turned to digital platforms for a 

sense of belonging when bars, gyms 

and pride events were shuttered.

"These trends are here to stay," he 

added. "Just like video conferencing 

and telecommuting."

TECH-SPACE
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Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, 
France and Ireland 
were among European 

Union countries condemning their 
peer Hungary for a new anti-LGBTQ 
law as the bloc zeroed in again on 
democratic failings in Budapest and 
its nationalist ally Warsaw. 

The new law banning the "display 
and promotion of homosexuality" 
among under-18s clearly violates 
European Union values, Germany's 
European aff airs minister said ahead 
of talks with his 27 EU counterparts 
about deep concerns that Hungary 
and Poland violate the rule of law by 
trampling the freedoms of courts, 
academics and media, as well as 
restricting the rights of women, 
migrants and minorities. 

"The European Union is not primarily 
a single market or a currency union. 
We are a community of values, 
these values bind us all," Roth told 
reporters ahead of the meeting in 
Luxembourg.

"There should be absolutely no 
doubt that minorities,  sexual 
minorities too, must be treated 
respectfully."

Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg authored a joint 
declaration condemning the latest 
legal changes under Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban as violating the right 
to freedom of expression and a 
"fl agrant form of discrimination 
based on sexual orientation."

The Swedish minister said the 
Hungarian law was "grotesque", 
his Dutch colleague called on 
Budapest to undo it while their 
Irish counterpart said the bloc's 
executive should sue it at the top EU 
court. Austria said it was wrong to 
park the anti-LGBTQ provisions in a 
bill penalising paedophilia.

"I am very concerned... It is wrong 
what has happened there and has to 
stop," said Ireland's Thomas Byrne. " 
It's a very very dangerous moment 
for Hungary, and for the EU as well."

Facing an election next year, Orban 
has grown increasingly radical on 
social policy in a self-proclaimed 
fi ght to safeguard what he says are 
traditional Christian values from the 
Western liberalism. 

Arriving to the same meeting, 
Hungary's Foreign Minister Peter 
Szijjarto said the law was only aimed 
at paedophiles. 

"The law protects the children in 
a way that it makes it an exclusive 
right of the parents to educate their 
kids regarding sexual orientation 
until the age of 18," he said. "This law 
doesn't say anything about sexual 
orientation of adults."

The other ministers also spoke of 
worries about media freedom in 
Hungary, as well as concerns over 
Poland's ongoing overhaul of the 
judiciary. 

Saying that Polish courts need 
reforming, the ruling Law and 
Justice party has pushed out 
many critical judges across the 
judiciary, introduced more pliant 
replacements. 

It most recently ignored an order 
from the top EU court to halt mining 
at its Turow plant on the Czech 
border for as long as a case Prague 
brought about it against Warsaw is 
not settled. 

"We have to get assurances from 
Poland and Hungary that they are 
really going to follow what the 
EU court says in the future," said 
Sweden's Hans Dahlgren.

'Grotesque': EU countries condemn 
Hungary over anti-LGBTQ law

BATTLE OF THE SEXES
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ARussian prosecutor 
has called for Dolce 
& Gabbana Instagram 

advertisements showing 
same-sex couples kissing 
to be banned in the country 
following a lawmaker's 
complaint about them, the 
prosecutor's offi  ce said.

Mikhail Romanov, a member 
of the ruling United Russia 
party who sits in the Duma, 
or lower house of parliament, 
fi led the complaint about the ads 
posted under the @dolcegabbana 
handle, the St Petersburg courts 
press service said.

The two short videos were part of 
the Italian fashion house's global 
"Love is Love" campaign in the run-
up to Valentine's Day. 

Same-sex relationships are legal 
in Russia, but a 2013 law bans 
disseminating "propaganda on 
non-traditional sexual relations" 
among young Russians. Human 
rights groups have condemned the 

legislation, saying it has helped 
increase social hostility towards 
homosexuality.        

Dolce & Gabbana declined to 
comment on the case. 

On May 14, the press service for 
the St Petersburg courts said the 
prosecutor had fi led a claim asking 
for one of the Dolce & Gabbana 
Instagram ads showing two girls 
kissing to be banned in Russia. 

In a statement, the press offi  ce 
said the claim established that 
the video "contains information 

Russian prosecutor seeks to ban 
Dolce & Gabbana same-sex kiss ads

that rejects family values 
and propagandises 
non-traditional sexual 
relationships". The press 
service said the prosecutor's 
ban request included a 
second Dolce & Gabbana 
Instagram image showing 
two young men kissing.

However it said the 
prosecutor's claim has not 
progressed yet because 
it had not fulfi lled certain 

administrative requirements, 
including providing documents 
supporting the claim. 

Information on the case will next 
be updated on June 7, it said. 

In 2018, Dolce & Gabbana was 
forced to cancel a marquee show 
in China amid a backlash against 
an advertising campaign that was 
decried as racist by celebrities and 
on social media and led to Chinese 
e-commerce sites boycotting the 
label's products.

BATTLE OF THE SEXES
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We are	a	Sedex	approved	facility	with with	high	ethical standards	geared	up	to	
manufacture	the	best	quality	fashion	jersey	wear	and	knit	wear.	Creative	
Clothing	is	already	an	established	CMT	supplier	to	Next,	Arcadia,	New	Look,	
River	Island	etc.	

With	over	300	employees	we	
manufacture	over	100,000	
garments	a	month.

Creative	Clothing	works	with	
fashion	houses	in	the	UK	and	
works	on	a	CMT	base	model.	
We	pride	ourselves	on	
cultivating	a	special	
understanding	with	our	
customers in	order	to	grow	
consistently.	Having	a	
partnership	with	a	factory	like	
us	who	is	established	in	the	
UAE is	prominent

To	get	in	touch	with	us	or	to	learn	
more	about	manufacturing	with	
us	please	call	us	on the	following:	
+971555479701	or	you	can	email	
us	on:
ahmed@creativeclothingco.com

Creative	Clothing	Company	FZC is	one	of	the	leading	CMT	
factories	in	the	Middle	East	established	in	the	year	2000,	
renowned	for	the	manufacture	of	detailed,	complicated	
garments.	With	talented production	staff	that	understands	
and	caters	for	the	UK	High	St	retailers.
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