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To mask, or not to mask?

T
he country and 
its people have 
never felt more 
imprisoned! Every 
British citizen 

endured and shared this emotion 
during the “draconian” lockdown 
that was imposed on them as 
the pandemic raged on. Despite 
the calculated dismantling of 
the lockdown, from March this 
year, the retail and hospitality 
industries continue to walk on 
eggshells. These sectors have 
already lost millions to the 
lockdown, but hope to climb 
back up as the nation begins to 
loosen its purse strings, even 
as they resume operations 
with a looming fear of being 
asked to close down, again. 
“Does the country really need 
to adhere to Covid guidelines, 
when the vaccines have worked 
perfectly?”, asks the nation.

It holds true that from a 
pandemic perspective, a 
lockdown seems like the best 
foot forward. However, from 
a social standpoint, the sheer 
amount of damage it could bring 
upon a society is immeasurable, 
with the victims of it tantamount 
to that of the pandemic itself. 

While the public seems to be 
engrossed in picking apart the 
roadmap, here lies the catch, the 
UK has recently recorded the 
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Indian variant of SARS-nCoV2. A 
more dominant and infectious 
strain, and it is only a matter of 
time before mutations begin to 
emerge from it. Moreover, Prime 
Minister Johnson has said that 
scientists are predicting another 
wave by the end of this year. 

Adding to their woes, in the 
second week of April 2021, Mr. 
Johnson called-off an official 
trip to India after a devastatingly 
humongous surge of Covid cases 
there. India has now been tagged 
to the ‘red list’ of countries from 
which travellers must quarantine 
in a hotel. The situation faced 
by the second most populous 
country in the world, is a 
testament to the decrepit 
healthcare system supported by 
a nearly non-existent roadmap 
out of the quagmire.

The very decision to cancel the 
trip instantiates the problem that 
lies ahead.

Britain is sedulously limping 
back to a post-Covid breather. 
While the country received the 
news of 32 million receiving the 
vaccine jab, Mr. Johnson seems 
to be positive about his roadmap 
out of the lockdown. By April, 
all shops were permitted to 
re-open, while restaurants and 
pubs were allowed to serve food 
and drinks, outside. Evidently, the 

Government has been prudent 
in making these decisions, it was 
essential, to avoid another surge 
in Covid cases. 

Mr Johnson told MPs the plan 
aimed to be cautious but 
irreversible and at every stage 
decisions would be led by data 
not dates. “There was no credible 
route to a zero-Covid Britain nor 
indeed a zero-Covid world,”he 
said.

As nations across the world 
have been battling the Covid 
virus, a protest to remove Covid 
restriction and use of face masks 
can only be seen as ludicrous.

One mustn't lose sight of the 
larger problem, in a bid to win, 
what can now only be called as, 
a morbid fascination for freedom.

With an ever mutating virus, that 
can indubitably impair even the 
sturdiest healthcare system, a 
roadmap is the best bet forward.
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His Royal Highness Prince Philip was 
lionised for the adeptness with which 
he seamlessly permeated into the 
complexities of British royalty. As the 
monarch’s liegeman of ‘life and limb’, 

the prince, over the years, had quite simply become a 
constant in all the realms of the British monarchy.

His sudden demise on the ninth of April has impelled 
the citizens of Britain and other commonwealth 
nations to come to terms with the insurmountable 
void beside the Queen. The absence of Her Majesty's 
greatest strength for the past 70 years has agonised 
people from the farthest corners of the world. But 
even in those sober moments of grieving, it was only 
deference that resonated with the multitudes.

While he was criticised by both the royal household 
and the then British administration for propelling 
the British monarchy to suit the ways of the 21st 
century, he was lauded for making the Firm more 
approachable to the common man. 

The namesake Prince

Prince Philip empathised with the ways of the masses 
as his early life was nothing short of an ordeal. The 
raging sea of tribulations that he was subjected to at a 
young age is a perplexing tale, even for a commoner.  

Revisiting The Life of  
Prince Philip  
The Royal Consort

Prince Philip has been the 
Queen’s confidant and a wise 
counsel for the Royal family 
for 70 long years. The British 

monarchy has weathered 
countless storms over the years. 

But what remained the same 
was his untrammeled allegiance 
to the monarchy, the Queen, his 

family and more importantly 
his people. Here is a look back 
at the illustrious life of  Prince 

Philip, who bid adieu to the 
world on the ninth of  April
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Born on the island of Corfu, in 
Greece, on June 10, 1921, he was 
named Prince Philip of Greece and 
Denmark, the only son of Prince 
Andrew of Greece and Princess 
Alice of Battenberg. The origins of 
his paternal family could be traced 
back to a Danish lineage. His father, 
Prince Andrew, was the younger 
brother of King Constantine I of 
Greece and Prince Philip was the 
great-grandchild of Queen Victoria. 
He was also the proud nephew of 
Lord Louis Mountbatten.

Despite the grandiose of his lineage, 
that canopy failed to guard him 

against impending adversities 
lurking to devastate him. Prince 
Philip’s earlier life was stricken 
by poverty after his family was 
banished from Greece. Along with 
them, a young Philip fled to France, 
where they spent a life in exile.

His stoic demeanour developed out 
of the daunting circumstances he 
endured at a young age. One such 
unsettling incident came to pass 
when his mother was diagnosed 
with paranoid schizophrenia in 
Berlin and was sent to a sanitarium 
in Switzerland for two years. This 
brought an end to her union with 

Andrew. Philip was just nine years 
old when all this transpired, a time 
when other children of his age, 
even sans the royal tag, relished the 
simple joys of life.

The idea of a home was farthest 
from reality for Philip. However, he 
found no reason to be dejected 
by the afflictions surrounding 
him and he equipped himself to 
become an exemplary student of 
'The Elms'. With his future hanging 
in the balance, Philip migrated to 
a boarding school in England and 
later to Germany. It was only after 
the Prince joined the Gordonstoun 
School in Scotland that he finally 
found his humble abode.

Just two years before his graduation, 
Philip’s life was marred by more 
catastrophes. This came in the form 
of the untimely demise of his sister 
Cecile and her family in a plane 
crash in 1937. Philip, yet again, had to 
brave another loss, that of his father, 
seven years later, to a heart attack. It 
certainly knocked him down, but like 
a hero from an English classic, Philip 
rose above adversities.

‘If winter comes, can 
spring be far behind?’

Prince Philip never let his 
tumultuous past dampen his spirits. 
He was a firm believer that adversity 
would lead to prosperity.H
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Born on the island of Corfu, 
in Greece, on June 10, 1921, 
he was named Prince Philip 
of Greece and Denmark, the 
only son of Prince Andrew 
of Greece and Princess Alice 
of Battenberg. 
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Driven by gumption, Philip set 
his eyes on joining the Navy and, 
after his uncle Louis Mountbatten 
persuaded him, he joined Britannia 
Royal Naval College of Dartmouth, 
where he was awarded the King’s 
Dirk for being the best cadet of the 
term. Philip had a rather long and 
illustrious stint in the Navy, which 
can be traced back to the time when 
he was just 18-months-old and his 
parents were coerced into fleeing 
aboard a Royal Navy ship to Paris.

In 1940, Prince Philip was posted 
to HMS Ramillies, which escorted 
Australian troop convoys in the 
Indian Ocean. He had short stints 
with HMS Kent and HMS Shropshire, 
after which he joined the battleship 
HMS Valiant in 1941. Such was his 
diligence that Philip was posted to 
the destroyer HMS Wallace, and 
was engaged in precarious convoy 
duty. By 21, he became the youngest 
First lieutenant in the Royal Navy, 
and was appointed to the fleet 
destroyer HMS Whelp in 1945. It was 
only in 1950, after being promoted 
to lieutenant commander, that he 
took the reins of his own ship, HMS 
Magpie, a frigate.

As fate would have it, the demise 
of an ailing King George VI on 
February 6, 1952, and the ascension 
of Princess Elizabeth to the throne, 
effectively ended his naval career.

His fascination with Royal yachts, 
catamarans and outrigger canoes 
can be attributed to his virtuosity 
at sailing. Philip used to religiously 
participate in the Cowes Regatta, 
one of the prominent sailing races.

Despite being an immensely 
capable officer in the Navy, royal 
duties ultimately took precedence. 
For his 90th birthday, the Queen 
formally presented him with the 
title and office of Lord High Admiral 

of the Navy, which was a fitting 
acknowledgement of his sacrifices.   

‘Unheard melodies are 
sweeter’

The story of Prince Philip and 
Princess Elizabeth is as old as time 
itself. Theirs was a chance meeting 

at a cousin’s wedding, when he 
was just thirteen-year-old and she 
was nine. It was the start of a union 
etched in the stars.

In what seemed like a bizarre 
encounter, the two of them crossed 
paths yet again. This time, he was 
asked to chaperone two young 
princesses, Elizabeth and her sister 
Margaret. A young Elizabeth in her 
teens did not utter a word, but she 
was entranced by his effervescent 
persona.

An enamoured Prince and Princess 
soon started writing to each other. 
It was believed that Lieutenant 
Philip Mountbatten proposed to 
Princess Elizabeth, the eldest 
daughter of King George VI and heir 
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Philip set his eyes on joining 
the Navy and, he joined 
Britannia Royal Naval 
College of Dartmouth, 
where he was awarded the 
King’s Dirk for being the best 
cadet of the term
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Queen, he was implying not only at 
his wife but also about embracing 
the British monarchy and the country.

With the Queen’s Coronation 
ceremony, he also opened the 
gateways of the royal family to 
newer experiences. The curtains 
of the royalty were raised for the 
television, thereby bringing them 
closer to the common man. While 
the move received flak from the 
British government, this decision 
by the Prince brought a new 
wave of revamping of the age-old 
royal system and stirred open-
mindedness.

A review into the history of Great 
Britain shows how Prince Philip’s 

presumptive to the British throne, at 
the royal family’s Balmoral Estate in 
Scotland. The princess by then was 
ascribed the rank of honorary junior 
commander and was a trained driver 
and mechanic.

Their wedding in Westminster 
Abbey on November 20, 1947, was 
opulent and garnered the attention 
of people across continents.

Just days before the Royal couple 
celebrated their first wedding 
anniversary, they were blessed with 
their first child, Charles. 

Charles, The Prince of Wales, was 
the heir to the throne and was the 
first of their four children: Anne, 
Princess Royal, Prince Andrew, Duke 
of York and Prince Edward, Earl of 
Wessex.

After Princess Elizabeth’s sudden 
ascension to the throne, the royal 
position that Prince Philip held at 
that stage prompted him to latch the 
doors of his naval career behind him 
in 1953. As he uttered the words, ‘I 
do’ during his blissful union with the 

role took a departure from traditions 
and highlights a few privileges and 
rights his predecessors exercised, 
as part of their royal position, while 
he didn’t. The best examples of 
the same would be Philip of Spain, 
William III of England and Prince 
Albert. Philip of Spain, who was the 
husband of Mary I, the Queen of 
England, sent an armada so that he 
could claim the throne. Mary’s sister 
had by then ascended the throne 
after the Queen passed away.

William III of England, Sovereign 
Prince of Orange, on the other 
hand, rebuked all efforts to 
make him subservient. He even 
denied following the orders of the 
parliament, articulating the need 
for equality with his wife Mary II, the 
reigning queen after her demise.

Lastly, Queen Victoria’s husband, 
Prince Albert, was made Prince 
Consort after her insistence. State 
papers were soon received, vesting 
him with the power to accompany or 
sit alongside her in all her work, be it 
public or private.

Prince Philip, however, embarked on 
no such quests during his life in the 
Firm. Instead, he chose to always be 
a reflection of his wife. Until his last 
moment, his dedication to being her 
shadow, through thick and thin, was 
palpable. He continued to have a 
clear notion of the crown’s status, as 
well as his own, over the decades.

He gorged into that perfect potion 
of allegiance and service, which 
precisely laid the foundation stone 
of his marriage to the Queen. In 2017, 
the Queen and Prince Philip became 
the first couple in the royal family to 
celebrate their Platinum Wedding 
Anniversary. Their life as a married 
couple continued to be perceived 
as an embodiment of the strongest 
institution of marriage by the public.  

Their wedding in 
Westminster Abbey 
on November 20, 
1947, was opulent and 
garnered the attention 
of people across 
continents
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"All too often, I fear, Prince Philip has had to listen to me 
speaking. Frequently, we have discussed my intended speech 

beforehand and, as you will imagine, his views have been 
expressed in a forthright manner. He is someone who doesn't 
take easily to compliments, but he has, quite simply, been my 
strength and stay all these years, and I, and his whole family, 

and this and many other countries, owe him a debt greater 
than he would ever claim, or we shall ever know."

Prince Philip was the longest serving British Consort and an efficient one too. The 
Queen, during the glorious occasion of their Golden Wedding anniversary in 1997, 
gave the audience a glimpse into her love life and praised the Prince in her speech.
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Man for all seasons

'Everything that wasn't invented by 
God was invented by an Engineer,' 
Philip explained in the Today 
programme on BBC Radio 4.

The Duke of Edinburgh breathed 
life into every domain he was a part 
of, be it design, engineering, sports, 
flying or simply the matters of the 
Firm. He had walked uncharted 
paths and took steely decisions, 
without the fear of failure.

For Prince Philip, the field of 
engineering held a plethora of 
possibilities. This explains why he 
fit in perfectly as the Patron of the 
Industrial Society, now known as' 
‘The Work Foundation' and the 
Senior Fellow of the Royal Academy 
of Engineering.

It was his expertise in the field that 
led him to envision the old Chapel 
at Buckingham Palace as a gallery. 
A revival of sorts was initiated by 
him, which led to the construction of 
the Queen’s Gallery in 1962. He also 
helmed the Restoration Committee 
and shouldered the renovation of 
Windsor Castle, which had suffered 
extensive damage in a huge fire in 
1992. The refurbished castle and his 
poignant efforts were celebrated at 
the 50th wedding anniversary of The 
Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh 
on November 20, 1997.

His unquenched thirst for 
adventure made him the first 
member of the royal family to take 
off from Buckingham Palace in a 
helicopter. So intrigued by flying 
he was, that in November 1952, 
he took his first flying lesson in a 
De Havilland Chipmunk at White 
Waltham and received his Royal 
Air Force Wings in May the very 

next year. In 1956, he gained his 
helicopter wings from the Royal 
Navy and went on to receive his 
private pilot’s license in 1959. 
It came with such ease for him 
that he piloted the aircraft of the 
Queen’s Flight during his tours 
around the world.

Despite logging 5,986 flying hours 
in more than sixty different types of 
aircraft, the flying gear was brought 
to a screeching halt in August 1997.

The Duke had championed the 
art of designing as well. He even 
designed and gifted the Queen a 
bracelet fashioned with diamond 
and platinum stones from his 
mother’s tiara.

A life dedicated to the Commonwealth
Prince Philip’s ideologies and sensibilities always reverberated with the 
Commonwealth, as it took him to newer pastures of meeting and connecting 
with people from various walks of life.

He was often transported to whichever realm the soothing breeze of 
service took him to. He had visited 70 per cent of the countries, in addition 
to 50 Commonwealth countries. He had made 229 solo visits, mostly to the 
remote islands of the Commonwealth.

COVER STORY

'Everything that 
wasn't invented by 
God was invented by 
an Engineer,' 

-Prince Philip
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His interests were so expansive that 
they even covered environmental 
activism. He was an ardent lover 
of wildlife and, hence, had always 
wanted to give back to nature by 
being a proponent of conservation. 
It was the same passion with which 
he travelled across the South Pacific 
Ocean and Antarctica and identified 
seabirds.

Prince Philip also helped bolster 
the efforts by a conservation group 
in Mexico to protect the Monarch 
Butterfly, which was found to be on 
the verge of being endangered.

He was in close association with 
estate workers, farmers and 
conservationists and worked 
towards achieving the vision 
of preserving nature for future 
generations. The prince was also 
the first President of the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF), International 

President and its President 
Emeritus, until his death.

The Duke of Edinburgh channeled 
his passion for sports by actively 
indulging in a number of sporting 
and recreation charities. He 
served as the President of British 
Athletics for 59 years and the 
Commonwealth Games Federation 
between 1955 and 1990. He 
was also a Patron of the Lord’s 
Taverners, a cricketing charity. The 
Prince was in charge of organising 
all equestrian sporting events at  
the Olympic Games between  
1955 and 1990.

It was his volition and far-
sightedness that left people in awe 
of him. Though his entry into British 
royalty demanded him to keep a 
low profile, his verve for everything 
that life and human intelligence can 
offer was boundless.

COVER STORY

"I particularly wanted to 
say that my father for the 
last 70 years has given the 
most remarkable devoted 

service to The Queen, to my 
family and to the country, 
but also to the whole of the 

Commonwealth."  

Prince Charles 
Prince of Wales
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A rare display of respect and camaraderie
His affinity towards tradition and the bond he forged with indigenous people was highlighted when a group in 
the island nation of Vanuatu venerated him, after his demise, as it brought alive the strong 50-year relationship 
he shared with them.

According to anthropologists, the Prince became associated with the island of Vanuatu in the 1960s, back 
when the island nation was an Anglo-French colony called the New Hebrides. It was likely that the people 
there had seen portraits of Philip and Elizabeth at government offices and police stations, with colonial officials 
in charge before he visited the island with the Queen in 1974.

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award

A personal initiative of Prince Philip, 
which he took pride in, was the Duke 
of Edinburgh's Award, of which he was 
the Patron and Chairman of Trustees. It 
is considered the longest youth activity 
programme in Britain. He became 
the guiding light for the youth by 
intermittently encouraging them to lend 
their services to their communities.
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Farewell to royal duties

Considering the wide range of 
things he was fastidious in, at the 
age of 70, he was at the forefront of 
a mind-boggling 300 engagements 
in a year and was the second busiest 
member of the royal family.

Even as younger members of 
the family entrained themselves, 
concerning matters of the Firm, 
Prince Philip did not shy away from 
hand-holding them. The Duke of 
Edinburgh retired from public life 

at the age of 95, in 2017, a well-
thought-out decision that came in 
the wake of ill health.

One of his last grand public 
appearances was a meeting with the 
Royal Marines.

Operation Forth Bridge

"That which we are, we are; One 
equal temper of heroic hearts, Made 
weak by time and fate, but strong in 
will," these lines from Ulysses is an 

apt description of the Prince who 
was iron-willed to plan his funeral. 
Prince Philip received the funeral 
that he had planned down to the 
letter.

A photograph that was shared by 
members of the royal family on 
social media after his demise was 
of him walking away into eternity, 
donning a mackintosh coat, taking 
off his felt bowler hat. It was 
symbolic, as though he was bidding 
farewell to the Britons, echoing, it’s 
time to leave the stage.
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The future of the 
monarchy
Since putting on his royal armour, 
Prince Philip has never let go of 
the monarchy's baton. Walking 
down memory lane, the fissures 
that the monarchy witnessed in 
the 1950s, and the post-World War 
era demanded mighty changes 
in the system. The aftermath 
of the war was coupled with 
relatively new hues introduced 

by a socialist parliament. A new 
stream of republicanism gradually 
started to flow into Britain. Thus, 
the 1000-year-old monarchy was 
prompted to resuscitate itself and 
make it well-equipped for the 21st 

century. Prince Philip, who himself 
became the pedestal for the 
monarchy to thrive on in the era of 
modernity, has bid adieu. 

He was, in all likelihood, seen as the 
second last vestige of the monarchy, 
with only the Queen left behind. 
With him being gone now, the 
country has plunged into an abyss 
of melancholy.

The Queen, who bears testimony 
to the monarchy’s history-its ruins, 
its crevices and its transformation, 
in addition to its heroic tales of war 
and triumphant endeavours, will 
now have to press ahead without 
the backing of her companion and 
ardent supporter. 

"My father has been my 
teacher, my supporter and 

my critic, but mostly it is his 
example of a life well lived and 
service freely given that I most 
wanted to emulate. His ability 

to treat every person as an 
individual in their own right 
with their own skills comes 

through all the organisations 
with which he was involved. "

 Anne 
Princess Royal

"He had a unique ability to 
make a lasting impression 
in a remarkably short time. 
I, like all my family, have a 

lifetime of lasting impressions, 
shared passions and love. 
He may have departed this 

world, but his spirit and ethos 
lives on through the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, through 
each and every life touched, 
transformed, inspired: then, 

now and in the future. " 

Prince Edward 
The Earl of Wessex 

"I will never take for granted 
the special memories my 

children will always have of 
their great-grandpa coming 

to collect them in his carriage 
and seeing for themselves 
their infectious sense of 
adventure as well as his 

mischievous sense of humour! 
My grandfather was an 

extraordinary man and part of 
an extraordinary generation. 
Catherine and I will continue 

to do what he would have 
wanted and will support the 
Queen in the years ahead. I 
will miss my Grandpa, but I 

know he would want us to get 
on with the job." 

Prince William 
The Duke of Cambridge

COVER STORY

Since putting on 
his royal armour, 
Prince Philip has 
never let go of the 
monarchy's baton
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A photograph that was shared by members 
of the royal family on social media after 
his demise was of him walking away into 

eternity, donning a mackintosh coat, taking 
off his felt bowler hat. It was symbolic, 

as though he was bidding farewell to the 
Britons, echoing, it’s time to leave the stage.

COVER STORY
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I have had the honour and pleasure of meeting HRH Prince Philip on a 
number of occasions.  
 
The first time was as President of the Halls of Residence at University in 
Cardiff, we were entertaining him to a drinks party following events at the 
University.  
 
IPA was his drink of choice. "You're very poor conversationalists at Cardiff" 
stated the Prince. "Well, Sir, its difficult to know what to talk about when 
you have received 10 pages of instructions and lists of what not to talk 
about", I replied. "Really!", was his reaction. "What do you think is the role of 
the constitutional monarchy in todays society?" One of the No! No's! blown 
apart.  
 
Another memorable time was at a lunch party, I was fortunate enough to be 
seated next to him. The Queen was at a neighbouring  table. Coffee came 
round and the Prince asked for some. Then turning to me he said "I always 
get coffee but I never get chance to drink it. As the Queen stands up I must 
join her and she doesn't take coffee". Thirty seconds later the Queen rose, 
as did we all, and the Prince joined her - "You see what I mean!" was the 
passing shot. 
 
An entertaining, honourable and charming man. He will be deeply missed 
not only by his family but by all of us. 
 
R.I.P. Sir. You made us all proud.

Richard Barnes 
Former Statutory Deputy Mayor of London. 
Former Member Of The Board, Transport for London

It marks the end of an era with the passing away of His Royal Highness 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

He was a Naval Commander used to giving and taking orders, but he 
moulded himself into the role of the most loyal consort to Her Majesty the 
Queen. His loyalty was exemplary, with an unparalleled sense of public 
service. He served the Nation during the Second World War as a Naval 
Commander and distinguished himself. After his marriage to Her Majesty 
the Queen, he became her strength and confidant. Her Majesty the Queen 
often referred to him as her pillar of strength. During the 70 years of Public 
Service, he never once complained or tried to take any credit.

I had the pleasure of meeting Prince Philip twice with my wife, and each 
time he made us feel comfortable and at ease. He had the knack for making 
people feel important and was a fountain of knowledge. He was a warm 
person with a great sense of humour.

May he rest in peace in heaven.

Lord Rami Ranger CBE

A Tribute to Unwavering Loyalty
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I met the Prince in 1994 when I was just 18 when I was receiving my ‘Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award’ that year and it was common for the Duke to attend the award 
ceremony. In recent years, the custom has been changed and any member of the 
Royal Family can attend the event. It was HRH Philip who established the DofE 
Program in 1956 in the post-war era and ‘The Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award’ is 
the highest level of a three-tier award scheme for youths 14-24, inspiring positive 
development and impact on generations of young people. I continue to be 
involved in the Award as an Assessor for Expeditions at Bronze, Silver and Gold. 
In the brief conversation that I had with him, the Prince showed sincere interest, 
particularly in details of the ‘Expedition’ section of the Gold award program which 
entailed a four-day self-sufficient expedition on foot covering 50 miles, completed 
in the Cairngorm mountains in Scotland. This photo captures me talking to the 
Duke at the Palace of Holyrood House, Edinburgh.

Reverend (Captain) (GBR) Richard Begg 
Chaplain, UNFICYP Sector 2, MFR and BRITCON 
United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus

I had the pleasure of meeting the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip, for the first time in 
April 2012, during Queen Elizabeth's Diamond Jubilee celebrations in Windsor, which 
marked 60 years since Her Majesty's accession. 
 
Commemorative events were held throughout the United Kingdom and 
Commonwealth of Nations, which started in Windsor. My wife and I had attended the 
first of these events and were invited by the Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor 
and Maidenhead at the time, where we met the Duke of Edinburgh at Windsor 
Castle. We had a conversation with him and others spoke with Her Majesty.  
 
We were quite nervous at first, but Prince Philip seemed very enthusiastic and kind 
and came across in a relaxed and friendly manner. He asked where we were from, 
and we said Maidenhead, which was part of the Royal Borough, while my wife 
explained she was originally from Darjeeling in India. The Duke joked and said that 
tea drinking had become a British institution and a favorite beverage of the British 
Army, with the benefits leaving you "alert and sober."A nice little nod to the benefits 
of tea drinking and its history with the Army, where indeed, during WWII the British 
Government brought all the world tea. Prince Philip had served in the Navy for over a 
decade.  
 
It was a pleasant meeting and although we spoke briefly, there were lots of people 
the Queen and Duke had to meet, it never felt rushed and we were left with a feeling 
of admiration for the profound sense of duty that is undertaken by the Royals. And 
since meeting other Royals, we feel the Royal Family plays an important key role in 
areas of public and charitable service and helps to strengthen national unity and 
stability. With the loss of the Duke, members of the family have big boots to fill and I 
am sure they will step up to the mark and continue these traditions.

Councillor Gurch Singh 
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

I was invited to perform for the royals, who were joined by leaders from the majority 
of Commonwealth countries. 
 
The Royal family chose to meet us first, and I had a brief conversation with the 
Queen, who said she enjoyed the music and thought it should be a little louder with 
a little less volume, which was a great compliment. Prince Charles’ love of music 
is well known. To lighten the mood and humble the audience, HRH Prince Philip 
cracked a small joke, asking if I enjoyed the music but didn't understand what your 
fellow musician was doing with two astray!! That fellow musician was playing bells!.

Sandeep Raval  
Versatile Artist

A Tribute to Unwavering Loyalty
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I was commissioned to photograph HRH Prince Philip and Her Majesty The Queen 
whilst I was serving as a photographer in the RAF. 
 
My boss at the time was arranging a formal dinner for both HRH Prince Philip and 
Her Majesty The Queen and a number of their former equerries at St James’s 
Palace. As part of that dinner he wanted me to do a group photograph prior to 
the dinner and for me to be there to present it as a framed print as the dinner was 
ending. 
 
It was quite a pressurised job and this was back in the days of film that needed 
processing and printing by hand. So no room for error.  The shoot went well and I 
only took about 6 frames. There’s no hanging about for these shots as I knew that 
Prince Phillip didn’t have much patience with photographers. 
 
So as the royal party and guests made their way into dinner I rushed over to the 
public relations photographic section in the Ministry of Defence to get the film 
processed and printed. This being 8 pm in the evening I was on my own to do 
everything.   I was relieved to see the film as it came out of the process that the 
exposures looked good and the images were sharp. 
 
Next on to hand print and frame the photo which took about an hour and a bit after 
several test prints.   
 
Once printed I travelled back to St James’s Palace in time to present the photo to 
Her Majesty and Prince Philip. 
 
I remember Prince Philip asking me how did I get it back so fast so I told him that I 
went to the Ministry of Defence. He said “was it open at this time of night” to which I 
replied “no Sir. I had to go and get the keys..” which brought a smile. 
 
I found both Her Majesty and Prince Philip very warm and welcoming and this is 
definitely one of the highlights of my photographic career.

John Cassidy 
Royal Air Force Photographer/@TheHeadShotGuy

On April the 13th of 2017, HM The Queen and HRH Prince Philip visited the 
Leicester Cathedral for the Royal Maundy service. I had supported and hosted 
the Royal Maundy lunch along with the Dean Rev David Monteith. Me and my 
wife Dimple Sethi had met Prince Philip along with HM The Queen privately in a 
room before joining the guests at the Royal Maundy lunch.  
 
He was a very humble personality and we spoke about my support and 
involvement with HRH Prince Charles. During a private dinner with HRH Prince 
Charles and Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall at the Palace of Holyroodhouse HRH 
Prince Charles asked me to work with his team on a creation of a Sikh Royal 
Guard regiment for the Royal family. I told him about my appointment as a 
cultural ambassador to the Leicester Cathedral. I was one of the major donors 
and supporter of HRH King Richard III’s appeal and it was an honour for me and 
my wife to attend the reinterment of King Richard III followed by a reception.  
 
We spoke about my up bringing in Kuwait and how I came to the UK during the 
invasion of Kuwait by Iraq.  
 
He smiled and nodded when I mentioned names of some of the Al-Kharafi and 
Al-Sabah Royal family members as they were common freinds between us.  
 
He was a very energetic and a very wise personality which I realised on meeting 
him. HRH Prince Philip with be dearly missed. 
 
Kulvinder (Vic) Singh Sethi  
(UK & Kuwait) 
Entrepreneur and Philanthropist

A Tribute to Unwavering Loyalty
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L
et us look at this from a 
different perspective. A 
habit is formed essentially 
because it brings a certain 
ease to your life – it makes 

certain parts of your life automatic. 
You do not have to think or consider 
anything about it. You can do it just 
like that.

Naturally, as a part of a human 
being’s defense mechanism, he 
forms a few habits because unlike 
other animals, we have not come 
with many of our traits fixed. For 
other animals, most of their traits 
are fixed. You notice just a little bit 
of difference between one dog 
and the next, between one cat and 
the next. They have their individual 
personality, but most of their traits 
are fixed. For us, extremely little 
is fixed. Almost everything is wide 
open for a human being. Because 
of this, as a child, you try to form 
a defense pattern within yourself 
where you try to create your own 
patterns.

Shaking Off the 
Patterns

Every child creates certain habits for 
the sake of survival. That is survival 
instinct. With these patterns, he can 
function with some ease. It is very 
relevant for a child. But generally, 
children shake these patterns off 
as they grow, depending upon the 
level of exposure and awareness 

you create around them. Either by 
exposure or with education, people 
will change. People change so 
dramatically - they go out for three 
years and come back, and parents 
cannot recognise their children 
anymore. Everything about them 
has changed because of a different 
level of exposure.

If a person takes up a spiritual path, 
all his habits will drop because there 
is no such thing as a good and bad 
habit.

It is those who are fearful and 
constantly engrossed in self-
preservation who cannot drop 
their old habits easily. Those who 
are looking for excitement, life, 
adventure – they will drop their 
habits very easily because they 
are always remodeling their lives 
whichever way it is needed for the 
situations in which they exist right 
now.

Above all, if a person takes up a 
spiritual path, all his habits will drop 
because there is no such thing as a 

Why you need to kick your 
old habits - A Yogi's Advice

YOGI SPEAKS
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good and bad habit. All habits are 
bad. They may be instruments of 
survival at a certain stage in your 
life, but once you have grown up 
you should not have any habit, good 
or bad, because a habit means you 
are learning to conduct your life 
unconsciously. That may look safe, 
but it denies you life in so many 
different ways.

Habits and Karma

Spirituality is the fundamental tool 
to break all unconscious patterns 
that we have within ourselves. What 
we refer to as karma is also just this. 
Karma means you are unconsciously 
creating patterns for yourself, 
not only about your behavior, but 
about the way life happens to you. 
If people examine their lives, the 
very way situations happen, the way 
opportunities come, the way they 
meet people, all of it is in certain 
kinds of patterns. This is simply 

because of the kind of karmic 
patterns you have created.

Habit is a small manifestation of 
the karmic pattern. You take in a 
certain input and make a pattern 
out of it. That becomes your habit. A 
spiritual process means you do not 
want anything to happen within you 
unconsciously. Conducting your life 
unconsciously is not an intelligent 
way to live. Whether you picked up 
the habit in your cradle or in your 
mother’s womb or even before 
that, it does not matter. If you are 
seeking evolution, if you are seeking 
liberation or mukti, you have to 
break all your patterns – not good, 
not bad, but all. You do not have to 
wait until the grave. The grave does 
not break all patterns either.

Even if you go to the graveyard, 
even if your body is burned, your 
patterns will not break. That is what 
karma means. It goes beyond that 
because you do not break these 

patterns by losing your body. So it is 
extremely important that when you 
are alive and awake, you strive to go 
beyond these patterns.

Demolish the pattern and handle 
your life consciously. For example, 
I am speaking now – I can speak 
either habitually or consciously. 
That is the big difference. It does 
not matter if I just sit and gossip, 
still ten thousand people want 
to listen because every word is 
uttered consciously, not habitually. 
Nothing is habitual in this. Whatever 
may be the content of what I am 
saying, people still want to listen 
because every word is coming out 
consciously, and that has power. 
If you take every breath in and out 
consciously, suddenly your breath 
has a different kind of power. Every 
movement in your life, if you make it 
consciously, every single movement 
has tremendous power. If you want 
to know the power of life, you have 
to be conscious about it, otherwise it 
does not even exist for you.

Sadhguru is a yogi, mystic, visionary 
and a New York Times bestselling 
author. Named one of India’s 50 
most influential people, Sadhguru’s 
work has touched the lives of 
millions worldwide through his 
transformational programmes. 
His approach does not ascribe 
to any belief system, but offers 
powerful and proven methods for 
self-transformation. Offering deeper 
insights into the long misunderstood 
term, Sadhguru’s book ‘Karma: A 
Yogi’s Guide to Crafting Your Own 
Destiny’ will be available from the 
27th of April.

For more information, visit  
ishaeu.org/bh-karma

For all enquiries, email: 
communications.eu@
ishafoundation.org

YOGI SPEAKS
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T
he financial hit of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
slowed efforts by central 
banks in a range of 
countries to unify parallel 

exchange rates, leaving states such 
as Lebanon and Iran with currency 
black markets that cause more 
economic damage, a study found. 
 
Twenty-two countries now have 
more than one exchange rate, the 
Institute of International Finance 
(IIF) found in a report. Where official 
rates differ sharply from the rates 
available to ordinary people or 

businesses, that can cause a range 
of economic problems. 
 
"An official exchange rate 
significantly stronger than a market-
clearing rate will discourage FDI 
(foreign direct investment), reduce 
the interbank FX market, encourage 
rent-seeking, and impede business 
development," said Garbis Iradian, IIF 
chief economist for the Middle East, 
North Africa, Caucasus and Central 
Asia. 
 
"In the current difficult global 
environment, confronted by both 

global (COVID-19) 
and country-specific 
challenges (sanctions 
in Iran and Syria, 
political paralysis in 
Lebanon), central banks 
in some countries with 
multiple exchange rates 
have held back from 
tightening monetary 
policy and from 
undertaking the reforms 
to their exchange rate 
systems necessary 
to achieve successful 
unification," the report 

said. Parallel market rates in March 
2021 exceeded the official exchange 
rates by 720% in Lebanon, 520% in 
Turkmenistan and 490% in Iran, it 
added. 
 
Lebanon joined the "club of 
problematic currencies" in late 2019 
when political paralysis led to a 
sharp loss of confidence, the report 
said. 
 
"Large premia encourage smuggling 
or illegal trade," wrote Iradian, 
adding subsidies for basic products 
like fuel saw a high proportion of it 
end up in neighbouring Syria. 
 
While Iran has had a number of 
failed attempts at unifying its 
exchange rates in recent years, the 
currency could appreciate in the 
parallel market significantly in the 
second half of 2021 if an agreement 
is reached to restore its nuclear deal 
with world powers. 
 
"Such an agreement combined 
with tighter monetary stance and 
structural reforms would enable the 
authorities to unify the two rates by 
mid-2022," Iradian said. 
 
Looking at a number of case 
studies from Angola to Egypt, the 
IIF found that adjusting the official 
rate to a market-clearing level 
did not necessarily lead to further 
depreciation. But tight monetary and 
fiscal policies as well as structural 
reforms were necessary to stabilise 
a unified exchange rate beyond the 
near-term, the IIF said. 
 
Meanwhile attempts by policy 
makers to enforce capital controls 
have proven to be ineffective.

Pandemic thwarts efforts to end 
currency black markets, study says

FINANCE
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S
uper Group, the parent 
company of online 
bookmaker Betway, is 
nearing a deal to go 
public through a merger 

with blank-check acquisition firm 
Sports Entertainment Acquisition 
Corp at a valuation of about $5.1 
billion, people familiar with the 
matter said.  
 
The deal comes as Betway, which 
has its roots in Europe, expands 
in the United States. Betway has 
agreed to acquire Digital Gaming 

Corp, tapping the online sports 
betting and gaming market in 10 US 
states, according to the sources.  
 
Shareholders accounting for more 
than two-thirds of Super Group's 
equity will maintain their stakes 
under the deal, the sources said. 
Sports Entertainment's executive 
chairman, Eric Grubman, a former 
National Football League (NFL) 
executive, will become chairman 
of Super Group, and Sports 
Entertainment CEO John Collins, 
a former National Hockey League 

Exclusive: Online 
bookmaker Betway 
parent nears $5.1 billion 
deal to go public 

chief operating officer, will join 
Super Group's board, the sources 
added.  
 
SPACs, such as Sports 
Entertainment, are shell companies 
that raise funds in an initial public 
offering with the aim of merging 
with a private company, which 
becomes public as result, providing 
an alternative to traditional IPOs. 
 
SPAC dealmaking tailed off in recent 
weeks following a record start to 
2021 after US regulators changed 
the accounting requirements for 
them.  
 
Betway's platform enables betting 
on popular sporting events around 
the world, including Britain's 
Premier League football tournament 
and the cricket tournament Indian 
Premier League. It has partnerships 
with US basketball teams such as 
the Chicago Bulls, Golden State 
Warriors, Brooklyn Nets and Los 
Angeles Clippers, and English 
football teams such as West Ham 
United.  
 
Betway earlier this year entered 
the US betting market, which has 
been growing rapidly since a ban on 
sports betting was lifted in 2018. 
 
Super Group also owns Spin, a 
multi-brand online casino offering. 
It counts the likes of former 
cricketer Kevin Pietersen and former 
jockey Katie Walsh among its 
ambassadors.  
 
Sports Entertainment Acquisition 
completed its IPO in New York 
in October, raising $400 million. 
It is backed by Timothy Goodell, 
general counsel of US oil producer 
Hess Corp and brother of NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell, and 
an affiliate of investment bank PJT 
Partners Inc.

FINANCE
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The BoE said a digital version of 
sterling would not replace either 
physical cash or existing bank 
accounts. 
 
"The Government and the Bank 
of England have not yet made a 
decision on whether to introduce 
a CBDC in the UK, and will engage 
widely with stakeholders on the 
benefits, risks and practicalities of 
doing so," the BoE said. 
 
BoE Governor Andrew Bailey has 
previously said bitcoin, the best 
known cryptocurrency, fails to act as 
a stable store of value or an efficient 
way to make transactions, making it 
ill-suited to serve as a currency and 
a risky bet for investors. 
 
Central banks also took a dim view 
of efforts by Facebook to set up its 
own digital currency.

B
ritish finance minister 
Rishi Sunak told the Bank 
of England to look at the 
case for a new "Britcoin", 
or central bank-backed 

digital currency, aimed at tackling 
some of the challenges posed by 
cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin. 
 
A BoE-backed digital version of 
sterling would potentially allow 
businesses and consumers to hold 
accounts directly with the bank and 
to sidestep others when making 
payments, upending the lenders' 
role in the financial system. 
 
"We're launching a new taskforce 
between the Treasury and the Bank 
of England to coordinate exploratory 
work on a potential central bank 
digital currency (CBDC)," Sunak told 
a financial industry conference. 
 
Soon after, Sunak tweeted the 
single word "Britcoin" in reply to the 
finance ministry's announcement of 
the taskforce. 
 
Other central banks are also looking 
at whether to set up digital versions 
of their own currencies, essentially 
widening access to central bank 
funds which only commercial banks 
can use at present. This could 
speed up domestic and foreign 
payments and reduce financial 
stability risks. 
 
China is a front-runner to launch 
a CBDC. Last week the European 
Central Bank said it was studying 
an electronic form of cash to 
complement banknotes and coins 
but any launch was still several 
years away. 

Even so, cryptocurrencies have 
received growing interest from 
mainstream financial institutions, 
and bitcoin hit a record high of 
nearly $65,000 on April 14, up 
tenfold in the space of a year.

DARK TRADING

Sunak, launching the UK 
FinTech Week conference, also 
announced other measures aimed 
at maintaining the post-Brexit 
competitiveness of London, which 
vies with New York to be the world's 
largest financial centre. 
 
Since Britain's departure from 
the European Union's orbit on 
December 31, the financial sector 
has faced restrictions on serving EU 
customers. 
 
Sunak proposed removing 
restrictions inherited from the EU, 
including on who can trade shares in 
London and the double volume cap. 
 
This would help Britain attract more 
"dark" or anonymous trading by big 
investors after Amsterdam toppled 
London as Europe's top share 
trading centre in January. 
 
"The consultation process aims 
to deliver a rulebook that is fair, 
outcomes-based and supports 
competitiveness, whilst ensuring the 
UK maintains the highest regulatory 
standards," Sunak said. 
 
Britain would also propose changes 
to companies' share prospectuses 
to ensure the rules are "not overly 
burdensome", Sunak said.

'Britcoin' not bitcoin? UK considers 
new digital currency

CRYPTO-IMPACT
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W
hen property 
developer 
Anver Essop 
bought land in 
Cape Town's 

gang-ridden Cape Flats area, people 
laughed at him for considering it an 
investment. 
 
Now, 12 years later, the Watergate 
Estate is a sought-after refuge that 
will soon be donned with solar 
panels funded through an online 
leasing platform, making it, Essop 
hopes, a "blueprint" for green, safe 
and cheap homes across South 
Africa. 
 
The marketplace, Sun Exchange, 
allows people to buy individual solar 
cells with cash or bitcoin and then 
lease them to power solar projects 
in emerging economies, resulting in 
lower electricity costs for residents.

"We thought, why don't we give 
people the same product we build 
in wealthier areas and uplift them to 
improve their own lives," Essop, 61, 
told. 
 
Essop, who founded development 
company New Age Properties, said 
the Watergate estate seeks to solve 
two pressing issues in the country: 
the need for safe, affordable housing 
and reliable, clean energy.

Nearly three decades since the 
end of white minority rule under 
the apartheid regime, South Africa 
is battling high levels of inequality, 
crime and unemployment and a 
housing crisis linked to booming 
urbanisation.

The government has subsidised 
about 14% of South African homes 
since 1994 - or 2.3 million properties 

- according to official statistics, but 
housing rights groups say there is a 
major backlog in the roll-out. 
 
There are more than 300,000 
people registered and waiting 
for government-funded housing 
in Cape Town, said Malusi Booi, 
a member of the city's Mayoral 
Committee for Human Settlements, 
in emailed comments.  
 
Rights advocates noted that almost 
all of those waiting are Black or 
mixed-race.  
 
"While this spatial inequality has its 
historical origin in the colonial and 
apartheid eras, a key contemporary 
driver is Cape Town's acute housing 
affordability crisis," said Michael 
Clark, head of advocacy at local 
housing rights group Ndifuna 
Ukwazi. 
 
Cape Town is expected to have the 
highest year-on-year rise in property 
prices in the world this year, equal 
only to that of Shanghai, according 
to global property consultancy 
Knight Frank. 
 
Booi said the city is currently 
ramping up its supply of affordable 
housing in and near urban centres 
across the metro. Watergate is 
the first privately-funded, low-
cost housing development in the 
Western Cape province, according 
to Essop, with more than 200 
apartments, 24-hour security, 
electric fencing and a children's play 
park. 
 
Gated communities are popular 
across cities in South Africa, which 

Crypto power: Can solar panels boost 
cheap, green homes in South Africa?

CRYPTO IMPACT
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had the world's fifth highest murder 
rate in 2019, according to United 
Nations data. 
 
But academics and rights groups 
have criticised protected complexes 
for further segregating already 
divided spaces, leaving people 
who cannot afford to live in them 
exposed to violent crime.

CROWDSOURCED 
SOLAR PANELS

Having grown up in the Cape Flats 
surrounded by gangs, gun violence 
and drug dealers, Watergate 
resident Samantha Wilson said 
she now feels secure enough to 
sometimes leave her door unlocked. 
 
But keeping the lights on is a 
challenge. 
 
South Africa has been dealing with 
scheduled electricity blackouts, 
known as "load-shedding", where 
the state utility Eskom cuts power 
to protect the national grid from 
collapse as coal-fired plants 
struggle to meet demand. 
 
"Load-shedding is a nightmare 
everywhere, it impacts my 
performance when I am working 
remotely," said Wilson. 
 
Watergate is due to receive its first 
solar panels in the coming weeks 
through Sun Exchange. Cells can be 
bought with cash or bitcoin for 90 
rand ($6) each and owners lease the 
electricity generated to Watergate 
at a pre-agreed price, saving them 
nearly 40% in electricity costs over 
20 years.  
 
After 20 years, the project will be 
decommissioned or Watergate 
will have the option to purchase 
the solar-power system outright, 

explained Sun Exchange founder 
Abe Cambridge. 
 
"By combining cryptocurrency and 
energy, you end up with someone 
sitting in London getting an income 
from selling green energy where it is 
needed and offsetting their carbon 
footprint," he said.  
 
About 470 people across the world 
bought solar cells for Watergate, 
and of the 39 Sun Exchange projects 
launched so far, it is the first being 
used to power affordable housing, 
said Cambridge. 
 
Watergate's solar electricity system 
will save about 3.3 million kg of 
carbon dioxide over its lifetime, 
he added - equivalent to a year of 
emissions from 718 cars.  
 
Although the energy produced by 
the cells will initially be linked to the 
national grid, Cambridge hopes to 
add a battery that can store solar 
power to protect residents from 
blackouts.

"If the (COVID-19) pandemic has 
shown us anything, it is the need to 
build resilient finance and energy 
systems. We need foundations that 
can withstand shocks," he said.

'HIGH WALLS'

Some like Ryan Fester, a project 
officer with housing and land non-
profit Development Action Group 

(DAG), say gated communities are 
short-term solutions that create an 
"illusion" of safety.  
 
"Crime can still take place inside 
gated communities, we need 
to tackle long-term issues like 
unemployment, trauma, abuse, 
lack of education ... building 
high walls won't create vibrant 
communities," said Fester, who 
also lives in the Cape Flats area. 
 
But Wilson said that "Watergate is 
affordable, it is not exclusionary," 
adding that she is part of a 
community watch group that 
patrols both within and outside the 
estate. 
 
Essop said that his company 
is in the process of building 
another 100 units in Watergate 
and negotiating an additional 45 
hectares (110 acres) of land in the 
area for more affordable housing 
projects. 
 
Sun Exchange also plans to 
expand into other parts of southern 
Africa through a partnership 
announced last year with one 
of Zimbabwe's biggest fruit and 
tobacco producers, Nhimbe Fresh.  
 
"Long-term we want Sun Exchange 
to be a global platform in Latin 
America and southeast Asia, where 
there are similar energy challenges 
that can benefit from our model," 
said Cambridge. 
 
At the Watergate Estate, Wilson 
said that, for her, the biggest 
benefit is finally being able to 
sleep soundly at night. 
 
"I feel proud to live here. I sleep 
through the night knowing my 
family is safe and I think people 
in other countries should feel like 
this, too," she said.

"We thought, why don't 
we give people the same 
product we build in 
wealthier areas and uplift 
them to improve their own 
lives," Essop, 61, told.
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Y
oung British investors 
are twice as likely to 
buy cryptocurrencies 
such as bitcoin as they 
are to buy stocks, a 

survey by US financial group Charles 
Schwab indicated. 
 
In the survey, 51% of investors 
aged between 18 and 37 traded or 
owned cryptocurrencies, double the 
number of those - 25% - buying or 
holding equities. 
 
Exposing the gap in generations 
when it comes to investing, a mere 
8% of investors aged over 55 aged 
trade cryptocurrencies.  
 
Bitcoin, the biggest cryptocurrency 
by market capitalisation, hit a record 
of almost $65,000 last week but has 

pulled back more than 16% since. 
Despite the recent pullback, bitcoin 
has gained nearly 90% this year as 
large investors, banks from Goldman 
Sachs to Morgan Stanley and 
household name companies such 
as Tesla Inc warm to the emerging 
asset. 
 
The spike in interest in 
cryptocurrencies has come amid 
a surge in online trading by retail 
investors, many of them younger 
people stuck at home with extra 
cash because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The same trend has spurred a 
boom in usage of online trading 
apps such as Robinhood, and also 
fuelled the social-media driven 
rally in GameStop Corp stock 

Young UK investors choose 
cryptocurrencies over stocks - survey

that pitted retail investors against 
hedge funds earlier this year. "As 
more young people purchase 
speculative products, there is 
a fear that these investors are 
not diversifying their portfolios 
enough to mitigate risks in case 
cryptocurrency markets decline," 
read the Charles Schwab press 
release presenting the survey. 
 
Its finding showed seven out of 10 
young investors were uncertain as 
to how to build protections against 
losses in the current financial 
environment. 
 
The survey was conducted 
between February and March 2021 
among 1,000 UK investors aged 
over 18 and holding at least one 
type of investment.
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P
atrick Grasset is one of 
100,000 people in France 
to have died of COVID-19, 
a milestone reached when 
the official death toll from 

the pandemic was updated, but 
his daughter Julie wants him to be 
remembered as her father, not a 
statistic. 
 
The hardest thing about the 
pandemic, she said, was the way 
it makes death anonymous and 
impersonal. 
 
Because of safety protocols, she 
could only communicate with her 
father via SMS in his final days, he 
died alone in his home and he was 
cremated the same day with no 
family present. 
 
"No one heard us, no one talks about 
us," said Julie Grasset, a 27-year-old 
human resources professional who 
lives on the outskirts of Paris. "We 
are dealing with our bereavement 

and our pain alone." Now, as the 
numbers of COVID-19 dead mount, 
bereaved French people like Grasset 
are pressing the government for 
recognition for those killed by the 
virus, starting with a state-organised 
memorial.

"We have to honour our dead," 
said Sabrina Sellami, whose father 
and brother died from COVID and 

As French COVID toll hits grim 
milestone, a bereaved family mourns

who is campaigning for a day of 
remembrance. 
 
France has the world's eighth 
highest COVID-19 death toll, 
according to Johns Hopkins 
University in the United States, 
which tracks the pandemic. 
 
Julie Grasset said the way her father 
died left her struggling to deal with 
her grief. 
 
At home and with worsening 
symptoms, he called four times for 
emergency medical care but he was 
not admitted to hospital, she said.  
 
His daughter received a phone call 
on March 25 last year notifying her of 
her father's death. Three-and-a-half 
hours later, when she contacted the 
funeral home handling his body, she 
was told his cremation was already 
underway. 
 
On May 18, she was given his ashes 
to bury. "There was an urn on a 
desk and I'm told: 'There, that's your 
father.' What am I supposed to say to 
that?" she said.

COVID-19
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A 
donation by China 

of 150,000 doses 

of its Sinopharm 

COVID-19 vaccine 

arrived in Damascus, 

with another batch of the same 

size planned, Syrian officials said. 

"We appreciate this aid which 

will allow the health ministry to 

combat the pandemic, to curb 

its impact on health, society and 

the economy," the health minister, 

Hassan Ghabash, told reporters at 

the airport.  

 

He said the shots would go first 

to healthcare workers, and then 

to the elderly and people with 

Syria gets donation of 150,000 
COVID shots from China

chronic diseases. The Chinese 

ambassador to Syria said the next 

150,000 doses would arrive soon. 

 

Officials have said the country 

is also discussing vaccines 

with Russia, Syrian President 

Bashar al-Assad's key ally, but 

no announcements have been 

made over receiving shots from 

Moscow. 

 

Damascus this week got its first 

delivery of COVID-19 vaccines 

from the global COVAX initiative, 

nearly 200,000 AstraZeneca 

shots, UN officials said. More 

deliveries are expected in coming 

weeks. 

 

The World Health Organization 

has deployed teams across Syria 

for a vaccination programme 

that will be rolled out both in 

government territory and some 

parts of the country outside state 

control after ten years of war.
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A
pple Inc has created 
a $200 million fund 
to invest in timber-
producing forest 
properties that will be 

managed to help remove carbon 
from the atmosphere while also 
generating a profit, it said.  
 
Apple last year set out a goal to 
neutralise its own carbon emissions 
and those of its suppliers by 2030. 
It said 75% of the reduction would 
come from eliminating emissions 
through steps such as the use of 
solar energy and the remaining 25% 
would come from carbon removal 
efforts. 
 
Apple and nonprofit Conservation 
International will be limited partners 
in the $200 million "Restore Fund," 
as it is called, and Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc will act as a general 
partner to manage it. Apple 

accounting standards, Apple said 
it will work with outside standards 
groups such as the Forest 
Stewardship Council and Verra, 
among others. 
 
Jackson declined to say what the 
target returns for the fund would 
be, but said they will likely take into 
account current returns on financial 
investments in forests as a means of 
demonstrating that carbon removal 
can be profitable. 
 
"Working forests do make money, 
because they produce products 
our economy needs," Jackson said. 
"And so there's an opportunity here, 
just like with clean energy, to show 
there's a sustainable economy model 
that matches the sustainability of the 
forests. The opportunity here is for 
Apple to bring our rigor and, frankly, 
our work in carbon quantification to 
the problem."

Apple creates fund for 'working forests' 
as part of carbon-removal efforts

confirmed that it will be the biggest 
investor in the fund. 
 
The fund will aim to generate 
a profit by investing in forest 
properties that will be managed to 
both produce commercial timber 
and boost carbon removal, with the 
goal of removing about 1 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide per 
year. 
 
"Our idea here is that if you can 
show it's profitable, and doing what 
we need to do in terms of climate 
risk reduction, then you can scale 
up investments in forest restoration 
and management, which is what's 
really needed," Lisa Jackson, Apple’s 
vice president of environment, 
policy and social initiatives, told in 
an interview. 
 
To help decide which projects 
to invest in and craft its carbon 

GREEN MISSION
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the world's second leading emitter 
after China, would have to contribute 
$800 billion in international climate 
finance through 2030 for its "fair 
share." 
 
"The United States has an obligation 
to provide finance and other forms 
of support to enable emissions cuts 
in poorer countries, and to ensure 
that frontline communities in those 
countries can survive the climate 
impacts that are already happening," 
said Niranjali Amerasinghe, 
executive director of ActionAid USA. 
 
In a fact sheet on the climate finance 
plan, the White House said US 
agencies, working with development 
partners, would prioritize climate in 
their investments, expand technical 
assistance and increase funding for 
adaptation and resilience. 
 
It said the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
would release a new Climate 
Change Strategy in November 2021, 
at the 26th Conference of the Parties 
to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(COP26).

T
he United States said 
it would boost public 
climate finance to 
help poor countries 
reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and adapt to a changing 
climate, doubling funding by 2024 
from high average levels hit during 
the Obama administration. 
 
The White House said it was 
embracing "ambitious but attainable 
goals" for international aid to 
developing countries, given the 
urgency of the climate crisis and 
to compensate for a sharp drop 
in US funding during the Trump 
administration. 
 
The White House said that by 2024 
it would triple financing of climate 
adaptation, which focuses on 
adjustments to current or expected 
climate change. It said it would work 
with Congress to enact needed 
legislation.  
 
The Biden administration released 
its climate finance plan in tandem 
with a new goal to cut emissions by 
50%-52% from 2005 levels. 
 
Leonardo Martinez-Diaz, a top 
aide to Biden's climate envoy John 
Kerry, said total US international 
public climate finance averaged 
around $2.8 billion a year during the 
baseline period from fiscal 2013-
2017, with around $500 million going 
toward adaptation. That was the 
most recent period when US climate 
finance was at an all-time high, he 
said on Twitter. 
 
A handful of nongovernmental 
organizations said the United States, 

USAID said it would leverage $250 
million in federal funding to attract 
$3.5 billion in private sector financing 
for climate-related work over the next 
three years, and aimed to sharply 
scale up climate finance programs in 
20 fast-growing economies.  
 
The US International Development 
Finance Corporation (DFC) would 
change its development strategy 
to include climate for the first time, 
and prioritize climate mitigation and 
adaptation. 
 
The Millennium Challenge 
Corporation's new climate strategy 
would focus on climate-smart 
development and sustainable 
infrastructure, aiming to put more 
than 50% of its funding into climate-
related investments over the next five 
years, it said. 
 
The US Treasury, which this week 
named a climate czar, would direct 
US executive directors in multilateral 
development banks such as the 
World Bank to ensure they set and 
applied ambitious climate finance 
targets and policies. 
 
The plan also calls for ending 
international investments in carbon-
intensive fossil fuel-based energy 
projects, and steering capital toward 
climate-aligned investments, a goal 
long sought by environmental groups. 
 
Treasury, together with the 
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, 
will spearhead efforts to modify 
guidelines for official export financing 
to reorient financing away from 
carbon-intensive activities, it said.

US to double public climate finance to 
developing countries by 2024
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G
rowing up outside of 
Pittsburgh, Michael 
Keaton remembers 
seeing the flames of 
industrial plant flares 

from the woods where he played, the 
bright colors reflecting off the city's 
rivers. 
 
"It was weirdly kind of beautiful at 
night, to tell you the truth," said the 
Hollywood leading actor, famed 
for roles in movies from Batman to 
Spotlight. "And that was the irony - 
during the day it was filthy." Keaton, 

now 69, said as a child he heard tales 
of businessmen packing an extra shirt 
when headed to the office because of 
the pollution. 

Michael Keaton's next project? Green 
construction in Pittsburgh

"By the time you got there your shirt 
collar had turned so gray that you 
would change," he told in a phone 
interview.

Pittsburgh's steel industry collapsed a 
half-century ago, and since then the 
city has reformed itself into a cleaner 
and more liveable city, though the 
scars of industry remain.

Now Keaton aims to work with a 
building technology company in his 
hometown to help drive an even 
greener shift by replacing a share 

"There is no time," he 
said. "It’s easy for me to 
talk and tweet. This is an 
opportunity for me to 
put my money where my 
mouth is."

GREEN POWER
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of the traditional concrete used 
in construction - a major drive of 
global climate-changing emissions 
- with a lower-carbon substitute. 
Keaton is a founding partner in a 
new manufacturing plant, on an old 
Pittsburgh brownfield site, that will 
produce building panels that require 
up to 50% less energy to make than 
traditional concrete and can be used 
in place of it.

Nexii, the Canadian company that 
owns the panel technology, recently 
built a Starbucks cafe in British 
Columbia in just six days with nearly 
zero on-site waste, said Stephen 
Sidwell, the firm's chief executive. 
 
"We’re using more sustainable 
materials, we use a fraction of 
the materials, a fraction of the 
transportation, labour and build time, 
to build ultra-high-performance 
buildings," he said. 
 
The company is just one of a growing 
share of construction firms trying to 
lower the industry's carbon footprint. 
Buildings and their construction are 
responsible for nearly 40% of energy-
related planet-warming emissions 
globally, according to United Nations 
figures.  
 
As the world's population grows and 
urbanization continues, global building 
stocks are set to double by 2060, 
according to the World Resources 
Institute, even as construction 
emissions must hit net-zero by 2050 to 
meet global climate goals. 
 
Keaton said he is happy to be playing 
a role in greening his hometown, 
adding new jobs and addressing 
climate change. 
 
Co-owned by Keaton and local real 
estate developer Craig Rippole, the 
building panel plant in Pittsburgh 
expects to create more than 300 

permanent jobs. "The great story is 
this is a city that could go from one 
of the dirtiest cities in America, at one 
point, to one of the greenest cities. It’s 
absolutely 100% poised to do that," the 
actor said. 
 
"If you can put people to work and 
have some even modest impact on 
climate change, why would I not want 
to be involved in something like this?" 
Keaton asked. 
 
"It’s not really what people would call 
sexy," he added. "But, to me, it's very 
interesting. I'm a little bit nerdy about 
construction - I like building things." 
 
In March, Keaton toured proposed 
brownfield sites for the new plant with 
Rippole, who has redeveloped other 
former industrial sites in the region. 
 
From one of them, Keaton could see 
the neighborhood where his mother's 
childhood home sat on a street in 
McKees Rocks, a Pittsburgh suburb. 
 
"That to me just said, 'You got to do 
this,'" he said.

SMARTER BUILDING

In part because it requires high 
temperatures and significant energy 
to produce, concrete manufacturing 
contributed about 7% of global 
emissions in 2019, more than most 

countries. Alternatives to concrete 
like Nexii's panels could play a role 
in reducing that, though persuading 
construction companies to use new 
materials can be a challenge, said 
Clay Nesler, global lead for buildings 
and energy at WRI's Ross Center for 
Sustainable Cities.

"The challenge is going to be there's 
so much inertia in this oldest of all 
industries," he said.  
 
Keaton admitted that achieving 
green shifts will require companies 
to show "a lot of guts" - but he 
predicted firms would ultimately 
benefit from the changes. He said he 
takes inspiration from his friend Yvon 
Chouinard who founded Patagonia, 
a sustainable outdoors clothing 
company that grew into a billion-
dollar brand.  
 
"He has the balls, the commitment, 
and the integrity to say: 'This is how 
I’m going to run my company'. And 
you know what? People are coming 
around," the actor said. 
 
Keaton's new construction venture 
comes as US President Joe Biden 
is working to pass a $2-trillion 
infrastructure bill, the American Jobs 
Plan, that has climate action as a 
major priority. 
 
"It’s only common sense what he’s 
talking about - I don’t see how it 
doesn’t create jobs," he said of Biden 
and his plan. 
 
Keaton said he may not experience 
the worst impacts of climate change, 
but he cannot say the same for his 
son and grandchildren - one reason 
he's eager to act. 
 
"There is no time," he said. "It’s easy 
for me to talk and tweet. This is an 
opportunity for me to put my money 
where my mouth is."

"We’re using more 
sustainable materials, 
we use a fraction of the 
materials, a fraction of 
the transportation, labour 
and build time, to build 
ultra-high-performance 
buildings," Keaton said.

GREEN POWER
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F
rom her garden on a sunny 
Greek island, Rowena 
Harding works with 
governments and charities 
across the globe. 

 
"The great thing is I can do my job 
from anywhere," the Australian-
British communications consultant 
says. "I'm able to talk to clients in 
Myanmar, clients in Rwanda. This 
morning I've been working on 
northeast Nigeria, all from here, a 
Greek island." 
 
The push to attract a community of 
footloose remote workers is among 
the green and digital reforms Greece 
hopes will help revive its economy 
and restore its international image 
after more than a decade of crisis.

It also hopes to boost tourism after 
the industry's worst year in decades 
plunged it back into recession in 
2020. Yet for a country near the 
bottom of the European Union's 
digital economy rankings, the 
road to becoming a hub for digital 
nomads - like Bali or Mallorca - is 
long and strewn with technological 
and bureaucratic hurdles. 
 
Whether it can succeed just a few 
years after emerging from the 
biggest bailout in history will provide 
a test of Greece's ability to reshape 
its economy for a post-pandemic 
world. 
 
Sitting on a beach near her home, 
Harding lists the reasons she moved 
from Thailand to Aegina, one of 

the Saronic islands a short ferry 
ride from Athens: low coronavirus 
infection rates, weather, good food 
and a nice attitude to enjoying life. 
 
Beyond sun, sea and lifestyle, 
Greece is planning visas and offering 
a 50% income tax cut for seven years 
for professionals who move there. 
It also wants to lure back some of 
the 800,000 young Greeks who 
emigrated during the long downturn 
that followed the 2009 global 
financial crisis. 
 
"If you can work from anywhere, 
why not work from Greece?" Tourism 
Minister Harry Theoharis told, citing 
research estimating a 1.6 billion 
euro revenue gain for every 100,000 
workers who stay for six months. 
 
But despite Greece's "great 
potential", many are staying for 
weeks, not months, because of 
problems ranging from slow WiFi 
to inflexible visa rules, said David 
Williams, CEO of global housing 
marketplace NomadX.  
 
While Greece has attracted 
investment by tech champions Tesla 
and Amazon, it fares well below 
European averages on connectivity, 
internet use and digital public 
services, standing second to last in 
the European Commission's 2020 
Digital Economy and Society Index. 
 
Greece's fixed broadband internet is 
slower than Tajikistan's, where just a 
quarter of the population is online, 
according to the Speedtest Global 
Index, which ranked Greece 98th in 
February.  

WORK, PARADISE AND 
BUREAUCRACY

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
outlined a multi-billion plan dubbed 

Sun, sea and cybernauts: 
the long road for 
Greece's digital nomads

TECH SPACE
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"Greece 2.0" including investments 
in 5G networks, which Greece 
began rolling out in December to 
reinforce its attractiveness. 

"You want to be able to look at 
the sea out of your window as you 
work, but you want to make sure 
the laptop is connected," tourism 
minister Theoharis said. 
 
Driven by the pandemic, home 
working is expected to double 
in 2021, a US-based Enterprise 
Technology Research survey found. 
 
Eager to compete with Portugal's 
Madeira island, which set up a 
digital nomad village, Greece's 
Rhodes launched a Digital Nomads 
Observatory. On Crete, a project 
called "Work & Paradise" promises 
the chance to work from poolside 
villas. 
 
Without a digital nomads' registry, 
it is difficult to determine how many 
are in Greece. The Facebook group 

"Digital Nomads Athens" counts 3,600 
members from countries including 
Ireland, France, the United States and 
Estonia. Sanne Goslinga, director of 
talent at Marathon Venture Capital, 
who moved from Berlin, received 
several LinkedIn messages from 
people interested in jobs in Greece. 
 
"Generation Z are risk-takers; they say 
'I'll just go and see and I can always go 
back to my country'," she said, referring 
to those born between the mid-1990s 
and early 2010s. 
 
Stefanos Bournias, born in Greece and 
raised in Bali, moved from Amsterdam 
last March, working for the Latvian 
translation software start-up Lokalise. 
 
"A part of me wants to see Greece heal 
many of its problems, especially with 
human capital and the brain drain," the 
25-year-old said from a co-working 
space. 
 
Bournias was initially put off by 
the lack of opportunities, working 

conditions and wages. As a foreign 
resident, he waded through "layers 
and layers of red tape" on things 
like getting a military exemption or 
opening a bank account. 
 
"If you disregard all that and you earn a 
competitive western European salary, 
the standard of life here is incredible," 
he said. 
 
Still, on NomadsList, which ranks 
the best places for remote workers, 
Athens is only 65th in a list topped by 
Lisbon. 
 
For some, such as Harding, the 
advantages of Greece outweigh 
setbacks that she said include 
power outages. She intends to seek 
residency. 
 
For others, the future is less certain. 
 
"Right now it's working for me," 
Bournias said. "But I guess  
I'll probably be leaving  
at some point."

TECH SPACE
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A
n advocacy group 
called on Facebook Inc 
Chief Executive Officer 
Mark Zuckerberg to 
not create a version 

of photo-sharing app Instagram 
for children who are under 13, as it 
would put them at "great risk".     
 
The letter to Zuckerberg from the 
Campaign for a Commercial-Free 
Childhood (CCFC) comes at a time 
the world's largest social network 
has been criticised for amplifying 
misinformation globally across 
its platforms, while also exposing 
children to inappropriate material.

Instagram exploits youngsters' 
fear of missing out as they 

Advocacy group urges 
Zuckerberg to cancel plans 
to launch Instagram for kids

constantly check their devices 
seeking approval and uploading 
pictures, CCFC said, adding that 
the platform's continuous focus on 
appearance and self presentation 

would be a challenge to 
adolescents' privacy and wellbeing. 

"While collecting valuable family 
data and cultivating a new 
generation of Instagram users may 
be good for Facebook's bottom 
line, it will likely increase the use 
of Instagram by young children 
who are particularly vulnerable to 
the platform's manipulative and 
exploitative features," the letter said.  
 
CCFC is a nonprofit organisation 
that believes that child-targeted 
marketing, along with the excessive 
screen time it encourages, will 
damage kids' healthy development, 
and is dedicated to ending 
marketing to children.

"While collecting valuable family 
data and cultivating a new 
generation of Instagram users 
may be good for Facebook's 
bottom line, it will likely increase 
the use of Instagram by young 
children who are particularly 
vulnerable to the platform's 
manipulative and exploitative 
features," 
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A
ustralia's federal court 
found Alphabet Inc's 
Google misled some 
consumers about 
personal location data 

collected through Android mobile 
devices, the country's competition 
regulator said. 
 
The Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) 
said it is seeking declarations and 
penalties from Google, though it did 
not specify an amount. 
 
"This is an important victory for 
consumers, especially anyone 
concerned about their privacy 
online, as the Court’s decision sends 
a strong message to Google and 
others that big businesses must 
not mislead their customers,” ACCC 
Chair Rod Sims said in a statement. 

The case revolves around specific 
Google settings related to its 
location data collection, location 
history and 'web & app activity'.  
 
The court found that Google 
wrongly claimed it could only collect 
information from the location history 
setting on user devices between 
January 2017 and December 2018. 
 
A setting to control web and 
application activity, when turned on, 
also enabled Google to collect, store 
and use the data and was turned 
on by default on the devices. Users 
were not informed that turning off 
location history but leaving the "Web 
& App Activity" setting on would 
allow Google to continue to collect 
data, the court found. The court will 
need to decide what it considers a 
breach and how many occurred but 

the Australian Broadcasting Corp 
(ABC) quoted the ACCC chairman 
Rod Simms as saying that the 
regulator would seek a penalty in 
the "many millions".

A Google spokesman said the 
company was reviewing its options. 
 
"The court rejected many of the 
ACCC’s broad claims. We disagree 
with the remaining findings and are 
currently reviewing our options, 
including a possible appeal," the 
spokesman said. 
 
The tech giant has been embroiled 
in legal action in Australia in recent 
months as the government mulled 
and later passed a law to make 
Google and Facebook pay media 
companies for content on their 
platforms.

Google misled consumers over data 
collection - Australian watchdog
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A
mid the cascade of US 
sanctions imposed on 
Russian cybersecurity 
companies and 
officials alleged to be 

operating on behalf of the Kremlin's 
intelligence services, one company 
stood out: the Fresh Air Farm House 
in Karachi, Pakistan. 
 
The Farm House, whose Facebook 
page shows a waterpark-equipped 
holiday rental, is run by 34-year-old 
Mohsin Raza, one of two founders 
of an online fake ID business that 
prosecutors say helped Russian 
operatives get a toehold in the 
United States.  
 
According to a US Treasury 
statement and an indictment issued 
this week by federal prosecutors 
in New Jersey, Raza operated a 
digital fake ID mill, churning out 
images of doctored drivers' licenses, 
bogus passports and forged utility 
bills to help rogue clients pass 
verification checks at US payment 
companies and tech firms. The 
six-count indictment charges Raza 
with making false documents and 
aggravated identity theft. 
 
Raza was contacted in at a 
telephone number provided by 
the US Treasury's sanctions list. 

He confirmed his identity and 
acknowledged being a digital 
counterfeiter, saying he used "simple 
Photoshop" to alter ID cards, bills, 
and other documents to order.  
 
Raza - who said he's also dabbled 
in graphic design, e-commerce 
and cryptocurrency - denied any 
wrongdoing, saying he was merely 
helping people access accounts 
that they'd been frozen out of. 
 
Among his customers, the New 
Jersey indictment alleges, was an 
employee of the Internet Research 
Agency - an infamous Russian troll 
farm implicated by US investigators, 
media reports, leaked documents, 
and former insiders in efforts to 
interfere in US elections. The IRA 
employee used Raza's services 
in 2017 to procure forged drivers' 
licenses to support the identity 
of fake accounts on Facebook, 
according to the indictment. 
 
Facebook Inc did not immediately 
offer any comment. Raza said he 
didn't track who used his service.     
 
He said inspiration for his business 
came several years ago when 
a PayPal account which he had 
opened under an alias was locked, 
trapping hundreds of dollars he'd 

received for optimizing online 
search results.

Unwilling to forgo what he 
described as "hard-earned real 
money," he Photoshopped an 
identity document under his 
alias' name. Once PayPal unfroze 
his account, he realised he had 
stumbled on a good idea and the 
business took off from there. His 
site, Second Eye Solutions, boasted 
of "6,000 & more satisfied clients" 
before Raza pulled it down morning.  
 
The old website featured scores of 
customer reviews thanking Second 
Eye for providing bogus identity 
documents used to verify accounts - 
mostly with PayPal. PayPal Holdings 
Inc had no immediate comment. 
 
Money earned from the fake ID 
business was poured into the 
construction of the Fresh Air Farm 
House, Raza said. The facility, which 
features three bedrooms, a playing 
field, a water slide, and a BBQ area, 
is now on a US list of sanctioned 
entities alongside Russian oligarchs 
and defense contractors. 
 
Raza's business is an example of 
how transnational cybercrime can 
serve as a springboard for state-
sponsored disinformation, said 
Tom Holt, who directs the School 
of Criminal Justice at Michigan 
State University. The alleged use 
by Russian operatives of a Pakistani 
fake ID merchant to circumvent 
American social media controls 
"highlights why this globalized 
cybercrime economy that touches 
so many areas can be a perfect 
place to hide - even for nation-
states," he said. 
 
Holt said that the sanctioning of the 
Farm House appeared to be a signal 
to the cyber-criminal milieu about 
steering clear of Russian actors. 
 
"To the extent that you can't deter 
through direct action, you can get 
some of these facilitators on notice," 
Holt said.

'Simple Photoshop': how a 
Pakistani counterfeiter may 
have aided Russian trolls
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N
ASA has logged 
another extraterrestrial 
first on its latest 
mission to Mars: 
converting carbon 

dioxide from the Martian 
atmosphere into pure, breathable 
oxygen, the US space agency said. 
 
The unprecedented extraction 
of oxygen, literally out of thin 
air on Mars, was achieved by 
an experimental device aboard 
Perseverance, a six-wheeled 
science rover that landed on the Red 
Planet February 18 after a seven-
month journey from Earth. 
 
In its first activation, the toaster-sized 
instrument dubbed MOXIE, short 
for Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource 
Utilization Experiment, produced 
about 5 grams of oxygen, equivalent 
to roughly 10 minutes' worth of 
breathing for an astronaut, NASA 
said. 
 
Although the initial output was 
modest, the feat marked the first 
experimental extraction of a natural 
resources from the environment 

of another planet for direct use by 
humans. 
 
"MOXIE isn't just the first instrument 
to produce oxygen on another 
world," Trudy Kortes, director of 
technology demonstrations within 
NASA's Space Technology Mission 
Directorate, said in a statement. She 
called it the first technology of its 
kind to help future missions "live off 
the land" of another planet. 
 
The instrument works through 
electrolysis, which uses extreme 
heat to separate oxygen atoms 
from molecules of carbon dioxide, 
which accounts for about 95% of the 
atmosphere on Mars. 
 
The remaining 5% of Mars' 
atmosphere, which is only about 1% 
as dense Earth's, consists primarily 
of molecular nitrogen and argon. 
Oxygen exists on Mars in negligible 
trace amounts. 
 
But an abundant supply is 
considered critical to eventual 
human exploration of the Red 
Planet, both as a sustainable source 

of breathable air for astronauts and 
as a necessary ingredient for rocket 
fuel to fly them home. The volumes 
required for launching rockets into 
space from Mars are particularly 
daunting.  
 
According to NASA, getting four 
astronauts off the Martian surface 
would take about 15,000 pounds (7 
metric tons) of rocket fuel, combined 
with 55,000 pounds (25 metric tons) 
of oxygen. 
 
Transporting a one-ton oxygen-
conversion machine to Mars is more 
practical than trying to haul 25 tons 
of oxygen in tanks from Earth, MOXIE 
principal investigator Michael Hecht, 
of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, said in NASA's news 
release. 
 
Astronauts living and working on 
Mars would require perhaps one 
metric ton of oxygen between them 
to last an entire year, Hecht said. 
 
MOXIE is designed to generate up 
to 10 grams per hour as a proof of 
concept, and scientists plan to run 
the machine at least another nine 
times over the next two years under 
different conditions and speeds, 
NASA said. 
 
The first oxygen conversion run 
came a day after NASA achieved 
the historic first controlled powered 
flight of an aircraft on another planet 
with a successful takeoff and landing 
of a miniature robot helicopter on 
Mars. 
 
Like MOXIE, the twin-rotor chopper 
dubbed Ingenuity hitched a ride 
to Mars with Perseverance, whose 
primary mission is to search for 
fossilized traces of ancient microbes 
that may have flourished on Mars 
billions of years ago.

NASA extracts breathable 
oxygen from thin Martian air
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A 
Hong Kong professor 
has developed an 
educational programme 
using role-playing 
robots to help children 

with autism improve their social 
skills, part of an initiative adopted by 
non-profit groups and schools. 
 
The programme, Robot for Autism 
Behavioral Intervention (RABI), is 
designed for people with autism 
between the ages of 3 and 18, and 
aims to help them be more social 
and to resolve issues such as 
conflicts and bullying. 
 
Catherine So, associate professor 
of educational psychology at the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
told more than 1,200 children have 

used the programme since its 2015 
launch. "Individuals with autism 
have low motivation to interact with 
others, and hypersensitivity to the 
world around them," So said. "So we 
use the social robots to teach them 
social skills in order to reduce their 
anxiety." 
 
The robots engage the children with 
role-playing and verbal interaction. 
A typical class involves two small 
robots acting out social scenarios on 
a table top, helping the children see 
the difference between appropriate 
and unacceptable behaviour such as 
tantrums or screaming. 
 
Muse Wong, 41, said her 5-year-
old daughter has been in the 
programme for seven months and 

Hong Kong robots help autistic 
children boost social skills

her social and communicative skills 
have improved vastly.

"She has started to have some degree 
of social life", Wong said. 
 
After interacting with the robots, the 
children are encouraged to try out 
their social skills with a human tutor.  
 
More than 20 non-profit groups 
financed by governments and public 
schools in Hong Kong and Macau 
have adopted the programme. So 
hopes the project will help fight 
against exclusion. 
 
"We believe RABI can help children 
with autism improve their social and 
behavioural skills, and in turn enhance 
the quality of their life", she said.
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Crater. Success hinges on Ingenuity 
executing the pre-programmed 
flight instructions using an 
autonomous pilot and navigation 
system. 
 
"The moment our team has been 
waiting for is almost here," Ingenuity 
project manager MiMi Aung said 
at a recent briefing at NASA's Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) near Los 
Angeles. 
 
NASA itself is likening the 
experiment to the Wright Brothers' 
feat 117 years ago, paying tribute to 
that modest but monumental first 
flight by having affixed a tiny swath 
of wing fabric from the original 
Wright flyer under Ingenuity's solar 
panel.  
 
The robot rotorcraft was carried to 
the red planet strapped to the belly 
of NASA's Mars rover Perseverance, 
a mobile astrobiology lab that 
touched down on February 18 in 
Jezero Crater after a nearly seven-
month journey through space.     
 
Although Ingenuity's flight test 
began around 3.30 am Eastern Time, 
data confirming its outcome was 
not expected to reach JPL's mission 
control until around 6.15 am ET. 
 
NASA also expects to receive 
images and video of the flight that 
mission engineers hope to capture 
using cameras mounted on the 
helicopter and the Perseverance 
rover, which will be parked 250 feet 
(76 meters) away from Ingenuity's 
flight zone. 
 
If the test succeeds, Ingenuity 
will undertake several additional, 
lengthier flights in the weeks ahead, 
though it will need to rest four to five 

N
ASA hopes to score a 
21st-century Wright 
Brothers moment as 
it attempts to send a 
miniature helicopter 

buzzing over the surface of Mars in 
what would be the first powered, 
controlled flight of an aircraft on 
another planet. 
 
Landmark achievements in science 
and technology can seem humble 
by conventional measurements. 
The Wright Brothers' first controlled 
flight in the world of a motor-driven 
airplane, near Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina, in 1903 covered just 120 
feet (37 meters) in 12 seconds. 
 
A modest debut is likewise in store 
for NASA's twin-rotor, solar-powered 
helicopter Ingenuity. 
 
If all goes to plan, the 4-pound 
(1.8-kg) whirligig will slowly ascend 
straight up to an altitude of 10 feet (3 
meters) above the Martian surface, 
hover in place for 30 seconds, then 
rotate before descending to a gentle 
landing on all four legs. 
 
While the mere metrics may seem 
less than ambitious, the "air field" for 
the interplanetary test flight is 173 
million miles from Earth, on the floor 
of a vast Martian basin called Jezero 

days in between each to recharge 
its batteries. Prospects for future 
flights rest largely on a safe, four-
point touchdown the first time. 
 
"It doesn't have a self-righting 
system, so if we do have a bad 
landing, that will be the end 
of the mission," Aung said. An 
unexpectedly strong wind gust is 
one potential peril that could spoil 
the flight.  
 
NASA hopes Ingenuity - a 
technology demonstration separate 
from Perseverance's primary 
mission to search for traces of 
ancient microorganisms - paves the 
way for aerial surveillance of Mars 
and other destinations in the solar 
system, such as Venus or Saturn's 
moon Titan.     
 
While Mars possesses much less 
gravity to overcome than Earth, its 
atmosphere is just 1% as dense, 
presenting a special challenge for 
aerodynamic lift. To compensate, 
engineers equipped Ingenuity with 
rotor blades that are larger (4-feet-
long) and spin more rapidly than 
would be needed on Earth for an 
aircraft of its size. 
 
The design was successfully tested 
in vacuum chambers built at JPL 
to simulate Martian conditions, 
but it remains to be seen whether 
Ingenuity will fly on the red planet.  
 
The small, lightweight aircraft 
already passed an early crucial test 
by demonstrating it could withstand 
punishing cold, with nighttime 
temperatures dropping as low as 
130 degrees below zero Fahrenheit 
(minus 90 degrees Celsius), using 
solar power alone to recharge and 
keep internal components properly 
heated. 
 
The planned flight was delayed for 
a week by a technical glitch during 
a test spin of the aircraft's rotors on 
April 9. NASA said that issue has 
since been resolved.

Mars helicopter flight test 
promises Wright Brothers 
moment for NASA
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S
cientists have discovered 
what may be the 
smallest-known black 
hole in the Milky Way 
galaxy and the closest 

to our solar system - an object so 
curious that they nicknamed it 'the 
Unicorn.' 
 
The researchers said the black hole 
is roughly three times the mass of 
our sun, testing the lower limits of 
size for these extraordinarily dense 
objects that possess gravitational 
pulls so strong not even light can 
escape. A luminous star called a red 
giant orbits with the black hole in a 
so-called binary star system named 
V723 Mon. 
 
The black hole is located about 
1,500 light years - the distance 
light travels in a year, 5.9 trillion 
miles (9.5 trillion km) - from Earth. 
While it may be the closest one 
to us, it is still far away. By way of 
comparison, the closest star to our 
solar system, Proxima Centauri, 
is 4 light years away. Black holes 
like this one form when massive 
stars die and their cores collapse. 

"We nicknamed this black hole 'the 
Unicorn' partly because V723 Mon 
is in the Monoceros constellation 
- which translates to unicorn - and 
partly because it is a very unique 
system" in terms of the black hole's 
mass and relative closeness to 
Earth, said Ohio State University 
astronomy doctoral student 
Tharindu Jayasinghe, lead author of 
the study published this week in the 
journal Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society. 
 
There are three categories of 
black holes. The smallest, like 
'the Unicorn,' are so-called stellar 
mass black holes formed by the 
gravitational collapse of a single star. 
There are gargantuan 'supermassive' 
black holes like the one at our 
galaxy's center, 26,000 light years 
from Earth, which is four million 
times the sun's mass. 

A few intermediate-mass black 
holes also have been found with 
masses somewhere in between. 
"It is clear that nature makes black 
holes of a wide range of masses. But 
a three-solar-mass black hole is a 

big surprise. There are no very good 
models for how to make such a 
black hole, but I am sure people will 
work on that more now," said Ohio 
State University astronomy professor 
and study co-author Kris Stanek. 
 
'The Unicorn' falls into what the 
researchers called a "mass gap" 
between the largest-known neutron 
stars - objects similarly formed by a 
large star's collapse - at around 2.2 
times the mass of our sun and what 
previously had been considered the 
smallest black holes at around five 
times the sun's mass. 
 
"'The unicorn' is truly one of the 
smallest black holes possible," 
Jayasinghe said. 
 
Its strong gravity alters the shape of 
its companion star in a phenomenon 
known as tidal distortion, making 
it elongated rather than spherical 
and causing its light to change as it 
moves along its orbital path. It was 
these effects on the companion star, 
observed using Earth-based and 
orbiting telescopes, that indicated 
the black hole's presence. 
 
"Black holes are electromagnetically 
dark, and so they are difficult to find," 
Jayasinghe said.  
 
Unlike some other black holes 
orbiting with a star, this one was not 
observed to be drawing material 
from its companion, which is 173 
times more luminous than our sun. 
 
The only smaller potential black 
hole is one with a mass 2.6 times 
that of our sun that was spotted in 
another galaxy, Jayasinghe said. 
 
Another team of scientists last year 
described a black hole roughly 
1,000 light years from Earth, but 
other researchers have questioned 
whether it is a black hole.

A black hole dubbed 'the 
Unicorn' may be galaxy's 
smallest one
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located in the town of Filadelfia, in 
the province of Guanacaste, near the 
headquarters of Ad Astra Rocket, a 
commercial partner of LeoLabs. The 
local company run by former Costa 
Rican astronaut Franklin Chang-Díaz 
was another reason for choosing the 
radar site, LeoLabs said.

S
urrounded by clear 
blue skies and fields of 
sugar cane crops on the 
Pacific coast, a farm in 
the northwest of Costa 

Rica is now home to a giant radar 
capable of tracking small objects 
in space that threaten the safety of 
astronauts and satellites. 
 
Costa Rican President Carlos 
Alvarado and US and Costa Rican 
astronauts unveiled the four 
large reflective panels that make 
up the commercial radar, which 
is connected to the servers of 
aerospace company LeoLabs in San 
Francisco. 
 
"This commercial radar is the most 
advanced that exists in the world," 
said Alvarado. 
 
The Costa Rica Space Radar can 
monitor objects that transit in low 
Earth orbit near the planet's equator, 
an advantage offered by the 
geographical location.

Costa Rica unveils radar that tracks 
space objects from a farm

"Even an object the size of a golf 
ball traveling at 30,000 kilometers 
per hour overhead, a tiny amount 
of those radio waves will bounce 
off it. It can be picked up by these 
giant reflector dishes behind us," 
said former astronaut and LeoLabs 
co-founder Edward Lu. The radar is 
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A 
four-astronaut 
team arrived at the 
International Space 
Station aboard the 
SpaceX Crew Dragon 

capsule Endeavour,  NASA said, 
after becoming the first crew ever to 
be propelled into orbit by a rocket 
booster recycled from a previous 
spaceflight.  
 
The Endeavour capsule, also making 
its second flight, was launched 
into space atop a SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket from NASA's Kennedy Space 
Center in Florida. SpaceX is the Elon 
Musk's commercial rocket company. 
 
The Endeavour docked to the space 
station complex at 5:08 a.m. EDT 
(0908 GMT) while the spacecraft 
were flying 264 miles (425 km) 
above the Indian Ocean, NASA said 
in an update on the mission. 
 
On board were two NASA astronauts 
- mission commander Shane 
Kimbrough, 53, and pilot Megan 

McArthur, 49 - along with Japanese 
astronaut Akihiko Hoshide, 52, and 
fellow mission specialist Thomas 
Pesquet, 43, a French engineer from 
the European Space Agency. 
 
The mission marks the second 
"operational" space station team 
launched by NASA aboard a Crew 
Dragon capsule since human 

Astronauts arrive at space station 
aboard SpaceX Endeavour

spaceflights resumed from 
American soil last year, following a 
nine-year hiatus at the end of the US 
space shuttle programme in 2011. 
 
It is also the third crewed flight 
launched into orbit in 11 months 
under NASA's fledgling public-
private partnership with SpaceX, the 
rocket company founded in 2002 by 
Musk, who is also CEO of electric car 
maker Tesla Inc. 
 
The mission's Falcon 9 rocket 
blasted off with the same first-stage 
booster that lofted a crew into orbit 
five months ago, marking the first 
time a previously flown booster 
has ever been re-used in a crewed 
launch. 
 
Reusable booster vehicles, 
designed to fly themselves back to 
Earth and land safely rather than fall 
into the sea after launch, are at the 
heart of a re-usable rocket strategy 
that SpaceX helped pioneer to make 
spaceflight more economical.
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V
olkswagen AG has 
warned managers to 
prepare for a bigger 
production hit in the 
second quarter than the 

first due to a global chip shortage, 
the Financial Times reported. 
 
"We are being told from the 
suppliers and within the Volkswagen 
Group that we need to face 
considerable challenges in the 
second quarter, probably more 
challenging than the first quarter," 
Wayne Griffiths, president of 
Volkswagen's Spanish brand Seat, 
told.

Griffiths called the shortage the 

"biggest challenge" the company 
faces at the moment. 
 
He said production at Seat's 
Martorell plant outside Barcelona 
was currently "hand to mouth", with 
the brand deciding what cars to 
build only after it receives chips 
from suppliers, the report said. 
 
Volkswagen has said it expects chip 
supply to remain tight in the coming 

Volkswagen warns of worsening 
output hit from chip shortage: FT

months, adding it could not provide 
visibility for the full year. 
 
The company has been unable 
to build 100,000 cars due to the 
shortage, CEO Herbert Diess said 
last month, adding the group would 
not be able to make up for the 
shortfall in 2021. 
 
"The situation has been exacerbated 
i.e. by the blizzards that have 
occurred in Texas, as the large chip 
manufacturers based there had to 
stop or reduce their production. For 
that reason further adjustments to 
production cannot be ruled out", 
Volkswagen said in an emailed 
statement.

Griffiths called the shortage 
the "biggest challenge" 
the company faces at the 
moment.
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bigger, drawing fans from all over. 
Larios has started a GoFundMe 
account, which had raised $7,100. 
Upon reaching San Francisco, he 
said he plans to hold an online vote 
to determine where to donate the 
money. "I just want to help people 
out," Larios said. Larios has been 

H
e has got a giant 
padded head, perfectly 
round red cheeks and 
a bobbletail, and he 
is walking from Los 

Angeles to San Francisco.  
 
Jesse Larios says he does not know 
exactly what inspired him to dress 
up as the character he has named 
Bearsun and start the over 400-
mile (644-km) trip, but he has been 
pleased with the attention the move 
has received.  
 
"It was an impulsive decision for 
sure. I didn't plan it out," said the 
33-year-old in the brown-and-white 
suit he designed. 
 
The journey Larios began on April 
12 has morphed into something 

Meet the man in a bear suit 
walking from Los Angeles 
to San Francisco

making stops along the way to 
sleep and eat, but not much else. 
He visits gas stations for meals and 
to clean up, and just sleeps inside 
the suit wherever he finds himself at 
the end of the day. 

The trip has already taken longer 
than anticipated but he said he is 
not in a huge rush. 
 
Instead, he is walking, enjoying the 
views, which he posts on Instagram, 
and taking inspiration from the 
journey and all the folks he has met 
along the way. 
 
"Everything's been pretty wild, to 
be honest," Larios said. "It inspires 
me to do new things. It brings new 
ideas. It fuels my creativity. It helps 
out a lot and it feels good too."

"Everything's been pretty 
wild, to be honest," Larios 
said. "It inspires me to do 
new things. It brings new 
ideas. It fuels my creativity. 
It helps out a lot and it feels 
good too."
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176-year-old time capsule revealed 
in cross on Hungarian cathedral

T
he cross on top of 
Hungary's largest 
church, the magnificent 
Esztergom Cathedral, 
has been hiding a 

176-year-old time capsule that was 
only recovered during renovation 
work this year.

The sealed copper canister was 
inside the cross on the 100-metre 
dome, the highest in Hungary, which 
survived being bombed during 
World War Two. The container was 

also badly damaged by shrapnel 
but when they opened it, historians 
discovered documents in near-
perfect condition relating to the 
cathedral's construction. 
 
Csaba Torok, director of the 
Cathedral's Treasury, said the papers 
gave a rare glimpse of the time 
when the church was built from 1822 
onwards. 

The cylindrical capsule was placed 
in the cross in 1845 by Archbishop 

Jozsef Kopacsy and chief architect 
Jozsef Hild, who took over after his 
predecessor was murdered. 
 
"Archbishop Kopacsy knew he 
would not be able to complete the 
construction in his lifetime, so when 
the cross was finished he wanted 
to leave inside an imprint of the 
memory of the builders and of that 
era," Torok said. 
 
The best moment was when they 
found the documents: one depicting 
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so there was nothing to help pay for 
the renovation," he added, smiling. 
 
The Catholic cathedral was built on 
Castle Hill, where a church was first 
founded over a 1,000 years ago. Its 
iron dome was built in Vienna and 
carried in sections down the Danube 
on barges. 
 
For its consecration in 1856, 
Hungarian composer and pianist 
Franz Liszt composed a mass. But 
the cathedral was still not finished, 
with the main portico and interior 
only completed later in the 19th 
century. 
 
A new time capsule might be placed 
in the cross for future generations. 
But its copper cover will be sealed 
on June 30, so they will have to 
move quickly, Torok said. 

milestones in the construction 
and a book containing names of 
clergymen and parishes. 
 
"These were last touched by human 
hands when they were placed there 
176 years ago, so somehow we felt a 
sudden connection in time," he said. 
 
"Unfortunately, we did not find any 
coins from the period in the capsule 

The sealed 
copper canister 

was inside the cross on 
the 100-metre dome, the 
highest in Hungary, which 
survived being bombed 

during World War 
Two.
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T
urkmenistan marked a 
new holiday dedicated 
to its national Alabai 
dog breed, to which 
its longtime leader has 

already erected a gilded monument 
and written an ode. 
 
The new holiday took place on the 
same day as a festival celebrating 
the Akhal-Teke horse breed, which 
Turkmenistan also considers part of 
its national heritage.  
 
The Alabai day included a contest to 
find the best of the large shepherd 
dogs. President Kurbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov, who has run 
the isolated desert nation of 6 
million since 2007, awarded the 
top prize for courage to a border 

A statue, an ode, and now a national 
holiday for Turkmenistan dog breed

guard service dog. The president's 
son, deputy prime minister Serdar 
Berdymukhamedov, presented the 
award which included a medal for 
the dog and a car for its handler. 
 
The authorities also organised a 
race for Akhal-Teke purebreds, 
horses known for their elegant 
stature and metallic sheen.

Dogs and horses are sources of 
national pride in the former Soviet 
republic bordering Afghanistan, 
where they are widely used by many 
traditional herders. 
 
Last year, the government erected 
a gilded Alabai statue on a busy 
traffic circle in the capital, Ashgabat. 
Another street junction features 
a statue, also coated in gold, of 
President Berdymukhamedov 
himself, seated on a horse.

ODDLY ENOUGH
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G
oogle Earth added 
a timelapse feature 
to the popular 
platform, providing 
a glimpse into how 

climate change, urbanisation and 
deforestation have altered the 
planet over the last four decades. 
 
Created with 24 million satellite 
images, along with 800 curated 
videos and interactive guides, 
the feature allows users to see 
a timelapse of any place on the 
planet, using inputs from the 
NASA, US Geological Survey's 
Landsat program and the 
European Union's Copernicus 
program. 

Climate change is causing more 
frequent and severe flooding, 
droughts, storms and heatwaves as 
average global temperatures rise to 
new records. 
 
Google Earth's timelapse tool 
shows the change in coastlines, 

Google Earth's timelapse feature puts 
a spotlight on climate change

sprawling expansion of cityscapes 
and agricultural lands, as well as 
simultaneous recession of glaciers, 
forests and rivers. 
 
One video shows rapid transition 
of forests near Bolivia into villages 
and farms, a major cause for 
deforestation in the Amazon 
rainforest; while another shows the 
recession of the Columbia Glacier 
in Alaska by 20 kilometers due to 
global warming. 
 
Scientists have warned that a rise 
in global emissions of greenhouse 
gases may lead to extreme weather 
conditions and higher risks from 
natural disasters.

Scientists have warned that 
a rise in global emissions 
of greenhouse gases may 
lead to extreme weather 
conditions and higher risks 
from natural disasters.
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C
lad in a black wet suit 
and pink face mask, Jin 
So-hee's figure cleanly 
parts the green-blue 
water until she abruptly 

dives below the surface, her purple 
fins disappearing into the deep.  
 
When she resurfaces a minute and 
a half later, her gloved hands grip 
six or seven sea cucumbers, their 
spiked backs glistening in the sun.  
 
"This is the biggest one, what do 
we do?" she asks her partner, Woo 
Jung-min. "The boss is going to be 
mad. He told us to bring in the really 
big ones today."  
 
Climate change and environmental 
pollution have made finding enough 
sea life to harvest more difficult for 
Jin, Woo, and other South Korean 
haenyeo, or "sea women".  
 
For six years, Jin, 28, has dived the 

icy seas off the rocky shore of Geoje 
Island, gathering abalone, conches, 
seaweed and other marine life by 
hand to be sold in local markets.  
 
Every year the waters are a little 
less icy - warming as much as 2.6 
times more than the world average 
- changing the undersea habitat and 
casting doubt on the future of the 
haenyeo. 

Jin and Woo, 35, are some of the 
youngest women following a 
centuries-old tradition of free-dive 
fishing without oxygen that has 
already faced massive upheaval 
in the face of advances in fishing 
practices and altered village life 
in the high-tech world of modern 
South Korea.  
 
The vast majority of living haenyeo 
are now over the age of 70, and in 
neighbouring Busan, veteran divers 
told. Catches are now a fraction of 
what was harvested decades ago. 
 
"I’ll continue unless I’m sick, and 
my wish is this seafood can live 
until then so that I can continue this 
work," said 86-year-old Ko Bok-hwa, 
who has been a diver since she was 
13. 
 
Jin and Woo have tried to adapt, 
running a YouTube channel called 
"Yozum Haenyeo" (Modern Sea 
Women) to chronicle their lives and 
work, with their most popular video 
garnering more than 600,000 views.   
 
But climate change may 
permanently dash their hopes of 
spending their lives working as free 
divers. 
 
"I thought that as long as my body 
is healthy, I could have been the 

For South Korea's youngest 
'sea women', warming seas 
mean smaller catches

ENVIRONMENT
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oldest haenyeo when I'm 90 or 100," 
Jin told. 
 
"Now that I think about it, my health 
is not the only concern. I’m worried 
this job will change drastically or 
even disappear because of climate 
change." 

INVASIVE SPECIES, 
VANISHING SEAWEED 

Anecdotal evidence observed by 
haenyeo on the front lines of the 
changing environment is confirmed 
by South Korean scientists seeking 
to study and protect the country's 
fisheries.  
 
"Climate change caused the change 
of habitat of sea life and the influx of 
non-native species," said Ko Jun-
cheol, a researcher at the National 
Institute of Fisheries Science.  
 
Between 1968 and 2017, the sea 
surface temperature around Korea 
rose 1.2 Celsius (2.2 Fahrenheit) 
degrees, compared to a world 
average of 0.48 Celsius degrees, he 
said. Warmer waters have brought 
new, subtropical species that have 

displaced the haenyeo's traditional 
catch, and changed the sea floor 
habitat by introducing more stony 
coral and killing off seaweed forests. 
Large beds of seaweed have 
disappeared, replaced by rock-like 
coralline algae and resulting in the 
decrease of marine resources.  
 
As recently as the 1990s, scientists 
would see one or two subtropical 
species around the islands of 
Korea's south coast, but a study 
covering the years 2012-2020 found 
85 kinds of subtropical species, 
accounting for more than half of all 
sea life in some places, Ko said. 

Since 2011 the government has also 
been working to reverse the ocean 
desertification caused by climate 
change.  
 
The Marine Forest Creation Project 
involves planting new seaweed, 
which helps absorb carbon dioxide 
from the water, and removing the 
invasive sea urchins that eat the 
marine plant, said Jeon Byung-hee, 
an official with the Korea Fisheries 
Resources Agency's Ecological 
Restoration Division. 

"If seaweeds disappear, it takes 
away a source of food for animals, 
spawning grounds, and habitats," he 
said. 

'REALLY SERIOUS' 

With less seaweed, which the 
haenyeo also harvest as food, the 
women increasingly have to dive 
deeper, Jin said.  
 
That's more physically challenging, 
and the women say they have to 
deal with more pollution as well, 
further complicating their already 
dangerous jobs.  
 
"I’m finding more golf balls than sea 
cucumbers now," Jin said.  
 
The haenyeo say the changes are 
becoming more pronounced every 
year, which is of particular concern 
for the dwindling number of young 
divers hoping to keep the tradition 
alive - and make enough to keep 
food on their own tables.  
 
"The problems seem very real to 
us," Woo said after evaluating her 
diminished catches and tallying up 
her totals for a recent pay day.  
 
"Today, I'm thinking once again, 'This 
is really serious.'"

ENVIRONMENT
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F
rom Antarctica to Australia, 
a British composer has 
captured sounds of nature 
around the world and put 
them together in a seven-

hour body of work released to mark 
Earth Day. 
 
Ted White began collecting the 
recordings that range from caimans 
in the Amazon river to storms off the 
north coast of Scotland in 2015.  
 
With the help of artists services 
company Platoon, the recordings, 
mixed with music he composed 
inspired by his travels, have 
been turned into seven records 

titled "Mindfulness Nature", each 
dedicated to a continent.

"I've tried to cover everything that 
you can imagine around the world 
within these albums. So you will 
go from the desert in the outback 
in Australia to the bitter coldness 
of Alaska in North America," White 
told.  
 
"I had my personal goal of just 
wanting to create a big body of 
work, my musical diary of travelling 
... (and) to try and give people the 
sounds that maybe they won't be 
able to hear if they can't travel to 
those places."

Natural sounds from across seven 
continents celebrate Earth Day

White, a music producer and 
sound designer from Liverpool, 
has captured noises from nature, 
animals as well as cities. He also 
used local instruments for music. 
 
"With South America, especially in 
the Amazon ... it's just the diversity 
in the recordings and the sounds 
that you can hear," he said. 
 
"You can be paddling along and 
hearing a huge caiman. And then 
a second later, you've got this roar 
of frogs and cicadas and all these 
incredible sort of insects." 
 
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic 
curbing international travel, White 
has continued working on his 
project in the past year, heading to 
Scotland and other places around 
the United Kingdom. 
 
"One major thing which struck 
home for me, especially over 
the last year, is how sonically the 
environments change," he said.  
 
"I've been able to do some amazing 
recordings in the cities over the 
past year purely for the fact that 
there's not that many people 
around." 
 
The release comes as people 
around the world mark annual Earth 
Day in support of protecting the 
environment. 
 
"I wanted people to get truly 
immersed within them and to take 
inspiration from them and realise 
how important a day like Earth Day 
is," he said. "To take note on these 
sounds and how we can look after 
the environment essentially".

ENVIRONMENT
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J
ulian Melcer is cleaning 
up a Tel Aviv beach, one 
cigarette butt at a time. 
 
Prowling the shore, a 

large plastic bag in hand, the 
26-year-old Israeli treats every day 
like Earth Day, picking up butts 
and selling small pouches he calls 
pocket ashtrays to smokers to 
deter them from littering. 
 
"I'm here to protect the world," he 
said. "It's burning in my soul, it's 
burning in my bones, it's burning 
in my eyes when I see trash on 

For Israeli cigarette 
butt collector, every 
day is Earth Day

the beach." Melcer said it's also a 
living, earning him about $3,000 
to $4,000 a month during the 
summer from the sale of the 
pocket ashtrays for $6 each. 
 
The Tel Aviv resident has been at 
it for three years, starting out by 
creating artwork from butts he 
collected and then finding a way 
to recycle his large haul. 
 
Stuffing butt-filled plastic bags into 
boxes, Melcer mails them to the 
NoButts organisation in Ireland, 
which extracts their plastic filters 
for repurposing. 
 
He estimates that he and others in 
his volunteer group in Israel have 
picked up about one million butts. 
 
On its website, NoButts says 
cigarette filters are the "most toxic 
single-use plastic on the planet". 
It estimates that some six trillion 
butts are littered worldwide every 
year. 
 
"It's super important because 
cigarettes hurt nature, they hurt 
the beach, and I love the beach - 
it's my home," Melcer said about 
his campaign.
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F
our rare central Asian wild 
horses, whose breed was 
once near extinction, are 
now roaming a meadow 
overlooking Prague as 

the city's zoo expands a breeding 
program that aims to rebuild their 
numbers in the steppes of Asia. 
 
The Prague Zoo released four 
Przewalski's horses on a 20-hectare 
(50-acre) plain that provides a 
breeding ground for the short, 
stocky animals while the zoo 
rebuilds their permanent stables and 
enclosure. 
 
The horses -- which weigh between 
250 to 360 kilograms (550 to 795 
pounds) -- at one point were 
extinct in the wild but now inhabit 
reintroduction sites in Mongolia, 
China and Kazakhstan. 
 
"This whole project aims to recreate 
a steppe environment here with 
its original fauna and flora with the 
horses' help," Prague Zoo Director 

Miroslav Bobek said as the four 
mares grazed with the city in the 
background. 
 
The Prague Zoo has first relocated 
four mares named Khamiina, Xicara, 
Lana and Gruhne, choosing them to 
ensure the greatest possible genetic 
diversity for future breeding. The 
zoo will later introduce a stallion. 
The zoo in 1959 was charged with 

Prague zoo opens new home 
for rare wild horse species

managing the international studbook 
for the species, which once ranged 
throughout Europe and Asia. The 
institution has been a leader in 
reintroducing the animals back into 
the wild.

Their first shipment took place in 
1988. Between 2011 and 2015, the 
zoo reintroduced 18 mares and 
one stallion into wild herds in the 
Khomyn Tal reserve and the Gobi B 
national park of Mongolia. 
 
While visitors are encouraged not to 
feed the animals, zoo officials have 
built three viewpoints on previously 
unused land as they wait out the 
pandemic to re-start shipping the 
horses back to their natural habitat 
in Asia. 
 
"We had to cancel the transport of 
the horses to Western Mongolia 
last year and it will be the same this 
year," Bobek said. "However, we’re 
using this time to prepare a project 
of re-introducing the Przewalski's 
horses to the eastern parts of 
Mongolia."

WILDLIFE
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R
ecent sightings of fish, 
ducks and herons in a 
stretch of the infamously 
polluted Pinheiros river 
in São Paulo have raised 

hopes that wildlife in the city's main 
waterway may finally be returning.

Fauna returns to Sao Paulo river 
after removal of tons of trash

project in the country in terms of 
investment, costing some 4 billion 
reais  ($735 million). 
 
Doria said 30,000 tons of surface 
garbage had already been 
removed from the river.

Improved water oxygenation and 
a reduction in Pinheiros' foul odor 
remain long-term goals for now.

But Jose Bueno, an urban planner 
with the river conservation group 
Rios e Ruas, said new bike paths 
and cafes should help locals 
to feel closer to the river and 
embrace the agenda of keeping it 
clean.

"When I see fish in Pinheiros river, 
I see life. So we are not defending 
something invisible, something 
abstract. We are protecting what is 
alive," he said.

Brazil's most populous city has 
an ambitious project to clean up 
Pinheiros by the end of 2022. 
 
São Paulo Governor João Doria told 
that the clean-up of the Pinheiros 
river was the largest environmental 
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What's an Oscars 
ceremony without a red 
carpet?
After a year that saw the coronavirus 
pandemic shut down in-person 
events and replace them with actors 
on Zoom, sometimes at home in 
hoodies and pajamas, celebrity 
watchers were looking forward 
to seeing stars stepping out in 
show-stopping gowns on the movie 
industry's biggest night. 
 
"Red carpets are a huge part of 
award season," said Zoe Ruderman, 
head of digital at People magazine. 
 
"We saw a lot of leggings, a lot of 
tie-dye sweatshirts, and it was fun. 

But I'm having a little bit of Zoom 
fatigue and I'm ready to see it live 
on the screen on a red carpet with 
real pants and real high heels," she 
said. Organisers sought to play 
down expectations of the kind of 
three-hour, 900-foot- (270-meter-)
long red carpet crowded with 
some 100 photographers, TV crews 
and screaming fans that normally 
precedes the Academy Awards 
ceremony. 
 
"It's not a traditional red carpet," 
Stacey Sher, one of the producers of 
the show said last week. "It's a teeny 
tiny red carpet."

But at least it wasn't a Zoom event, 
with so-called "waist-up" fashion. 

Instead nominees and presenters, 
after being tested for COVID-19, 
gathered together at the Art Deco 
Union Station in downtown Los 
Angeles ahead of the ceremony and 
by satellite links to venues around 
the world.  
 
It's not just the fashion moments 
that makes red carpets such an 
integral - and much missed - part of 
award shows. They also give viewers 
a sense of spontaneity that has been 
in short supply during the pandemic, 
and boost TV audiences for award 
shows that have plummeted by up 
to 60% this year. 
 
"We all miss the energy and the 
escapism that it creates," said 
celebrity stylist Chloe Hartstein, who 
will be working with best supporting 
actress nominee Glenn Close for the 
ceremony. 
 
"I think the audience will be excited 
to see beautiful fashions and 
couture and custom pieces just 
because we've been so deprived of 
it. And I think, especially at this time, 
we need a little bit of beauty and 
art," Hartstein said.

FACE-TO-FACE

Celebrities were divided over 
whether the absence of red carpets 
has been a blessing in disguise. 
Recent shows, including the 
BAFTAS and the Grammys, have 
seen some actors and musicians 
pose for photos, but not always at 
the event itself. 
 
"Often those red carpets aren't just 
for the dresses and the glamour 
of it," said British actor and singer 
Cynthia Erivo. "Sometimes (it's) the 
only way you get to see people ... 
because we're moving around so 
often."

High heels! Real pants! 
'Teeny' Oscars red carpet 
signals return to glamour
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This year's Hollywood awards season has swapped 
the buzzing red carpets and swanky parties for empty 
auditoriums and celebrities joining ceremonies virtually 
from home.  
 
Quotes from actors and directors on what they have 
missed - or not - about the usually busy awards season:

Celebrities talk about what they've missed 
this awards season

"I miss being able to look a person 
in the eye, face-to-face, in person 
and say, 'Well done!' and 'I've missed 
you'," she added. 
 
Riz Ahmed, a first-time best actor 
nominee for his role as a deaf 
drummer in "Sound of Metal," 
welcomed doing interviews 
remotely rather than having to 
attending the usual parties and 
dinners.

"You're just sat there in your 
pajamas, throwing on a jacket 
and you're away," he said. "I think 
there's something quite grounding 
and humbling about it." Despite 
the hours spent to get the perfect 
look, red carpets  often bring 
surprises. 
 
"That's where we see celebrities 
reveal a baby bump, a new 
engagement ring," said People's 

Ruderman. "So you have these really 
unscripted, exciting moments and 
sometimes it's even more exciting 
than the show," she said. Exciting 
or not, former "Grey's Anatomy" 
star Katherine Heigl is happy about 
getting a break from the red carpet. 
 
"I miss the gowns but I also don't 
miss the gowns," she said. "They are 
very uncomfortable ... those Spanx - 
they really just cut off air flow."

ACTRESS GAL GADOT: 
 
"I miss seeing people and 
physically interacting with people. 
I don’t miss the red carpets that 
much.... It's so much easier to do 
everything from comfy clothes 
and Uggs (boots). But I definitely 
miss hugging people."

ACTOR RIZ AHMED: 
 
"There's something quite grounding 
and humbling about it ... swanning 
around from glamorous party 
to glamorous party, you do an 
interview where people are patting 
you on the back and then you’ve 
got to go and do the laundry and 
go and do the dishes and just get 
on with your daily life."

ACTRESS ROSAMUND PIKE: 
 
"I will miss that sense of 
camaraderie that you do get with 
award ceremonies and the ability 
to share a particular moment of 
cinematic history with the other 
people involved in that year. 
That’s always a very rewarding 
experience. But that is not to be 
this year."

ACTRESS KATHERINE HEIGL: 
 
"I miss the gowns but I also 
don't miss the gowns. They are 
very uncomfortable ... those 
Spanx, they really just cut off 
air flow."

ACTOR MADS MIKKELSEN: 
 
"I’ve tried it a few times and it’s 
always spectacular to be there, 
so I can live with one year when it 
doesn’t happen."
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her family." Following a previous 
film on the same theme, Bradley 
began filming "Time" with Rich and 
her sons in 2017 with the aim of 
releasing a 13-minute short. 
 
On the last day, Rich, who served 
a three-and-a-half-year sentence 
for the robbery, gave her more than 
100 hours of her own footage to 
use. The result is old video diaries 
woven in with recent material, in 

G
arrett Bradley's award-
winning documentary 
"Time" may be about 
incarceration, but, 
according to the 

director, it's really a love story. 
 
The Oscar-nominated film follows 
Fox Rich over several decades as 
she fights for her jailed husband 
Rob, serving a 60-year sentence for 
a bank robbery the couple carried 
out in the 1990s, to be released from 
prison in Louisiana.  
 
"I went into the project with the 
intention of ... extending the 
conversation around incarceration 
from a woman's point of view, from a 
family's point of view," Bradley told in 
an interview from California. 
 
"I would say that 'Time' is first and 
foremost a love story  that's rooted 
in Fox Rich, the family matriarch 
who dedicates... 21 years of her life 
and her family's life to re-uniting 

Love story 'Time' takes 
incarceration fight to 
the Oscars

which Rich is seen caring for her 
family over the years without her 
husband around. 
 
"I like to think that there isn't 
anything in the film that doesn't 
speak to love and to unity and self-
definition," Bradley said.  
 
"If there is anything that people 
take away from the film ... I would 
ask that it be forgiveness, because I 
think that forgiveness is something 
that everybody can relate to."   
 
Bradley said she believed there was 
nothing to be gained from having 
people behind bars their entire life, 
and hoped her film shone a light on 
the issue. 
 
The film has won several awards 
including best director for Bradley 
in the US documentary category 
at the Sundance Film Festival last 
year. It is in the running for an Oscar 
for best documentary feature.
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"
Black Panther" director Ryan 
Coogler said he would shoot the 
hit movie's sequel in Georgia as 
planned, despite his opposition 
to restrictions on voting rights in 

the state that have prompted calls 
by some for a boycott. 
 
Coogler said in a guest column for 
Hollywood trade website Deadline.
com that pulling out of Georgia to 
make the sequel would adversely 
affect the lives of people involved in 
making the film. 
 
"For those reasons I will not be 
engaging in a boycott of Georgia," 
Coogler wrote. "Our film is staying in 
Georgia. Additionally, I have made 
a personal commitment to raise 
awareness about ways to help 
overturn this harmful bill." 
 
"Black Panther," the first superhero 
movie with a predominantly Black 
cast, made more than $1.3 billion at 

the global box office. Starring the 
late Chadwick Boseman, the Walt 
Disney Co film was the highest-
grossing movie in North America in 
2018. 

Coogler announced his decision 
two days after more than 100 
companies, and Hollywood stars 
including George Clooney and 

'Black Panther' director won't boycott 
Georgia for superhero sequel

director J.J. Abrams, declared 
their opposition to voting curbs in 
Georgia and other states. 
 
Civil rights groups and others 
say the measures unfairly target 
Black and ethnic groups. Actor 
Will Smith and director Antoine 
Fuqua said this week they would 
move production on their runaway 
slave thriller "Emancipation" out 
of Georgia, which has become 
a major production hub for 
Hollywood. 
 
Coogler wrote that he was 
"profoundly disappointed" at the 
passing of the bill in Georgia in 
March but had decided to educate 
himself before making a decision 
about filming the sequel there. 
 
"Having now spoken with voting 
rights activists in the state, I have 
come to understand that many of 
the people employed by my film, 
including all the local vendors 
and businesses we engage, are 
the very same people who will 
bear the brunt of SB202," he said, 
referring to the name of the bill.
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R
omanian director 
Alexander Nanau says a 
double Oscar nomination 
for his documentary 
"Collective" means 

a tragic 2015 nightclub fire and 
subsequent healthcare scandal 
at the heart of the film "will not be 
forgotten". 
 
Sixty-five people died after fireworks 
used during a concert at The 
Colectiv nightclub in Bucharest 
ignited non-fireproofed insulation 
foam, triggering a stampede. 
 
The film follows journalist Catalin 
Tolontan, whose investigations 
revealed badly burned victims 
who were taken to hospital and 
treated in improper conditions, with 
inadequate cleaning products linked 
to many of their deaths. 
 
Many of the survivors contracted 
infections in hospital which are still 
affecting their recovery. 
 
The fire sparked nationwide protests 
against corruption and lack of 
accountability in Romania, which 
has one of the European Union’s 
least developed healthcare systems. 

The Colectiv club owners and local 
officials were put on trial, while 
Tolontan's investigations also led to 
a more general case about the use 
of diluted disinfectants in Romanian 
hospitals. 

Both trials resulted in prison 
sentences being handed out in 2019 
but they were not final and have 
been appealed.  
 
"For us it was most of all a 
satisfaction to know that the story 
will not be forgotten because the 
Oscars really bring an attention 
to the film that is unprecedented, 
basically for any film that gets 
nominated," Nanau told.

"Collective" is in the running for 
best international feature film and 
best documentary feature at the 
Oscars. 
 
Nanau said one grieving father had 
posted a letter to his deceased 
son on social media on the day the 
nominations were revealed. 

"We couldn't find the ways to help 
you back then, but at least we are 
happy now that this story will not 
be forgotten and most of all, that 
other people can learn from what 
we went through," Nanau said, 
quoting the letter. 
 
"Hopefully all we want for other 
people is not to go through the 
same things and understand how 
power works, how manipulation 
works."  
 
Nanau said he planned to travel 
to Los Angeles for the April 25 
ceremony. 
 
"We are in constant contact with 
the production team ... The whole 
ceremony will be treated as a film 
set ... and I think that should make 
it safe, it should be fine."

Power of Oscars keeps Romanian 
'Collective' tragedy in people's minds
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M
ixing high- and 
low-cost styles is a 
well-worn fashion 
trick, and Korean pop 
sensations BTS are 

taking the approach to a whole new 
level in marketing deals announced 
this week.  
 
After first agreeing with McDonald's 
to promote a new meal selling 
for just over $6, the seven-strong 
boyband have also been named 
brand ambassadors for Louis 
Vuitton, the purveyor of handbags 
that sell for well above $1,000. 
 
The Grammy-nominated South 
Korean group, which now releases 
English-language songs too, has 
topped the album charts several 
times in the United States.  
 
Louis Vuitton, the biggest sales 
driver at French luxury goods 
conglomerate LVMH, already 
works with a roster of celebrities to 
promote its wares, from actresses 

Emma Stone and Jennifer Connelly 
to actor and singer Jaden Smith.  
 
Many brand ambassadors have 
starred in advertising campaigns but 
also popped up in the front row at 
fashion shows, helping drive buzz 
on social media, a marketing avenue 
top luxury brands have invested 
heavily in.  
 
Asia - and especially China, where 
K-pop is also popular - provides 
major markets for luxury brands, 
and has fuelled sales bounces as 
COVID-19 restrictions ease. 

From McNuggets to Vuitton, K-pop's 
BTS notch up marketing deals

Louis Vuitton's menswear designer 
Virgil Abloh, known for his 
streetwear-style creations and who 
is friends with hip-hop star Kanye 
West, said the BTS partnership 
added "a modern chapter to 
the House, merging luxury and 
contemporary culture". 
 
Luxury brands have not traditionally 
liked working with so-called 
influencers who represent other 
labels that do not fit with their high-
end image, although the boundaries 
between sports and fashion for 
instance is starting to blur. 
 
"As disparate as their businesses 
might seem, McDonald's and Louis 
Vuitton share a need to onboard 
new generations of consumers," 
Carol Spieckerman, president at 
retail consultancy Spieckerman 
Retail, said. 
 
Louis Vuitton had no comment 
on BTS' McDonald's deal. Under 
that agreement, the band's meal 
will launch starting next month in 
nearly 50 countries, and will include 
chicken McNuggets, fries, and two 
dips. 
 
Neither Vuitton nor McDonald's 
disclosed any financial details.

ENTERTAINMENT
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T
he heartfelt Korean 
immigrant tale in "Minari" 
resonated with many 
Asian Americans, but for 
some in South Korea the 

film presented a far too dated view 
of immigration to the United States. 
 
"Minari", directed by a Korean-
American and produced in the 
United States, was nominated for 
six Academy Awards, including 
best picture, best director and best 
supporting actress for Youn Yuh-
jung, a historic first for a Korean 
actor. 
 
Released in the midst of the 
pandemic, the film's Korean 
elements and its Oscar nominations 
helped make it a commercial 
success in South Korea, where 
the film brought in $7 million of its 
total $11 million global box office 
receipts, compared with $2 million 
from showings in the United States, 
according to IMDb. 
 
In "Minari," the tale of a hard-luck 
immigrant farming family in rural 
Arkansas in the 1980s highlighted 
the heyday of immigration from 
South Korea to the United States. 
Today, however, it's a tale that is 
increasingly foreign to many South 
Koreans, especially younger people. 

"It is true that people are less 
interested in 'Minari' because of its 
topic, as these days it's mostly rich 
people who immigrate to America," 
said a 35-year-old teacher who only 
gave her surname, Jeong.  
 
About 350,000 Koreans were 
estimated to have immigrated to 
the United States in the 1980s after 
the liberalisation of overseas travel 
and studies. The annual tally peaked 
in 1986, at 30,500, but it slowed to 
8,000 a year in the 2000s, and then 
to about 4,000 after Washington 
tightened border controls after 
the September 11, 2001 attacks, 
according to South Korea's foreign 
ministry.  
 
Most new Korean immigrants to the 
United States are there for jobs or 
satisfy an investment requirement of 
nearly a million dollars, the ministry 
data showed.  
 
Racial tensions, highlighted by a 
recent Atlanta shooting in which four 
Koreans were killed, and the high 
numbers of coronavirus cases and 
deaths in the United States, have 
also cast a darker shadow on the 
idea of living there, said Park Soo-
hui, 69, who said she has relatives 
in the United States. Park said the 
film reminded of the hardships her 

relatives suffered after moving to the 
United States in the early 1990s. But 
her teenage granddaughter had a 
different thought.  
 
"They left hoping for a better life as 
they were not doing well here, and 
they went through a lot in their early 
days, including racial discrimination 
and family disputes," she said. "But 
as we watched the film together, 
my granddaughter was just envious, 
saying not everyone could go there." 
 
"Minari" is the second film in as 
many years to make history at the 
Academy Awards with its Korean 
connections, after the South Korea-
produced "Parasite" took the 2020 
awards by storm, snagging six 
nominations and four wins, including 
"Best Picture." 
 
It attracted more than 10 million 
viewers in South Korean theatres 
within two months of its release in 
2019, becoming one of the most 
watched films in Korean history. 
 
"Minari," which opened in South 
Korea on March 3, has drawn about 
925,000 viewers, Korean Film 
Council (KOFIC) data showed. 
 
More than "Minari" itself, South 
Koreans expressed more interest in 
the nomination for Youn, who plays a 
spunky grandmother who travels to 
the United States to take care of her 
grandchildren. 
 
Jung Duk-hyun, a culture critic, 
said the domestic audience could 
be more focused on Youn because 
she not only earned the Oscar 
nomination but also embodied an 
"independent, mischievous and 
cool grandma," an image of women 
increasingly pursued in Korean 
society.

Changing immigration trends colour 
'Minari' reception in South Korea
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U
zbekistan's government 
offered a glimpse of 
the lifestyle enjoyed 
by its former leader's 
children, promoting a 

luxury villa in 94 acres of grounds 
that it aims to auction off to a hotel 
developer. 
 
Featuring a winery, a disco hall, a 
private cinema, an amphitheatre, 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools, 
a tennis court and a Japanese winter 
garden, the confiscated property 
belonged to Gulnara Karimova, a 
daughter of Islam Karimov, who 
ruled the country for 27 years until 
his death in 2016. 
 
Located at a mountain lake resort 
around 100 kilometres (60 miles) 
northeast of the capital Tashkent, 
it also - in a country where the 
average monthly wage is $250 - 
features dozens of blue fir trees that 
officials said cost $5,000 each.

They did not say how much they 
expect to raise from the sale, but 
the villa's new owner would have 
to convert it into a hotel or a similar 
tourist attraction. Bids are due by 
April 30. 
 
Once a successful businesswoman, 
Karimova, 48, fell out with her father 
about two years before his death. 

Uzbekistan seeks buyer for luxury villa 
of ex-leader's daughter

She was jailed in March 2019 for 
violating the terms of her house 
arrest after receiving a five-year 
sentence in 2015 on charges of 
embezzlement and extortion. 
 
She was then handed another 13-
year prison term on similar charges 
in a different case. She has denied 
any wrongdoing.

GLITZ AND RITZ



66 MAY-JUN 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

Stockings and a bloodied cloth for 
auction on Napoleon's bicentenary

P
rivate collectors have 
a rare opportunity next 
week to buy some of 
Napoleon Bonaparte's 
DNA when a blood-

stained cloth placed over his body 
during an autopsy goes on sale 
at an auction to mark the 200th 
anniversary of his death. 
 
The former French emperor died 
on May 5, 1821, aged 51, on the 
southern Atlantic Ocean island of 
Saint Helena, where he had been 
banished by the British following 
his defeat in 1815 at the Battle of 
Waterloo. Around 360 objects in 
total will be put on sale by auction 
house Osenat on May 5, with 
other highlights including a lock 
of Napoleon's hair, a pair of his silk 
stockings and a long-sleeved shirt 
embroidered with the letter 'N' in red 
stitching. 

The blood-stained cloth is estimated 
to fetch up to 15,000 euros ($18,000). 

It comes with a note written in 1875 
by the Duke of Bassano, whose 
father was gifted the bandage by 
the marquis of Montholon, a military 
general who followed Napoleon into 
exile on Saint Helena and stayed 
there until the emperor's death. 

"In this bloodstain you have the 
emperor's DNA. You cannot get 
more intimate than that," auctioneer 
Jean-Pierre Osenat told. Many of the 
artefacts on sale were brought back 

from Longwood House, Napoleon's 
final residence, a musty-smelling 
house on the windswept, rat-
infested island. 
 
The collection also includes an 
ornate plate Napoleon used to dine 
off and a crystal goblet, as well as 
items of clothing. 
 
"Napoleon owned a considerable 
number of shirts," said Osenat. "He 
was obsessed with cleanliness to 
the extreme. 

He took three to four baths a day, 
got through 20 to 30 litres a month 
of cologne and was always changing 
his shirts." 
 
His attire was part of a carefully 
crafted image. Napoleon and his 
'bicorne' hats are indelibly linked in 
the public imagination. 

In the early 19th century, such hats 
were worn with the corners pointing 
front and back, but Napoleon 
changed the angle to make himself 
noticed, said Jean-Christophe 
Chataignier, director of the auction 
house's Empire department. 
 
"Napoloeon wanted to create a look," 
said Chataignier.
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Polish scientists discover ancient 
Egyptian mummy was pregnant woman

A
n ancient Egyptian 
mummy once believed 
to be the remains of a 
male priest is actually 
the embalmed body 

of a woman in the third trimester of 
pregnancy, Polish scientists said. 
 
Marzena Ozarek-Szilke, an 
anthropologist at the Warsaw 
Mummy Project, was examining a 
CT scan of a mummy at the National 
Museum in the Polish capital when 
she spotted something peculiar.    
 
"When I looked at the lesser pelvis 
of our mummy I was interested in 
what was inside... I thought I saw a 
tiny foot," Ozarek-Szilke said. 
 
She asked her husband, an 
archaeologist who also worked on 
the project, to take a look. 
 
"My husband looked at the picture 
and as a father of three, he said: 
'Well, that's a foot'. At that moment 
... the whole picture started to come 
together," Ozarek-Szilke told.

The mummy came to Poland in 
the 19th century when the nascent 
University of Warsaw was creating 

an antiquities collection. For 
decades, it was thought the mummy 
belonged to an ancient Egyptian 
priest named Hor-Dehuti. 
 
However, in a discovery revealed 
in the Journal of Archaeological 
Science, scientists at the Warsaw 
Mummy Project said the mummy 
was in fact a woman in her twenties 
who was between 26 and 28 weeks 
pregnant.

The cause of death is not clear, but 
Ozarek-Szilke said the pregnancy 
may have had something to do with 
it.

"It is possible that the pregnancy 

itself contributed to the death 
of this woman. Now we have 
modern medicine, women who 
are between 20 and 30 weeks 
pregnant and something happens 
to the pregnancy, they have a 
chance to be rescued. It used to 
be impossible," she said.  
 
The discovery sheds some light 
on the little-known role of children 
in ancient Egypt and the religious 
beliefs of the time, but also raises 
many questions, according to 
Wojciech Ejsmond, co-director of 
the Warsaw Mummy Project. 
 
"What was the status of this child 
in the Egyptian religion? Did it 
have a soul, could it go to the 
afterlife on its own,  could it be 
reborn in the afterlife... if it was not 
yet born?" 
 
Ejsmond said scientists would 
study the mummy further to 
determine the cause of death and 
establish why the foetus was left 
in the body. 
 
"We must be open to all 
possibilities," he said.

ART-E-FACT
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S
exual violence is being 
used as a weapon of 
war in Ethiopia's Tigray, 
the UN aid chief told 
the Security Council, 

prompting the US envoy to 
challenge the body's silence, asking: 
"Do African lives not matter as much 
as those experiencing conflict in 
other countries?" 
 
The UN official, Mark Lowcock, said 
the humanitarian crisis in Tigray had 
deteriorated over the past month 
with challenges to aid access and 
people dying of hunger. He said 
the world body had not seen any 
proof that soldiers from neighboring 
Eritrea - accused of massacres and 
killings in Tigray - have withdrawn. 
 
"To be very clear: the conflict is not 
over and things are not improving," 
Lowcock said, according to his notes 
for the private briefing, which was 
requested by the United States.  
 
US Ambassador to the United 
Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield 
noted that the briefing was the 
fifth private council meeting since 
fighting between Ethiopia's federal 
government troops and Tigray's 
former ruling party began in 
November, according to diplomats 
familiar with her remarks.  
 
"The Security Council has been 
unified on Syria, Yemen and even on 
Burma, where we were able to come 
together to release a statement," she 
said, according to the diplomats. 
"We are asking the council to 
reconsider a statement on Ethiopia.

government-appointed interim 
administration in Tigray, told that 
at least 829 cases of sexual assault 
had been reported at five hospitals 
since the conflict began. 
 
"There is no doubt that sexual 
violence is being used in this 
conflict as a weapon of war," 
Lowcock said, adding the majority 
of rapes were committed by men 
in uniform, with accusations made 
against all the warring parties. 
 
"Nearly a quarter of reports 
received by one agency involve 
gang rape, with multiple men 
assaulting the victim; in some 
cases, women have been 
repeatedly raped over a period of 
days. Girls as young as eight are 
being targeted," Lowcock said.  
 
Ethiopia's UN ambassador, Taye 
Atskeselassie Amde, told the 
government was investigating 
all rights violations. He accused 
Lowcock of "behaving not like 
a humanitarian but a nemesis 
determined to exact some kind of 
retribution." 
 
"Human rights violations are too 
serious and grave to be subjected 
to speculations. It is unfortunate 
the head of OCHA (the UN 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs) resorted to 
such an act before the UN Security 
Council," he said, adding that "there 
is no gap in humanitarian access." 
 
Eritrea's UN mission in New York 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on 
Lowcock's remarks. Eritrean 
Information Minister Yemane 
Gebremeskel said that sexual 
violence and rape "are an 
abomination to Eritrean society" 
and should be harshly punished if 
they occurred.

Sexual violence being 
used as weapon of war in 
Ethiopia's Tigray, UN says

Victims need to know the Security 
Council cares about this conflict."  
 
The council has so far been unable 
to agree on a public statement on 
Tigray, with Western countries pitted 
against Russia and China, which 
diplomats say question whether the 
body - charged with maintaining 
international peace and security - 
should be involved in the crisis.  
 
The conflict has killed thousands 
of people and forced hundreds of 
thousands more from their homes 
in the mountainous region of about 
five million. Eritrea has been helping 
Ethiopian troops, although Eritrea 
has repeatedly denied its forces are 
in Tigray.  
 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed has acknowledged the 
Eritrean presence and the United 
Nations and the United States have 
demanded that Eritrean troops 
withdraw from Tigray.  
 
"Neither the UN nor any of the 
humanitarian agencies we work 
with have seen proof of Eritrean 
withdrawal," Lowcock said. 

GIRLS AS YOUNG AS 8 
TARGETED

Lowcock said he had received 
a report earlier that the that 150 
people had died from hunger in 
Tigray and warned that "starvation 
as a weapon of war is a violation." 
Dr Fasika Amdeselassie, the 
top public health official for the 
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T
he number of cross-
border drug trafficking 
cases referred to the 
European agency 
for prosecutorial 

cooperation nearly doubled in four 
years to 562 in 2020, partly driven by 
a huge increase in the production of 
synthetic drugs, the agency said. 
 
In a report published Eurojust said 
drug trafficking in the European 
Union alone has an estimated value 
of 30 billion euros ($36 billion) 
annually. 

The rapid rise of production 
of synthetic drugs such as 
methamphetamines and their sale 
via online market places on the 
darknet poses a big challenge to 
prosecutors across the European 
Union. 

"By rapidly changing the 
composition of chemicals used 
for these drugs ... or creating new 
substances, producers try to exploit 
legal gaps and avoid prosecution," 
Eurojust said in a statement. 
 
According to the report by the 
European prosecutor's body,  the 
total number of cases involving 
cross-border drug trafficking nearly 
doubled to 562 from 279 between 
2016 and 2020. Synthetic and other 

Cross-border drug trafficking 
cases nearly doubled in four 
years -EU agency

new drugs made up almost one-
third of them.  
 
The Eurojust report said producers 
of new psychoactive drugs often 
don't work in old-fashion hierarchical 
drug trafficking networks and sale 
and distribution are done online. 
 
"This phenomenon has increased 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
organised crime groups adapting 
quickly to an online environment, 
using secured communication 
channels, crypto-phones, 
cryptocurrencies and darknet 
markets," Eurojust said. 
 
Likewise consumers of the drugs are 
also shifting to the darknet, paying 
online and receiving the drugs in the 
mail, it added, making prosecution 
complicated.

Likewise consumers of the 
drugs are also shifting to 
the darknet, paying online 
and receiving the drugs in 
the mail, it added, making 
prosecution complicated.
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F
rom free school meals to 
decent work for adults, 
African officials are 
working to bring child 
labourers who dropped 

out of school due to COVID-19 
back into the classroom to avoid a 
lost generation and meet a pledge 
to end child labour by 2025. 
 
With school closures, income 
losses, deepening poverty and 
limited social services, children 
across the continent have been 
forced into work - in gold mines 
in Mali, cocoa farms in Ivory Coast 
and hawking on the streets of 
Uganda. 
 
"It's very important ... to ensure 
that we don't lose a generation," 
Cynthia Samuel-Olonjuwon, the 
International Labour Organization 
(ILO) Regional Director for Africa, 
said in an interview.. 
 
"If we don't look after them, 
if we don't equip them, if we 
don't skill them up and prepare 
them, then they're not going to 
be useful in the labour market," 

said Samuel-Olonjuwon, who is 
also the ILO's Assistant Director-
General. The number of child 
labourers worldwide has dropped 
significantly to 152 million children 
from 246 million in 2000, but the 
United Nations (U.N.) fears the 
COVID-19 pandemic is set to 
reverse these gains. 
 
With one in five children working, 
Africa is the region most affected 
by underage labour and home to 
almost half of the world's child 
labourers, some 72 million children. 
 
The UN has made 2021 the 
International Year for the 
Elimination of Child Labour, saying 
urgent action was needed to meet 
a goal of ending the practice by 
2025. 
 
Many child labourers will need 
support to return to class, such as 
night schools, social assistance 
and free school meals, said African 
Union Commissioner Amira El Fadil. 
 
"School-feeding programmes 
address this issue of child labour 

indirectly," said El Fadil, whose work 
focuses on health, humanitarian 
affairs and social development.  
 
"In some countries, they don't only 
take the food to the children in 
the school, they take the food to 
the families," she said, adding that 
such programmes have proven 
successful in tackling child labour 
in Africa in the past. 
 
Providing more decent work for 
adults is also a top priority to 
stem child labour in Africa, where 
approximately 85% of employment 
is in the informal economy, said the 
ILO's Samuel-Olonjuwon. 
 
About 85% of Africa's child 
labourers work in agriculture, 
largely on family farms, according 
to the African Union's 10-year plan 
to eradicate child labour, adopted 
last year. 
 
Children are often taught to work 
at home and on the farm to learn 
responsibility - but this positive 
goal of socialising young people 
can sometimes lead to exploitation, 
child rights experts say. 
 
"Over the last 20 years ... a lot of 
work has been done to make 
member states in Africa recognise 
that child labour is a problem and 
that there's a difference between 
child labour and socialisation," 
Samuel-Olonjuwon said. 
 
"I'm so pleased that things have 
moved from that, but it hasn't 
moved fast enough. And I'm hoping 
that the fact that we know that we 
have only four years until 2025 will 
really propel us to take action."

Africa's children need to get back to 
school to avoid 'lost generation'
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C
rowds will return to 
Madrid's Las Ventas 
bullring for the first time 
since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic 

next month for a charity bullfight 
to raise money for matadors left 
jobless by COVID-19, officials said.  
 
Almost all of Spain's bullrings, 
or plazas, have remained closed 
for the last year due to lockdown 
restrictions - plunging the 
controversial spectacle and its 
matadors into financial crisis.  
 
A maximum of 6,000 people 
will be allowed in to watch the 
May 2 bullfight, Madrid's regional 
government said. That is equivalent 
to 40% capacity as the arena, 
considered the world's most 
important bullring by fans. 
 
Face masks will be mandatory and 

strict social distancing measures will 
be in place at the event. 
 
Major bullfighting festivals such 
as San Isidro, Sevilla's April Fair, 
and Pamplona's San Fermin in 
July were cancelled last year, with 

Madrid to host charity bullfight for 
matadors left jobless by COVID-19

bulls being sent from ranches 
straight to the slaughterhouse. 
 
But even before lockdown bans 
brought bullfighting to a virtual 
standstill, the traditional emblem 
of Spanish culture  had been 
struggling for survival in recent 
years. 
 
Attitudes towards bullfighting 
differ among Spaniards with some 
considering it an essential part of 
the culture while others say it is a 
cruel spectacle. 
 
A 2019 poll for El Español, an 
online newspaper, found 56.4% of 
Spaniards opposed bullfighting, 
while 24.7% supported it and 
18.9% were indifferent.   
 
In recent years, local 
governments have cut funding 
for fiestas, left-wing politicians 
oppose it, and a highly vocal anti-
bullfight movement has grabbed 
headlines.

PANDEMIC WARRIORS
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Judge Thomas Masuku refused, 
however, saying such an order 
would be "judicial overreach".  
 
Namibia's legal system does not 
recognise same-sex marriages and 
criminalises sexual contact between 
men, though the law is seldom, if 

N
amibia's High Court 
ruled against a gay 
couple battling 
to obtain travel 
documents for their 

twin daughters, born to a surrogate 
in South Africa, after authorities 
refused to do so on the basis the 
infants were not citizens. 
 
Namibian Phillip Luhl and his 
Mexican husband Guillermo 
Delgado had already been fighting 
for citizenship for their two-year-
old son when the twins, born in 
March, were refused the documents 
required to enter Namibia. Namibian 
authorities say Luhl must prove a 
genetic link to the children. 
 
In an urgent application to the court, 
the fathers asked the judge to 
compel the home affairs ministry to 
issue the documents to bring their 
new daughters home.

ever, enforced. The Ministry of Home 
Affairs said no one was immediately 
available to comment on the ruling. 
Luhl told that the couple would have 
to study the ruling before deciding 
on the next steps.  
 
"(It's an) unexpected judgment and, 
on a personal level, quite a big 
blow to us," he said, adding it was 
evidence of resistance at all levels in 
Namibia on progress towards equal 
rights.  
 
While the South African surrogacy 
process requires a genetic link, 
the couple argue that requiring 
evidence of a genetic link to obtain 
citizenship has no basis in law and 
was discriminatory, because both 
fathers are legal parents.  
 
Ruling means the family will remain 
separated, with Luhl in South Africa 
with the twins and Delgado in 
Namibia with the couple's son, while 
a judgment in their larger citizenship 
case is pending.  
 
Human Rights lawyer Norman 
Tjombe, who was not involved in 
the case, said the judgment was 
a blatant violation of the rights 
of the children and reflected the 
government's stance on same-sex 
marriage.  
 
"Had the children being born from a 
heterosexual marriage, no questions 
would have been asked about 
the paternity," he said, adding the 
children were entitled to citizenship 
by descent like any other child born 
outside the country to a Namibian 
parent.

Namibian court rules against gay 
couple in fight to take newborn 
daughters home
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ALLIANCES
"While Laschet and Soeder are 
still fighting in the arena and the 
potential damage to the party 
could be great, the Greens have 
delivered a masterpiece of political 
professionalism," ING economist 
Carsten Brzeski said. 
 
The Greens, who were born in 1980 
out of the ecologist movement 
of the late 1960s and 1970s, 
govern the southwestern state of 
Baden-Wuerttemberg, a former 
conservative stronghold. 
 
A Forsa poll last week put support 
for the Greens on 23%, behind 27% 
for Merkel's alliance. 
 
To lead a coalition government, 
the Greens could team up with the 
left-leaning Social Democrats (SPD), 
which the Forsa poll showed to have 
15% support, and the liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP), at 9%. Another 
three-way tie-up could be with the 
SPD and the far-left Linke.

In a more likely scenario, given the 
current numbers, the Greens could 
also join government as junior 
partner to Merkel's conservatives. 
 
Finance Minister and SPD chancellor 
candidate Olaf Scholz was quick 
to congratulate Baerbock on her 
candidacy, tweeting that he was 
"looking forward to an exciting and 
fair competition". 
 
A person close to Scholz, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said that 
Scholz and Baerbock had a good 
and professional relationship and 
their parties had many overlapping 
policy goals.

T
he co-leader of 
Germany's Greens, 
Annalena Baerbock, 
said she would run to 
become chancellor in 

September's elections, the first time 
the left-leaning party has sought the 
top job in its 40-year history. 
 
Baerbock, a former champion 
trampolinist who has seen support 
for her party rise over the past year, 
said she would offer a "new start" 
and focus on investing in education, 
digital and green technologies. 
 
Analysts said the chance of an 
outright win for the ecologist party 
was still a long shot - though the 
Greens have become a formidable 
force that has profited from voters' 
fatigue with Chancellor Angela 
Merkel's conservatives.  
 
Baerbock's group still trails the 
conservatives by around five 
points in the polls, despite signs of 
divisions in the conservative camp 
that has ruled Germany for 16 years.

Baerbock, 40, sought to allay 
fears about her relative lack of 
experience. "Democracy lives 
off change. Yes, I was never a 
chancellor and never a minister," she 
told a news conference. "I stand for 
renewal. Other stand for the status-
quo." 
 
"We would like to lead this 
government - but since politics is 
not a wish-fulfillment exercise, it will 
be up to the voters to decide who 
will come out of this election with 
how much strength," she added.

Baerbock was nominated for the 
chancellorship by her party and 
formally presented by co-leader 
Robert Habeck - an orderly process 
that stood in contrast to public 
divisions among the conservatives. 
 
Armin Laschet, chairman of the 
Christian Democrats (CDU) and 
Markus Soeder of their CSU 
Bavarian sister party, remained at 
loggerheads over which of them 
should lead their increasingly 
strained alliance.

Promising change, Germany's Greens 
make first bid for chancellery
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F
rancois Mayor nudged 
back on the power and 
made a subtle adjustment 
on the wheel as he coaxed 
his cargo vessel through a 

narrow point in the Suez Canal -- not 
the Egyptian one, but a replica in the 
middle of a French forest. 
 
This stretch of water was built to 
train ship captains and maritime 
pilots how to navigate the Suez 
Canal -- a skill now in the spotlight 
after the Ever Given cargo ship got 
wedged in the Egyptian waterway 
last month in high winds and a 
sandstorm. 
 
The channel is built to one twenty-
fifth the scale of a section of the real 
Suez Canal. Trainees have to steer 
through scale models of massive 
container ships without getting 
stuck.  
 
"It's a bit hard to recreate 
sandstorms," said Mayor, the 
managing director of the Port Revel 

training facility, built around a lake in 
eastern France. "But we have gusts 
of wind which will push our ship to 
one side or another."  
 
During training on the mini-Suez 
canal, instructors simulate steering 
problems and engine outages to see 
how the trainees react.  
 

On a French lake, mariners learn how 
not to get stuck in Suez canal

"You have little space to manoeuvre. 
You have to be particularly 
focussed," said Mayor. 
 
Located in the foothills of the Alps, 
The Port Revel facility is designed to 
replicate some of the trickiest spots 
in global shipping.   
 
There is also a mini-San Francisco 
Bay, and an imitation Port Arthur, 
Texas, for lessons on docking and 
manoeuvring cruise ships and 
tankers in crowded ports. Under-
water turbines replicate currents and 
waves. 
 
Mayor said the incident with the Ever 
Given, which blocked the Suez canal 
for six days and choked global trade, 
may prompt shipping companies to 
send their staff for refresher courses. 
 
"After each accident... we see new 
clients coming," said Mayor. "The 
cost of training at Port Revel is 
nothing like the cost of having a 
vessel like that stuck for a day."

WRACKING BRAINS
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A 
group of chocolatiers in 
Spain's Basque Country 
are creating a version 
of "Guernica", Pablo 
Picasso's masterpiece 

representing the bombing of a small 
Basque town in 1937, to showcase 
their skills and celebrate their 
cultural heritage. 
 
Guernica, one of the world's most 
famous paintings, was Picasso's 
response to the bombardment, 
carried out by war planes from 
Nazi Germany and fascist Italy to 
assist the forces of fascist general 
Francisco Franco during the Spanish 
Civil War. 
 
The immense cubist painting, which 
hangs in the Reina Sofia art gallery 
in Madrid, depicts a harrowing scene 
in black and white full of tormented 
human and animal figures. 
 
For many Basque people, the 
memory of the bombing and 
Picasso's visceral artistic response 
form part of their cultural identity.

To mark the 85th anniversary of 
the bombing, a group of about 40 
chocolatiers from a local association 
called Euskal Gozogileak have 
been collaborating to produce an 
interpretation of Guernica made out 
of chocolate of different colours. 
 
"There is this part of suffering, this 
part of peace. There is a message 
of hope," said Lorena Gomez, the 
group's president. "For us it is also 
very emblematic of our homeland." 
The project is a technical challenge 

Basque chocolatiers recreate 'Guernica' 
in show of skill and cultural pride

due to the vast size of the painting, 
which is almost 3.5 metres high and 
8 metres wide. The chocolatiers, 
who have been working in an 
industrial kitchen in the small town 
of Lezo, have tackled it by making 14 
separate chocolate slabs. 
 
"We have had to match up different 
templates, colours and images and 
we had our work cut out for us," 
said Ismael Sayalero, one of the 
chocolatiers involved. "Maybe we 
missed a few details but I think it 
turned out pretty well." 
 
The final result will be shown in 
several locations, including in the 
town of Guernica. 
 
As well as partaking of an important 
event in the cultural calendar, 
the chocolatiers wanted to draw 
attention to the high level of 
craftsmanship their profession 
requires. 
 
"Confectionery has always been 
the poor sister of haute cuisine," 
said Gomez. "What we want is to 
bring the sector the recognition it 
deserves, like fine dining."

CULINARY CRAZE
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U
S President Joe 
Biden said that the 
1915 massacres of 
Armenians in the 
Ottoman Empire 

constituted genocide, a historic 
declaration that infuriated Turkey 
and further strained frayed ties 
between the two NATO allies. 
 
The largely symbolic move, 
breaking away from decades of 
carefully calibrated language from 
the White House, was welcomed by 
the Armenian diaspora in the United 
States, but comes at a time when 
Ankara and Washington grapple 
with deep policy disagreements 
over a host of issues. 
 
Turkey's government and most of 
the opposition showed rare unity in 
their rejection of Biden's statement. 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said Turkey "entirely rejects" the US 

decision which he said was based 
"solely on populism", while the 
opposition denounced it as a "major 
mistake". 
 
Biden's message was met with 
"great enthusiasm" by the people of 
Armenia and Armenians worldwide, 

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan wrote in a letter to the US 
president.  
 
In his statement, Biden said the 
American people honor "all those 
Armenians who perished in the 
genocide that began 106 years ago 
today." 
 
"Over the decades Armenian 
immigrants have enriched the 
United States in countless ways, 
but they have never forgotten the 
tragic history," Biden said. "We honor 
their story. We see that pain. We 
affirm the history. We do this not to 
cast blame but to ensure that what 
happened is never repeated."  
 
In comments that sought to soften 
the blow, a senior administration 
official told reporters that 
Washington continued to see 
Turkey as critical NATO ally and was 
encouraging Armenia and Turkey to 
pursue reconciliation.

In historic move, Biden says 
1915 massacres of Armenians 
constitute genocide

MIND-SPEAK
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For decades, measures recognizing 
the Armenian genocide stalled 
in the US Congress and most US 
presidents have refrained from 
calling it that, stymied by concerns 
about relations with Turkey and 
intense lobbying by Ankara. Ronald 
Reagan, the former US president 
from California, a hub for the 
Armenian diaspora in the United 
States, had been the only US 
president to publicly call the killings 
genocide.  
 
Turkey accepts that many Armenians 
living in the Ottoman Empire were 
killed in clashes with Ottoman forces 
during World War One, but contests 
the figures and denies the killings 
were systematically orchestrated 
and constitute a genocide. 
 
In Montebello, California, a city in 
Los Angeles County that is home 
to many Armenian-Americans, 
members of the community held a 
small and somber ceremony during 
which they placed a cross made 
of flowers at a monument to the 
victims. Some attendees wore pins 
reading "genocide denied genocide 
repeated." 
 
Raffi Hamparian, chairman of 
Armenian National Committee of 

America, said in a statement that 
Biden's "principled stand ... pivots 
America toward the justice deserved 
and the security required for the 
future of the Armenian nation." 

'RELATIONS ALREADY 
IN SHAMBLES'

A year ago, while still a presidential 
candidate, Biden commemorated 
the 1.5 million Armenian men, 
women and children who lost 
their lives in the final years of the 
Ottoman Empire and said he would 
back efforts to recognise those 
killings as a genocide. 
 
Ties between Ankara and 
Washington have been strained 
over issues ranging from Turkey's 
purchase of Russian S-400 air 
defense systems - over which it was 
the target of US sanctions - to policy 
differences in Syria, human rights 
and a court case targeting Turkey's 
majority state-owned Halkbank.  
 
Biden's declaration follows a non-
binding resolution by the US Senate 
adopted unanimously in 2019 
recognizing the killings as genocide.  
Previous US presidents have 
abandoned campaign promises to 

recognize the Armenian genocide for 
fear of damaging US-Turkish relations, 
said Nicholas Danforth, non-resident 
fellow for The Hellenic Foundation for 
European and Foreign Policy.  
 
"With relations already in shambles, 
there was nothing to stop Biden from 
following through," said Danforth. 
"Ankara has no allies left in the US 
government to lobby against this and 
Washington isn't worried whether it 
angers Turkey anymore."  
 
Turkey's President Tayyip Erdogan 
had established a close bond 
with former US President Donald 
Trump, but since Biden took over, 
Washington has grown more vocal 
about Turkey's human rights track 
record. It has also stood firm on its 
demand that Ankara get rid of the 
Russian defense systems. 
 
Biden had also delayed having a 
telephone conversation with Erdogan 
until recently -- seen largely as a cold 
shoulder to the Turkish president 
-- when he informed him of his 
decision to recognize the massacres 
as genocide. 
 
Despite the tense relations, Erdogan 
and Biden are due to meet in June 
on the sidelines of a NATO summit in 
Brussels.  
 
The recent announcement was 
slammed by the Turkish government 
and several opposition politicians. 
Faik Oztrak, spokesman for the main 
opposition Republican People's 
Party, said "it will open wounds that 
will be difficult to repair not only on 
US-Turkey ties but also on a potential 
compromise between the people of 
Armenia and Turkey." 
 
The US Embassy in Turkey said its 
missions in the country would be 
closed soon for visa services due to 
the possibility of protests.

MIND-SPEAK
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F
ormer Sri Lankan 
all-rounder Dilhara 
Lokuhettige has been 
banned from cricket 
for eight years due to 

corruption, the International Cricket 
Council said. 
 
Lokuhettige, who played nine 
one-dayers and two Twenty20 
internationals for Sri Lanka, was 
charged with three counts of 
breaching the anti-corruption code 
of world governing body. 
 
The ICC Anti-Corruption Tribunal 
found the bowling all-rounder guilty 

on all charges relating to a 10-over 
league in the United Arab Emirates. 
 
"Having represented Sri Lanka 
in international cricket, Dilhara 
had attended a number of anti-

Cricket-Former Sri Lanka player 
Lokuhettige gets eight-year ban for 
corruption

corruption education sessions and 
would have known his actions were 
a breach of the Code," said Alex 
Marshall, ICC General Manager – 
Integrity Unit. 
 
"The severity of the sanction reflects 
the seriousness of his offences and 
his continued refusal to cooperate 
and should serve as a deterrent for 
anyone considering getting involved 
in corruption of any kind." 
 
The 40-year-old's ban will be 
backdated to April 3, 2019, when he 
was provisionally suspended by the 
ICC.

The ICC Anti-Corruption 
Tribunal found the bowling 
all-rounder guilty on all 
charges relating to a 10-
over league in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

SPORTS
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We	are	a	Sedex	approved	facility	with	with	high	ethical	standards	geared	up	to	
manufacture	the	best	quality	fashion	jersey	wear	and	knit	wear.	Creative	
Clothing	is	already	an	established	CMT	supplier	to	Next,	Arcadia,	New	Look,	
River	Island	etc.		
	

	
With	over	300	employees	we	
manufacture	over	100,000	
garments	a	month.	
	
Creative	Clothing	works	with	
fashion	houses	in	the	UK	and	
works	on	a	CMT	base	model.	
We	pride	ourselves	on	
cultivating	a	special	
understanding	with	our	
customers	in	order	to	grow	
consistently.	Having	a	
partnership	with	a	factory	like	
us	who	is	established	in	the	
UAE	is	prominent		
	
To	get	in	touch	with	us	or	to	learn	
more	about	manufacturing	with	
us	please	call	us	on	the	following:	
+971555479701	or	you	can	email	
us	on:	
ahmed@creativeclothingco.com	

Creative	Clothing	Company	FZC	is	one	of	the	leading	CMT	
factories	in	the	Middle	East	established	in	the	year	2000,	
renowned	for	the	manufacture	of	detailed,	complicated	
garments.	With	talented	production	staff	that	understands	
and	caters	for	the	UK	High	St	retailers.		
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