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The importance of being 
‘earnest’ on social media

When social 
media declared 
its existence 

in the early 2000s, it was 
akin to a treasure trove of 
opportunities for people. 
However, what was once 
seen as an endless source of 
learning and communication, 
gradually turned out to be a 
Pandora’s box, with rampant 
misuse of information and 
online abuse rearing its ugly 
head.  The warped sense 
of comfort that comes with 
being hidden behind the 
screens of a computer or a 
smartphone subconsciously, 
vested a few of the 
netizens with the feeling 
of being indisputable and 
unaccountable.

It was appalling to see a 
revered Army veteran like 
Captain Tom Moore, who 
instilled hope during the 
COVID lockdown by walking 
lengths of his garden to raise 
£38.9 million pounds for the 
National Health Service, 
being subjected to online 
abuse before he died at 
the age of 100, on February 
2. As his daughter Hannah 
Ingram-Moore spoke in utter 
disappointment, how even 
an incredible act like this 
can attract such negativity 
from people. From children 
to people as old as Captain 
Tom Moore, from teenagers, 
college students to 
celebrities, across the world, 
umpteen number of people 
have fallen prey to the same.

Recent reportage of rising 
online abuse of children in 

the UK highlights the extent 
to which this social evil has 
seeped into the virtual world. 
According to National Crime 
Agency, UK’s child abuse 
image database is seeing 
itself dangerously grow by 
500,000 every two months. 
What needs to be noted 
is that often such abusive 
messages are shared on 
websites, which are easy to 
access and are out in the 
open.

Another landmark survey 
conducted last year by 
Plan International found 
out that online violence 
against women has been 
growing. It brought to light 
that in Australia, 65 % of 1000 
respondents were exposed 
to internet abuse and 
one in five feared for their 
physical safety.  Harrowing 
experiences of online 
violence against girls and 
women across more than 
20 countries were found in 
the survey, as they opened 
up about receiving explicit 
messages, cyberstalking and 
pornographic photos, among 
few others.

This year saw a slew of 
online abuse clubbed 
with racist slurs aimed at 
popular football players 
too.  Players such as Marcus 
Rashford, Anthony Martial, 
Axel Tuanzebe and Lauren 
James as well as West 
Bromwich Albion's Romaine 
Sawyers, Chelsea's Reece 
James and Southampton's 
Alex Jankewitz have been 
subjected to racist abuse 

online in recent weeks. 
It had gotten to a point 
where the government 
held discussions with the 
players, which was attended 
by Liverpool captain 
Jordan Henderson and 
former England women's 
international Karen Carney.

Facebook head of content 
policy Fadzai Madzingira 
recently spoke about taking 
tougher measures about 
accounts violating their 
community standards.

In addition to players, 
celebrities too have been 
targeted online such as 
singer Zayn Malik, Selena 
Gomez, Demi Lovato, Ed 
Sheeran and Taylor Swift.  

Whether it has been 
spewing hurtful comments 
or spreading misinformation 
as news, a lot of them have 
had lethal impacts on the 
users. Alison Phillips, editor 
of a prominent newspaper, 
talked about how most of 
the times, "on social media 
there is no backstory of 
why these stories are being 
said. There was a need “to 
prise apart” the difference 
between somebody in their 
grandmother’s bedroom 
in Kansas masquerading 
as news and news from 
established sources."

While there are ways to 
ensure law and order in a 
society and to clearly set 
guidelines of a decorum that 
has to be maintained as a 
citizen, many countries are 
still on a test and trial stage, 

when it comes to dealing 
with online abuse, spread of 
misinformation or intrusion of 
privacy.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin recently reiterated how 
the internet, being highly 
pervasive, must follow not 
only the legal rules, but also 
the moral rules of the society.

Australia's latest move 
prompting media giants 
such as Facebook to make 
payments for contents to 
local news publishers is seen 
as a revolutionary move and 
the first step towards setting 
clear guidelines of behaviour 
and mechanism for the 
online platforms and users, in 
general. This move triggered 
another much-needed action 
against online bullying in 
the country, after the online 
safety bill was passed in the 
parliament recently. It aims at 
ascribing powers to Australia's 
esafety commissioner and 
would target bullying and 
harassment online.

With Australia being the 
first country to take a step in 
this regard, other countries 
would hopefully follow suit, 
so as to make the online 
space a safer place to be in, 
expressing opinions, gathering 
information and have an even 
more transparent existence in 
the virtual world.
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When 2020 
dawned, 
it was 
going 

to be just another year, 
but with a fancy ring to 
its name. The world was 
all set to start afresh, but 
nothing prepared it for the 
novel coronavirus. The 
pandemic took away from 
the people, the warmth of 
human touch, the placidity 
of close interaction and 
everything we knew about 
being in proximity to one 
another. Amid the storm 
that ensued from that 
moment on, the man right 
in the middle of it all has 

been Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, the Director-
General of World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

Dr Tedros’ rise to his current 
role can be traced back 
to the day he envisioned 
how the world must be in 
the future. Growing up in 
Ethiopia amid death and 
disease, a young Tedros 
realised early on about 
the fight for survival. He 
was only seven-year-old 
when he lost his three-
year old younger brother 
to measles. That changed 
the way he looked at the 

 Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, the WHO chief 

is caught in an uncertain 
storm plaguing the world 

and he has vowed to rein in 
the pandemonium that has 
wreaked havoc on the lives 
of millions. Here is a look at 

his life story and what makes 
him stand up against the 

challenging new pandemic 

>>>

COVER STORY
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world. It planted a vision in 
him and in 2017 when he 
ran for the post of Director-
General of the WHO, he 
shared that vision, he said 
that he refuses to accept 
that people have to die just 
because they are poor.

“All roads should lead to 
universal health coverage. 
I will not rest until we have 
met this.” These were 
Dr Tedros’ words in his 
opening speech as WHO’s 
Chief. 

Transforming 
Ethiopia’s health 
system

For years the perceived 
notion about Ethiopia was 
that of a country drowning 
in a broken healthcare 
system. Much remains 
to be changed today as 
the nation continues to 
struggle amid internal 

conflicts, uneven economic 
development and a 
delicate political situation.

The world's view of 
Ethiopia, however, changed 
for a brief moment when 
Dr Tedros took over as the 
Director-General of WHO. 
People from across Africa 
rejoiced at his success and 
those around the globe for 
the first time saw Ethiopia 
in a different light, as he 
was the first African to hold 
the position. 

Before he was chosen for 
the WHO’s top seat, Dr 
Tedros had been a health 
expert. Back in Africa, he 
had played an active role 
in the global fight against 
Malaria, HIV/AIDS and 
maternal and child health 
care. 

Tedros was born in 1965 
in Asmara, Ethiopia. The 
region is now the capital 
of a young nation, Eritrea, 
after gaining independence 

Former US President Donald Trump charged that 
the WHO had mismanaged the whole pandemic 
since the novel coronavirus first emerged 
in China. He claimed that the WHO failed to 
‘adequately obtain, vet and share information in 
a timely and transparent manner.’ 
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from its motherland in 1991. 
In Eritrea, the Tirginiyas 
constitute more than 55% 
of its diverse population. 
Tedros grew up in this 
erstwhile Tigray region 
of northern Ethiopia. He 
also has his familial roots 
in Enderta Awrajja of the 
Tigray province. 

Unlike Eritrea, in Ethiopia, 
the Trigriniyans form only 
about 6% of its diverse 
ethnic population; but 
they had a dominant grip 
in the country’s political 
sphere, right to the core of 
its foundation. They were 
called the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TLPF) - an 
ethno-nationalistic front 
- which sported a Marxist 
ideology. Tedros was an 
active member of this 
political group. 

A large section of Ethiopia’s 
population always had to 
depend on Global Health 
Programmes, for meeting 
many of their basic health 

requirements. TLPF has 
been alleged to have 
provided conditioned 
access and supply to 
people in return for 
their allegiance towards 
their party. Ethiopia had 
successfully procured 
billions of dollars as foreign 
funding for its Health 

infrastructure, but not all 
ethnic populations were 
recipients of its benefits. 

The Human Rights Watch 
had observed in 2010 
that ‘the government had 
used donor-supported 
programme, salaries, and 
training opportunities as 

political weapons to control 
the population, punish 
dissent, and undermine 
political opponents—both 
real and perceived.’ 

Dr Tedros was a man 
who actively handled the 
Ministries of Health and 
Foreign Affairs in Ethiopia, 
as a member of the TLPF.  

During his tenure as the 
Health Minister of Ethiopia, 
between 2005-2012, HIV 
infections dropped by 90%; 

Trump  also 
claimed about 
a few initial 
days, when the 
WHO allegedly 
downplayed the 
virus
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Malaria mortality was down 
by 75%, and child-mortality 
dropped by two-thirds 
among many other key 
achievements. 

Under his reign, the number 
of health professionals and 
centres had significantly 
increased, and healthcare 
was apparently becoming 
the cornerstone of 
Ethiopia’s rise to global 
attention. There are claims 
that under Dr Tedros’ 
leadership, Ethiopia 
witnessed a seven-fold 
increase in its number 
of health professionals. 
Later, from 2012 to 2016, 
when he was the country’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr Tedros led efforts to 
negotiate the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda, in which 
193 countries strongly 
committed to the financing 
necessary to achieve 
sustainable development 
goals - the need of the 
hour for the world. 

Before WHO, Dr Tedros 
had also played a key role 
in championing notable 
economic, social, and 
political developments in 
other African Nations, too - 
he was the Chairman of the 
Executive Council of the 
African Union (AU). 

The cholera 
controversy

While Tedros was one 
of the most influential 
political figures in the 
African continent, not many 
approve of his response to 
epidemics in the region, 
like the Cholera crisis.

 International organisations 
who visited Ethiopia 
admitted that Cholera 
was intentionally being 
mentioned as ‘Acute 
Watery Diarrhoea’; and 
since 2006, three cholera 
outbreaks have ravaged 
the Ethiopians. Tedros was 

at the heart of this cover-
up.

Road to the 
World Health 
Organisation

Tedros holds a Doctorate 
of Philosophy (PhD) in 
Community Health from the 
University of Nottingham, 
and a Master of Science 
(MSc) in Immunology & 
Infectious Diseases, and 
has handled a wide array 
of responsibilities - as a 
health scholar, researcher, 
and diplomat, with the 
first-hand experience in 
emergency responses 
to epidemics - before he 
took office as Director-
General of the WHO at the 
Seventieth World Health 
Assembly in May 2017, for 
a five-year term. Dr Tedros 
was nominated for the top 
WHO post by the then 
conflict-ridden Ethiopian 
Government under the 

TLPF; but most importantly, 
he was endorsed by the 55 
African UN member states. 

Fast-tracking the 
WHO

Tedros was praised by 
experts for his efforts to 
reform the WHO. He was 
instrumental in changing 
the way the agency  
reacted to the unfolding 
health crisis, they were 
swift and comprehensive, 
something that was missing 
under his predecessor, 
Margaret Chan. Experts 
noted that it was one of 
the biggest shortcomings 
of WHO, especially during 
the Ebola epidemic in West 
Africa back in 2013-14.

WHO’s tweet on 
January 4, 2020: 
#China has 
reported to 
WHO a cluster 
of #pneumonia 
cases-with 
no deaths- in 
Wuhan, Hubei 
Province CN . 
Investigations 
are underway 
to identify the 
cause of this 
illness

- @WHO)
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The WHO Vs 
COVID-19 
It was widely perceived 
around the world that the 
WHO had withheld crucial 
information regarding the 
novel coronavirus during 
the initial days of the 
outbreak. Even after the 
Chinese Scientist, Zhong 
Nanshan confirmed on 
January 21 that the virus 
can be transmitted from 
person to person, the 
WHO was still unsure 
about declaring a public 
emergency.

Experts estimated that 
the SARS-CoV-2 arose in 
October on November 
2019. The first known 
human infections were 
reported from Wuhan and 
Hubei in China. Official 
publications from the WHO 
reports mark the earliest 
onset of symptoms as 8 
December 2019. The WHO 
and Chinese authorities 

confirmed human-to-
human transmission by 
20th January 2020.

Dr Tedros was widely 
criticised for his slow-
paced response, as it 
could have made a huge 
difference in the way the 
world responded to the 
pandemic.

After WHO’s initial mission 
to Wuhan, Dr Tedros 
formed a committee of 15 
independent experts from 
around the world to advise 
him if the situation called 
for a public emergency 
of international concern. 
However, due to limited 
data available on the virus, 
the committee decided to 

reconvene after 10 days. 
It was widely viewed as 
sluggish on the WHO’s 
part, when they initially 
requested information from 
the Chinese officials on the 
reported cluster of atypical 
pneumonia cases in Wuhan 
on January 1, 2020. 

He was called out by 
former US President 
Donald Trump for showing 
undue consideration for the 
Chinese government. As a 
result Trump temporarily 
froze US payments to the 
WHO. While the move 
was heavily criticised by 
world leaders, it remains 
a fact that Dr Tedros had 
developed close relations 
with China when he was 
the health minister.

On February 4, 2020, 
during the WHO’s technical 
briefing of the executive 
board, Dr Tedros urged 
the member states and 
said “ We have a window 
of opportunity. While 99% 
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of the cases are in China, 
the rest of the world has 
reported only 176 cases.” 
On March 11, 2020, Dr 
Tedros stressed to the 
world that the countries 
can still alter the course 
of the pandemic if they 
“detect, test, treat, isolate, 
trace and mobilise their 
people” in response to 
the pandemic. As most 
of the countries were 
caught off guard, the world 
depended on the WHO for 
credible information and 
directions to flatten the 
curve of Covid-19 cases. 
By March 30, 2020, the 
WHO had shipped nearly 2 
million individual items of 
protective gear to over 74 
countries. 

Ever since Trump’s exit, the 
world’s collective opinion 
on WHO’s response under 
Dr Tedros has improved. 
According to the study 
published on Pew Research 
Center (an American think 

tank based in Washington 
DC), a median of 63% of 
adults across 14 nations 
were of the view that the 
WHO had done a good job 
in handling the coronavirus 
outbreak. According to 
their survey, 53% of the 
Americans in the summer 
of 2020 shared the same 
view as opposed to spring 
the same year, when 51% 
thought that the WHO 
could have done a better 
job. In the most surveyed 
countries, such as Italy, 
two-thirds of women 
said the organisation had 
managed the outbreak 

well. Countries like the 
Netherlands, Denmark, and 
Spain sported a different 
view, but overall, the scales 
have gradually tipped in 
favour of Dr Tedros in time. 

Hailing the 
collective effort

In November 2020, Dr 
Tedros had commented 
on Canada’s efforts and 
approach towards the 
pandemic as exemplary. 
Italy’s genuine sacrifices 
were praised. Turkey’s 
efforts to curb Covid-19 

were lauded. In a tweet 
on February 25, 2021, Dr 
Tedros thanked India and 
its Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for helping over 60 
countries around the world 
to vaccinate their health 
workers and other priority 
groups. 

While this pattern 
of goodwill and 
encouragement is 
expected of an organisation 
of WHO’s stature, it should 
also be understood that 
the WHO has to work 
closely with its member 
countries to make inroads 
and be able to engage in 
their internal battles for 
public health. With limited 
funding, the WHO has to 
expediently work with the 
ruling governments to 
meet their targets. 

Probing the origin 
story of COVID-19 
and tackling 
conspiracy

 The WHO formed a team 
of experts to visit China 
to probe the origins of 
the COVID-19 in early 
2021. Though China 
had previously insisted 
that it was transparent, 
Beijing only agreed to 
the probe after months 
of negotiations with the 
WHO. China then went 
on to refuse access to 
the team of experts, who 
were already en-route to 
Wuhan, citing lack of visa 
clearance.

Dr Tedros said he was 
very disappointed that 

WHO’s tweet on January 14, 2020: 
Preliminary investigations conducted by 
the Chinese authorities have found no clear 
evidence of human-to-human transmission of 
the novel #coronavirus (2019-nCoV) identified 
in #Wuhan, #ChinaCN. 

-(@WHO)
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China had not yet finalised 
the permissions for the 
team's arrivals, "I have 
been assured that China is 
speeding up the internal 
procedure for the earliest 
possible deployment," he 
told media explaining that 
he had been in contact with 
senior Chinese officials to 
stress "that the mission is 
a priority for WHO and the 
international team."

When the 10-member team 
finally reached China, their 
trip was heavily controlled 
by Beijing. After the team 
concluded the probe, 
Tedros pointed out that 
this mission would not find 
all the answers. “Some of 
that work may lie outside 
the remit and scope of this 
mission. We have always 
said that this mission would 
not find all the answers, 
but it has added important 
information that takes us 
closer to understanding 
the origins of the COVID-19 
virus," he said.

The former administration 
of US President Donald 
Trump said it believed the 
virus may have escaped 
from a lab in the Chinese 
city of Wuhan, to which 
Tedros responded “Some 
questions have been 
raised as to whether some 
hypotheses have been 
discarded. Having spoken 

with some members of the 
team, I wish to confirm that 
all hypotheses remain open 
and require further analysis 
and study.”

The battle ahead

If the burden of 
expectations on the WHO 
was too demanding to 
perform in a blurry and 
uncertain first half of 2020, 
the WHO now faces a more 
lethal second part of the 
showdown, where most 
people seem to have let 
their defences down. The 
mortality rate is higher 
for the new strains, and 
they are more infectious. 
The variant P.1 from Brazil, 
according to scientists, 
contains an additional set 
of mutations that may affect 
its ability to be recognised 
by the antibodies. “The 
more the virus spreads, the 
higher the chance of new 
changes to the virus,” Dr 

Tedros had said in Geneva 
in January 2021. Dr Tedros 
has repeatedly stressed 
that it is not the time for 
complacency. 

The pandemic isn’t over, 
and the WHO is still on 
the job. Rwanda became 
the first African Nation to 
have received the Pfizer-
BioNTech coronavirus 
vaccine. Sudan, Guinea, 
and Côte d’Ivoire have 
begun their campaigns 
as well. Many countries 
are still on the waiting list. 
On one hand, the virus 
constantly changes its 
form, and on the other, 
the whole world has to be 
tended to - including the 
most impoverished and 
often neglected countries, 
and not just the cream 
of the UN members. The 
pandemic isn’t over, and 
braving all the odds, Dr 
Tedros has to expediently 
deliver, no matter what.
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A
s the finance 
industry 
prepares for life 
post-pandemic, 
commercial 

banks are moving quickly 
to harness working from 
home to cut costs, while 
investment banks are keen 
to get traders and advisers 
back to the office. 
 
HSBC and Lloyds are getting 
rid of as much as 40% of 
their office space as an easy 
way to make savings when 
bank profits have been 
crunched by the pandemic. 
 
But there are concerns that 
remote working does not 
benefit everyone. Junior 
staff miss out on socialising 

and learning opportunities 
and there are also risks 
home working can entrench 
gender inequality. 
 
At investment banks, where 
long hours in the office were 
the norm pre-pandemic, 
bosses say they want most 
people back where they can 
see them.  
 
HSBC plans to almost halve 
office space globally, as it 
aims to squeeze more use 
out of the remaining space 
and increase the number of 
staff per desk from just over 
one to closer to two. 
 
Britain's biggest domestic 
lender Lloyds plans to shrink 
its office space by a fifth 

within three years. Standard 
Chartered will cut a third of 
its space within four years, 
while Metro Bank said it 
would cut some 40% and 
make more use of branches. 
 
"We've had a period where 
flexible working has been 

tested in full, with about 
three quarters of people 
not based in offices as we 
used to call them, and the 
business has performed 
remarkably well," Andy 
Halford, Standard 
Chartered CFO, said. 
 
But major investment 
banks take a different view, 
with Goldman Sachs Chief 
Executive David Solomon 
pouring cold water on 
the potential of remote 
working. 
 
"It's not a new normal. It's 
an aberration that we're 
going to correct as soon as 
possible," he told a Credit 
Suisse conference recently.  
 
Barclays CEO Jes Staley, 
who last year said he 
thought the days of 7,000 
employees trudging into its 
Canary Wharf headquarters 
were numbered, is also 
unwilling to commit for now 
to large office closures.

Banks weigh up home working - 
the new normal or an aberration?

FINANCE
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The Barclays boss has said 
the bank had "no plan" to 
make a major real estate 
move as Britain's prolonged 
third lockdown had shown 
the strains of working from 
home. 
 
Nick Fahy, CEO of online 
lender Cynergy Bank, said 
working over screens often 
could not compete. "You 
might have a disagreement 
on this, that or the other 
but actually over the coffee 
machine or over a glass of 
wine or a bit of lunch, issues 
can be resolved."

UNINTENDED 
CONSEQUENCES

Some banks have acted 
quickly because they are 
used to flexing workforces 
in line with economic 
cycles, particularly in 
investment banks, Oliver 
Wyman principal Jessica 
Marlborough said. 
 
But some are waiting on 
analysis of staff productivity 
changes before making final 
decisions, while others were 

mindful junior staff may still 
prefer going into offices, she 
said. 
 
Banks are also concerned 
women may lose out from 
the shift to remote working.  
 
"We thought the pandemic 
would be a big leveller for 
women. But actually what 
we're starting to see is it's 
extremely challenging to 
get women to move jobs in 
a pandemic," Marlborough 
said. 
 
"Banks were making 
progress in hiring a more 
balanced workforce in 
terms of gender and other 
metrics, but they're actually 
struggling now (as banks are 
finding) they (women) are 
less likely to seek out a new 
job."     
 
Union leaders said part of 
the reason was that some 
women are juggling more 
childcare responsibilities 
during the pandemic. 
 
Dominic Hook, national 
officer for UK union 
Unite, said banks must 

ensure working from 
home is voluntary, use of 
surveillance tools is limited, 
and employers respect staff 
hours so work does not spill 
into evenings and weekends. 
 
"Our concern is that it won't 
actually be a choice and that 
banks will pressure staff to 
work from home," Hook said. 
 
There are also concerns 
hybrid working will favour 
employees who visit the 
office more regularly, as 
they can spend more time 
in person with colleagues 
and managers, said Richard 
Benson, managing director 
at Accenture Interactive.

The staff most likely to go 
back to the office are traders, 
bank executives said, while 
back-office functions such 
as finance, risk management 
and IT will spend more time 
working remotely.  
 
In Germany, Deutsche Bank 
said it had been challenging 
to adapt home office spaces 
for traders and expected 
many will want to return, but 
not all. 

"We will pay more 
attention to the personal 
circumstances at home. 
Dealers also have children 
or parents in need of care. 
We have become more 
sensitive," said Kristian 
Snellman, Deutsche 
Bank's head of investment 
banking transformation for 
Germany and EMEA. 
 
The trend to shed offices 
predated the pandemic 
as many banks made cuts 
after the 2007-09 financial 
crisis. Some have already 
made moves as a result 
of the pandemic, such as 
NatWest, which shut its 
tech hub in north London 
last summer.  
 
Retained offices are being 
remodelled, with desks 
removed to make way for 
collaboration and break 
space such as coffee areas, 
gardens and libraries, 
property consultancy 
Arcadis said. 
 
"It's not just about adding a 
ping pong table and table 
football and hoping it will 
work, it's about making 
sure people get downtime," 
said Sarah-Jane Osborne, 
head of workscape at 
Arcadis.         
 
David Duffy, CEO of Virgin 
Money, said the bank is 
among those planning to 
strip out office cubicles. 
 
"The world of large-scale 
populations returning to a 
tall skyscraper building to 
come in and do their e-mail 
in the office doesn't make 
any sense," he said.

FINANCE
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T
esla boss 
Elon Musk is 
a poster child 
of low-carbon 
technology. Yet 

the electric carmaker's 
backing of bitcoin this 
week could turbo-charge 
global use of a currency 
that's estimated to cause 
more pollution than a small 
country every year. 
 
Tesla Inc revealed on 
Monday it had bought $1.5 
billion of bitcoin and would 
soon accept it as payment 
for cars, sending the price of 
the cryptocurrency though 
the roof. 
 
So what's the problem, you 
may ask? Bitcoin's virtual, so 
it's not like it's made from 
paper or plastic, or even 
metal. 
 
The digital currency is 
created when high-powered 
computers compete against 
other machines to solve 
complex mathematical 
puzzles, an energy-intensive 

process that currently 
often relies  on fossil fuels, 
particularly coal, the dirtiest 
of them all. 
 
At current rates, such 
bitcoin "mining" devours 
about the same amount 
of energy annually as the 
Netherlands did in 2019, the 
latest available data from 
the University of Cambridge 
and the International Energy 
Agency shows.  
 
Bitcoin production is 
estimated to generate 
between 22 and 22.9 million 
metric tons of carbon 
dioxide emissions a year, 
or between the levels 
produced by Jordan and Sri 
Lanka, according to a 2019 
study in scientific journal 
Joule.

The landmark inclusion of 
the cryptocurrency in Tesla's 
investment portfolio could 
complicate the company's 
zero-emissions ethos, 
according to some investors, 
at a time when ESG - 

environmental, social and 
governance - considerations 
have become a major factor 
for global investors.  
 
"We are of course very 
concerned about the level 
of carbon dioxide emissions 
generated from bitcoin 
mining," said Ben Dear, CEO 
of Osmosis Investment 
Management, a sustainable 
investor managing around 
$2.2 billion in assets that 
holds Tesla stock in several 
portfolios.      
 
"We hope that when Tesla's 
bitcoin ventures are over, 
they will concentrate on 
measuring and disclosing 
to their market their full 
suite of environmental 
factors, and if they continue 
to buy or indeed start 
mining bitcoin, that they 
include the relevant energy 
consumption data in these 
disclosures."  
 
Still, it's not all eco-doom 
and gloom, and Tesla's 
bet on bitcoin comes amid 
growing attempts in the 
cryptocurrency industry to 
mitigate the environmental 
harm of mining. This 
movement could be 
advanced by billionaire 
entrepreneur Musk, who 
this week separately offered 
$100 million for inventions 
that could pull carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere 
or oceans.

The entrance of big 
corporations into the crypto 

market could also boost 
incentives to produce 
"green bitcoin" using 
renewable energy, some 
sustainability experts say. 
They add that companies 
could buy carbon credits to 
compensate too. 
 
Yet in the shorter term, 
Tesla's disclosure of 
its bitcoin investment, 
made in a securities 
filing, could indirectly 
serve to exacerbate the 
environmental costs of 
mining. 
 
Other companies are likely 
to follow its lead by buying 
into the currency, investors 
and industry experts say. 
Greater demand, and higher 
prices, lead to more miners 
competing to solve puzzles 
in the fastest time to win 
coin, using increasingly 
powerful computers that 
need more energy. 
 
"It's (bitcoin) not a 
sustainable investment 
and it's hard to make it 
sustainable with the kind 
of system it is built on," 
said Sanna Setterwall, a 
consultant at corporate 
sustainability advisory South 
Pole. 

CAN TESLA TURN 
BITCOIN GREEN?
Estimates on bitcoin's 
reliance on fossil fuels 
versus renewables vary, with 
detailed data on the bitcoin 
mining industry's energy mix 

Elon Musk wants clean power. But 
Tesla's carrying bitcoin's dirty baggage

CRYPTO-IMPACT
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hard to come by. Projects 
from Canada to Siberia are 
striving for ways to wean 
bitcoin mining away from 
fossil fuels, or at least to 
reduce its carbon footprint, 
and make the currency more 
palatable to mainstream 
investors. 
 
SJ Oh, a former bitcoin 
trader based in Hong Kong 
and a self-professed "tree-
hugger", was aware that his 
passion for the environment 
was somewhat at odds with 
his day job. So a year ago 
he co-founded Pow.re, a 
firm that runs green bitcoin 
mining operations in the 
Canadian subarctic.  
 
Located in Labrador, Pow.
re's machines run on 
hydropower, with plans 
to repurpose the heat 
generated by the mining 
to serve local agriculture, 
heating and other needs, he 
said.  
 
"Overwhelmingly, I do think 
there will be a concerted 
effort by the bitcoin industry 
to be environmentally 
friendly," said Oh, who 
believes Musk and his 
company can come up with 
better methods. 
 
"Tesla is one of the greenest 
companies on the planet so 
I'm sure they'll figure it out."  
 
Other projects aimed at 
reducing bitcoin's carbon 
impact include that run 
by an arm of Russian gas 
producer Gazprom in the 
Khanty-Mansi region of 
Siberia.

There, power generated 
by flare gas - a by-product 
from oil extraction usually 
burned off - is used for 

cryptocurrency mining. 
The process leaves a lower 
carbon footprint than coal 
power, said Gazprom Neft, 
the unit behind the project. 
 
In theory, blockchain 
analysis firms say, it is 
possible to track the source 
of bitcoin, raising the 
possibility that a premium 
could be charged for 
green bitcoin. Stronger 
climate change policies by 
governments around the 
world might also help.  
 
"It's not so much bitcoin that 
is the problem." said Yves 
Bennaim, the founder of 
2B4CH, a Switzerland-based 
cryptocurrency think-tank.  
 
"People are saying it's 
energy intensive therefore 
it's polluting, but that is just 
the nature of the energy 
we are using today. As 
bitcoin goes up there will 
be more incentive to make 
investments in renewable 
sources of energy." Some 
bitcoin proponents note, 
meanwhile, that the existing 
financial system with its 
millions of employees and 

computers in air-conditioned 
offices uses large amounts 
of energy too.   

'OBJECTIVE IS 
MAKING PROFIT'
However it is early days 
for such green projects, 
and some ESG experts 
say bitcoin could have 
a tough task being 
accepted by mainstream 
investors en masse in the 
foreseeable future. 
 
"I still think the big 
players will refrain 
from bitcoin for these 
particular reasons - one 
being very a negative 
climate angle to it, given 
the way it's mined, and 
two, the compliance and 
ethical issues related to 
it," said Sasja Beslik, head 
of sustainable business 
development at Bank J. 
Safra Sarasin in Zurich.

Some industry players 
and academics warn 
that the dominance of 
Chinese miners and 
lack of motivation to 

swap cheap fossil fuels 
for more expensive 
renewables means there 
are few quick fixes to the 
emissions problem. 
 
Chinese miners account 
for about 70% of bitcoin 
production, data from the 
University of Cambridge's 
Centre for Alternative 
Finance shows. They tend 
to use renewable energy 
- mostly hydropower - 
during the rainy summer 
months, but fossil fuels 
- primarily coal - for the 
rest of the year.  
 
"Every miner's objective 
is making a profit, so 
they don't care about 
what kind of energy they 
use, if it is generated 
by hydro, wind, solar or 
burning coal," said Jack 
Liao, CEO of Chinese 
mining firm LightningAsic, 
adding that government 
incentives for miners to 
favor renewable energy 
might help. 
 
Others are less optimistic 
that significant change is 
on the horizon.  
 
"Production of 
renewables is extremely 
volatile, it's not ideal as a 
consistent form of power," 
said Alex De Vries, the 
founder of research 
platform Digiconomist. 
 
"The problem is that the 
miners that will last the 
longest will be the ones 
using cheap fossil fuels, 
simply because it is 
the cheapest and more 
stable source."

CRYPTO-IMPACT
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A
fter a year that 
has shaken 
Britain's 
National Health 
Service to 

its core, women working 
at a hospital in the East 
Lancashire NHS Trust in 
England's north-west talk 
about what the coronavirus 
crisis has meant to them.

THE CONSULTANT 
NURSE

At the end of each shift 
throughout the pandemic 
consultant nurse Sheeba 
Philip knew she could take 
the virus home, where she 
was caring for her mother. 

'Not running away': Women 
fighting on Britain's COVID-19 
front line

But every day she donned 
her protective equipment 
and carried on, driven by a 
sense of duty like so many 
other women on the front 
line against COVID-19.  
 
"I knew that I couldn’t shield 
myself and every day the 
thought that you could be 
taking home (coronavirus), 
it was very difficult," the 
43-year-old said. "Going 
home every day, it was like 
my prayer in the car outside, 
'please Lord get rid of all the 
germs in me and then I will 
step into the house'." 
 
The first wave of the 
pandemic passed, but 
Philip's mother, who was on 

dialysis, contracted COVID-
19 along with the rest of the 
family in November.  
 
"I knew, as a nurse, what I 
should be doing; that end 
of time was coming and she 
would not make it," Philip 

said. "But at the same time, 
as a daughter, I did not want 
to let go of it, I just wanted 
her to hold on to the last 
straw. I wanted to say and 
scream at the top of my 
voice 'no don't, I don’t want 
her to go'."

THE PARAMEDIC

For paramedic Maxine 
Sharples, 36, a solid barrier 
between her home lfe 
and her work for the North 
West Ambulance service 
was an essential coping 
mechanism, following shift 
after shift of transporting 
patients who would never 
return to their families. 
 
"As soon as I get home, I 
shut the door and I'm back 
to being a mum and a wife, 
and I just have to play that 
role until I go back to work 
again," she said. 
 
"I think a lot of people in 
the NHS have that ability to 
just switch off. I don't think 
you're born with it. You 
just learn it and maybe it 
makes you a little bit hard, 
as well, but you kind of 
have to."

HEALTH
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Speaking about her mother, 
Ruby described Jacqui 
as a "tough nut", but the 
pandemic had taken its toll. 
 
"I think the pandemic didn't 
necessarily break her, 
but it did take a layer of 
braveness off her," she said.  
 
"And I think experiencing 
it first hand, as well, as a 
daughter of a patient, and 
not being able to see her 
dad or look after him as 
she wanted, I think she 
did struggle then but it 
also gave her a bit of like 
courage as well."

THE CRITICAL 
CARE NURSE
Critical care nurse Jacqui 
Jocelyn, 53, has worked in 
nursing for 30 years. Twenty 
of those have been spent on 
the intensive care unit at the 
East Lancashire hospital. 
 
After spending the year 
being with patients at the 
end of their lives, while their 
families were not permitted 
to do so, Jocelyn's father 
was admitted to the same 
ward. 
 
"He was on the unit for three 
weeks, actually. He fought 

a good fight. He was a great 
character," she said.  
 
"All the staff were amazing 
with him. I don't think it was 
just because it was my dad. 
But they went out their way 
to make him feel special 
and try and get better, but, 
unfortunately, he fought a 
losing battle and died."

THE DAUGHTER

Jocelyn's daughter, 19-year-
old Ruby Jocelyn, was 
inspired by her mother 
during the pandemic and 

decided to take up nursing 
instead of a degree in 
business and economics. 
The care of her grandfather 
by ICU staff inspired her 
to pursue critical care, 
following her mother. 
 
"When I started in 
December it was so, so 
busy," Ruby said. "The age 
was dropping and there 
were people my mum and 
dad's age on there, and 
their kids are obviously 
the same age as me, and I 
just couldn't believe it and 
that made me want to help 
instead of running away."

HEALTH
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A 
UK startup has 
developed a 
glove with a 
built-in spinning 
gyroscope that 

it says can help people 
with Parkinson's disease 
and Essential tremor (ET) 
overcome their often 
debilitating tremors and 
regain control of their hands.   
 
Both conditions affect 
over 200 million people 
worldwide and can cause 
patients' hands to shake 
so much that everyday 
tasks such as eating and 
drinking become difficult or 
impossible. 
 
GyroGear's solution, 
according to Gordon 
McCabe, GyroGear 
development manager, is 
to mount a gyroscope on 
the back of the hand which, 
much like a spinning top that 
will always stay upright as 

long as it's spinning, makes 
your hand stay level while 
the flywheel is spinning. 
 
"Essential tremor is quite a 
hidden disability. You don't 
see how much it affects us, 

how our muscles hurt, the 
beating they take with the 
tremor on the move all day," 
said 56 year old Jenny Field, 
a business analyst from 
Towcester in England, who 
has Essential tremor.    

UK startup develops gyroscope glove to 
ease tremors for those with Parkinson's

"As soon as you put 
GyroGlove on it puts your 
muscles at ease because 
they are not under so much 
pressure... You can enjoy 
your hobbies more, you 
could work more effectively 
at typing. The GyroGlove is 
huge because there is not a 
lot out there to help us," said 
Field, who embroiders as a 
hobby. 
 
The glove fits over the lower 
part of the hand, wrist and 
forearm, with the gyroscope 
concealed. Participants 
in GyroGear's seed round 
include the UK Government 
Future Fund and Singapore 
venture builder Fidelium 
Group among others. 
 
The company raised $4.3 
million in Phase One of 
Seed Round funding and 
Phase Two is scheduled to 
complete at the end of the 
month.

HEALTH
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J
apanese 
supercomputer 
simulations showed 
that wearing two 
masks gave limited 

benefit in blocking viral 
spread compared with one 
properly fitted mask.  
 
The findings in part 
contradict recent 
recommendations from 
the US Centers of Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) that two masks were 
better than one at reducing 
a person's exposure to the 
coronavirus. 

Researchers used the 
Fugaku supercomputer 
to model the flow of virus 
particles from people 
wearing different types and 
combinations of masks, 
according to a study 
released by research giant 
Riken and Kobe University. 
 
Using a single surgical-
type mask, made of non-
woven material, had 85% 
effectiveness in blocking 
particles when worn tightly 
around the nose and face. 
Adding a polyurethane 
mask on top boosted the 

effectiveness to just 89%.
Wearing two non-woven 
masks isn't useful because 
air resistance builds up and 
causes leakage around the 
edges. 
 
"The performance of 
double masking simply 
does not add up," wrote the 
researchers, led by Makoto 
Tsubokura. 
 
In general, professional 
grade N95 masks were the 
best in protecting against 
infection, followed by non-
woven masks, cloth masks, 

Japan supercomputer shows doubling 
masks offers little help preventing viral 
spread

and finally polyurethane 
types, the study showed.

The Riken research team 
previously used the Fugaku 
supercomputer to model 
how humidity can affect viral 
contagion and the infection 
risks in trains, work spaces, 
and other environments. 
 
As the COVID-19 epidemic 
has worn on, scientific 
consensus has grown 
that the virus is spread 
through the air and masks 
are effective in controlling 
contagion.

HEALTH
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A
rchaeologists 
believe 
they have 
discovered 
the origins of 

the Stonehenge prehistoric 
monument after they 
uncovered the remains of 
an ancient stone circle in 
Wales that may have been 
dismantled and rebuilt 
hundreds of years later in 
England. 
 
Among Britain's most 
recognisable and 
mysterious landmarks, 
the standing stones at 
Stonehenge draw tourists 
from around the world 
and people searching 
for spiritual connections 
with the past. Their exact 

purpose remains unknown. 
A team of archaeologists 
in 2015 had already 

established some of 
the stones came from a 
quarry in the Preseli Hills 

Second time lucky? Stonehenge first 
erected in Wales, archaeologists say

on the western coast of 
Wales, more than 150 
miles (250 km) away. Now 
researchers at University 
College London say they 
believe some of the stones 
originally formed an even 
older monument in Wales. 
They have found significant 
links between Stonehenge 
and the site in Wales. 
 
The Welsh circle has a 
diameter of 110 metres, 
the same as the ditch that 
encloses Stonehenge, 
and both are aligned on 
the midsummer solstice 
sunrise. At least one of the 
blue stones at Stonehenge 
fits one of the holes found 
at the Welsh circle. 
 
Parker Pearson, a professor 
of archaeology at University 
College London, who led 
the investigation, suggests 
the stones may have been 
moved as people living 
in Wales migrated, taking 
their monuments with 
them, and re-erecting them 
at Stonehenge. 
 
"It's as if they just vanished. 
Maybe most of the people 
migrated, taking their 
stones – their ancestral 
identities – with them," 
Pearson told the BBC. 
 
The discovery will be 
explored in a documentary 
to be broadcast on the 
BBC.
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the force of an eruption 
equivalent to many atomic 
bombs. 
 
About two-thirds of the 
66-hectare (165-acre) 
ancient town has been 
uncovered. The ruins were 
not discovered until the 
16th century and organised 
excavations began in about 
1750. 
 
"Pompeii continues to amaze 
us with its discoveries and 
it will do so for many years, 
with 20 hectares still to be 
dug up," said Culture Minister 
Dario Franceschini. 
 
A rare documentation of 
Greco-Roman life, Pompeii 
is one of Italy's most popular 
attractions and a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

A
rchaeologists 
have unearthed 
a unique 
ancient-Roman 
ceremonial 

carriage from a villa just 
outside Pompeii, the city 
buried in a volcanic eruption 
in 79 AD. 
 
The almost perfectly 
preserved four-wheeled 
carriage made of iron, 
bronze and tin was found 
near the stables of an 
ancient villa at Civita 
Giuliana, around 700 

metres (yards) north of the 
walls of ancient Pompeii.

Massimo Osanna, the 
outgoing director of the 
Pompeii archaeological site, 
said the carriage was the 
first of its kind discovered in 
the area, which had so far 
yielded functional vehicles 
used for transport and work, 
but not for ceremonies. 
 
"This is an extraordinary 
discovery that advances our 
understanding of the ancient 
world," Osanna said, adding 
that the carriage would 
have "accompanied festive 
moments for the community, 
(such as) parades and 
processions". 
 
The culture ministry called 
it "a unique find, without any 
precedent in Italy". 
 
Pompeii, 23 km (14 miles) 
southeast of Naples, was 
home to about 13,000 
people when it was buried 
under ash, pumice pebbles 
and dust as it endured 

Archaeologists uncover ancient 
ceremonial carriage near Pompeii

ARCHAEOLOGY
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A 
new version of 
the first known 
on-screen 
kiss between 
two African-

American actors has 
been discovered in the 
collections of the National 
Library of Norway. 
 
The 1898 film, directed by 
US film industry pioneer 
William Selig, stars 
vaudeville actors Saint 
Suttle and Gertie Brown and 

shows them courting and 
kissing in front of a cloth 
backdrop. 
 
The only previously known 
copy of "Something Good 
- Negro Kiss" was acquired 
from a collector in Louisiana 
in 2017 and added to the 
U.S Library of Congress' 
National Film Registry in 
2018 for its cultural value. 
 
It depicts a tender scene 
between two African-

New version of first ever African-American 
screen kiss discovered in Norway

American actors at a time 
when caricatures of Black 
life were more common. 
 
The version identified by 
Norway's National Library 
differs in that it is longer and 
the actors are filmed from a 
greater distance.  
 
"It is more complex, there 
is more of a prelude before 
the kisses, with wooing, 
refusal and negotiation," said 
Eirik Frisvold Hanssen, head 

of the National Library's film 
section. "It is not as clean 
as the American version 
but we get to see more of 
the actors and how they 
behave." 
 
It was taken to Norway by a 
young Norwegian man, who 
likely bought a copy at the 
time in the United States 
and brought it back home, 
the National Library said. It 
is among the oldest films in 
the library's collections.

ARCHIVES
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P
hotographer Mick 
Rock, known for 
some of the most 
recognisable  
pictures of rock 

legends such as David 
Bowie and album covers of 
the 1970s, is marking his 51 
years working in the music 
industry with a new project 
collaborating with urban 
artist Fin DAC. 
 
"MIDARO" fuses photography 
with painting, with the Irish 
artist reworking Rock's 
photos of Bowie, Lou Reed, 
Iggy Pop and Debbie Harry 
to create a series of limited 
edition prints and canvas 
artworks. 
 
To coincide with what would 
have been Reed's 79th 

birthday, they each show 
a woman wearing a T-shirt 
adorned with one of Rock's 
photos of the music stars. 
 
Rock said he had long been 
cautious when previously 
approached for artistic 
collaborations. "All he (Fin 
DAC) (had) to do is show 

them to me, that was the 
deal. I had to approve 
of them," Rock told in an 
interview. "There was nothing 
not to approve." 
 
London-born Rock, often 
referred to as "The man 
who shot the 70s", first 
picked up a camera as 
a student at Cambridge 
University. He went on 
to photograph Bowie as 
Ziggy Stardust and album 
covers for Syd Barrett's 

Rock photography meets street art 
in Mick Rock, Fin DAC project

"Madcap Laughs", Reed's 
"Transformer", Iggy and The 
Stooges' "Raw Power" and 
Queen’s "Queen II". 
 
"It wasn't like 'I'm going 
to be a rock and roll 
photographer'," Rock said. 
"These people weren’t so 
well known when I first met 
them. It was all about age 
and timing." 
 
More recently, New 
York-based Rock has 
photographed Kate Moss, 
Lady Gaga and Miley Cyrus. 
 
As well as the collaborative 
images, which will be on 
show and sale on the West 
Contemporary Editions 
platform, Rock is also 
releasing a selection of 
photographs he snapped 
of Bowie, Reed, Harry and 
Pop between 1969 and 
1980 as well as his own art 
pieces.

ART
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M
usician 
Nathan 
Nzanga has 
marched in 
Portland, 

Chicago, and his hometown 
of Seattle. 
 
The rapper has also written 
songs that reflect why he 
protests, compositions 
calling for change and 
telling his story as an African 
American and as the US-
born son of immigrants 
from Congo. A film starring 
Nzanga and featuring his 
music that was released 
online in January adds his 

artistic perspective to the 
social justice movement. 
 
"I feel like God gave me 
the gift of being able to tell 
stories," Nzanga told in an 
interview, speaking via Zoom 
from his bedroom in Seattle 
decorated with posters of 
such figures as Martin Luther 
King Jr., Malcolm X and 
Nelson Mandela. "I'm trying 
to find ways to make sure 
we see the human in one 
another." 
 
The 13-minute film Nzanga 
made with director Caleb 
Slain, titled "enough," opens 

with the song "Truce." 
Nzanga, now 22, wrote it 
when he was a teenager at 
summer camp in 2016.

Nzanga followed the news 
between camp activities 
and learned of the death 
of Alton Sterling on July 
5,2016, after he was shot 
in a convenience store by 
police in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. On July 6, a police 
shooting during a traffic 
stop in Minnesota killed 
Philando Castile. On July 
7, a gunman killed five law 
enforcement officers during 
a demonstration against 
police brutality in Dallas 
before being shot and killed 
after a standoff with police. 
 
"It seems like every day we 
add a few more names to 
the list," Nzanga wrote in 
"Truce," adding, "I'm scared 
that I'm the next one that 
they'll hit." 
 
Vanderbilt professor Michael 
Eric Dyson, whose book 
"Tears We Cannot Stop: A 

Music, marching and now a movie: How 
a young Black artist is pushing for justice 
in America
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Sermon to White America" 
was also inspired by those 
July events, told told in an 
interview that Nzanga's art 
"forces us to think and reflect 
in a serious way."  
 
The film is named for 
and includes another of 
Nzanga's songs, one he 
wrote following the May 25, 
2020 death in Minneapolis 
of George Floyd, who died 
after he was pinned to the 
ground by a white police 
officer, pleading for air until 
he became unresponsive. 
 
"Every time something 
like this happens, we see 
ourselves in the person that 
the police decided not to 
treat like a human," Nzanga 
said. 
 
After Steven Cleveland, a 
professor of ethnic studies 
and history at California 
State University East Bay, 
saw Nzanga's film, he set 
out to use "enough" to start 
conversations about race, 

violence and policing in 
classrooms at his university 
and others across the 
country. 
 
"The vision for this is to go 
into spaces and be able 
to bring both sides of the 
story so we can begin to 

have dialogue and build 
us up and move us to 
places where we can get 
sustainable, transformative 
change that we need," 
Cleveland said.  
 
In "enough," a Black 
American is seen not in his 

dying moments, but fully. 
Nzanga was interviewed 
once a year as he 
progressed through school, 
as part of what started as 
a documentary project in 
2001. 
 
As a round-faced boy, 
Nzanga describes bickering 
with his little brother and 
relates the time he and his 
family had to open their 
bags for searches as they 
left a shop, while white 
customers did not. The boy 
grows into a young man 
who empathizes with the 
fear police officers express, 
but argues that the racism 
Black people endure is the 
heart of the matter.  
 
Nzanga is in full voice in the 
film, not gasping for air. As 
he raps in "enough": "Can't 
love me if you don't know 
me. Can't know me if you 
can't hear me."

ART
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C
hildren's faces 
appear locked 
in the jaws 
of a sinister 
factory robot or 

warily peeping out behind 
New York landmarks in 
an interactive street art 
campaign launched this 
week to raise awareness 
about child trafficking and 
underage labour. 
 
Nine striking pieces 
commissioned by Street 
Art for Mankind (SAM) - an 
artistic movement fighting 
child trafficking - can be 
seen on dozens of billboards 
across New York City. 
 
"Street art is cross-
generational, cross-cultural. 
It really attracts everybody," 
said Audrey Decker, the 
charity's co-founder, 
who teamed up with the 
UN International Labour 

ART

Organization and other 
groups on the #freechildren 
campaign. 
 
"It's such a great tool to raise 
awareness on these issues, 
because child labour and 
trafficking are issues people 
don't necessarily want to 
hear about," she she told in 
an interview. 
 
More than 150 million 
children are engaged in 
child labour globally, with 
about half carrying out 
dangerous work in sectors 
such as construction, 
agriculture, mining and 
manufacturing. 
 
The United Nations said last 
month urgent action was 
needed to meet a goal of 
ending child labour by 2025, 
warning that COVID-19 could 
undo progress towards 
tackling it and declaring 

2021 as International Year 
for the Elimination of Child 
Labour. 
 
Child trafficking is more 
common in poorer countries 
where child labour is 
widespread, according to 
the UN Office On Drugs and 
Crime. 
 
Street Art for Mankind has 
launched several campaigns 
since its creation in 2015, 
such as an Art Walk in 
the financial district of 
Manhattan in 2019 with 
freedom murals depicting 
stories of survivors of child 
labour and trafficking. 
 
As a way to further 
engage passersby, the 
new campaign includes 
an augmented reality 
application that lets users 
hear experts explaining the 
issues and artists sharing the 

stories behind their works 
of art.

Users of the app are also 
given suggestions on what 
they can do to help tackle 
child labour. 
 
Indian Nobel peace laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi, ILO 
Director-General Guy Ryder 
and American actresses 
Ashley Judd and Mira 
Sorvino are among well-
known figures backing the 
initiative. 
 
Recently, a group of 
academics criticised the 
UN goal to end child labour 
as impractical and out of 
touch, and child poverty 
researcher Alula Pankhurst 
said anti-child labour efforts 
should contemplate widely 
divergent circumstances. 
 
"(They) need to take into 
account different local 
realities and avoid blanket 
bans that can be detrimental 
to the wellbeing of children 
and endanger the survival of 
their families," said Pankhurst, 
who coordinates Young 
Lives, a global study of 
childhood poverty following 
12,000 children over 15 years. 
 
Victor Ash, one of the artists 
whose work features in 
the new campaign, said he 
hoped to make people think 
about the issue. 
 
"I don't know if everybody 
who passes in front of my 
painting can do anything, 
but at least he can be aware 
of what's happening," the 
Copenhagen-based artist 
said in a video call.

Artists shine a light on child 
labor in New York streets
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A 
Thai political 
street artist 
who goes 
by the name 
"Headache 

Stencil" is exhibiting some of 
his riskiest work yet, with a 
collection of paintings that 
touch on a strict law that 
has seen dozens of people 
imprisoned for insulting the 
monarchy.  
 
The artist, who doesn't 
disclose his real name or 
age, launched the exhibition 
last week in a gallery above 
a Bangkok bar, on a day 
when four high-profile 
activists were put in pre-trial 
detention over their taboo-
breaking calls to reform 
Thailand's monarchy. 
 
Thailand's has some of 
the world's strictest "lese 
majeste" laws, with a penalty 
of up to 15 years in prison for 
each offence in defaming, 
insulting or threatening King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn and 

his closest family members. 
"I have experienced this 
severe law for a long time. 
Many people told me to stay 
away or not get involved," 
said the artist, who typically 
spray paints on walls 
using stencils but has held 
numerous indoor exhibitions.   
 
"But as an artist, I want to try 
with art and see how close I 
can get, how I can discuss it 
throughout my works." 
 
At least 58 activists have 
been charged with insulting 
royalty since November over 

remarks at protests against 
a government backed by the 
military, which reveres the 
monarchy.  
 
The artist's complex 
collection of 14 paintings 
borrows images from the 
French revolution and 
includes symbols of the 
palace, such as crowns or 
royal parasols.  
 
One shows the lower half of 
a flying garuda, a mythical 
bird that is used as a seal of 
officialdom, clutching what 
appears to be a protestor 

Thai artist tackles taboos with 
'lese majeste' exhibition

in a claw. Another painting 
shows three hands side-by-
side above flames, two with 
one-finger gestures and a 
third with a two-finger "V" 
sign, referencing the number 
112, the article of the Thai 
criminal code covering royal 
insults.  
 
"My paintings have to be 
open-ended and people 
need to interpret or solve 
them themselves," said the 
artist, who said his name 
is a play on the headaches 
he believes he creates for 
government with his use of a 
stencil and spray paint.  
 
"I just want people to see my 
artworks and interpret them 
and realise the humanity of 
those being charged," he 
said.  
 
"They didn't kill anyone, they 
just disagree with someone. 
They should not go to jail 
for not loving someone that 
others do."

ART
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A
fter two 
decades of 
hard work, 
New York artist 
Guy Stanley 

Philoche planned to 
celebrate the success of his 
two-day sold-out show at 
Cavalier Gallery a year ago 
by buying a $15,000 watch. 
 
But an inner voice spoke as 
the pandemic hit - telling 
him that he should step up 
and help other emerging 
artists. 
 
"I made a promise to 
myself that every time I 
sell a painting, I'll buy a 
painting," said Haitian-born 
Philoche, 44, who grew up 
in Connecticut and was 
drawing and painting before 

he could walk. Philoche 
posted a video of himself on 
Instagram offering to buy as 
much artwork as possible 
to help fellow artists hurt by 
the shutdowns. 
 
 "I hit 'send' and that's when 
I opened Pandora's Box," he 
said. 

 

The art of giving back: New York 
painter buys unknown artists' works

Within a year Philoche has 
spent $70,000 on more than 
200 pieces of art from over 
150 artists around the world. 
 
"I'm still going through it, 
buying it and I love it," he 
said. "I also realise that now 
that I have a seat at the table 
I have to open doors for 
people, so I'm making it my 
mission now, you know, to 
give people a shot." 
 
Philoche's collection, which 
includes pieces by his 
former professors and his 
tattoo artist, has caught 
the attention of museums 
around the world which 
want to host it. But first, 

he wants a New York 
exhibition for the works, 

which are displayed 
throughout his 

small studio 
apartment 
and kept in a 
storage unit. 
 
    "It's going to 
be really cool 

and really fun 
and amazing to 

call some of these 
artists that I purchased 

their work, whose work has 
never been sold before," he 
said. 
 
"I was the first person to 
buy something from them 
and be like, hey, by the way, 
you know the painting I just 
bought, it's actually going to 
be hanging in the MoMa."

ART
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A
i Weiwei, 
the Chinese 
dissident whose 
activist art 
has made him 

Beijing's best-known critic, 
has swapped life in British 
exile for Portugal, where, in 
a countryside estate east of 
Lisbon, he is working on a 
monument commemorating 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 
 
Ai's move to Berlin in 2015, 
partly out of gratitude at 
German lobbying for his 
passport to be restored, 
was hailed as a sign of the 
city's cultural and political 
ascendancy, just as many 
saw his 2019 move to Britain 

as a vote of confidence in 
that country's post-Brexit 
future. 
 
But Ai said that, while 
he would keep a base 
in Cambridge, where his 
son goes to school, and 
a studio in Berlin, he was 
happy in Portugal, where 
he lives in a villa with a 
pool surrounded by a lush, 
green lawn, and keeps two 
cages of exotic birds. 
 
"I love Portugal," Ai, 63, 
said sitting in his garden 
under the winter sun. 
"I will stay here long-
term unless something 
happens."

Ai, who helped design the 
2008 Beijing Olympics' 
famed Bird's Nest stadium 
before falling foul of 
a regime that briefly 
imprisoned him, lamented 
China's lack of a Gorbachev 
figure. 
 
He also criticised the 
European Union's new 
investment pact with China, 
telling that Europe was 
storing up problems for itself 
by cosying up to a "very 
strategic" China. 
 
He praised Gorbachev, who 
turned 90 this week, for 
allowing the authoritarian 
Soviet Union to unwind 

From new Portuguese home, Ai Weiwei 
plans tribute to "visionary" Gorbachev

peacefully, warning that 
China faced a difficult 
future if it did not follow the 
same path. Gorbachev is a 
contested figure, hailed in 
countries that are no longer 
controlled from Moscow as a 
visionary who refrained from 
meeting pro-democracy 
protesters with violence, but 
many in Moscow and Beijing 
see him as a dangerous 
bungler who allowed a great 
power to collapse. 
 
"To this day we don't see 
anyone like Gorbachev 
in China," he said. "But if 
China doesn't have political 
reform like what Gorbachev 
initiated, there will be no 
good result of China's 
economic development." 
 
Working with Slovene 
activist Jaka Bizilj's Cinema 
for Peace foundation, which 
brought Russian dissident 
Alexei Navalny to Berlin 
for treatment after he was 
poisoned in Russia last 
year, Ai plans a Gorbachev 
monument for the centre of 
Berlin, the formerly divided 
city that stood on the Cold 
War's front lines. 
 
"Gorbachev is one of the 
most important thinkers, 
visionaries, who helped 
establish a new possibility 
for society," he said. "And 
Berlin is a very political 
city... Gorbachev is always 
symbolic for people seeking 
freedom."

ART
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A 
group of actors 
dance in a ring 
of ultraviolet 
light projected 
onto a square in 

Rotterdam from a glowing 
black orb suspended above 
them. Pretending to forget 
the pandemic for a short 
while, they wear no face 
masks and do not observe 
social distancing rules. 
 
Dutch designer Daan 
Roosegaarde's "Urban Sun" 
installation seeks to harness 
ultraviolet light to reduce the 
amount of coronavirus in the 
air in busy spaces and lessen 
the risk of transmission.  
 
"This is not instead of a 
vaccine or the government 
rules, it's an extra barrier, an 
extra safe zone for schools, 
hospitals, train stations," said 
Roosegaarde. 

may harm skin or eyes. The 
actors involved in the project 
were only exposed to the 
light for a few minutes at a 
stretch and had been tested 
for coronavirus. 
 
Roosegaarde, who blends 
science and design in his 
projects, created the Urban 
Sun after studies that 
suggested ultraviolet light in 

Dutch artist uses ultraviolet 
light to zap coronavirus

the 222 wavelength, slightly 
less than the industry 
standard, is generally safe.

"ROOM FOR 
IMAGINATION"
His concept is to use visible 
light, shining above the 
black orb, to illustrate where 
the invisible ultraviolet 
light is present: directly 
underneath. The effect is a 
little like an eclipse. 
 
Roosegaarde, who has 
briefly shown the installation 
twice in Rotterdam, said his 
hope was "to create places 
which are safer, instead of 
being stuck in this Zoom 
screen all the time". 
 
He hopes to set up his 
installation at dance festivals 
in the summer as COVID-19 
restrictions ease.  
 
The Netherlands currently 
bans public gatherings of 
more than two people, and 
has a nighttime curfew in 
place from 9 pm. 
 
Roosegaarde said his hope 
was "to create places which 
are safer, instead of being 
stuck in this Zoom screen all 
the time." 
 
Jet Bussemaker, who chairs 
the Dutch Council of Public 
Health & Society, said artistic 
creativity had a role to play 
during the fight against the 
pandemic. "Maybe we also 
have to create room for 
experiments, creating room 
for imagination and not only 
for the very safe, technical, 
medical arguments," 
Bussemaker said. 
 
"It is a very dangerous virus," 
she added, "but at the 
same time we have to keep 
moving on with our lives."

The pandemic has led 
to a boom in interest in 
UVC, or ultraviolet light in 
wavelengths of less than 
280 nanometres, an effective 
killer of coronavirus and 
other viruses. 
 
Commercial manufacturers 
do not recommend that 
people be directly exposed 
to UVC due to worries that it 
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J
atin Das, one of 
India's best known 
contemporary 
artists, was so 
moved by the plight 

of migrant workers trekking 
out of the cities during 
lockdown, he felt compelled 
to depict their ordeal. 
 
Titled "Exodus 2020", a 
selection of the 200 ink 
paintings he created are 
being shown at the Art Alive 
gallery in New Delhi this 
month in an effort to bring 
"the urban migrant labour 

experience 
to the 
forefront". 
 
Born in the 
eastern state 
of Odisha - 
which sends 
droves of 
migrant 
workers to brick kilns and 
construction sites across 
the country, Das said he 
was "deeply disturbed" by 
television images showing 
jobless migrants walking 
home to distant villages.

"That whole exodus 
prompted me to paint," Das, 
79, who primarily works in 
oil, watercolour and ink, 
besides being known for his 
murals and sculptors, told in 
an interview. 
 
"Some images did impact 
me, moved me more and 
prompted me to respond 
through my work." 
 
India's estimated 100 million 
migrant workers were 
among the worst hit by a 
strict lockdown between 
last March and June, which 
triggered a mass exodus 
from city jobs. 
 

Many 
workers 
walked 
home 
hundreds 
of miles, 
some 
dying in 
accidents 
on the 
way, their 
hardship 
unfolding 
live on 
television. 
 
"Normally, 
I paint 

figures, who are bare 
bodied, beyond any specific 
context of time and place ... 
But this is a special series, 
a response to what was 
happening around me while 
we all were comparatively 

safer in our own homes," Das 
said. 
 
"Men and women carried 
their children on their 
shoulders, in baskets, in 
their tired arms, quietly 
walking, through days and 
nights, non-stop," he said. 
 
Among the 50 works that 
will be on display until 
March 15 are depictions 
of workers walking bare 
foot, others on bicycles or 
on top of buses - their few 
belongings, tucked under 
their arms or bundled on 
their heads. 
 
It was not an entirely new 
subject for Das, who said he 
has "always derived a lot of 
my inspiration and energy 
from the working class". 
 
"Those who push carts, 
break stones, toil hard and 
painstakingly work; their 
energy, bodies, feelings, 
inspire me," he said, adding 
that he had felt restless 
at home during last year's 
lockdown. 
 
"What I missed the most 
was going to my studio, 
where I work from morning 
to late evening," he said, 
though it did not take long 
for inspiration to strike. 
 
"I had 200-odd acid-free 
paper (sheets), some ink 
pots and lots of brushes. So 
I began painting."

Indian artist captures migrants' 
lockdown ordeal in dozens of paintings
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E
ighty years after 
British artists 
Duncan Grant and 
Vanessa Bell, sister 
of novelist Virginia 

Woolf, stirred local passions 
with a commission to 
decorate an English village 
church, feelings have flared 
anew. 
 
As modern artists associated 
with the Bohemian 
Bloomsbury set, Grant and 
Bell were not every villager's 
choice for the job and they 
only got the go-ahead after 
a church court hearing in 
1941.  
 
Their depiction of religious 
scenes and idyllic 
countryside have since 
become revered as a unique 
example of decoration in an 
English church that attracts 
international visitors. 
 
As the church at Berwick 
in East Sussex prepares to 
celebrate a new commission 

by Bell's grandson Julian 
Bell, the issue is not the art 
itself but a project to remove 
Victorian pews and floor tiles 
as part of wider renovations, 
including underfloor heating 
to protect the paintings from 
damp.  
 
Those against the removals 
are concerned that what 
they regard as destruction 
is happening across the 
country as "the ecclesiastical 
exemption" allows the 
conversion of churches into 
flexible community spaces.

Particular to English law, 
the exemption enables the 
Church to bypass elaborate 
consent processes normally 
required before any 
alterations can be made to 
exceptional historic buildings 
listed as Grade 1, such as 
Berwick Church. 
 
Simon Watney, an art 
historian, who knew Grant 
for the last decade of 
his life and has written a 
monograph on the painter, 
said he did not oppose 
appropriate modernisation, 

Bloomsbury-decorated English church 
again a focus of aesthetic dispute

but in this instance it 
would destroy heritage. 
"Berwick is very fortunate 
to still possess pews which 
reflect inherited local 
skills of carpentry and 
craftsmanship. The men who 
made these pews sat here 
with their families all year 
round," he told. 
 
Others say the changes are 
positive. "I believe Vanessa 
and Duncan would have 
welcomed the present 
alteration," said Julian 
Bell, whose altar screen is 
expected to be inaugurated 
in April, COVID-19 permitting. 
 
"They would be well aware 
that churches are bound 
to modulate and evolve 
through time," he wrote in an 
email.   
 
A church spokeswoman 
said in an email the church 
authorities were expected 
to take a decision over the 
coming months.
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W
hen 
Germany 
went into 

lockdown following the 
outbreak of the coronavirus 

pandemic last spring, Erika 
Rischko, now 81 years old, 
posted her first 12-second 
video on TikTok in which she 
danced the popular Cha-
Cha Slide line dance with her 
husband.

Don't mope - move!: German 
woman becomes TikTok 
fitness star at 81

Since then, Rischko has 
uploaded more than 100 
videos of herself doing 
exercises like planks and 
pull-ups, as well as dancing, 
to encourage others to 
remain active during 

lockdown. "Move and do 
something! Don't just sit in 
a corner and mope. That's 
just the worst," she told in an 
interview. 
 
She has amassed around 
125,000 followers and more 
than 2 million likes on the 
TikTok app, which is hugely 
popular among teenagers 
and is best known for dance 
and lip-syncing routines and 
viral challenges. 
 
In some of her clips, which 
her daughter shoots for her, 
she trains by herself and 
takes on fitness challenges 
set by people who are 
decades younger than her. 
 
In others, she and her 
husband, whom she met in 
a dancing event years ago, 
do synchronised dance 
routines. 
 
Rischko said she was 
especially encouraged by 

the comments that young 
people post in the app, 
cheering her on. 
 
"I'm really happy. I've never 
been as self-confident as I 
am now," she said.
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T
he explosive 
growth of 
Clubhouse, an 
audio-based 
social network 

buoyed by appearances 
from tech celebrities 
like Elon Musk and Mark 
Zuckerberg, has drawn 
scrutiny over how the app 
will handle problematic 
content, from hate speech 
to harassment and 
misinformation.

Moderating real-time 
discussion is a challenge for 
a crop of platforms using 
live voice chat, from video 
game-centric services like 
Discord to Twitter Inc's new 
live-audio feature Spaces. 
Facebook is also reportedly 
dabbling with an offering. 
 
"Audio presents a 
fundamentally different 
set of challenges for 
moderation than text-based 

communication. It's more 
ephemeral and it's harder 
to research and action," said 
Discord's chief legal officer, 
Clint Smith, in an interview. 
 
Tools to detect problematic 
audio content lag behind 
those used to identify 
text, and transcribing 
and examining recorded 
voice chats is a more 
cumbersome process for 
people and machines. A 

lack of extra clues, like 
the visual signals of video 
or accompanying text 
comments, can also make it 
more challenging. 
 
"Most of what you have in 
terms of the tools of content 
moderation are really built 
around text," said Daniel 
Kelley, associate director 
of the Anti-Defamation 
League's Center for 
Technology and Society.

From Clubhouse to Twitter 
Spaces, social media grapples 
with live audio moderation

TECHNOLOGY
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Not all companies make or 
keep voice recordings to 
investigate reports of rule 
violations. 

While Twitter keeps Spaces 
audio for 30 days or longer 
if there is an incident, 
Clubhouse says it deletes 
its recording if a live session 
ends without an immediate 
user report, and Discord 
does not record at all. 
 
Instead, Discord, which has 
faced pressure to curb toxic 
content like harassment 
and white supremacist 
material in text and voice 
chats, gives users controls 
to mute or block people 
and relies on them to flag 
problematic audio. 
 
Such community models 
can be empowering for 
users but may be easily 
abused and subject to 
biases.  
 
Clubhouse, which has 
similarly introduced 
user controls, has drawn 
scrutiny over whether 
actions like blocking, which 
can prevent users from 
joining certain rooms, can 
be employed to harass or 
exclude users. 
 
The challenges of 
moderating live audio are 
set against the broader, 
global battle over content 
moderation on big social 
media platforms, which are 
criticised for their power 
and opacity, and have 
drawn complaints from 
both the right and left as 
either too restrictive or 
dangerously permissive.

Online platforms have 
also long struggled with 
curbing harmful or graphic 
live content on their sites. 
In 2020, a live video of a 
suicide on Facebook Inc 
spread across multiple 
sites. In 2019, a shooting in 
a German synagogue was 
live-streamed on Amazon 
Inc-owned gaming site 
Twitch. 
 
"It's really important for 
these services to be learning 
from the rollout of video-
streaming to understand 
they will face all of the same 
kinds of questions," said 
Emma Llansó, director of the 
Free Expression Project at 
the Center for Democracy & 
Technology and a member 
of Twitch's Safety Advisory 
Council. She added: "What 
happens when people 
want to use your service 
to livestream audio of an 
encounter with police or a 
violent attack?"

'UP TO INFINITY'

During the company's 
public town hall, 
Clubhouse co-founder 
Paul Davison presented a 
vision for how the currently 
invite-only app would play 
a bigger role in people's 
lives - hosting everything 
from political rallies 
to company all-hands 
meetings.  
 
Rooms, currently capped 
at 8,000 people, would 
scale "up to infinity" and 
participants could make 
money from "tips" paid by 
the audience.

The San Francisco-based 
company's latest round of 
financing in January valued 
it at $1 billion, according to 
a source familiar with the 
matter. The funding was led 
by Andreessen Horowitz, 
a leading Silicon Valley 
venture capital firm.   
 
Asked how Clubhouse 
was working to detect 
dangerous content as the 
service expanded, Davison 
said the tiny startup has 
been staffing up its trust 
and safety team to handle 
issues in multiple languages 
and quickly investigate 
incidents.  
 
The app, which said it has 
10 million weekly active 
users, has a full-time staff 
that only recently reached 
double digits. 

A spokeswoman said it uses 
both in-house reviewers 
and third-party services 
to moderate content and 
has engaged advisors on 
the issue, but would not 
comment on review or 
detection methods.  
 
In the year since it started, 
Clubhouse has faced 
criticism over reports 
of misogyny, anti-
Semitism and COVID-19 
misinformation on the 
platform despite rules 
against racism, hate speech, 
abuse and false information.  
 
Clubhouse has said it is 
investing in tools to detect 
and prevent abuse as well 
as features for users, who 
can set rules for their rooms, 
to moderate conversations. 

Getting audio content 
moderation right could 
help spark new waves of 
business and usage for 
new services and features 
launched by the major 
social networks. 
 
One source told Reuters 
that billionaire entrepreneur 
Mark Cuban's upcoming 
live audio platform 'Fireside,' 
which describes itself as 
a "socially responsible 
platform," would be curated 
to avoid the issues other 
networks have faced. 
 
Twitter, which has long 
faced criticism for its ability 
to curb abuse, is currently 
testing Spaces with 1,000 
users that began with 
women and people from 
Marginalised groups. 
 
Hosts are given controls to 
moderate and users can 
report problems. But Twitter 
is also looking at investing 
in "proactive detection" - for 
example, incorporating 
audio transcripts into tools 
Twitter currently uses to 
detect problem tweets 
without users flagging, 
said Andrew McDiarmid of 
Twitter's product trust team. 
 
McDiarmid said Twitter 
was still deciding how to 
translate existing rules, like 
labeling misinformation, 
which also apply to the new 
service, to the audio arena.  
 
Until Twitter nails down its 
moderation plan, people 
who have recently violated 
the site's rules are not 
allowed access to the new 
feature. 
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Sri Lanka and Bangladesh 
live in Lebanon, where the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
compounded financial woes.

As the crisis intensified last 
year, scores of employers 
dumped live-in domestic 
workers on the streets, 
saying they could no longer 
afford monthly wages often 
as low as $200. 
 
Reports of inhumane 
treatment and horrific abuse 
under the country's kafala 
employment system, likened 
by rights groups to modern-
day slavery, spread across 
the world. 

'LIKE FAMILY'
Barrion, however, said her 
11 happy years in Lebanon 
showed domestic work 
could benefit both the 
worker and their employees, 
and bring positives for the 
host country too. 
 
She gets paid what she 
considers a fair wage, $700, 
gets regular time off, and 
said her employers treat her 
"like family". 
 
It was the start of Lebanon's 
first lockdown last March 
when Barrion started posting 
videos on TikTok because 
she was forced to spend her 
days off at home. 
 
She began posting quirky 
behind-the-scenes videos 
including tips on how to 
remain positive, dancing and 
bread-making. 
 
As time went on, she started 
to add commentary on the 

T
here is almost 
nothing that 
Raquel Barrion 
doesn't know 
about the two 

Lebanese children she has 
looked since they were 
babies. But one day, the 
Filipina domestic worker 
decided to find out how 
much they knew about her. 
 
Barrion, 39, was pleasantly 
surprised when - by means 
of a light-hearted quiz 

game - one of them got her 
birthday right and both knew 
her favourite colour as well 
as he best-loved food. 
 
Many families across the 
Middle East and beyond 
might struggle to answer 
such questions about the 
live-in workers who cook 
for them, clean, and care for 
their children. 
 
The quiz game is one of 
many upbeat experiences 

TikTok domestic worker shows 
the positives of life in Lebanon

recounted by Barrion on 
video sharing app TikTok as 
a way to tell the rarely heard 
stories of migrant domestic 
workers in Lebanon, where 
an economic crisis and 
COVID-19 have highlighted 
cases of abuse. 
 
By posting daily videos, 
which have garnered more 
than 600,000 likes in a year, 
Barrion said she hoped to 
give a voice to Lebanon's 
often-neglected domestic 

workers and a humanizing 
glimpse into their hidden 
lives. 
 
"It's a simple message, 
we're domestic workers 
and work at home, but 
we're also human. We need 
our freedom," she told in a 
phone interview. 
 
Several hundred thousand 
migrant domestic workers 
from countries including 
the Philippines, Ethiopian, 

regimented lifestyle that 
housekeeping work entails, 
or the difficulties of dating 
as a domestic worker.

In one, she holds her 
month's pay in her hand 
before setting aside the 
lion's share to send home to 
her family, keeping the little 
that is left for her monthly 
allowance and savings. 
 
In another, she gives a 
tour of her humble living 
quarters -consisting of a 
narrow bed, shoes stacked 
in their boxes and a small 
altar adorned with images 
of Lebanese saints. 
 
Comments from Barrion's 
mostly Lebanese followers 
are overwhelmingly 
positive, and she said the 
pandemic had motivated 
acts of kindness towards 
hard-hit migrant workers. 
 
As thousands of Lebanese 
emigrated during the crisis, 
foreign maids also left the 
country on repatriation 
flights organised by their 
home countries last year, 
including hundreds from the 
Philippines. 
 
"I felt so sad, I had a 
neighbour who went back 
and I'm alone here now 
when I go out," Barrion said. 
 
At the height of the 
lockdown crisis, she 
and some friends got 
together to buy groceries 
for domestic workers 
who had been kicked 
out of their homes or fled 
abusive employers, fondly 
recalling how her Lebanese 
employees had chipped in. 
 
"Most Lebanese and the 
new generation have a 
good heart," she said. "They 
can just be very shy to  
show it."

TECHNOLOGY
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B
illie Holiday, 
considered one 
of the greatest 
jazz singers of 
all time, has long 

been remembered for her 
expressive voice as well as a 
history of drug and alcohol 
addiction and her untimely 
death at age 44. 
 
The new film "The United 
States vs. Billie Holiday" 
aims to change the public's 
perception of the singer 
and shine a light on her role 
as a leader in the push for 
Black civil rights, the movie's 
director and star said in an 
interview.  
 
Debuting on the Hulu 
streaming service, the film 

tells the story of the 
uproar caused by 
Holiday's singing of 
the ballad "Strange 
Fruit," a protest song 
about the lynching 
of Black people. She 
initially performed it in 
1939 at New York City's 
first racially integrated 
nightclub, Cafe Society.  
 
Government authorities 
ordered Holiday to stop 
singing "Strange Fruit" but 
when she refused, the FBI 
targeted Holiday as part of 
a crackdown on drug use, 
according to the movie, 
which is based on an 
account in a 2015 book by 
journalist Johann Hari called 
"Chasing The Scream: The 

First and Last Days of the 
War on Drugs."  
 
Director Lee Daniels said 
he wanted to highlight this 
little-known part of Holiday's 
life and show her as more 
than just a tragic figure.  
 
"Billie's story must be told," 
Daniels said. "And how many 

Film aims to change the narrative 
around singer Billie Holiday's life

other stories like Billie's 
are out there that we don't 
know about? That's what I 
found upsetting. That I was 
61 years old, and here we 
are. I'm just learning about 
the importance of 'Strange 
Fruit.'" 
 
Grammy-nominated singer 
and songwriter Andra 
Day plays Holiday in her 
first acting role, which 
has earned her a Golden 
Globe nomination. Day 
said she took on the part 
to help shape narratives 
around Black history. "The 

narrative war is so important 
for actually rooting out 
oppression, for actually 
undoing and breaking down 
the system," Day said.  
 
She added that Holiday's 
story "is relevant today. It 
was relevant 20 years ago, 
and will likely be relevant 20 
years from now."
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M
ore than 30 
years after 
Prince Akeem 
Joffer and 
his sidekick 

Semmi first travelled to the 
United States to find a royal 
bride, Eddie Murphy and 
Arsenio Hall reprise their 
roles in comedy sequel 
"Coming 2 America". 
 
Murphy, creator and star 
of the 1988 film - which 
proved more popular with 
audiences than critics when 
it came out - returns to the 
fictional nation of Zamunda, 

this time as Akeem prepares 
to become king. A father 
to three daughters in a 
country where only a male 
heir can sit on the throne, 
Akeem finds out he has a 
son in America and returns 
to Queens, the New York 
borough he first visited 
decades ago, to meet him. 
 
"This movie is like the first 
movie. It's (an) all black cast 
and it's... not about race, and 
it's not about civil unrest or 
social injustice or there's no 
preaching," Murphy told in 
an interview. "(It) is just total 

escapism... it's a movie about 
family and love and tradition 
and doing the right thing." 
 
In the first film, the 
pampered prince foregoes 
his luxuries to find a woman 
who will love him for himself. 
 
Most of the original cast 
reprise their roles in the 
sequel, which is released 
on Amazon Prime Video, 
including James Earl Jones 
as King Jaffe Joffer and Shari 
Headley as Akeem's wife 
Lisa. New faces include 
Murphy's daughter Bella 

Thirty years on, Eddie Murphy, 
Arsenio Hall are 'Coming 2 America'

Murphy. "Being on the movie 
set with my daughter was 
a big deal for me," Murphy 
said. 
 
The 59-year-old and Hall 
revisit the barber shop 
scene, a fan favourite from 
the original movie, where 
the actors portray multiple 
ageing characters. 
 
"There is a part three that 
happens in 16 years," Murphy 
said, jokingly leaving the 
door open for a future film. 
"I don't think the barbers will 
be in this one though." 
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W
alt 
Disney 
Co's 
latest 
animated 

movie, "Raya and the Last 
Dragon," aims to offer a fresh 
take on a princess tale in 
a fantasy world inspired 
by Southeast Asia and no 
prince coming to the rescue. 
 
The film, tells the story of 
Raya, a young princess 
voiced by "Star Wars" actress 
Kelly Marie Tran, who is 
hardened by her past. Raya 
goes in search of the last 
dragon, Sisu (played by 
actress Awkwafina), to rid 

the world of a killer plague.

"Everyone from the 
beginning had a vision for 
this movie being definitely 
different from everything 
that we've historically 
thought of and seen when 
we think of the words 'Disney 
princess'," Tran said in an 
interview.      
 
The movie will play in 
theaters and also be 
available for customers 
to the Disney+ streaming 
service to watch at home for 
a $30 charge on top of their 
monthly subscription fee. 
The film focuses on the 

sisterhood between the 
lead characters rather than 
the romance typical of past 
Disney princess tales. It is 
set in the fictional world of 
Kumandra, where humans 
and dragons had once 
lived in harmony. The only 
thing that can reunite them 
is a fight against virus-like 
enemy the Druun. 
 
"Given the events of the last 
year, I do think this is the 
right film at the right time," 
director Don Hall said. 
 
Critics have gushed over 
the film's animation and 
storytelling. Ninety-six 

Disney's 'Raya and the Last Dragon' takes 
audience on an Asian-inspired adventure

percent of reviews collected 
on the Rotten Tomatoes 
website gave the movie a 
positive score. 
 
Awkwafina said she hoped 
"Raya and the Last Dragon" 
would be followed by more 
movies that feature Asian-
American casts.  
 
"As Asian-American 
performers, we just want 
there to be more because 
the landscape has changed 
so much from when we were 
kids," she said.  
 
Now, "it's opening up," she 
said. 
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A
ctor Idris 
Elba and 
model Naomi 
Campbell have 
joined 65 other 

British celebrities, designers 
and politicians in calling for 
Ghana's president to engage 
with the country's LGBT+ 
community in an open letter 
published on social media 
recently.   
 
A public outcry last week 
forced the country's first 
LGBT+ community centre 
to temporarily close to 
protect its staff and visitors, 
just three weeks after it had 
opened. 
 
Church groups, politicians 
and anti-gay rights 
organisations have called on 
the government to shut the 

centre, run by local charity 
LGBT+ Rights Ghana, and 
arrest and prosecute those 
involved.

"We see you and we 
hear you," wrote the 67 
signatories of the letter, 
mostly of Ghanaian heritage, 

Actor Idris Elba, Naomi Campbell call 
for Ghana to protect LGBT+ community

including architect Sir David 
Adjaye, former Labour Party 
shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott and British 
Vogue Editor-in-Chief 
Edward Enninful. 
 
Elba, whose mother was 
from Ghana, and model 
Campbell, who is not of 
Ghanaian heritage, also 
signed the letter published 
on Twitter under the 
banner of "Ghana Supports 
Equality". 
 
LGBT+ people face 
widespread persecution 
in the West African nation 
where gay sex is punishable 
by up to three years in jail. 
 
Ghana has not prosecuted 
anyone for same-sex 
relations in years, but 
LGBT+ people face frequent 
abuse and discrimination, 
including blackmail and 
attacks, human rights 
researchers say. "In recent 
weeks, we have watched 
with profound concern as 
you have had to question 
the safety of your vital work 
at the 'LGBT+ Rights Ghana' 
center in Accra, and feared 
for your personal wellbeing 
and security," wrote the 
letter's authors. 
 
"It is unacceptable to us 
that you feel unsafe. We are 
watching and listening and 
we will use our collective 
power to shield you and 
raise you up."
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W
riter and 
director 
Eddie 
Huang 
hopes 

his first feature film, "Boogie," 
will help shift expectations 
about the type of Asian-
American stories shown on 
the big screen. 
 
"This is the next level, 
where we get to come 
in and tell our authentic, 
specific stories," said Huang, 
whose 2013 autobiography 
was adapted into the ABC 
television sitcom "Fresh Off 
the Boat."

"And then the other step 
I think the film takes for 
America and cinema is that 
it's intersectional. 

We can tell a story that 
feels real to Asian-American 
immigrants, immigrants all 
over." 
 
The coming-of-age story 
centers around a high school 
basketball star who dreams 
of playing in the National 

Basketball Association 
while navigating family 
pressure, love, and rivals. 
Taylor Takahashi, who plays 

'Fresh Off The Boat' creator brings 
'authentic' Asian-American story 
to the big screen

the leading man, makes 
his acting debut in the 
film, which will open in US 
theaters on March 5.

"It was kind of like taking 
two weeks of swimming 
lessons and then go jump 
into the deep end," he said. 

"But I had the support 
of so many people, 
whether they're family and 
friends to me on set, the 
producers, our director, 
everyone was there to 
kind of always jump into 
the pool if they saw me 
drowning."

Huang said he cast 
Takahashi because of their 
similar backgrounds. "I 
knew his experiences and 
I knew the emotions he 
would draw on," said the 
director, who wants viewers 
to see themselves in the 
film as well. 
 
"I hope people walk out of 
it with a cathartic feeling, 
but also feeling free to 
reflect and question all 
of the things people tell 
us about our existence 
and our identity and race, 
because none of us fit in 
that box."
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T
he lights dim, 
as at the start 
of any theatre 
performance, 
and the audience 

leans forward to look 
through a letter-box slot or 
peephole in the door in front 
of them as the performers 
break out into dance.  
 
Japanese dance company 
Moonlight Mobile Theater 
has come up with a novel 
way of bringing people 
back to their avant-
garde performances 

while maintaining social 
distancing. Audience 
members sit on stools 
in separated cubicles 
surrounding the stage, each 
with its own door and letter-
drop slots through which 
they can watch the dancers.  
 
"We intentionally created 
small holes and slots 
resembling mailbox slots," 
said Nobuyoshi Asai, the 
theatre's artistic director and 
choreographer, explaining 
how limiting the scope of 
viewing allows the audience 

to become more absorbed 
in the performance. The 
theatre company began 
this peephole viewing in 
December after cancelling 
most of its shows last year 
because of the pandemic. 
Since December, all 12 of 
the peephole performances 
have sold out. 
 
Though this response has 
been encouraging, only 30 
people are allowed in the 
audience at each show. This 
does not cover the cost of 
the performance, including 

Through the mailbox slot: Japanese 
theatre offers new viewing experience

additional safety measures 
such as disinfecting the 
venue. Government 
subsidies barely help the 
company make ends meet. 
 
While acknowledging the 
difficulties, Asai is steadfast 
in the advantages of this 
idea.  
 
"If we don't do it, artists will 
lose opportunities to dance 
and act," he said. "We want 
to propose this as a model 
to bring audiences back to 
theatres."

THEATRE
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B
roadway theaters, 
closed for a 
year, will start to 
reopen in April 
for special events 

in front of limited indoor 
audiences, authorities in 
New York said recently.. 
 
The NY PopsUp programme 
will serve as a test run for 
the return of live artistic 
performances in New York 
City after the coronavirus 
pandemic shuttered plays, 
ballet, opera and concerts in 
the city. 
 
"In April, select Broadway 
theaters ... will open their 
doors to audiences for the 
first time since March 12, 
2020, with a series of special 
NY PopsUp programme," 

organisers said in a 
statement. 
 
The initiative will "put in 
motion safety protocols that 
will eventually be employed 
for Broadway’s return."  
 
New York officials said that 
event spaces could reopen 
at one-third of their capacity, 
or 100 people indoors, 
starting on April 2. Testing, 
masks and social distancing 
will be required. 
 
A handful of off-Broadway 
venues with flexible 
performance spaces will be 
also be adapted for socially 
distanced arts events and 
start opening in April. 
 
“The reopening of these 

venues will provide the 
much needed light at 
the end of this long, dark 
tunnel," Sade Lythcott, chief 
executive of the National 
Black Theatre, said in a 
statement. 
 
Thousands of actors, 
dancers, musicians and 
backstage crew were thrown 
out of work when Broadway 
theaters closed. 

The target date for 
reopening is currently on 
June 1, although that date 
may slip. Some shows, 
including the hit musicals 
"Frozen" and "Mean Girls" 
have said they will not return. 
 
Live theater is one of the 
last sectors to come back 

Dark for a year, Broadway theatres 
to start limited reopening in April

after the pandemic because 
of the challenges of social 
distancing for actors on 
stage, for crews backstage, 
and for audiences in 
cramped seating in old 
buildings. 
 
New York City has begun 
relaxing pandemic 
restrictions in recent weeks 
due to a fall in coronavirus 
cases and an increase in 
supplies of vaccines. 
 
The NY PopsUp 
programme, launched by 
show business producers 
Scott Rudin and Jane 
Rosenthal, began its 
rollout in late February 
featuring short, free outdoor 
performances around New 
York state.
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M
aybelline and 
Lancome 
maker L'Oreal 
aims to derive 
nearly all its 

ingredients from renewable 
plant sources and abundant 
minerals by 2030, it said, 
as demand for organic and 
environmentally-friendly 
cosmetics grows.  
 
The world's leading beauty 
groups face increasingly 
savvy consumers who want 
creams and make-up made 
from natural components 
as well as products that 
can be recycled, a trend 
compounded by the COVID-
19 pandemic, which put the 
onus on safe and healthy 
goods. 

That poses a major 
challenge in terms of 
adapting packaging, but 
also developing products 
that can be preserved and 
deliver similar results to non-
natural ones.  
 
L'Oreal said over the next 10 
years, 95% of the ingredients 
across all its brands and 
ranges would come from 
plants and flowers that can 
be renewed or replanted, 
and minerals that can be 
found in abundance, up from 
around 70% now.  
 
The move towards a "green 
science" approach in 
research and development 
will also involve developing 
formulas that are not harmful 

to aquatic ecosystems when 
dissolved in water, L'Oreal 
said. 

"We decided it was the 
right moment to do this 
as there has been a lot of 
scientific progress," said 
Laurent Gilbert, director of 
sustainable innovation at 
L'Oreal.  
 
This includes developing 
new ways of extracting or 
producing ingredients such 
as Vitamin-C or hyaluronic 
acid. 
 
Some products were harder 
to adapt with the same 
degree of effectiveness as 
those containing chemicals, 
Gilbert said, including sun 

L'Oreal responds to push for natural 
ingredients in make-up

screen and wholly-natural 
hair dyes which are available 
in a smaller range of colours.  
 
Like peers, the French 
cosmetics group, which also 
makes Garnier shampoo, 
has faced pressure 
from shoppers growing 
increasingly picky about 
ingredients, and relying 
on consumer guides and 
mobile apps to help them 
choose products.  
 
L'Oreal, which posted 
rebounding sales in the 
fourth quarter despite a 
2020 hit from the pandemic, 
has sought to counter 
doubters by publishing lists 
of the ingredients used in its 
formulas.
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R
ussia launched 
its space satellite 
Arktika-M on 
a mission to 
monitor the 

climate and environment in 
the Arctic amid a push by 
the Kremlin to expand the 
country's activities in the 
region.  
 
The Arctic has warmed more 
than twice as fast as the 
global average over the last 
three decades and Moscow 
is seeking to develop the 
energy-rich region, investing 
in the Northern Sea Route 
for shipping across its long 
northern flank as ice melts. 

The satellite successfully 
reached its intended orbit 
after being launched from 
Kazakhstan's Baikonur 
cosmodrome by a Soyuz 
rocket, Dmitry Rogozin, the 

head of Russia's Roscosmos 
space agency, said in a post 
on Twitter.       
 
Russia plans to send up a 
second satellite in 2023 and, 

Russia launches satellite to 
monitor climate in Arctic

combined, the two will offer 
round-the-clock, all-weather 
monitoring of the Arctic 
Ocean and the surface of the 
Earth, Roscosmos said.  
 
The Arktika-M will have a 
highly elliptical orbit that 
passes high over northern 
latitudes allowing it to 
monitor northern regions 
for lengthy periods before 
it loops back down under 
Earth.  
 
At the right orbit, the satellite 
will be able to monitor and 
take images every 15-30 
minutes of the Arctic, which 
can't be continuously 
observed by satellites that 
orbit above the Earth's 
equator, Roscosmos said.  
 
The satellite will also be able 
to retransmit distress signals 
from ships, aircraft or people 
in remote areas as part of 
the international Cospas-
Sarsat satellite-based search 
and rescue programme, 
Roscosmos said.  
 
"As more activity takes 
place in the Arctic and as it 
moves into higher latitudes, 
improving weather and 
ice forecasting abilities is 
crucial," said Mia Bennett, a 
geographer at the University 
of Hong Kong.  
 
"There is also an element 
of data nationalism that is 
feeding into all this. Countries, 
especially those that see 
themselves as space powers, 
want to be able to rely on 
their own satellites and data 
to inform their activities, 
whether commercial or 
military in nature," she said. 
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N
ippon Steel, the 
world's No.3 
steelmaker, 
will boost 
research and 

development (R&D) 
spending to speed 
decarbonisation in 
steelmaking as it faces 
growing pressure to cut 
carbon emissions to help 
tackle climate change, a 
company executive said.  
 
"We will input considerable 
resource into R&D on 
decarbonisation technology," 
Executive Vice President 
Katsuhiro Miyamoto told in 
an interview. Further details 
will be laid out in March.  
 
Japanese steelmakers 
account for 14% of the 
nation's carbon emissions 
and need to make cuts while 

remaining profitable in a 
market where competition 
- mainly from China - is 
growing.  
 
Nippon Steel and its local 
peers have been working 
together to develop iron 
ore reduction technology 
that uses hydrogen in 
blast furnaces to cut CO2 
emissions by 30% by 2030. 

That's already a big task 
for an industry that relies 
on carbon-intense coking 
coal to make a metal used 
in everything from cars to 
cutlery.  
 
But Japan's pledge in 
October to achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2050 has forced 
the industry to look for 
ways to accelerate its shift 
towards carbon-free steel. 

Nippon Steel will step up 
development of hydrogen 
use in iron ore reduction, 
carbon capture and storage 
technology, and ways to 
make high-end steel in 
electric furnaces, Miyamoto 
said.  
 
The government, however, 
will need to develop a 
strategy to provide cheap 
carbon-free electricity, he 
said. 
 
When blast furnaces use 
coke, made by coal, to 
eliminate oxygen contained 
in iron ore, carbon dioxide is 
discharged in the chemical 
reaction. 

By substituting hydrogen 
for coke, water is created 
instead of carbon dioxide, a 
technology called hydrogen 

Nippon Steel to boost R&D spending 
to hasten decarbonisation

reduction that is seen as 
a promising method for 
combating global warming.  
 
Nippon Steel forecast a net 
loss for the year to March 31, 
a second straight year in the 
red, as demand collapsed 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
The company is confident 
it will return to profit in the 
upcoming year, Miyamoto 
said, as demand from 
industry will remain solid and 
earnings from its Indian unit 
will grow.  
 
"No decision has been 
made to close more blast 
furnaces," he said, when 
asked about a newspaper 
report that Nippon Steel 
would shut a blast furnace 
at its Kashima plant.
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F
or 17 years, trucker 
Colin Birch has 
been hitting the 
highways to collect 
used cooking oil 

from restaurants. 
 
He works for Vancouver-
based renderer West Coast 
Reduction Ltd, which 
processes the grease into a 
material to make renewable 
diesel, a clean-burning road 
fuel. That job has recently 
gotten much harder. Birch 
is caught between soaring 
demand for the fuel - driven 
by US and Canadian 
government incentives - and 
scarce cooking oil supplies, 
because fewer people 
are eating out during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
"I just have to hustle 
more,” said Birch, who now 
sometimes travels twice as 
far across British Columbia 

to collect half as much 
grease as he once did. 
 
His search is a microcosm 
of the challenges facing the 
renewable diesel industry, a 
niche corner of global road 
fuel production that refiners 
and others are betting on 
for growth in a lower-carbon 
world. Their main problem: a 
shortage of the ingredients 
needed to accelerate 
production of the fuel. 
 
Unlike other green 
fuels such as biodiesel, 
renewable diesel can power 
conventional auto engines 
without being blended with 
diesel derived from crude 
oil, making it attractive for 
refiners aiming to produce 
low-pollution options. 
Refiners can produce 
renewable diesel from 
animal fats and plant oils, in 
addition to used cooking oil.

Production capacity is 
expected to nearly quintuple 
to about 2.65 billion gallons 
(63 million barrels) over the 
next three years, investment 
bank Goldman Sachs said in 
an October report. 
 
Rising demand is creating 
both problems and 
opportunities across an 
emerging supply chain for 
the fuel, one small example 
of how the larger transition 
to green fuels is upending 
the energy economy. A 
renewable diesel boom 
could also have a profound 
impact on the agricultural 
sector by swelling demand 
for oilseeds like soybeans 
and canola that compete 
with other crops for finite 
planting area, and by driving 
up food prices. 
 
Local and federal 
governments in the United 
States and Canada have 
created a mix of regulations, 
taxes or credits to stimulate 
more production of cleaner 
fuels. President Joe Biden 
has promised to move 
the United States towards 
net-zero emissions, and 
Canada's Clean Fuel 
Standard requires lower 
carbon intensity starting 
in late 2022. California 
currently has a low-carbon 
standard that provides 
tradable credits to clean fuel 
producers. 
 
But the feedstock supply 

squeeze is constraining the 
industry's ability to comply 
with those efforts.

‘SPINNING FAT 
INTO GOLD’

Demand and prices for 
feedstocks from soybean oil 
to grease and animal fat is 
soaring. Used cooking oil is 
worth 51 cents per pound, 
up about half from last year's 
price, according to pricing 
service The Jacobsen. 
 
Tallow, made from cattle or 
sheep fat, sells for 47 cents 
per pound in Chicago, up 
more than 30% from a year 
ago. That's boosting the 
fortunes of renderers such 
as Texas-based Darling 
Ingredients Inc and meat 
packers such as Tyson 
Foods Inc. Darling shares 
have about doubled in the 
last six months. 
 
"They're spinning fat into 
gold," said Lonnie James, 
owner of South Carolina fats 
and oil brokerage Gersony-
Strauss. "The appetite for it is 
amazing." 
 
Clean fuels could be a boon 
for North American refiners, 
among the pandemic's 
hardest-hit businesses 
as grounded airlines and 
lockdowns hammered fuel 
demand. Refiners Valero 
Energy Corp, PBF Energy 
Inc and Marathon Petroleum 

Renewable diesel boom highlights 
challenges in clean-energy transition

GREEN PROTOCOL



50 MAR-APR 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

Corp all lost billions in 2020. 
 
Valero’s renewable diesel 
segment, however, posted 
a profit, and the company 
has announced plans to 
expand output. Marathon is 
seeking permits to convert a 
California refinery to produce 
renewable fuels, while PBF 
is considering a renewable 
diesel project at a Louisiana 
refinery. 
 
The companies are 
among at least eight North 
American refineries that 
have announced plans to 
produce renewable fuels, 
including Phillips 66, which 
is reconfiguring a California 
refinery to produce 800 
million gallons of green fuels 
annually.  
 
Once new renewable diesel 
production capacity comes 
online, feedstocks are likely 
to become more scarce, said 
Todd Becker, chief executive 
of Green Plains Inc, a 
biorefining company that 
helps produce feedstocks. 
 
Goldman Sachs estimates 
that an additional 1 billion 
gallons of total capacity 
could be added if not 
for issues with feedstock 
availability, permitting and 
financing. 
 
"Everybody in North America 
and around the world 
are all trying to buy low 
carbon-intensity feedstocks," 
said Barry Glotman, chief 
executive of West Coast 
Reduction. 
 
His customers include the 
world's biggest renewable 

diesel maker, Finland’s 
Neste. A spokesperson for 
Neste said the company 
sees more than enough 
feedstock supply to meet 
current demand and that 
development of new 
feedstocks can ensure 
supply in the future.

SOYBEAN, 
CANOLA BOOM

Renewable diesel producers 
are increasingly counting on 
soybean and canola oil to 
run new plants.  

 
The US Agriculture 
Department (USDA) is 
forecasting record-high 
soybean demand from 
domestic processors and 
exporters this season, 
largely because of soaring 
global demand for livestock 
and poultry feed.  
 
Crushers who produce oil 
from the crops are also 
scouring Western Canada 
for canola, helping to 
drive prices in February 
to a record futures high 
of C$852.10 per tonne. 

Soybeans reached $14.45 
per bushel in the United 
States last week, the highest 
level in more than six years. 
 
Rising food prices are a 
concern if the predicted 
demand for crops to 
generate renewable diesel 
materializes, said USDA 
Chief Economist Seth 
Meyer. US renewable diesel 
production could generate 
an extra 500 million pounds 
of demand for soyoil this 
year, Juan Luciano, chief 
executive of agricultural 
commodities trader Archer 

Daniels Midland Co, said 
in January. That would 
represent a 2% year-over-
year increase in total 
consumption.

Greg Heckman, CEO of 
agribusiness giant Bunge 
Ltd, in February called the 
renewable diesel expansion 
a long-term "structural 
shift" in demand for edible 
oils that will further tighten 
global supplies this year. 
 
By 2023, US soybean oil 
demand could outstrip 
US production by up to 8 

billion pounds annually 
if half the proposed new 
renewable diesel capacity 
is constructed, according to 
BMO Capital Markets.  
 
That same year, Canadian 
refiners and importers 
will face their first full 
year complying with new 
standards to lower the 
carbon intensity of fuel, 
accelerating demand 
for renewable diesel 
feedstocks, said Ian 
Thomson, president of 
industry group Advanced 
Biofuels Canada. 
 
Manitoba canola grower 
Clayton Harder said it is hard 
to envision a vast expansion 
of canola plantings because 
farmers need to rotate 
crops to keep soils healthy. 
Farmers may instead have 
to raise yields by improving 
agronomic practices and 
sowing better seed varieties, 
he said. 
 
British Columbia refiner 
Parkland Corp is hedging its 
bets on feedstock supplies. 
The company is securing 
canola oil through long-term 
contracts, but also exploring 
how to use forestry waste 
such as branches and 
foliage, said Senior Vice 
President Ryan Krogmeier. 
 
The competition to find 
new and sustainable 
biofuel feedstocks will be 
fierce, said Randall Stuewe, 
chief executive at Darling, 
the largest renderer and 
collector of waste oils. 
 
"If there is a feedstock war, 
so be it," he said.
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T
he intelligence 
sharing alliance 
known as Five 
Eyes should 
forge ties with 

Greenland to boost supplies 
of critical minerals and cut 
dependence on China, a 
think tank said.  
 
Greenland has huge 
deposits of rare earths, a 
set of 17 minerals used in 
a myriad of applications 
from electric vehicles to 
defence goods, a report by 
the London-based Polar 
Research and Policy Initiative 
said.  
 
China controls about 90% of 
the supply of rare earths.

The Five Eyes grouping of 
Australia, Britain, Canada, 
New Zealand and the 
United States, should 
expand its framework 
to include "resource 
intelligence, technical 
collaboration, major project 
financing and supply chain 
integration for minerals 
and materials critically 
important to national and 
economic security", the 
report said. 
 
It is natural for the Five 
Eyes to target Greenland 
for its mining and rare 
earth potential because 
two thirds of the 41 licence 
holders in Greenland's 
mining sector were linked 

to Britain, Canada and 
Australia, the report added. 
"Greenland’s vast critical 
minerals reserves and the 
sheer number of British, 
Canadian and Australian 
companies operating in 
Greenland make it a new 
frontier for Five Eyes," said 
the report. 
 
US President Joe Biden's 
administration said last 
month it will review key 
US supplies, including 
rare earths, to ensure 
other countries cannot 
weaponise them against 
the United States. 
 
Two Australia-based mining 
companies are racing 

Five Eyes alliance urged to forge ties 
with Greenland to secure minerals

for approval for mines in 
Greenland to dig into what 
the US Geological Survey 
calls the world's biggest 
undeveloped deposits of 
rare earth metals. 
 
"The UK, Canada and 
Australia have remained 
relevant to Greenland over 
recent decades as home 
to some of the world’s 
leading clusters of energy 
and mining expertise," the 
report said. 
 
The head of the think 
tank, Dwayne Menezes, 
is also the director of the 
secretariat of Britain's all-
party parliamentary group 
for Greenland.
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T
he European 
Union's top court 
ruled that Britain 
had breached 
the bloc's air 

pollution limits for years and 
ordered it to comply with the 
rules, raising the possibility 
that the country may be 
fined even though it has quit 
the EU. 
 
Britain left the EU - including 
the orbit of the European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) - at the 
end of last year. However, 
it agreed to apply ECJ 
judgements in any cases 
initiated while it was still an 
EU member. 
 
In its first ruling against 
Britain since Brexit took 

place, the court ruled 
that the country had 
"systematically and 
persistently" breached EU 
limits for nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) in 16 areas, including 
London, Manchester, the 
urban area of Teesside in 
northeast England, and 
Glasgow from 2010 to 2017. 
 
London also breached 
the hourly limits for NO2, 
and Britain failed to take 
measures to keep breaches 
of pollution limits as short as 
possible, the court said. 
 
It ordered Britain to reduce 
NO2 pollution to below the 
EU limit. Failure to do so 
could see the European 
Commission take further 

legal action with the 
impostion of financial 
penalties. 
 
Britain's environment 
ministry said it was 
considering the ECJ ruling. 
 
"Air pollution at a national 
level has reduced 
significantly since 2010, and 
now we are out of the EU we 
are continuing to deliver our 
£3.8 billion air quality plan," a 
spokesperson told.

DISEASES

Road transport is the main 
source of NO2 emissions, 
meaning urban areas tend to 
be hit hardest. 

EU court orders Britain to fix air pollution, 
in first post-Brexit ruling

Prolonged exposure to 
air pollution can cause 
diabetes, lung disease and 
cancer. 

An inquest last year found 
that air pollution contributed 
to the death in 2013 of 
London schoolgirl Ella Kissi-
Debrah, who suffered from 
severe asthma. 
 
In a bid to curb pollution and 
meet climate goals, Britain 
has pledged to ban the sale 
of new petrol and diesel cars 
and vans from 2030. 
 
London will also expand its 
ultra low-emission zone this 
year, requiring vehicles to 
meet strict standards or face 
daily fees.
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B
ooks titled “Trees 
in Trouble” and 
“How We’re 
F—ing Up Our 
Planet” scream 

out from the shelves 
of Barnes and Noble’s 
nature and wildlife section 
between reassuring tomes 
on humming birds and 
wildflowers.   
 
As the warming world faces 
raging forest fires, rising 
seas and increasingly erratic 
weather, the United States 
has seen a boom in books 
about climate change. The 
annual number of new 
US titles has grown from 
19 in 2010 to 434 in 2020, 
according to market data 

from NPD Group. The trend 
for e-books is similar. 
 
The public’s increasingly 
urgent struggle to 
understand the global threat 
is driving this demand, and it 
reflects rising anxiety. A Yale 
University survey released 
in December found that 66% 
of Americans were either 
somewhat or very worried 
about climate change, up 
from 53% in 2011.  
 
Some authors such as teen 
activist Greta Thunberg and 
Hollywood star Jane Fonda 
offer tips for pressuring 
the powerful into action. 
Others like journalists Rachel 
Maddow and Nathaniel Rich 

grapple with explaining how 
humanity orchestrated this 
trouble in the first place.  
 
Scientists, diplomats and 
financiers present road 
maps for reducing climate-
warming emissions, or 
sound warnings about what 
could happen in the worst 
scenario. 

IMPACTING OUR 
LIVES

Microsoft co-founder and 
philanthropist Bill Gates, 
whose Knopf-published 
book “How To Avert a 
Climate Disaster” sits 
atop the New York Times 

Bestsellers List, decided to 
write his how-to plan after 
concluding there was a void 
in the discussion. “Most of 
the books had a kind of an 
extreme nature,” said Gates, 
who has funded some $2 
billion in climate research. 
“Some were like, ‘Hey, we 
can solve this in 10 years and 
get everyone a job, and let’s 
not use capitalism like we 
have been.’ And then there 
was, ‘Hey, this whole thing is 
a joke. Don’t worry about it.’” 
 
What was missing, he said, 
“was a real plan.”  
 
Even though his imprint had 
commissioned many books 
on the environment, Gideon 
Weil, editorial director of 
publisher HarperOne, found 
climate change didn’t hit 
home until November 2018, 
when California wildfires 
turned the sky over San 
Francisco purple.  
 
The then-surreal scenes 
of N-95 mask wearers in 
the city “punctuated” Weil’s 
reality. He now sees his 
company’s books as helping 
people to cope with or 
confront the changing world, 
rather than dwelling on 
“hopeless existential threat.”  
 
“We’re seeing people start 
talking about ways to value 
and treat the planet in their 
personal lives and their 
communities, and then 
globally,” Weil said. “That’s 

Worried about climate change? 
There's a book for that.

GREEN PROTOCOL



54 MAR-APR 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

where we saw readers 
coming to the table.” When 
journalist Elizabeth Kolbert 
first proposed a book on 
climate change, Penguin 
Random House senior editor 
Gillian Blake didn’t believe 
there was a market for such 
works. Kolbert prevailed. 
 
That book, “Field Notes 
from a Catastrophe,” was 
published in 2006, the same 
year Al Gore released his 
climate documentary and 
book “An Inconvenient Truth.” 
For Blake, the works by 
Kolbert and Gore sounded 
a warning that the public 
heard.   
 
Kolbert recently published 
her third climate-themed 
book, “Under a White Sky.” 
She told the proliferation 
in climate titles mirrors the 
world’s alarm. After all, for 
her first book she had to 
travel to the Arctic to see 
examples of the changing 
world. Today, she said, the 
evidence is everywhere.  
 
“For journalists, the up side 
is you no longer have to go 
to the Arctic,” Kolbert said, 
“and the down side is that 
everyone is experiencing it.”

SURVIVING THE 
CHAOS

Climate change had “trickled 
down to very concrete 
life decisions,” said Simon 
and Schuster's Priscilla 
Painton, explaining her 
decision to commission 
“How to Prepare for Climate 
Change: A Practical Guide to 
Surviving the Chaos.” That 

book, by CBS News science 
correspondent David Pogue, 
came out in January. The 
project, he said, proved 
to be a “giant anti-anxiety 
pill” for his own feelings of 
helplessness.    
 
The book counsels readers 
how to lobby for green 
policies, identifies US 
locations that face fewer 
climate impacts and 
provides tips for families 
fleeing natural disaster. 
 
“Any time you can take 
control of your situation,” 
Pogue said, “it does help you 
sleep better at night.”  
 
The irony of printing climate 
books on paper from 
chopped-down trees is not 
lost on publishers. Most 
have adopted eco-friendly 

policies since activists in 
the 2000s won a campaign 
to have the Harry Potter 
series printed on paper 
from sustainably managed 
forests. 

'WORTHY DEBATE'

Some longtime climate 
activists and scientists bristle 
at newer climate voices like 
Gates and Pogue.   
 
Michael Mann, a climate 
scientist at Pennsylvania 
State University whose book 
“The New Climate War” 
came out a month before 
Gates’, worries celebrity 
names drown out trusted 
voices. 
 
Mann said he has "more 
expertise, and (offers) a 

far safer prescription than 
the one Gates does.” He 
worries about Gates’ support 
of nuclear fusion and 
geoengineering, the term for 
large-scale intervention into 
Earth’s climate system. Mann 
argues that both options are 
too risky and only discourage 
a rapid transition to solar and 
wind energy. 

But even as he chafes at 
Gates’ ideas, Mann says 
sparring with a billionaire 
philanthropist over the 
best way to cool Earth’s 
atmosphere isn't necessarily 
a bad thing. At the very least, 
Gates may attract more 
people in technology and 
business to the issue.  
“Hey, it’s a worthy debate,” 
Mann said, “Unlike the debate 
about whether climate 
change is real.”
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S
cientists have 
spotted a planet 
orbiting a star 
relatively near 
our solar system 

that may offer a prime 
opportunity to study the 
atmosphere of a rocky Earth-
like alien world - the type of 
research that could aid the 
hunt for extraterrestrial life. 
 
The researchers said 
the planet, called Gliese 
486 b and classified as a 
'super-Earth,' is not itself a 
promising candidate as a 
refuge for life. It is thought 
to be inhospitable - hot and 
dry like Venus, with possible 
rivers of lava flowing on its 
surface.  
 
However, its proximity to 
Earth and its physical traits 
make it well suited for a 
study of its atmosphere 
with the next generation of 
space-borne and ground-
based telescopes, starting 
with the James Webb Space 
Telescope that NASA has 
slated for an October launch. 

These could give scientists 
data to be able to decipher 
the atmospheres of other 
exoplanets - planets beyond 
our solar system - including 
ones that may host life. 
 
"We say that Gliese 486 
b will instantaneously 
become the Rosetta Stone 
of exoplanetology - at least 
for Earth-like planets," said 
astrophysicist and study 
co-author José Caballero 
of Centro de Astrobiología 
in Spain, referring to the 
ancient stone slab that 
helped experts decipher 
Egyptian hieroglyphs.  
 
Scientists have discovered 
more than 4,300 exoplanets. 
Some have been large 
gas planets akin to Jupiter. 
Others have been smaller, 
rocky Earth-like worlds, the 
kind considered candidates 
for harbouring life, but 
currently available scientific 
instruments tell us little 
about their atmospheres. 
"The exoplanet must have 
the right physical and 

orbital configuration to be 
suitable for atmospheric 
investigation," said planetary 
scientist Trifon Trifonov of 
the Max Planck Institute 
for Astronomy in Germany, 
lead author of the research 
published in the journal 
Science. 
 
A 'super-Earth' is an 
exoplanet with a mass 
greater than our planet but 
considerably less than our 
solar system's ice giants 
Uranus and Neptune. Gliese 
486 b's mass is 2.8 times 
Earth's. 
 
It is located in our celestial 
neighbourhood about 26.3 
light years - the distance 
light travels in a year, 5.9 
trillion miles (9.5 trillion km) - 
from Earth, making it among 
the closest exoplanets. It 
orbits a 'red dwarf' star that 
is smaller, cooler and less 
luminous than sun, with 
about a third the mass. 
 
The planet orbits very close 
to its home star, leaving it 
heavily irradiated. Like Earth, 
it is a rocky planet and is 
thought to have a metallic 
core. Its surface temperature 
is about 800 degrees 
Fahrenheit (430 degrees 
Celsius) and its surface 
gravity may be 70% stronger 
than Earth's. 
 
"Gliese 486 b cannot be 
habitable, at least not the 
way we know it here on 

Earth," Trifonov said. "The 
planet possibly only has a 
tenuous atmosphere, if any. 
Our models are consistent 
with both scenarios because 
stellar irradiation tends to 
evaporate atmospheres, 
whereas, at the same time, 
the planetary gravity is 
strong enough to retain it." 
 
Still, Gliese 486 b could 
prove ideal for studying the 
atmosphere of an Earth-like 
planet using instruments 
on the James Webb Space 
Telescope and the future 
Extremely Large Telescope, 
an astronomical observatory 
now under construction in 
Chile. 
 
The chemical composition 
of an atmosphere can tell 
a lot about a planet and its 
habitability. Scientists are 
interested in looking at the 
combination of gases in the 
atmospheres of Earth-like 
exoplanets, with a mix of 
oxygen, carbon dioxide and 
methane like that of our own 
planet a potential indication 
of life.  
 
"All that we learn with the 
atmosphere of Gliese 486 b 
and other Earth-like planets 
will be applied, within a few 
decades, to the detection of 
biomarkers or biosignatures: 
spectral features on the 
atmospheres of exoplanets 
that can only be ascribed 
to extraterrestrial life," 
Caballero added.

Alien 'super-Earth' may offer clues 
about atmospheres on distant worlds
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Banks in EU to publish world's first 
'green' yardstick from next year

B
anks in the 
European Union 
would have 
to publish a 
groundbreaking 

"green asset ratio" (GAR) 
as a core measure of their 
climate-friendly business 
activities from next year, 
the EU's banking watchdog 
proposed. 
 
As the trend in sustainable 
investing gathers pace, 
regulators want investors 
to get more reliable 
information on a bank's 
exposures to climate change 
as storms and other weather 
events affect the value of 
their assets and liabilities. 
 
The European Banking 
Authority (EBA) said the ratio, 

put out to formal public 
consultation, will measure 
the amount of climate-
friendly loans, advances and 
debt securities compared 
to total assets on a lender's 
balance sheet to reach a 
percent figure. "I believe 
it's the first time regulators 
are asking for a green asset 

ratio," said Piers Haben, 
EBA's director of banking, 
markets, innovation and 
consumers. 
 
"The numbers may well be 
single digit for banks at first 
and that's why context will 
be important. When a bank 
talks about where it wants 

to be in 2030, that is going 
to be really interesting on 
the green asset ratio." The 
new EU "taxonomy" would 
be used to define which 
assets are environmentally 
sustainable. 
 
EBA said that many 
stakeholders have a 
legitimate interest in the 
physical and transition risks 
that banks are exposed to 
from climate change. 
 
Banks are likely to face 
pressure from investors 
to show what steps they 
are taking to increase their 
GAR over time, though few 
lenders are expected to 
reach 100%. 
 
The watchdog was 
responding to a request 
from the EU's executive 
European Commission on 
how to implement upcoming 
requirements on climate-
related disclosures by banks. 
 
The GAR would be 
published in a bank's 
annual report, starting from 
2022 based on data up to 
December. 31, 2021. 
 
Banks will also have 
to publish three other 
indicators showing the 
extent to which fees from 
advisory services, major 
trading operations and 
off-balance sheet exposures 
are derived from climate-
friendly activities.

GREEN PROTOCOL



MAR-APR 2021facebook.com/britishherald 57

BRITISH HERALD REVIVAL

T
he ancient stones 
that make up 
Jerusalem's 
Western Wall 
are showing the 

scars of weathering from 
two millennia of scorching 
sunlight and driving rain. 
 
To stop them getting worse 
and to ensure their integrity, 
Israeli conservators are 
giving the stones a face lift, 
mending the cracks and 
filling out their battered 
surfaces. 
 
The Western Wall, Judaism's 
holiest prayer site, is an 

Battered stones of Jerusalem's Western 
Wall get the full treatment

outer remnant of the second 
of two Jewish temples, built 
by Herod the Great more 
than 2,000 years ago and 
destroyed by the Romans in 
70 AD. 
 
It nestles in Jerusalem's 
old city, next to a sacred 
compound revered by 
Jews as the Temple Mount 
and Muslims as the Noble 
Sanctuary, a short walk 
from Christianity's Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. Huge 
crowds gather at the wall for 
prayer sessions and visitors 
often stuff notes in cracks 
between the stones. 
 
The Israel Antiquities 
Authority (IAA) tracks the 
condition of each stone 
and has begun treating the 
surface of those most in 
need.

Using a portable lift and 
a medical syringe, its 
team delicately injects a 
limestone-based grout into 
the gaps and fissures in the 
stones. 
 
"It is the best possible 
method of healing the 
stones and the ultimate 
defence against weathering," 
said IAA's Yossi Vaknin. 
 
And it is not just the climate 
that has taken a toll, he said. 
Plants have taken root and 
birds nest in the wall, making 
the repair work even more 
necessary.
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A 
wild and ailing 
sheep found 
in a forest 
in Australia, 
named Baarack 

by rescuers, has yielded a 
fleece weighing more than 
35 kilogrammes - nearly 
half the weight of an adult 

kangaroo - after being shorn 
for the first time in years.

The sheep was found by 
a member of the public 
who contacted the Edgar's 
Mission Farm Sanctuary 
near Lancefield, Victoria, 
about 60 kilometres north of 

Baarack from the brink: Wild sheep 
rescued in Australia shorn of 35 kg fleece

Melbourne, according to the 
Mission's Kyle Behrend. 
 
"It would appear Baarack 
was once an owned sheep," 
said Behrend, "he had at 
one time been ear-tagged, 
however these appear 
to have been torn out by 

the thick matted fleece 
around his face. "Sheep 
need to be shorn at least 
annually otherwise the 
fleece continues to grow 
and grow, as happened 
here," said Behrend. After 
his much-needed shearing, 
Behrend said Baarack's 
fleece weighed in at 35.4 
kilogrammes. 
 
"Whilst his hooves were in 
great condition from running 
over the rocks in the forest, 
he was in a bit of a bad way. 
He was underweight, and 
due to all of the wool around 
his face he could barely see."

Baarack is now settling in 
with other rescued sheep 
at Edgar's Mission, Behrend 
said, adding it "all goes 
to show what incredibly 
resilient and brave animals 
sheep really are and we 
could not love them any 
more if we tried.

BIZARRE
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Japan's tsunami survivors call lost 
lives on the phone of the wind

I
n a garden on a hill, 
under the wide boughs 
of a cherry tree, a white 
phone booth glistens in 
the early spring light. 

 
Inside, Kazuyoshi Sasaki 
carefully dials his late wife 
Miwako's cellphone number, 

bending his large frame and 
cradling the handset. 
 
He explains how he 
searched for her for days 
after the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami 
a decade ago, visiting 
evacuation centres and 

makeshift morgues, 
returning at night to the 
rubble of their home. 
 
"It all happened in an instant, 
I can't forget it even now," he 
says, weeping. "I sent you a 
message telling you where I 
was, but you didn't check it." 

 
"When I came back to the 
house and looked up at the 
sky, there were thousands 
of stars, it was like looking 
at a jewel box," the 67-year 
old says. "I cried and cried 
and knew then that so many 
people must have died." 
 
Sasaki's wife was one of 
nearly 20,000 people in 
northeastern Japan killed by 
the disaster that struck on 
March 11, 2011.  
 
Many survivors say the 
unconnected phone line in 
the town of Otsuchi helps 
them keep in touch with 
their loved ones and gives 
them some solace as they 
grapple with their grief.

I'M LONELY

Earlier in the day, Sachiko 
Okawa calls Toichiro, her late 
husband to whom she was 
married for 44 years. She 
asks him what he has been 
doing with his days since 
he was swept away by the 
tsunami a decade ago. 
 
"I'm lonely," she says finally, 
her voice cracking, and asks 
Toichiro to watch over their 
family. "Bye for now, I'll be 
back soon." 
 
Okawa says she sometimes 
feels like she can hear 
Toichiro on the other end of 
the line.

BIZARRE
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"It makes me feel a little 
better." 
 
The 76-year-old, who 
learned about the hillside 
garden from friends, often 
brings her two grandsons 
here so they can also talk to 
their grandfather. 
 
"Grandpa, it's been 10 years 
already and I'm going to be 
in middle school soon," says 
Daina, Okawa's 12-year-
old grandson, as they all 
squeeze into the phone box. 
"There's this new virus that's 
killing lots of people and 
that's why we're wearing 
masks. But we're all doing 
well."

PHONE OF THE 
WIND

The phone booth was built 
by Itaru Sasaki, who owns 
the garden in Otsuchi, a 
town some 500 km (310 
miles) northeast of Tokyo, 
a few months before the 
disaster, after he lost his 
cousin to cancer.  
 
"There are many people 
who were not able to say 
goodbye," he says. "There 
are families who wish they 
could have said something 
at the end, had they known 
they wouldn't get to speak 
again."     
 

The phone now attracts 
thousands of visitors from 
all over Japan. It is not only 
used by tsunami survivors, 
but also by people who have 
lost relatives to sickness and 
suicide. Dubbed "the phone 
of the wind", it recently 
inspired a film.  
 
A few months ago, Sasaki 
says he was approached by 
organisers who want to set 
up similar phones in Britain 
and Poland that would allow 
people to call relatives they 
had lost in the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

"Just like a disaster, the 
pandemic came suddenly 
and when a death is 
sudden, the grief a family 
experiences is also much 
larger," the 76-year-old says. 

I'M SO GLAD WE 
MET

Like thousands of others 
in devastated coastal 
communities, Kazuyoshi 
Sasaki, the councilman, lost 
not only his wife but many 

other relatives and friends in 
the disaster.  
 
He had known and loved 
Miwako for most of his life. 
 
He first confessed his love 
to her when they were both 
in junior high school, an 
offer she promptly rejected. 
It took another 10 years for 
the two to begin dating. 
Eventually, they married and 
had four children. 

Sasaki explains to his wife 
that he recently moved out 
of temporary housing and 

that their youngest son is 
now building a new home 
where he can live with their 
grandchildren. 
 
Before hanging up, Sasaki 
tells Miwako that a recent 
health checkup showed he 
had lost weight. 
 
"I'll take care of myself," he 
promises her as a strong 
wind blows outside. "I'm 
so glad we met, thank you, 
we're all doing what we can, 
talk soon."

BIZARRE



MAR-APR 2021facebook.com/britishherald 61

BRITISH HERALD

B
ritain's Royal 
Albert Hall 
launched its 
150th anniversary 
celebrations, 

releasing a short video 
narrated by rocker Mick 
Jagger and paying tribute to 
live performances. 
 
"Your Room Will Be Ready" 
mixes archive footage 
of Royal Albert Hall 
entertainment shows and 
political as well as sports 
events with shots of the 
empty London venue, which 
has been closed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Jagger, 
who performed with The 

Rolling Stones four times at 
the Royal Albert Hall in the 
1960s, reads WH Auden's 
poem "For Friends Only" in 
the 90-second video. 
 
"I have some wonderful 
memories of performing 
there with the Stones in the 
1960s when once or twice 
it did get a bit wild, with 
enthusiastic fans joining us 
onstage and almost bringing 
the show to an abrupt end – 
but we soldiered on and had 
a great time," Jagger said in a 
statement. 

The film features clips of the 
likes of Jimi Hendrix, Diana 

Ross, Luciano Pavarotti, 
Adele and Stormzy as 
well as historical footage 
of Britain's wartime Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill 
and German-born physicist 
Albert Einstein speaking at 
the venue. 
 
"(The film is) not only a 
celebration of performances 
from the Hall's glorious 
past, but also the sense of 
anticipation of some of the 
things to look forward to 
when we can be together 
again," Tom Harper, who 
directed the film, said.

The Royal Albert Hall, a 

Mick Jagger narrates tribute film 
for Royal Albert Hall's 150th year

registered charity, said it 
had closed for the time last 
year since World War II, 
cancelling more than 330 
shows and losing 34 million 
pounds ($48 million) in 
income.  
 
It will mark its birthday on 
March 29 with celebrations 
planned over the next year 
including commissions from 
British artists and music 
performances.  
 
The hall, named after 
Queen Victoria's husband 
Prince Albert, opened in 
1871, 10 years after his 
death aged 42.

TRIBUTE
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T
aiwan President 
Tsai Ing-wen 
called on people 
to eat more 
pineapples to 

help farmers, saying Taiwan 
had been "ambushed" 
by a ban on the fruit by 
neighbouring long-time 
rival China which claims the 
island as its own. 
 
China said that starting in 
March it would suspend 
imports of pineapples from 
sub-tropical Taiwan, citing 
"harmful creatures" it said 
could come with the fruit, 
threatening China's own 
agriculture.  
 
The move prompted 
condemnation from Taiwan's 

ruling party and Tsai said in 
a Facebook post that the 
island's agricultural exports 
met international standards.. 
"China sent an ambush-

like notice, unilaterally 
suspending the imports 
of Taiwan pineapples. This 
obviously was not a normal 
trade decision," Tsai wrote 

Forbidden fruit: Taiwan urges people to 
eat more pineapples after China ban

without elaboration. "To 
support the farmers, let's 
eat pineapples all together!" 
 
Taiwan's ruling Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP) said 
on top of ongoing "military 
intimidation", Beijing is also 
using the import ban to 
exert economic pressure 
on Taiwan, which counts 
China among its top trading 
partners despite political 
tensions.  
 
"This is not the first time 
China has used agricultural 
exports to other countries 
as political threats," the DPP 
said in a statement.  
 
Beijing, which has never 
renounced the use of force 
to bring Taiwan under its 
control, has carried out 
repeated air missions in 
the southwestern corner 
of Taiwan's air defence 
identification zone in recent 
months. 
 
Taiwan's air force scrambled 
for a second straight day 
last weekend after a dozen 
Chinese fighter aircraft and 
bombers carried out drills 
close to Taiwan-controlled 
islands in the disputed 
South China Sea. 
 
Taiwan exported about 
46,000 metric tons of 
pineapples last year, and 
more than 90% of them 
were sold to China, the DPP 
said.

FOOD POLITICS
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The cafe has regular 
customers who come 
seeking relaxation from the 
stresses of life, or because 
they cannot keep a cat at 
home. 
 
"They are so cute, they 
love playing," said visitor 
Shaasthra. She said she 
appreciates how the cafe 
looks after the cats' welfare 
by advising people not to 
hold them or wake them 

A 
haven for 
humans craving 
furry feline 
company, a cat 
cafe in Dubai 

also doubles as an adoption 
centre for some of the 
United Arab Emirates' many 
strays.  
 
The Ailuromania Cat Cafe, 
which was the Middle 
East's first cat cafe when it 
opened in 2015, hopes the 
relaxing properties of its 25 
rescue and shelter cats will 
help find them their forever 
homes. 
 
"Anyone who is stressed 
just has to find a cat. All your 
stress will go away," said 
Omnia Fareed, whose two 
cat-loving sisters Allaa and 
Iman started the cafe after 
university, taking inspiration 
from similar establishments 
in Korea and London.   
 
The cafe's original residents 
were strays taken in by the 

family over the years. Now 
Ailuromania hosts cats from 
a government-run animal 
shelter in the neighbouring 
emirate of Ras al Khaimah,  
hoping to increase 
adoptions.  
 
The cafe's 
name 
Ailuromania 
is a play on 
the Greek-
derived 
English word 
for a lover of 
cats: ailurophile.

Dubai cat cafe hopes rescues 
will find purr-fect new homes

up. Another regular visitor, a 
street cat who would stare 
in through the window, was 
also invited and eventually 
adopted.  
 
Since Dubai began lifting 
coronavirus lockdown 
measures last summer, 
the cafe re-opened with 
capacity and sanitisation 
restrictions. 
 
Dubai has a large number 
of stray cats, with many 
abandoned on the streets 
by their owners. In 2018 UAE 
authorities made it illegal to 
abandon animals, but animal 
welfare activists in Dubai 

have for years called for a 
large-scale trap-neuter-
release scheme and feeding 
programmes to bring 
numbers down humanely. 
 
In August, Dubai 
municipality issued a 
circular restating a policy 
of fining anyone caught 
feeding strays, saying it 
increases the spread of 
diseases.

MEOW BEGINNING
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A 
decade ago, 
Sakae Kato 
stayed behind 
to rescue cats 
abandoned by 

neighbours who fled the 
radiation clouds belching 
from the nearby Fukushima 
nuclear plant. He won't 
leave. 
 
"I want to make sure I am 
here to take care of the 
last one," he said from his 
home in the contaminated 
quarantine zone. "After that I 
want to die, whether that be 
a day or hour later."  
 
So far he has buried 23 
cats in his garden, the most 
recent graves disturbed by 
wild boars that roam the 
depopulated community. He 
is looking after 41 others in 

his home and another empty 
building on his property.  
 
Kato leaves food for feral 
cats in a storage shed he 
heats with a paraffin stove. 
He has also rescued a dog, 
Pochi. With no running water, 

he has to fill bottles from a 
nearby mountain spring, and 
drive to public toilets.  
 
The 57-year-old, who used 
to own a small construction 
business earlier, says his 
decision to stay as 160,000 

other people evacuated the 
area was spurred in part by 
the shock of finding dead 
pets in abandoned houses 
he helped demolish. 
 
The cats also gave him a 
reason to stay on land that 
has been owned by his 
family for three generations. 
 
"I don't want to leave, I like 
living in these mountains," he 
said standing in front of his 
house, which he is allowed 
to visit but, technically, not 
allowed to sleep in.  
 
The two-storey wooden 
structure is in poor condition.  
 
Rotten floorboards sag. It is 
peppered with holes where 
wall panels and roof tiles 
that kept the rain out were 
dislodged by a powerful 
earth tremor last month, 
stirring frightening memories 
of the devastating quake 
on March 11, 2011, that led 
to a tsunami and a nuclear 
meltdown. "It might last 
another two or three years. 
The walls have started to 
lean," Kato said.  
 
Decontamination in fields 
near his house signal that 
other residents will soon be 
allowed to return.  
 
He estimates he spends 
$7,000 a month on his 
animals, part of it to buy 
dog food for wild boar that 
gather near his house at 

The man who saves forgotten cats 
in Fukushima's nuclear zone

MEOW BEGINNING
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sunset. Farmers consider 
them pests, and also blame 
them for wrecking empty 
homes.     
 
On Feb. 25, Kato was 
arrested on suspicion of 
freeing wild boar caught 
in traps set up by Japan's 
government in November. 
 
Yumiko Konishi, a vet from 
Tokyo who helps Kato, said 
local volunteers were caring 
for the cats on his property, 
but at least one had died 
since he was detained. 

FEAR LINGERS

About 30 km (19 miles) 
southeast, still in the 
restricted zone, Hisae 
Unuma is also surveying the 
state of her home, which 
withstood the earthquake a 
decade ago but is now close 
to collapsing after years of 
being battered by wind, rain 
and snow. "I'm surprised it's 
still standing," the 67-year-
old farmer said, a week after 
the tremor that damaged 
Kato's house.  
 
"I could see my cattle in the 
field from there," she said 

pointing to the living room, 
a view now blocked by a 
tangle of bamboo. 
 
Unuma fled as the cooling 
system at Tokyo Electric 
Power Co's nuclear plant 
2.5 km away failed and its 
reactors began to melt 
down.  
 
The government, which 
has adopted Fukushima 
as a symbol of national 

revival amid preparations 
for Tokyo Olympic Games, 
is encouraging residents to 
return to decontaminated 
land.  
 
Lingering fears about the 
nuclear plant, jobs and poor 
infrastructure are keeping 
many away, though. 
 
Unuma, now a vegetable 
farmer in Saitama prefecture 
near Tokyo, where her 

husband died three years 
ago, won't return even if the 
government scrapes the 
radioactive soil off her fields. 
Radiation levels around her 
house are around 20 times 
the background level in 
Tokyo. 

Only the removal of 
Fukushima's radioactive 
cores will make her feel safe, 
a task that will take decades 
to complete.   

"Never mind the threat from 
earthquakes, those reactors 
could blow if someone 
dropped a tool in the wrong 
place," she said. 
 
Before making the four-hour 
drive back to her new home, 
Unuma visits the Ranch of 
Hope, a cattle farm owned 
by Masami Yoshizawa, who 
defied an order to cull his 
irradiated livestock in protest 
against the government and 
Tokyo Electric Power. 
 
Among the 233 bullocks still 
there is the last surviving 
bullock from the 50-strong 
herd Unuma used to tend, 
and one of her last living 
links to the life she had 
before the disaster.

MEOW BEGINNING
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M
anga artist 
Kamentotsu 
didn't expect 
much when 
he uploaded 

a four-panel strip about an 
anthropomorphic bear who 
runs a cake shop, to his 
Twitter account three years 
ago.  
 
But the first instalment of 
"Koguma's Cake Shop", 

drawn as consolation for a 
tired friend, attracted tens 
of thousands of likes. Within 
a week, 40 companies had 
approached him with offers.  
 
"Publishing company editors 
have gone from bringing 
up manga artists, like they 
are farming, to hunting for 
them," said Kamentotsu, 
who goes by his pen name 
and wears a mask in media 
appearances. 
 
By searching for talent 
online, publishers squeezed 
by the rise of the internet 

can see an artist's audience 
potential out in the open.

For Japan's striving manga 
artists, many of whom toil in 
obscurity for low pay, that 
means going viral can be life 
changing.  
 
Kamentotsu's strip, which is 
published by Shogakukan, 
has gone on to sell more 
than half a million books. 
The titular bear, who wears 
a chef's hat, has become 
a popular soft toy and its 
image was used to promote 
frozen dumplings.

For manga's striving artists, 
success lurks online

Japanese pop culture 
is piled with such cute, 
memorable characters.  
 
Industry observers say that 
a feel-good style - known as 
the "iyashikei" or "soothing" 
genre in Japanese - is 
particularly fitting online 
audiences. 
 
But other recent hits are 
quite a bit darker, such as 
"Jujutsu Kaisen" and "Demon 
Slayer". 

HIGH CONCEPT

Kousuke Oono's "The Way 
of the Househusband" has a 
high concept idea: a feared 
yakuza gangster - tattooed, 
clad all in black but 
wearing an apron - quits 
crime to take care of the 
home while his wife works.

"A comedic story with easy-
to-understand characters 
and title is suited to the 
internet... we thought about 
that from the planning 
stage," said Arimasa 
Nishikawa, an editor at 
manga site Kurage Bunch, 
which first published the 
strip.  
 
"Househusband", popular 
on manga apps and in 
print, plays with gender 
stereotypes at a time of 
social change in Japan. A 
line of aprons has been a 
hit with fans.  
 
The strip has been made 
into a TV drama, with an 
animated version set to 
stream on Netflix  
this year.

COMIC
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B
ritain's multi-
billion pound 
supermarket 
industry is 
placing its bets 

on whether big-spending 
older shoppers will stick with 
buying their groceries online 
when months of lockdown 
end. 
 
Having more than doubled 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic to represent 
16% of Britain's roughly 
200 billion pound ($281 
billion) food retail market, 
the country has one of the 
world's highest take-ups of 
online grocery.  
 
Ocado boss Tim Steiner says 
it's here to stay and will carry 
on growing quickly.  
 
Not so fast, say bosses of 
some established rivals. 
 
"A lot of people are talking 
about the new normal, 

I'm absolutely convinced 
that we are not in this new 
normal right now, we are in 
the temporary normal, we 
are in an extraordinary time," 
Christian Härtnagel, CEO 
of Lidl GB, recently in an 
interview.. 
 
He believes that as the 
crisis recedes, so will online 
grocery penetration, not 
back to pre-COVID-19 levels 
of 7% but a lot less than 16%.

Lidl does not offer home 

delivery and for many 
the jury is out on whether 
online sales can ever be 
as profitable as instore 
purchasing, where shoppers 
make more impulse buys 
and extra transport and 
logistic costs are avoided. 
 
Older shoppers have led 
the rapid growth of Britain's 
online sector. 
 
A third national lockdown 
boosted retired households' 
online grocery spending in 
January by 229% year-on-
year, making up 28% of the 
6.4 million who ordered 
online in the month, market 
researcher Kantar found. 
 
Whether they stick with 
it after restrictions end, 
possibly in June, remains 
to be seen. The rollout of 
vaccine will make people 
less risk averse and months 
of isolation have left many 
eager for the social contact 
of a visit to the shops.

Stephen Pfeffer, a 75-year 
old retired bank worker from 
South Woodford in east 
London, was classified as 
a vulnerable person at the 
start of the pandemic so for 
much of 2020, he took online 
deliveries from Waitrose. 
 
"I was forced into online 
shopping with the first 
lockdown," he said. 
 
But after regaining his 
confidence to venture out, 
he returned to shopping at 
stores. Now, he has been 
vaccinated, he uses online 
only occasionally for bulky 
items like wine. 
 
"I thought, you can't isolate 
all the time - let's get out 
there and start living again," 
he said.

GROWTH ON 
GROWTH

Ocado's Steiner told that 
once customers have 
experienced the ease of 
online shopping, they are 
likely to be converted 
and he expected online 
grocery in Britain would 
double in size again over 
the next few years. 
 
"When customers have 
done this three-to-five 
times they tend to stick 
with it," he said last 
month.

As online grocery booms in Britain, 
will new habits die hard?

TREND



68 MAR-APR 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

He said similar trends were 
evident in France, Japan, 
Sweden and the United 
States - countries where 
Ocado has won partnership 
deals. 
 
Steiner co-founded Ocado 
in 2000 and has seen its 
stock market value double 
over the last year to about 17 
billion pounds, much of that 
based on its potential for 
further overseas deals. 
 
However, sceptics say 
traditional supermarket 
groups in Britain struggle 

to match online profits with 
those generated by in-store 
shopping. 
 
"They'll tell you they make 
money out of online," Fraser 
McKevitt, head of retail and 
consumer insight at Kantar, 
said. 
 
"Whether they do or they 
don't, they make less 
money than if I go to the 
supermarket." 
 
He said the big chains have 
the ability to curb demand 
by restricting delivery slots 

and raising delivery charges 
once social distancing rules 
are relaxed and they can 
get more shoppers in their 
stores.

WHERE'S THE 
EVIDENCE?

In any case, some in the 
industry say it would be 
wrong to see the shift to 
online grocery shopping 
as being as decisive as for 
newspapers and video and 
music streaming. 
 
"Anyone who's saying this 
is a permanent change in 
the grocery sector, there's 
no evidence to back that 
up," said one executive of 
a major British grocer who 
declined to be named. 
 
Much will depend on the 
investment strategies of 
Britain's major supermarket 
groups - market leader 
Tesco, Sainsbury's, Asda 
and Morrisons - as well as 
Amazon, which has a less 

than 1% share of the UK 
grocery market. 
 
Some critics draw parallels 
with the space race of the 
nineties and first decade of 
this century, when Tesco and 
Asda in particular built ever 
bigger superstores. 
 
That fizzled out as shoppers 
fell out of love with massive 
out-of-town stores and 
supermarkets realised they 
could not make much profit 
from selling large items, 
such as furniture. 
 
Some say it is symptomatic 
of people's attachment to 
stores that the supermarkets' 
heavy investment in digital 
capacity had led to only a 
small proportion of shoppers 
opting for online purchases 
until the pandemic struck.  
 
For the big four 
supermarkets, increased 
take-up has improved the 
economics of online, but it 
still dilutes profits. 
 
Kantar's McKevitt said he 
expected online grocery 
demand to taper, at least in 
the short term. 
 
The supermarket groups 
are in a quandary, he said. 
"They’re between the devil 
and the deep blue sea," he 
said. 
 
"They don’t want to lose out 
on market share that will go 
to rivals if they don’t offer 
enough online slots or at the 
right price, but, on the other 
hand, they would probably 
rather that people went to 
their shops."

TREND
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H
ungarians are 
baking for 
ambulance 
workers across 
the country 

coping with a new surge in 
COVID-19 infections after the 
founder of an online cookery 
group asked a friend in the 
service how she could help. 
 
"Before I could finish she 
said ‘oh we would love some 
cakes’," Eszter Harmath said 
of the conversation that 
launched the nationwide 
movement. 

"They often do rounds 
dressed in full protective 
gear and they can hardly sit 
down to eat in a normal way 
but the cakes are something 

Mask, gloves, cake: Hungarians 
bake to keep ambulance staff going

they can take on the road." 
The initiative, born out of 
a modest kitchen in the 
small town of Szentendre, 
mirrors other efforts around 
the world where people 
have made face masks 
and hung them on trees 
or prepared hot meals for 
people struggling to make 
ends meet. 
 
"It is not a shiny and perfect 
kitchen and I often cook 
with my son Gellert on my 
back," Harmath said, her son 
watching eagerly as she 
kneaded dough for cheese 
scones. Her "My Quarantine 
Kitchen" Facebook group 
now has 8,000 members, 
who exchange ideas 
and recipes that are not 
confined to baking. 
 
"There have been some 
incredibly nice stories, it has 
been really heart-warming," 
Harmath said, while also 
preparing cinnamon rolls 
for the ambulance workers, 
who face extra pressure in 
the coming days. 
 
COVID-19 infections are 
expected to rise "drastically" 
in the next two weeks, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
said when the daily tally 
rose to 4,668 cases, the 
highest this year. 
 
"People are filled with good 
intentions to help but often 
can't find a suitable way to 
do it," Harmath said.

HOPE-SAVOUR
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When she was 17, 
Malaysian writer 
and performer 

Wani Ardy consulted doctor 
after doctor when she failed 
to begin menstruating. They 
all told her the same thing: 
she did not have a uterus. 
 
Twenty years later, Wani 
remembers how the 
diagnosis baffled doctors 
and left her unable to relate 
to her peers. 
 
"As a teenager, I felt very 
isolated because at that 
moment, I knew I was 
different," she said. 
 
It wasn't until her 20s that 
Wani finally learned that her 
rare condition had a name 
- Mayer-Rokitansky-Küster-
Hauser syndrome (MRKH) 
- when internal sex organs 
such as the womb or the 
vagina are either absent or 
underdeveloped at birth.

MRKH affects about one in 

5,000 women and its causes 
are unknown.  
 
Wani, who is a Muslim, said 
cultural barriers and taboos 
surrounding sexual health in 
Malaysia often leave women 
with MRKH feeling ashamed 
or unwilling to seek support 
or treatment. 
 
For years, she kept her 
condition a secret even as 
she embarked on a career 
as a singer, poet, author and 
scriptwriter. But after joining 
a US-based online support 
group for MRKH women, 

Wani felt compelled to 
reach others closer to home. 
 
"I thought if I could feel 
this way with a person who 
was basically across the 
globe, just imagine how I 
would feel if I could find an 
MRKH person in my own 
country, who would be 
more relatable in terms of 
upbringing, background and 
culture," she said.

Wani said she hoped 
she could help women 
- and society - reshape 
motherhood.

Born without a womb, Malaysian artist 
sparks conversation on sexual health

In 2014, Wani went 
public with her condition 
and soon after, she 
founded a Malaysian 
support group that 
has grown to over 200 
members, including from 
neighbouring Indonesia 
and Singapore.   
 
She has also acted 
in and consulted on 
"Rahimah Tanpa Rahim" 
("Rahimah Without A 
Womb"), a television 
series whose lead 
character has MRKH, 
which aired in January. 
 
Doctors have credited 
Wani's advocacy with 
increasing awareness of 
MRKH and other sexual 
health matters.    
 
"Because of her ... many 
more girls have the 
courage to come up and 
talk and get diagnosed," 
said gynaecologist Dr 
Harizah Hatim.

MIND-SPEAK
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T
he coronavirus 
pandemic 
reversed 
women's 
workplace gains 

in many of the world's 
wealthiest countries as the 
burden of childcare rose and 
female-dominated sectors 
shed jobs, according to 
research.     
 
Women were more likely 
than men to lose their jobs 
in 17 of the 24 rich countries 
where unemployment 
rose last year, according 
to the latest annual 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) Women in Work Index. 
Jobs in female-dominated 
sectors like marketing and 
communications were more 

likely to lose than roles in 
finance, which are more 
likely to be held by men, 
said the report, calling the 
slowdown a "shecession". 
 
Meanwhile, women were 
spending on average 7.7 
more hours a week than 
men on unpaid childcare, a 
"second shift" that is nearly 
the equivalent of a full-time 
job and risks forcing some 
out of paid work altogether, 
it found. 
 
"Although jobs will 
return when economies 
bounce back, they will not 
necessarily be the same 
jobs," said Larice Stielow, 
senior economist at PwC. 
"If we don't have policies in 

place to directly address the 
unequal burden of care, and 
to enable more women to 
enter jobs in growing sectors 
of the economy, women will 
return to fewer hours, lower-
skilled, and lower paid jobs." 
 
The report, which looked 
at 33 countries in the 
Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) club 
of rich nations, said progress 
towards gender equality at 
work would not begin to 
recover until 2022. 
 
Even then, the pace of 
progress would need to 
double if rich countries 
were to make up for the 
losses by 2030, it said, 

Pandemic 'shecession' reverses 
women's workplace gains

calling on governments 
and businesses to improve 
access to growth sectors 
such as artificial intelligence 
and renewable energy. 
 
Laura Hinton, chief people 
officer at PwC, said it was 
"paramount that gender pay 
gap reporting is prioritised, 
with targeted action plans 
put in place as businesses 
focus on building back 
better and fairer". Britain 
has required employers 
with more than 250 staff 
to submit gender pay gap 
figures every year since 
2017 in a bid to reduce pay 
disparities, but last year it 
suspended the requirement 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

SHECESSION
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F
emale directors at 
Britain's biggest 
financial services 
firms earn 66% less 
than their male 

counterparts on average, 
research showed, despite a 
rise in the number of women 
on company boards in 
recent years. 
 
Women board members 
made 247,100 pounds 
($349,720) on average per 
year while men earned 
722,300 pounds, said the 
study by law firm Fox & 
Partners, which examined 
pay gaps in financial 
firms that are among the 

nation's 350 largest listed 
companies. 
 
"Despite having greater 
levels of diversity at more 
junior levels, financial 
services firms are still 
struggling to reflect that shift 
at the senior executive level," 
said Catriona Watt, partner 
at Fox & Partners. 
 
"In order to see long-term 
change, firms must be 
committed to taking steps 
that will lead to more 
women progressing through 
the ranks, getting into senior 
executive positions and 
closing the pay gap," she 

said in a statement. The 
number of women on FTSE 
350 company boards has 
jumped by 50% in the last 
five years, reaching 1,026 
in 2020, according to the 
Hampton-Alexander Review, 
an independent body aiming 
to boost gender diversity on 
FTSE boards. 
 
More than a third of board 
positions are now held by 
women too, the Review said 
last week, hitting a target 
that it had set for the end of 
2020. 
 
Yet disparities exist, even at 
the top. The Fox & Partners 

study said female directors 
in FTSE 350 financial 
services firms were mostly 
in non-executive roles, 
which meant they were 
paid less and had fewer 
responsibilities than men. 
 
"These shocking figures 
prove the gender pay gap is 
thriving," said Felicia Willow, 
head of women's rights 
group the Fawcett Society, 
which was not involved with 
the report. 
 
"There are not enough 
women in top roles and 
those who have made it are 
all too often paid less than 
men." 
 
A year ago, Britain 
suspended the need for 
companies to report on 
the gender pay gap in their 
workforces due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, a 
step the government said 
would not derail attempts to 
pay men and women fairly. 
 
Since 2017 the government 
has required employers 
with more than 250 
employees to submit 
gender pay gap figures 
every year in a bid to reduce 
pay disparities. 
 
The gap narrowed last 
year, with men earning 
15.5% more than women on 
average, down from 17.4% 
in 2019, according to official 
data. 
 
Companies will now have 
until to report on pay 
gaps, according to the 
Equality and Human Rights 
Commission.

Women finance firm directors 
earn 66% less than men in UK, 
study finds

POLARITY
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M
ost big firms 
are failing 
to ban sex 
harassment 
at work 

or enact policies that let 
mothers work flexibly, a 
global workplace equality 
index found, highlighting the 
obstacles women face at 
work.  
 
Fewer than half of firms' 
policies directly address sex 
harassment, despite years 
of #MeToo campaigns that 
show the extent of abuse 
at work, said the report by 
women's workplace equality 
organisation Equileap. 
 
The finding suggests 
legislation to force action 
is a "necessary evil", said its 
chief executive Diana van 
Maasdijk. 
 
The index data was drawn 
from 3,702 firms in 23 

countries, including the 
United States, Canada, 
Japan, France, Germany, 
Britain and Australia. 
 
"It's only when companies 
are forced to do something 
that it's going to happen," 
said van Maasdijk, citing 
progress in Spain after a law 
compelled firms to publish 
plans that addressed sexual 
harassment. 
 
"Some studies have shown 
one in three women 
will experience sexual 
harassment in their lifetime, 
so it's really important that 
this is addressed and it is 
called exactly what it is." 
 
The #MeToo movement 
began in 2017 in the United 
States after accusations 
of sexual assault and 
harassment in Hollywood, 
and quickly spread to a 
worldwide campaign that 

sparked wider debate 
around harassment, pay and 
representation. 

Women went online to call 
out their male bosses - from 
tech to academia - and 
share stories of unwanted 
sexual approaches, 
harassment, coercion, 
discrimination in the office or 
poor pay. 
 
But three years on and 51% 
of companies assessed 
for the index did not 
publish an anti-sexual 
harassment policy last year, 
said Equileap, albeit an 
improvement on the 58% in 
2019. 

PANDEMIC 
IMPACTS

The report also highlighted 
the problems mothers 
routinely face juggling 

paid work and a rota of 
home duties, a struggle 
exacerbated by the 
pandemic. Setting aside 
temporary policies enacted 
for the crisis, it found a 
lack of permanent, flexible 
working policies at many 
firms, with less than four in 
10 publishing a policy on 
flexible hours and just 24% 
offering one on location.    
 
Women made "modest" 
progress on cracking glass 
ceilings in the latest annual 
report, it said, with women 
making up 25% of company 
boards, 17% of executives, 
24% of senior management, 
and 37% of the overall 
workforce last year. 
 
The pandemic may bring 
some wins for women at 
work: more firms are likely 
to make flexible working 
permanent and ethical 
investors increasingly 
focus on gender, said van 
Maasdijk. 
 
But there is a risk that 
COVID-19's outsized impact 
on women's jobs may slow 
or push back progress, she 
said. 
 
"We will have to see if we 
will have the same number 
of women in the workforce 
after the pandemic," she told 
in an interview. 
 
"I'm hoping that we will, but 
I'm a little worried."

#MeWho? Global firms lag on sex 
harassment, women-friendly policy

EQUALITY
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S
ix children's 
books written 
decades ago by 
Dr Seuss were 
pulled from 

publication because they 
contain racist and insensitive 
imagery, the company 
formed to preserve the 
deceased author's legacy 
said.  
 
The books - "And to Think 
That I Saw It on Mulberry 
Street," "If I Ran the Zoo," 
"McElligot's Pool," "On 
Beyond Zebra!" "Scrambled 
Eggs Super!" and "The Cat's 
Quizzer" - are among more 
than 60 classics written by 
Dr Seuss, the pen name of 
the American writer and 
illustrator Theodor Geisel, 
who died in 1991. 
 
"These books portray people 
in ways that are hurtful and 
wrong," Dr Seuss Enterprises 
said in a statement 

explaining why it was 
stopping their publication. 
 
The books, originally 
published between 
1937 and 1976, contain 

numerous caricatures of 
Asian and Black people that 
incorporate stereotypes 
that have been criticised 
as racist. The most famous 
Dr Seuss titles - "The Cat in 

the Hat" and "Green Eggs 
and Ham" - were not on 
the list of books that will be 
yanked from publication. 
"Oh, the Places You'll Go!" 
often tops the New York 

Six Dr Seuss books pulled from 
publication due to racist imagery

CENSORSHIP
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Times bestseller list during 
graduation season, and 
also was not on the list of 
scrapped books. 
 
The controversy over 
Dr Seuss imagery has 
simmered for years. In 2017, 
then-first lady Melania 
Trump offered a donation 
of 10 Dr Seuss books to a 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
school. Its librarian turned 
down the gift, saying 
images criticised as "racist 
propaganda and harmful 
stereotypes" filled their 
pages. 
 
"Open one of his books ("If I 
Ran a Zoo" or "And to Think 
That I Saw It On Mulberry 
Street," for example), and 
you'll see the racist mockery 
in his art," librarian Liz Phipps 
Soerio told Melania Trump in 
a letter. 
 
Dr Seuss Enterprises said 
it worked with a panel of 

experts, including educators, 
to review its catalog and 
made the decision last 
year to end publication 
and licensing. Among the 
publishers are Random 
House and Vanguard Press.  
 
The company said the move 
was a first step in its efforts 
to promote inclusion for all 
children.

"Ceasing sales of these 
books is only part of our 
commitment and our 

broader plan to ensure Dr 
Seuss Enterprises' catalog 
represents and supports all 
communities and families," 
the company said. 
 
Not everyone was pleased 
to hear in the news. In New 
York City, Greg Zire, 46, said 
the decision was another 
example of "cancel culture."  
 
"It's getting to the point 
where, you know, you 
get deleted from history," 
the culinary sales worker 

said. "What people need to 
realise is, if Dr Seuss can get 
canceled, what can't be?"

On eBay, some of the 
discontinued titles surged in 
value recently. A copy of "If I 
Ran the Zoo," with a starting 
price of $48 in the morning, 
was commanding a bid of 
$410 within an hour. 
 
Philip Nel, a children's 
literature scholar at Kansas 
State University, likened the 
decision to stop publication 
to the recall of an outdated, 
dangerous product. 
 
"In the 1950s, cars did not 
have seat belts. Now, we 
recognise that as dangerous - 
so, cars have seat belts. In the 
1950s, lots of books recycled 
racist caricature. Now, 
Random House is recognising 
this as dangerous," Nel said. 
 
Nel said the author, who also 
wrote "The Sneetches," a 
parable about discrimination 
and racial intolerance, 
wasn’t conscious of how 
racism influenced his visual 
imagination.  
 
"At the same time he's writing 
books that attempt to oppose 
discrimination ... he's also 
recycling stereotypes in other 
books." 
 
Dr Seuss Enterprises made 
the announcement on 
March 2, the anniversary 
of Geisel's birth in 1904. In 
1998, the National Education 
Association designated his 
birthday as Read Across 
America Day, an annual 
event aimed at encouraging 
children and teens to read.

CENSORSHIP
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A
ustralian 
conservationists 
unveiled plans 
to build the 
world's first 

refuge for the platypus, 
to promote breeding 
and rehabilitation as the 
duck-billed mammal faces 
extinction due to climate 
change. 
 
The Taronga Conservation 
Society Australia and the 
New South Wales State 
government said they 
would build the specialist 
facility, mostly ponds and 
burrows for the semiaquatic 

creatures, at a zoo 391 km 
(243 miles) from Sydney, by 
2022, which could house up 
to 65 platypuses. 
 
"There is so much to learn 
about the platypus and we 
know so little," Taronga CEO 
Cameron Kerr told reporters. 
 
"These facilities will be 
critical in building our 
knowledge so that we don't 
let this iconic creature slip 
off the earth." 
 
Concerns about the platypus 
going extinct have been 
heightened since once-

in-a-generation wildfires 
devastated 12.6 million 
hectares (31 million acres) 
of bush, nearly the size of 
Greece, in late 2019 and 
early 2020. 
 
Scientists estimate nearly 
three billion animals died 
in what the prime minister 
called the country's "black 
summer". A government 
inquiry found bushfires 
would likely occur more 
often because of warming 
temperatures. 
 
Unlike other famous 
Australian animals such 

Australia building world's first 
platypus sanctuary

as the koala or kangaroo, 
the beaver-like platypus 
is rarely seen in the wild 
due to its reclusive nature 
and highly specific habitat 
needs. 
 
The furry, web-footed 
animal, along with the 
echidna, is one of just two 
egg-laying mammals, and 
generally lives around 
small streams and slow-
moving rivers in cooler 
temperatures. 
 
"The refuge ... will give us a 
chance to really learn about 
what sort of environments 
they like, and what is most 
likely to encourage them to 
breed," said Kerr. 
 
The 2019-20 bushfires 
followed several years 
of drought, and Taronga 
had noted beforehand 
an increased number 
of platypuses with 
"climate-related injuries 
and illnesses", it said in a 
statement. 
 
Last year, a separate inquiry 
found that koalas would 
be extinct in New South 
Wales by 2050, due to 
deforestation for farming 
and urban development. 
 
The platypus is classified 
as a protected species in 
Australia, and Taronga said 
that without intervention, 
the animal may follow a few 
decades later.

WILDLIFE
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S
ydney Olympics 
marathon gold 
medallist Naoko 
Takahashi 
and former 

Paralympic alpine skier 
Kuniko Obinata were among 
12 women added to the 
Tokyo Olympics organising 
committee board, more than 
doubling the ratio of women 
on it to 42%. 
 
The organising committee 
said it would increase female 
representation on its board 
after its former president, 

Yoshiro Mori, stepped down 
last month over sexist 
remarks he made. 
 
Mori, a former Japanese 
prime minister, resigned 
as Tokyo Games president 
after sparking a furore when 
he said during a Japanese 
Olympic Committee meeting 
in February that women talk 
too much. 

Among others joining the 
organising committee 
board were Japan Rugby 
Football Union executive 

Olympic marathon champion 
Takahashi among 12 women added 
to Tokyo organisers' board

board member Naoko 
Saiki, Chukyo University 
sports science professor 
Kyoko Raita and Tokyo 
Metropolitan Sports 
Association for the Disabled 
chair Yaeko Shiraishi. The 
12 new members bring the 
number of women on the 
45-member board to 19. 
 
"We selected people in 
order to get opinions from 
different angles through 
diversity, harmony and 
gender equality," Seiko 
Hashimoto, who replaced 

Mori, told. "What should we 
do to best tackle staging 
these Games amid the 
coronavirus concerns? 
I want to organise our 
response making use of the 
perspectives from various 
fields." 
 
The Tokyo Games, 
originally scheduled for 
2020 but postponed for a 
year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, will be held from 
July 23 to Aug. 8 and the 
Paralympics from Aug. 24 
to Sept. 5.

SPORTS
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F
ormer Wales 
full back 
Dyddgu Hywel 
said women's 
international rugby 

has not been treated equally 
as the men's game during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
after the 2021 World Cup 
was postponed and the Six 
Nations delayed and cut 
short. 
 
The World Cup, scheduled 
to be held in New Zealand 

from September 18 to 
October 16, was pushed 
back until 2022 after World 
Rugby said it was difficult to 
host the event as planned 
due to uncertainties 
surrounding the pandemic. 
 
The women's Six Nations, 
originally planned to begin 
on February. 6 with the 
men's event, has been 
rescheduled to start on the 
weekend of April 3-4 and 
finish on April 24, using a 

Women's game not given equal 
treatment as men's, says ex-Wales full 
back Hywel

condensed format. Last 
year, Autumn Nations 
Cup replaced the men's 
November internationals 
while women's test rugby 
has been put on hold. 
 
"What's really disappointing 
in my opinion is how do 
the men get an autumn 
series last year?" Hywel told 
"They've got a normal Six 
Nations this year... but why is 
the women's game different 
or treated differently?

"We're still talking about 
equality in sports and it's 
2021. We shouldn't be 
having this conversation any 
more and I truly understand 
the COVID situation. 
 
"But that's the same for 
everyone. How can the 
men's game carry on and 
the women's had delays 
or cancellations or even a 
shortened Six Nations...  
It's just a little bit  
disappointing."

SPORTS
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We	are	a	Sedex	approved	facility	with	with	high	ethical	standards	geared	up	to	
manufacture	the	best	quality	fashion	jersey	wear	and	knit	wear.	Creative	
Clothing	is	already	an	established	CMT	supplier	to	Next,	Arcadia,	New	Look,	
River	Island	etc.		
	

	
With	over	300	employees	we	
manufacture	over	100,000	
garments	a	month.	
	
Creative	Clothing	works	with	
fashion	houses	in	the	UK	and	
works	on	a	CMT	base	model.	
We	pride	ourselves	on	
cultivating	a	special	
understanding	with	our	
customers	in	order	to	grow	
consistently.	Having	a	
partnership	with	a	factory	like	
us	who	is	established	in	the	
UAE	is	prominent		
	
To	get	in	touch	with	us	or	to	learn	
more	about	manufacturing	with	
us	please	call	us	on	the	following:	
+971555479701	or	you	can	email	
us	on:	
ahmed@creativeclothingco.com	

Creative	Clothing	Company	FZC	is	one	of	the	leading	CMT	
factories	in	the	Middle	East	established	in	the	year	2000,	
renowned	for	the	manufacture	of	detailed,	complicated	
garments.	With	talented	production	staff	that	understands	
and	caters	for	the	UK	High	St	retailers.		
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