
JAN-FEB 2021facebook.com/britishherald 1

BRITISH HERALD

P/39
More parks, fewer offices? How the 
coronavirus will change city centres

P/33
Archaeologists recreate tiles  
of temple where Jesus walked

£4.00 VOL 3 
ISSUE  1 
JAN-FEB 2021

ISSN 2632-8836WHERE BRITAIN MEETS THE WORLD

MEET THE BIKE 
RIDING MYSTIC

SADHGURU



2 JAN-FEB 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD



JAN-FEB 2021facebook.com/britishherald 3

BRITISH HERALD

British Herald is among the world’s leaders in online news and information delivery. With our service, one can read up-to-the-minute news stories and 
receive Breaking News text alerts. British Herald is a registered trademark owned by Herald Media Network Limited, United Kingdom. Herald Media 
Network Limited is one of the leaders in the global media market. Leveraging on its consolidated strengths in the digital media and communication 
market, as well as its well-established branding and advertising networks. The efforts in producing quality content and transforming them into a 
multimedia platform have been well recognized and has accreditated British Herald both at National and International levels.



4 JAN-FEB 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD EDITOR'S NOTE

Read more! log on to: www.britishherald.com www.facebook.com/britishherald

All-inclusive coexistence 
is the need of the hour

T
he year 2020 
will go down 
in history 
as one of 
the most 

tumultuous ones when 
an invisible, uninvited 
guest held mankind to 
ransom. The world order 
we knew ceased to exist 
all of a sudden and social 
distancing, lockdowns and 
face coverings became 
the order of the day. We 
all watched helplessly as 
loved ones fell prey to the 
vice-like throttling grip 
of the novel coronavirus. 
Many saw this morbid 
scenario as a wakeup 
call to forget religious, 
linguistic and political 
strife and unite. But 
unfortunately, intolerance 
was in no mood to retreat. 
The world watched with 
consternation the fresh 
round of fighting which 
erupted in the disputed 
region of Nagorno-
Karabakh in Azerbaijan 
triggered by religious and 
ethnic differences. After 25 
years, the Caucasus again 
became a powder keg with 
Russia and Turkey rattling 
sabres on either side with 
many giving it a religious 
tinge. Despite the uneasy 
truce, the embers of strife 
are still aglow.

It was a similar scene in 
the Horn of Africa where 
fighting broke out between 
Ethiopian federal troops 
and Tigray separatists, 
again on ethnic lines. 
As the rest of the world 
was busy preparing for 
Christmas, armed men 
alleged to be part of 
militant outfit Boko Haram 
stormed a village in Nigeria 
and gunned down 11 
people on December 24. 
Even when the world is 
overshadowed by the grim 
spectre of the coronavirus, 
which is fast mutating into 
new scarier versions, it 
remains a painful reality 
that we are yet to realise 
the true meaning of 
‘mankind’ and the need to 
have peace. When religious 
leaders across the world 
urge people to forget 
differences and strive for 
tolerance, here is Sadhguru 
- an Indian guru, yogi and 
mystic - who goes one 
step forward by showing 
the road to lasting peace. 

This issue of British Herald 
features this visionary, 
seer, author and powerful 
orator on its cover. He 
underscores the fact that 
it isn’t enough to tolerate 
people professing a 
different creed. In a 2015 

article in The Week, a 
premier Indian news 
magazine, Sadhguru 
wrote that it is essential to 
“experience the oneness 
of existence. When one 
seeks to become one with 
the entire creation, mere 
tolerance of another does 
not cut it. An atmosphere of 
acceptance that embraces 
life in all its diversity is a 
must.” In short, only by 
embracing inclusiveness 
can one ensure peaceful 
coexistence with people of 
diverse faiths and cultural 
backgrounds. 

Sadhguru is one who 
practices what he 
preaches and his non-
profit Isha Foundation 
offers concrete steps 
harnessing ancient Indian 
yogic techniques to bring 
about inner transformation 
in individuals, which 
is essential to accept 
diversity in life in all its 
beauty. This ultimately 
paves the way for peaceful 
coexistence.

At a time when nations 
are scrambling resources 
to fight the spread of the 
pandemic and seek ways 
to bolster the pummelled 
economy, there is no room 
for sectarianism, parochial 

ANSIF ASHRAF 
Managing Editor, British Herald

ansif@britishherald.com

Best,

mentality and strife. The 
need of the hour is the 
practical wisdom of seers 
like Sadhguru to create a 
climate of harmony and 
wellbeing.
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On September 11, 
1893, a young 
Indian monk 
addressed 

the opening session of 
the World’s Parliament 
of Religions in Chicago, 
USA, with the salutation 
“Sisters and brothers of 
America”, receiving a 
three-minute-long standing 
ovation from the 7,000-odd 
participants. For the first 
time, the Western world 
sat up and took notice of 
the spiritual legacy of India 
contained in the words of 
none other than Swami 
Vivekananda, one of the 
most illustrious Indians, 
and the rest is history. In 
an age when ochre-clad 
gurus are dime a dozen, 
peddling everything from 
instant nirvana to material 
wellbeing, there are only a 
few who elucidate ancient 
Indian spirituality and touch 
lives like Vivekananda. One 
such seer who stands out 
for his clarity of thought, 
inspiring words and 

unconventional approach is 
Sadhguru. This yogi, mystic 
and visionary has touched 
the lives of millions around 
the world. His razor-sharp 
wisdom, wit, no-nonsense 
approach to everyday 
realities of life and 
oratorical prowess have 
taken him to international 
forums such as the UN and 
World Economic Forum 
and the world is all ears 
when he speaks. 

If you perceive a guru to 
be someone who goes 
around in saffron robes 
and wooden sandals 
with thick sandalwood 
paste or holy ash on the 
forehead, Sadhguru is a 
study in contrast. Though 
he normally appears in 
colourful chic and ethnic 
outfits, such as a robe, 
shawl and headgear, he 
is equally comfortable in 
trendy riding gear while 
vrooming around on his 
favourite BMW K 1,600 GT 

Everyone deserves a 
pleasant experience of life. 
The best gift you can give 

anyone is to offer them the 
tools to engineer themselves 

into joyful human beings.

>>>

COVER STORY
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weighing a whopping 350 
kg, or shirt and trousers 
while teeing on a high-
profile golf course. Named 
one of India’s 50 most 
influential people, this 
celebrated orator and 
author has the uncanny 
ability to make the ancient 
yogic sciences of India 
palatable to modern minds 
and his pearls of wisdom 
make him one of the 
most-followed celebrities 
on social media platforms. 
By not subscribing to any 
creed, Sadhguru offers 
ways to bring about 
self-transformation, 
which are proven and 
powerful. Blessed with 
a clarity of perception, 
he has dedicated his life 
to ensuring the physical, 
mental and spiritual 
wellbeing of mankind. In 
fact, his outlook on life and 
all living forms surprises 
and intrigues all those he 
encounters. 

Transforming lives

Sadhguru makes a mark 
on the lives of countless 
people around the 
globe through his non-
profit, volunteer-run 
Isha Foundation, which 
is headquartered in the 
southern Indian city of 
Coimbatore and has 
more than 300 centres 
across the world. The 
organisation aims to raise 
human consciousness and 
promote world peace and 
harmony by transforming 
individuals. Isha has 
on offer a plethora of 
programmes that help one 
achieve physical, mental 
and spiritual wellbeing. 
There are highly effective 
yoga programmes 
harnessing the ancient 
Indian gateway to wellness 
as well as projects for 
society, the environment 
and education. Under 
Sadhguru’s guidance, 

Mysticism is not about performing 
miracles. Mysticism is a profound 
exploration of the Miracle of life, which is 
not perceivable by the five senses.
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Isha’s programmes ensure 
that participants perceive 
an inner transformation, 
deeper perception and a 
tectonic shift in the way 
they approach life, their 
profession, family and 
society. For more than 30 
years, Isha has reached 
out to more than 200 
million people irrespective 
of religious affiliations or 
economic and cultural 
backgrounds. Its outreach 
programmes are both 
viable and replicable thus 
becoming a model for 
empowerment as well as 
community rejuvenation.

Perfecting the 
art of Inner 
Engineering

As they say, no man is an 
island and the deeds of 
people have ramifications 
on others. That is why 
transforming individuals 
is of utmost importance 
as it brings about big 

changes in society. And 
there is no better way to 
achieve it than through 
Inner Engineering - a 
unique programme 
designed by Sadhguru for 
wellbeing based on yogic 
techniques dating back to 
several millennia. Modern 
psychologists and savants 

agree that the human 
potential is fathomless, 
waiting to be explored. 
And that is exactly 
what this programme 
does by promoting an 
understanding of one’s 
inner self. It makes use of 
yogic practises, such as 
the 21-minute-long ancient 

Shambhavi Mahamudra 
Kriya, bringing the entire 
system into alignment, 
ensuring the harmonious 
functioning of the body, 
mind, emotions and 
energies. 

This seven-session course 
equips one with the tools 
and solutions to beat 
stress and lead a peaceful 
and happy life. There 
are guided meditations 
and discourses on the 
nature of the mind and 
practical wisdom. This 
enables participants to 
enjoy meaningful, fulfilling 
relationships at home as 
well as in the community. 
It also changes their 
attitude towards work 
and career. To borrow the 
words of Sadhguru, “The 
world is engineered the 
way we want it. But are 
we engineered the way 
we want ourselves to 
be? So, there is a certain 
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way to make this body, 
to make this mind, the 
very chemistry within 
us, the way we want it…. 
Shambhavi Mahamudra 
is a way of activating your 
energies in such a way 
that the very fundamental 

chemistry in the body will 
alter itself within a matter 
of two to three weeks. One 
can even measure this in 
the laboratories…. Once 
your system comes to 
absolute ease, there will be 
no disease.”

This programme has 
benefitted millions around 
the globe and they include 
a range of celebrities, 
ranging from sports stars 
to Bollywood actors and 
musicians. The list includes 
John Lee, editor of the 

Accolades 
come calling
• Received Padma 

Vibhushan, one of 
the highest civilian 
honours given by the 
Indian government, 
for meritorious 
service

• Enjoys special 
consultative status 
with the Economic 
and Social Council of 
the United Nations

• Named one of India’s 
50 most influential 
people by India 
Today magazine

• Indira Gandhi 
Paryavaran Puraskar, 
the Government of 
India’s highest award 
for environmental 
activities

• 2010 Guinness 
World Record for 
Project GreenHands 
for planting over 
800,000 trees in 
three days with the 
help of more than 
200,000 volunteers

• Speaker at reputed, 
leading educational 
institutions including 
Oxford, London 
Business School, IMD, 
Stanford, Harvard, 
Yale, Wharton and 
MIT

Hollywood flick ‘Inception’; 
Chris Rado, a professional 
racing car driver; singer-
song writer Dierks Bentley; 
Shekar Kapur, an award-
winning Indian movie 
director; and Bollywood 
star Kangana Ranaut to 
name a few.
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Author of a New 
York Times 
Bestseller
Sadhguru, who has 
taught meditation to Ozzy 
Osbourne, belongs to that 
rare tribe of seers who are 
blessed with the gift of the 
gab and the gift of words. 
An author par excellence, 
he has penned more than 
25 books on a host of topics 
that appeal to people 
irrespective of religion or 
nationality. However, his 
magnum opus is ‘Inner 
Engineering: A Yogi’s Guide 
to Joy’ published in 2016 by 
Spiegel & Grau/Random 
House. “My aim in this 
book is to help make joy 
your constant companion. 
To make that happen, 
this book offers you not 
a sermon, but a science; 
not a teaching, but a 
technology; not a precept, 
but a path,” said Sadhguru 
about his ‘New York Times’ 

bestseller, which has been 
read by countless number 
of people. Interestingly, his 
biography, ‘More Than a 
Life’, was penned by poet 
Arundhathi Subramaniam.

‘Inner Engineering: A 
Yogi’s Guide to Joy’, 

which recounts this 
fascinating man’s road 
to enlightenment, has 
earned rave reviews 
from some of the most 
notable personalities in 
the literary domain. Indian-
American author Deepak 
Chopra termed the book 

a “fascinating read of 
Sadhguru’s insights and his 
teachings. If you are ready, 
it is a tool to help awaken 
your own inner intelligence, 
the ultimate and supreme 
genius that mirrors the 
wisdom of the cosmos.” 
Author and educationist 
Sir Ken Robinson said 
‘Inner Engineering’ is a 
“loving invitation to live our 
best lives and a profound 
reassurance of why and 
how we can.”

Breaking all 
conventions

At a time when Indian 
spirituality has been sullied 
by countless godmen 
who claim divine powers, 
Sadhguru is a beacon of 
sanity, rational thinking and 
clarity. He himself often 
stresses that he is not a 
spiritual leader who has 
mastered the scriptures. On 
the other hand, he says a 
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guru is not here to interpret 
the sacred books. Instead, 
he is here to bring out the 
possibilities in oneself. He 
also scoffs at charlatans 
who use sleight of hand 
tricks to hoodwink gullible 
souls. 

It is his unconventional 
ways that make him 
popular. Rather than wear 

ochre robes, he loves to 
appear in ethnic attire, 
which is colourful, and he 
loves sports bikes and fast 
cars. As a matter of fact, 
he is at his sartorial best in 
casuals and shades when 
he hits the golf course once 
in a while.

It wouldn’t be wrong to 
say Sadhguru’s life is a 

symphony of contrasts. A 
truant during his childhood 
days as the youngest 
of the four children of 
a doctor and a home-
maker in Mysuru, in the 
state of Karnataka, he 
became an agnostic only 
to undergo a profound 
spiritual transformation 
on a rock atop a hill in his 
hometown at the age of 25. 

Six weeks after the sublime 
experience, he left his 
business and set out on an 
extensive journey, which 
combined meditation as 
well. A year later, in 1983, he 
started to give yoga classes 
in Mysuru in a bid to share 
his beatific experience 
on the hilltop to others. 
Gradually, he expanded his 
classes to other parts of 
Karnataka and Hyderabad. 
Even while pursuing a 
spiritual path, he was a 
loving husband to his late 
better half, Vijaya Kumari, 
and remains the doting 
dad of Radhe Jaggi, an 
acclaimed Bharatanatyam 
dancer. Once a sceptic, he 
is now a spiritual beacon for 
countless people. The once 
boisterous boy is now the 
guiding light to tranquillity 
and enlightenment. An 
avid biker, he still does 
not waste a chance to 
scorch the tarmac on his 
BMW K 1,600 GT. Age 
has not robbed his zest 
for adventure be it riding 
horses or piloting an 
aircraft.

Master of the Zen 
of Motorcycle 
riding

Sadhguru is vocal about 
his love for bikes and there 
was a time when he literally 
lived on a motorcycle 
during his youth days. “I 
never checked into a hotel. 
I slept on my motorcycle. I 
would put my bag on the 
motor crossbar and the 
handlebar, lie down and 
have a sound sleep,” said 
Sadhguru who used to ride 
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a Jawa motorbike during 
his college days. In fact, 
he was part of a fraternity 
of Jawa enthusiasts who 
believed that getting off 
the steed was sacrilege. 
“We used to meet under 
this huge banyan tree on 
our university campus and 
discuss all kinds of things. 
Someone called us the 
Banyan Tree Club. We even 
printed a small, monthly 
journal called the Banyan 
Tree Club Journal,” said the 
guru, who has a bachelor’s 
degree in English and has 
travelled across India on 
his motorcycle. Those days, 
his dream was to travel the 
world on his Jawa. 

After tying the knot with 
Vijaya Kumari, the couple 
used to go on long rides 
and they took a tent with 
them to camp on roadsides. 
“We travelled like crazy 
and did more than 60,000 
kilometres per year on the 

motorcycle,” he said. The 
lure of the throttle has not 
left him one bit and his 
most recent road adventure 
was in September last year 
when he undertook a trans-
USA bike tour to explore 
Native American spirituality. 

Spiritual odyssey 
on two wheels

What makes Sadhguru 
unique among other 
spiritual leaders is the fact 
that he leaves no stone 
unturned when it comes 
to exploring and learning 
about different spiritual 
traditions. Little wonder he 
undertook a motorcycle 
odyssey spanning 9,477 
miles and 19 US states 
in September last year 
in a bid to encounter 
Native American cultures 
and spiritual practices. 
He started off from Isha 
Institute of Inner-sciences 

in Tennessee on his 
beloved BMW to meet 
community leaders, 
elders, medicine men 
and their sacred sites. He 
rode through lands of the 
Lakota, Sioux, the Navajo 
and Hopi Nations who have 
a rich history and legacy. 

He came face to face 
with ancient practices 
and ways of life, which 
are deeply rooted in 
nature and took time 
to soak in nature’s 
marvels such as 
the Grand Canyon 
among others. “This 
is an exploration of 
the American heart. 
What was beating, 
what drove them to 
do what they 
did in 

their lives…. There is a lot 
modern societies need 
to pick up from ancient 
societies. They existed 
here not as exploiters of 
land, but as land itself,” said 
Sadhguru about the trip. 
During his 37-day sojourn, 
accompanied by several 
other riders from Isha, the 
seer realised one of his 
dreams since childhood 
when he crossed the 
mighty Mississippi, which 
is featured in the works of 
noted author Mark Twain. 
His trip was avidly followed 
by millions on social media 
platforms.

Championing the 
cause of rivers

Perhaps, very few seers are 
as passionate about the 
environment as Sadhguru, 
who has been fascinated 
by the majesty and beauty 
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of nature from childhood. 
Even as a kid, he used to find 
time to be in communion 
with nature and used to 
swim in the Cauvery River 
daily from the age of 12 to 
17. For him, rivers in India are 
the bedrock on which its 
ancient civilisation was built. 
However, the deteriorating 
condition of rivers across 
the country and its likely 
ramifications on the public 
worry him a lot. He is one 
of the very few spiritual 
leaders who have taken 
concrete steps to revitalise 
water bodies and spread 
awareness about the need 
to do so. 

Being the erudite visionary 
he is, Sadhguru has warned 
of a looming disaster in 
the subcontinent. If the 
depletion of topsoil and 

water resources goes 
unchecked, then in about 
two decades India will not 
be in a position to feed its 
population and provide 
potable water. Based on 
his vast knowledge and 
experience, Sadhguru 
says that the unscientific 
practices of building check 
dams and digging pits in 
the river and filling them 
with boulders to replenish 
the wells nearby will sound 
the death knell of such 
water bodies. The only way 
to save the precious rivers 
is by restoring the tree 
cover as they prevent loss 
of topsoil and enable it to 
retain moisture during the 
rains and gradually release 
it into streams and rivulets, 
thereby ensuring the steady 
flow in rivers, says Sadhguru, 
who launched Project 

GreenHands a decade ago 
to promote planting of trees. 

“But a large part of India 
is farmed land, which we 
cannot convert to forest. 
The solution is to shift from 
soil-depleting crops to tree-
based agriculture. For that to 
happen, we need to create 
the necessary awareness 
and induce policy changes,” 
he says. As part of his 
project, more than 30 million 
saplings have been planted 
in the southern Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu over the 
years. Stressing the need 
to have government policy 
change to protect rivers, 
Sadhguru says, “We need a 
policy which establishes that 
where there is government 
land around water bodies, 
forests will be created; 
where there is private land, 

horticultural crops will be 
planted.” It is with the aim of 
implementing sustainable 
and long-term policy 
alterations to revitalise 
depleted rivers in India that 
he initiated the Rally For 
Rivers campaign three years 
ago.

In a bid to get public support 
for this epoch-making 
initiative, Sadhguru himself 
drove from Kanyakumari 
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Unfortunately, there is 
little love lost between 
people of those states 
when it comes to sharing 
the waters of this mighty 
river. Disputes regarding 
the quantum of water to 
be shared flare into riots 
occasionally. To make 
matters worse, its water 
flow has shrivelled by over 
40 per cent due to a variety 
of reasons, including loss of 
green cover. 

“People think Kannada 
people and Tamil people 
are always fighting. They 
are fighting because there 
is only one glass of water 
and two people want to 
drink. It is time both of us 
have a glass of water for 
ourselves. Only then we 
will be friends. Otherwise, 
there will be unnecessary 
disputes. Cauvery has 
receded by 40% in the last 
50 years because we have 
removed 87% of the green 

cover in the Cauvery basin,” 
says Sadhguru, who feels 
the time is ripe to take 
action. 

He believes the future of 
the country lies in agro-
forestry, which is all about 
convincing the agrarian 
community to move to 
tree-based cultivation. 
“We have been converting 
around 4,000 farmers per 
year into agroforestry, 
but if we go at this pace it 
may take 80-100 years to 
revitalise Cauvery,” says 
Sadhguru, whose Isha 
Foundation sounded the 
clarion call for collective 
action in the form of the 
Cauvery Calling project 
in 2019. This initiative 
aims to dramatically 
increase green cover in 
the river catchment area 
within a span of 12 years 
by planting close to 242 
crore trees of which 73 
crores will be planted in 

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
in the first phase. There 
is scientific evidence to 
prove that every sapling 
becomes a tree within 12 
years with proper care and 
it retains as much as 3,800 
litres of water in the soil. 
“In the Cauvery basin, we 
want to plant 242 crore 
trees, putting one-third of 
the region under shade. 
If we do this, Cauvery will 
definitely flow,” he says 
about his long-term plan 
to change the fortunes of 
the sacred river for good. 

Ministering angel 
to underprivileged 
children

A man for all seasons, 
Sadhguru is also mindful 
of the plight of the 
underprivileged, especially 
children in the hinterlands 
of India. His Isha Vidhya 
is a pioneering initiative 
which makes a difference 
to their lives by giving them 
affordable, high quality 
education through 10 
schools. Today, as many as 
8,946 students benefit from 
this programme. Isha also 
makes critical interventions 
in government-run schools 
in rural areas of Tamil 
Nadu, helping thousands of 
students. 

Amid the pandemic crisis 
and geo-political tensions 
across the globe, it is the 
need of the hour to heed 
the words of luminaries like 
Sadhguru to bring about 
change and spread the 
message of coexistence 
and harmony.

COVER STORY

at the tip of the Indian 
peninsula to the mighty 
Himalayas in September 
2017. His trip was closely 
watched on social media 
and more than 162 million 
people vowed to support 
the cause. The following 
month, the draft policy 
recommendation was 
handed over to Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

The Cauvery 
crusader

It goes without a doubt 
that Sadhguru has an 
umbilical cord link with 
the Cauvery River, which is 
sacred to people residing 
in the states of Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu. Over the 
centuries, its fertile shores 
have fed the masses and its 
cool water has quenched 
their thirst. Indeed, it is 
the lifeline for thousands 
of farmers in both states. 
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Sadhguru, at a time when 
the pandemic is holding 

the whole world to ransom, 
fear and confusion rule the 
roost. Conflicting claims and 
counterclaims of a cure and 
new strains of the virus have 
left people petrified. As a 
guru who has transformed 
lives, what message do you 
have for people?

Sadhguru: There is genuine 
trouble for all of us right now, 
no question about it. But 
by worrying yourself sick, 
by panicking, you are not 
going to solve any problem. 
You will only double your 
trouble the more you worry. 
To deal with the trouble to 
the best of our capabilities 

‘Challenging times are 
when we should rise’
In an exclusive interview with British Herald, Sadhguru talks about the pandemic, 
breaking stereotypes, the need to fix the soil and the key to world peace

INTERVIEW

or to multiply it in our mind – 
this is the choice we have. I 
would advise, please do not 
multiply this in your mind – 
there are enough problems 
in the world already. Instead, 
let us all see how to minimise 
this problem for ourselves 
and everyone around us. 
This should be the focus. 
Problems will keep coming 
our way, but how gracefully 
we handle them is left to us. 
Challenging times are when 
we should rise. This is a time 
for us to show what kind of 
human beings we are.

As a mystic and visionary, 
you have redefined the 

traditional concept of an 
Indian guru. But at first look, 

many are puzzled by a guru 
who rides sports bikes, wears 
trendy shades, and tees 
on a golf course. How do 
you reconcile your spiritual 
journey with those aspects of 
your personality?

Sadhguru: This image has 
spread everywhere that if 
you eat badly, dress badly 
and live badly, you must 
be spiritual. I confront this 
almost everywhere I go. 
People say, “Oh, he drives his 
own car, what kind of guru 
is he?” If I have a chauffeur, 
will I become more spiritual? 
If someone says they are 
spiritual, the question is 
always, “What are all the 
things you cannot do? Can 

you do this? Can you do 
that?” No, the real question 
is, if you are claiming to be 
spiritual, what are all the 
things that you can do?

A lot of people have this idea 
that spirituality is some kind 
of a disability. This is one 
thing I want to make clear to 
everyone: spirituality is not a 
disability – it is a phenomenal 
empowerment of life. A 
spiritual process is about 
living strong, to be involved 
with everything in the world, 
but unentangled.  

I am not inclined towards 
anything in particular. It is 
just that whatever I do, I do 
it in full rev. Whether I am 
conducting a programme, 
driving a car or a motorcycle, 
or playing golf or football, I 
do it with utmost intensity, 
with absolute passion and 
involvement. Because I am 
involved with just about 
anything that is with me at a 
given moment, people think I 
am multi-faceted. 

The Cauvery Calling 
project is one of the most 

ambitious ones in India. Very 
few spiritual leaders are as 
passionate about nature and 
the environment as you are. 
What makes you such an 
ardent nature crusader?

Sadhguru: People call me 
a tree planter. I am not. 
Yes, we have helped plant 
millions of trees because it 
is a necessity. But my work is 
mainly about making people 
flower. Essentially, my project 
is life. When I say “life”, it 
encompasses nourishment, 
health, education, and 
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definitely the environment. 
One of the biggest concerns 
in the world right now is that 
both the inner ecology and 
the external ecology are in a 
serious condition. 

If you want the next 
generation to live a rich life 
– not in terms of the stock 
market or their bank balance 
but in terms of the life that is 
throbbing within them – what 
is important is clean air, pure 
water and nutritious food. For 
all these to become possible, 
the soil must be rich because 
this body is the same sod. 

What is the condition of the 
soil that we walk upon? Right 
now, the United Nations 
Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) is 
very concerned about India, 
because our soil is dying. 
When we say soil, we are 
largely talking about the 
topsoil. On an average, there 
are 39 inches of topsoil in the 
world. Almost all life happens 
because of these 39 inches.

If we take concrete action in 
the next five to 10 years, then 
in the next 25 to 30 years, we 
could turn the soil around 
quite reasonably. But if we 
wait to take action after 50 
years, it will take 100 to 150 
years to turn the soil around. 
That means four to five 
generations will go through 
terrible states of life because 
the soil is in a bad condition.   

If we fix the soil, the water 
is fixed, air is fixed and 
everything is fixed. Only in 
preserving the quality of the 
soil, the quality of the planet 
and life will endure. This is 

the greatest legacy we can 
leave for our children.

Despite the fact that a 
virus is holding mankind 

to ransom, still there seems 
to be no end to sectarian 
violence and wars as we 
can see in Ethiopia and 
Azerbaijan. Sadhguru, what 
is the way to lasting peace 
and what can you and your 
foundation do about it?

Sadhguru: Conflict is not 
new to the planet; it is as 
old as humanity. There has 
always been friction among 
communities, religious 
groups and nations. But 
we have not looked for an 
enduring solution; we only 
see how to patch it up with 
a peace meet and carry on, 
before it again flares up in 
some other form. 

Only those people who 
are really hit by conflict in 
their lives are serious about 
creating peace. Ninety-
percent of people I have 
seen at any number of 
international conferences, 
just enjoy empty talk; they 
are not really interested in 
a solution, because they 
have not suffered the pain of 
conflict. They only see it on the 
news channels, movies, and 
video games. We are raising a 
whole generation who enjoys 
the excitement of bombs 
blowing up, and body parts 
flying all over the place. It is 
unfortunate. 

We need a long-term, 
dedicated approach of 
building a culture of peace 
in our day-to-day life. This 
will not happen overnight 

because of a resolution or a 
law being passed, but over 
a period of time. It needs 
a committed approach to 
individual transformation. 
Peaceful individuals are the 
building blocks of a peaceful 
world. Peace and joy are 
assurances that you will 
not do unpleasant things 
to someone else. If you 
are feeling pleasant within 
yourself, why would you 
do something unpleasant 
outside? Only when a human 
being is not peaceful, there 
is a possibility of the world 
not being peaceful.

If people brought 
themselves to some sense 
of peace within, then we 
could sit down, talk and 
finish off all the issues that 
we are bound to have 
between us. There has to be 
some give and take, and it 
could be settled. But when 
we are in anger and hatred, 
every little issue gets blown 
out of proportion, and for 
one injustice we will cause 
another. There is no end to 
this.

Before seeing how the world 
should be, we should see 
how we should be within 
ourselves. Individuals 
should first invest a certain 
amount of time on their 
inner wellbeing. Until now 
in the world, we have not 
really addressed how human 
beings can maintain their 
bodies, minds, emotions 
and their very energies 
in a certain state of 
peacefulness. We can offer 
you a wonderful technology 
of Inner Engineering to 
remain peaceful and joyful 

within. My work and the 
work of Isha Foundation 
is essentially to bring 
this to people. If a whole 
generation of people lives 
peacefully, then a culture of 
peace can extend itself to 
the next generation.

Since 2007, the Isha 
Foundation has held special 
consultancy status with the 
United Nations Economic 
and Social Council. Rally 
for Rivers is in association 
with the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
Cauvery Calling (part of RFR) 
is in partnership with the 
United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD), being accepted 
to its Convention of Parties 
(COP) at New Delhi in Sept 
2019. In July 2020, the Isha 
Foundation was accredited 
to the United Nations 
Environmental Programme 
(UNEP) for its outreach efforts. 
For more information on the 
Isha Foundation’s outreach 
initiatives, including Cauvery 
Calling and Isha Vidhya, 
please visit:  
www.ishaoutreach.org

Sadhguru’s flagship 
programme, Inner 
Engineering Online, is 
currently offered free for 
healthcare professionals. 

For more information, please 
visit: ishaeu.org/british_
herald

For all enquiries, please 
email: communications.eu@
ishafoundation.org 
Website:  
isha.sadhguru.org
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T
he United 
Kingdom 
began the New 
Year outside 
the European 

Union's orbit after 
ending a tempestuous 
48-year liaison with the 
European project, its most 
significant geopolitical 
shift since the loss of 
empire. 
 
Brexit took effect in 
substance at the strike of 
midnight in Brussels, or 
2300 London time (GMT), 
at the end of a transition 
period that largely 
maintained the status quo 
for 11 months after Britain 
formally left the EU on 
Jan. 31, 2020. 
 
"This is an amazing 
moment for this country," 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, 56, said in his 
New Year's Eve message. 

"We have our freedom in 
our hands and it is up to 
us to make the most of it." 
 
For five years, the 
frenzied gyrations of the 
Brexit crisis  dominated 
European affairs, buffeted 
the sterling markets and 
tarnished the United 
Kingdom's reputation as a 
reliable pillar of Western 
stability. 
 
Supporters cast Brexit 
as the dawn of a newly 
independent "global 
Britain", but the drama 
has weakened the bonds 
that bind England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 
 
After all the vitriol, one 
of the most significant 
events in European history 
since the fall of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 passed with 
little fanfare: the United 

Kingdom slipped away, 
shrouded in the silence of 
the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
With gatherings banned 
in London and most 
of the country due to 
soaring rates of infection, 
there were few outward 
displays of emotion when 
the Great Bell known as 
Big Ben tolled 11 through 
a scaffold. 
 
As EU leaders and citizens 
bade farewell, Johnson 
said there would be no 
bonfire of regulations to 
build a "bargain basement 
Dickensian Britain" and 
that the country would 
remain the "quintessential 
European civilization". 
 
But Johnson, the face 
of the Brexit campaign, 
has been short on detail 
about what he wants 
to build with Britain's  
"independence" - or how 
to do it while borrowing 

record amounts to pay for 
the COVID-19 crisis.

His 80-year-old father, 
Stanley Johnson, who 
had voted for Britain to 
remain in the bloc, said 
he was applying for a 
French passport, which 
would give him rights 
and freedoms in Europe 
now inaccessible to most 
Britons. 

"Lies And False 
Promises"

In the June 23, 2016, 
referendum, 17.4 million 
voters, or 52%, backed 
Brexit while 16.1 million, or 
48%, backed staying in the 
bloc. Few have changed 
their minds since. England 
and Wales voted out but 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland voted in. 
 
"Scotland will be back 
soon, Europe. Keep the 
light on," Scottish First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
said.

The referendum revealed 
a United Kingdom 
polarised about much 

With little ado, a divided United 
Kingdom casts off into the 
Brexit unknown

NATION
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odds, clinched a Brexit 
divorce treaty and a 
trade deal, as well as the 
biggest Conservative 
parliamentary majority 
since Margaret Thatcher. 
 
Supporters see Brexit as 
an escape from a doomed 
Franco-German project 
that has stagnated while 
the United States and 

China surged. Opponents 
say Brexit will weaken 
the West, further reduce 
Britain’s global clout, and 
make it poorer and less 
cosmopolitan. 
 
French President 
Emmanuel Macron, in a 
New Year's Eve broadcast, 
said Britain would remain 
a friend and an ally but 
Brexit was the product 
of "many lies and false 
promises". 
 
European leaders and 
many Britons opposed 
to Brexit have long 
accused Johnson of 
caricaturing the EU and 
falsely blaming Britain's 
problems on Brussels, 
while making exaggerated 
claims about the potential 
benefits of leaving the 
bloc.

Divided Kingdom

Fuelled partly by Brexit 
which many Scots 
oppose and partly by 
the poor handling of 
COVID-19 by Johnson's 
government, support for 
Scottish independence 
has risen, threatening 
the 300-year-old 
political union between 
England and Scotland. 
 
Sturgeon has said that 
if her Scottish National 
Party wins elections 
to Edinburgh's semi-
autonomous parliament 
scheduled for May, 
an independence 
referendum should take 
place quickly.

more than the European 
Union, and fuelled 
soul searching about 
everything from secession 
and immigration to 
capitalism, the legacy of 
empire and what it now 
means to be British. 
 
Leaving was once the far-
fetched dream of a motley 
crew of “eurosceptics” 
on the fringes of British 
politics: the UK joined in 
1973 as “the sick man of 
Europe”. Two decades 
ago British leaders were 
arguing whether to join 
the euro. They never did. 
 
But the turmoil of the 
euro zone crisis, attempts 
to integrate the EU 
further, fears about 
mass immigration and 
discontent with leaders in 
London helped Brexiteers 
win the referendum with 
a message of patriotic, if 
vague, hope.  
 
"We see a global future 
for ourselves," said 
Johnson who won power 
in 2019 and, against the 

With the United 
Kingdom now out of 
the Single Market and 
European Customs 
Union, there is almost 
certain to be some 
disruption at borders. 
More red tape means 
more cost for those 
importing and exporting 
goods. 
 
After haggling over a 
trade deal for months, 
the British government 
published 70 pages of 
case studies just hours 
before its departure, 
advising companies on 
what rules to follow at 
the new UK-EU border. 
 
The Port of Dover 
expects volumes to drop 
off in early January. The 
most worrisome period, 
it says, will be in mid- 
to late January when 
volumes pick up again. 
 
At the freight terminal 
in southern England 
giving access to the 
Channel Tunnel, traffic 
volumes were low, as 
usual on the first day of 
the year. For the small 
number of trucks that 
went through to France, 
new procedures worked 
well, said John Keefe, 
director of public affairs 
at operator Eurotunnel. 
 
"At 11 o'clock last 
night, the first truck 
rolled through the new 
procedures, just as 
quickly as the truck in 
front of it had rolled 
through when there 
weren't any," he said.

NATION
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B
ritish pets such 
as dogs, cats or 
ferrets will lose 
their current 
European 

Union passports as Britain 
has left the EU's orbit on 
Dec. 31 and will have to be 
microchipped, vaccinated 
and have a special animal 
health certificate to travel  
Britain was granted Part 
2 listed status under the 

EU Pet Travel Scheme 
meaning that those with 
pets and assistance dogs 
will need to jump through 
more hoops to travel to 
the EU. 
 
"We have been granted 
‘Part 2’ listed third country 
status by the EU which 
will ensure that travelling 
with your pet continues 
from 1 January onwards," 

British dogs and ferrets lose EU passports 
but can travel after Brexit

Christine Middlemiss, UK 
Chief Veterinary Officer, 
said. 
 
Pet dogs, cats or ferrets 
must be microchipped, 
vaccinated against rabies, 
treated for tapewom and 
have an Animal Health 
Certificate (AHC) to travel 
to the EU, the government 
said. The rules will also 
apply to pets travelling 

to Northern Ireland from 
Britain.

There will be no 
change to the current 
health preparations or 
documents for pets 
entering Britain from 
either the EU or Northern 
Ireland. 
 
Britain had been seeking 
Part 1 listed status.

NATION
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S
ince the 
COVID-19 
outbreak, 
French care 
home resident 

Colette Dupas's contact 
with her daughters has 
been limited to talking 
via video call, or through 
a window.  
 
Now the 97-year-old 
has been able to feel 
their touch, thanks to an 
inflatable tunnel and two 
plastic sleeves. 
 
The "hug bubble" allows 
care home residents, 
isolated from the outside 
world to protect them 
the virus, to hold hands 
and embrace visiting 
relatives, because at all 
times they are separated 
by a hermetically-sealed 
plastic film.

Dupas ran a bakery in 
Boussois, 6 km (3 miles) 
from the nursing home, 
until her retirement. 
Her family still run the 
business. 
 
When meeting her 
daughters, Dupas 
entered through one end 
of the tunnel. She stood 
in front of the plastic 
sheet and put her arms 
through two plastic 
sleeves stitched into the 
film at shoulder height. 

Her daughters, Marie-
Paule Dronsart and 
Marie-Joseph Marchant, 
approached from the 
other side. Each of them 
put one arm through a 
sleeve. They patted their 
mother's shoulders and 
stroked her white hair. 
 
Before leaving, they took 
turns to kiss their mother 
on the cheek through 
the plastic. 
 
"It has brought comfort," 
said Stephanie Loiseau, 
a nursing assistant at the 
care home in Jeumont, 
near the border with 
Belgium. 
 
Before the bubble was 
installed at the home, 
she added, "residents 
would see their relatives 
through a window or 
through a camera and 
they were really missing 
having real contact". 
 
Once Dupas and her 
daughters left the 
bubble, a care home 
worker disinfected 
the plastic, ready for 
the next encounter: 
Fabienne Dewille 
meeting her mother, 
Raymonde Loire. 
 
Dewille used the plastic 
sleeves to grip her 
mother's hands. "It feels 
good to be able to meet 
like this, doesn't it?" she 
said to her mother.

Cuddling in COVID: 'Hug bubble' lets 
seniors feel the magic of touch
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F
rench trawler 
owner Bruno 
Margolle 
refuses to talk 
of victory over 

British fishermen, when 
European quotas have 
been cut and will soon 
be negotiated annually. 
But for now, the right 
to keep on fishing deep 
into British waters brings 
considerable comfort. 
 
Talks over Britain's post-
Brexit trade relationship 
with the European 
Union went down to the 
wire ahead of a Dec. 31 
deadline, in part due to 
fishing. Fishermen like 
Margolle had backed 
France's tough stance, 
even though it nearly 
scuppered a deal and with 
it their livelihoods.     
 
"It's a relief. I'm not going 
to say otherwise," said 
Margolle, who heads a 
fishermen's cooperative 

in Boulogne-sur-Mer. "We 
were strung up on the 
guillotine, waiting." 
 
For Margolle, whose 
trawler the Nicolas-
Jeremy spends 200 
days of the year chasing 
mackerel, whiting and 
squid through British 
waters, the big win was 
the right to keep fishing 
within the six to 12 mile 
band off Britain's coast.

"It was our red line," 
he said. Some British 

fishermen, despite a 
promise by Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson that Brexit 
would herald a "sea 
of opportunity", talk of 
betrayal. 
 
Overall, the trade deal will 
see a gradual fall in the 
quotas the European fleet 
can catch in British waters, 
reaching a 25% reduction 
in value terms after 5-1/2 
years.

Beyond 2026, Britain will 
be able to further cut 
quotas during annual 
consultations. But any 
disputes could see the 
EU impose tariffs on fish 
imports and other goods. 
With about two-thirds of 
UK-landed fish exported 
to the continent, that may 
give the Europeans some 
leverage.  
 
Even so, France's 
National Maritime Fishing 
Committee said no 
other sector was being 

forced to endure annual 
negotiations. Uncertainty 
would hinder 
investment, Margolle 
said.  
 
He and his three 
fishermen sons would 
face tough decisions 
in the next few years, 
Margolle said.  
 
The cut to European 
quotas will exceed 25% 
for some species, such 
as the mackerel the 
Margolles hunt in British 
waters in May and June 
and which represent 80% 
of their earnings during 
these months. 
 
The family operation 
and the fishing fleet in 
Boulogne-sur-Mer, from 
where the white cliffs of 
Britain's southern shore 
can be seen, would 
need to adapt to survive, 
Margolle said. 

That might mean turning 
to alternative species 
and fishing methods, 
and downsizing the local 
fleet, which will be easier 
if the government helps 
people to retire. 
 
"In the five years we have 
ahead of us, we will have 
to get out of our comfort 
zone," Margolle said. 
"Because the fleet as it 
is will not survive the five 
years. That's clear."

Escaping the 'guillotine': Brexit deal 
brings relief to French fishermen

EUROPE
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F
ashion label 
Gucci will open 
two flagship 
stores on 
Alibaba's online 

luxury shopping platform, 
underscoring the 
importance of the Chinese 
market for high-end 
brands seeking to reverse 
a revenue slide due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Gucci, the profit engine 
of French group Kering, 
is one of the most prized 
names to join the Tmall 
Luxury Pavilion platform, 
which was created in  
2017 and now boasts 
more than 200 brands 
ranging from apparel to 
high-end cars.  

Gucci's first flagship 
store, selling fashion and 
leather goods collections, 
will open on Dec. 21, the 
two companies said in a 
joint statement. A second 
store focused on beauty 

products will launch in 
February 2021 and will 
be operated by Gucci's 
license partner Coty. 
 
China - where consumers 
shop far more by mobile 

Gucci joins Alibaba's luxury e-commerce 
site to woo Chinese consumers

phone apps than in the 
United States or Europe 
- has been a rare bright 
spot for luxury goods 
brands this year, with 
sales surging there  since 
lockdown measures 
began to ease in the 
spring. 
 
Chinese customers 
already represented 
around 35% of luxury 
goods purchases before 
the pandemic and are 
now expected to account 
for almost half of global 
sales of high-end clothes, 
handbags and jewellery 
by 2025, according to 
consultancy Bain. 
 
Luxury brands, which 
used to be more reticent 
to sell their products 
online, have been forced 
by the pandemic to shift 
more business on the 
web, including through 
third parties. They are 
also targeting younger 
consumers who are 
expected to drive the 
post-COVID-19 recovery.  
 
Gucci has its own Chinese 
website, gucci.cn, and 
is present on all major 
Chinese social media 
platforms, including 
Weibo and WeChat. 

Alibaba said Tmall Luxury 
Pavilion has a consumer 
base of 750 million 
people.

BUSINESS
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L
ast December, 
the first infection 
with the new 
coronavirus 
was reported 

to the World Health 
Organization. Twelve 
months later, as the 
charts below show, global 
financial markets have 
been on a roller coaster 
like no other.

January Jitters

The coronavirus wasn't 
even the first thing that 
spooked the markets 
this year. The tone was 
set when an escalation 
of an oil market turf war 
between Saudi Arabia 
and Russia sent oil prices 
crashing more than 5% on 
Jan 8.  
 
Just days later, though, 
China's stock markets 
began to fall as a 
cluster of more than 
50 pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan city sparked a 
warning from the WHO 
that there could be a new 
SARS-like virus. 
 
Oil continued to fall as 
traders began worrying 
about a drop in Chinese 
demand, but other 
major markets were not 
seriously affected until 
mid-February, when it 
became clear the virus 
was rapidly spreading 
out of Asia. Cue carnage. 
From Feb. 20 to March 
24, as Europe's big 

economies locked 
down, MSCI's 49-country 
world share index lost 
more than a third of its 
value, haemorrhaging a 
staggering $18 trillion. 
 
Wall Street's S&P 500, 
Dow Jones and Nasdaq 
slumped 35%, 38% 
and 30% respectively. 
London and Frankfurt's 
internationally exposed 
FTSE and DAX markets 
dropped 35% and 40%. 
Japan's Nikkei fell 30%. 
Chinese stocks saw a 
more modest 16% drop.  
 
"In retrospect, I felt I was 
one of the villagers in 
the boy who cried wolf 
story," said Ben Inker, 
head of asset allocation at 
investment firm GMO. 
 
"We had seen a number 
of potential pandemics 
never really develop ... 
we were assuming that 
this was going to be 
contained, and when it 
didn't we understood why 
the world was freaking 
out." For reference, the 

record quarterly drop 
for Wall Street was 40% 
in 1932, the onset of the 
Great Depression. The 
fact that the S&P and Dow 
were at record highs in 
mid-February made the 
crash this time seem more 
brutal.

March Madness

Governments were 
already trying to shore up 
their economies, but just 
as in the financial crisis a 
decade previously, it took 
powerful central bank 
medicine to steady the 
markets.  
 
The Federal Reserve's 
move to cut US interest 
rates to zero in mid-March 
initially had zero impact, 
but once it opened new 
swap lines to keep money 
markets flush with dollars 
and the European Central 
Bank and other big central 
banks arrived with their 
own measures, the rout 
eased. The amount of 
money and effort thrown 

at the problem has been 
unprecedented.  
 
Bank of America 
calculates that central 
banks have spent $1.3 
billion an hour buying 
assets since March and 
made 190 interest rate 
cuts this year, which works 
out to four every five 
trading days. Global debt 
is approximately 400% 
of world gross domestic 
product, compared with 
around 280% after the 
financial crisis in 2009.  
 
As well as fuelling the 
monster market rebound, 
JPMorgan estimates 
the central bank moves 
have left nearly $35 
trillion, or 83%, of all 
richer, developed nations' 
government debt with 
a negative yield once 
inflation is factored in. 
 
It means investors are 
effectively paying for 
the privilege of lending 
to those countries. 
Germany's finance 
ministry, for example, says 
it has earned more than 7 
billion euros ($8.51 billion) 
from issuing new bonds 
this year.

Record Plunge

Locking down much of 
the world economy has 
not been easy. 
 
By April the International 
Monetary Fund was 

A (markets) journal of the plague year
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forecasting global growth 
would to fall to minus 3 
percent, a 6.3 percentage 
point downgrade from 
its January estimate. 
Its latest forecast is for 
minus 4.4% for the year. 
"This makes the Great 
Lockdown the worst 
recession since the Great 
Depression, and far worse 
than the Global Financial 
Crisis," it has said. 
 
Unemployment and 
global debt levels have 
also surged, and the 
World Bank warns global 
extreme poverty is set to 
rise for the first time in 
over 20 years.

It could push an 
additional 88 million to 
115 million people below 
the breadline this year 
and as many as 150 
million by the end of next 
year.  

April Falls

Stock markets were 
beginning to recover 
in April, but the shocks 
did not stop. Oil went 
negative for the first time 
ever, dropping as low as 
minus $40 a barrel, as oil 
producers began to fear 
storage capacity could 
run out. It did not last 
long, though. By the end 
of April it was back up to 
almost $20 a barrel and 
is now back above $50 
- a 220% gain for anyone 
brave enough to dive in 
- although it is still down 
nearly 25% for the year as 
a whole. 

Winners And 
Losers

A breakdown of the best- 
and worst-performing 
stocks also tells the story 
of the pandemic, which 
has now claimed nearly 2 
million lives.  
 
Malaysian rubber glove 
maker Supermax and 
Korean pharmaceutical 
firm Shin Poong have 
rocketed roughly 780% 
and 1,600% respectively. 
 
The boom in working 
from home and video 
chat has lifted Zoom 
420%. Moderna, one of 
the drug firms delivering a 
vaccine, is up over 470%, 
sit-on-your-sofa stocks 
like Netflix and Amazon 
have jumped 62% and 77% 
respectively. The other 
big trend of the year - 
electric cars - has seen 
Tesla surge 730% and its 
rival Nio charge up over 
1,000%.

At the other end, cruise 
ship company Carnival 
has lost 57%, scores 
of airlines, travel firms 

and retailers have been 
battered, and aircraft-
engine maker Rolls Royce 
has been pummelled over 
50% for the year.

Emerging Hope

Major currencies have 
also seesawed. The 
safe-haven dollar surged 
up until the mid-March 
turnaround but is now 
down 7% for the year and 
6% since late September, 
whereas the euro and yen 
are up roughly 10% and 
5%. Sweden's crown is the 
top 2020 performer with 
a near 13% jump. A 6.5% 
surge for China's yuan will 
be one of its best year's, 
too. But there is still 
plenty of pain in emerging 
markets. 
 
Brazil's real is down 22%. 
Russia's rouble - one of 
last year's top performers 
- is down 17% despite a 
bounce and near bullet-
proof balance sheet. 
Turkey's lira has climbed 
off record lows but is still 
down 19%. Mexico's peso 
and South Africa's rand 

are both down 4% to 5%, 
although they were down 
14% and 20% respectively 
at the end of September.

November Reigns

November was also key. 
First came the U.S. election 
defeat for Donald Trump, 
which raised hopes some 
of the global trade tensions 
would ease. Then days 
later came the long-
awaited news that one of 
main vaccine hopes had 
proved over 90% effective 
in protecting people from 
COVID-19. 
 
That double boost saw 
a record 12.6% monthly 
leap in the MSCI world 
stocks index, adding 
approximately $6.7 trillion 
- or $155 million a minute 
- to the value of world 
equities. 
 
It is still going. Stocks are 
now up over 14% for 2020 
and 70% off their March 
lows. U.S. and German 
government bonds and 
corporate debt have all 
returned between 10% 
and 14%, gold is up 24%, 
while the super-sized 
FAANG tech stocks group 
are up over 100% and 
cryptocurrency Bitcoin 
more than 300%. 
 
"The 2020 stock rally from 
lows is now bigger than 
1929, 1938, 1974; high prices 
clashing with positioning 
(is) verging on greedy 
bullish," BofA analysts 
wrote in note pointedly 
titled 'Frankenbull'.

FINANCE
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"I thought it would be fun 
to actually do that."

The masks will go on 
sale early next year 
for 98,000 yen ($950) 
apiece at his Tokyo 
shop, Kamenya Omote, 
whose products are 
popular as accessories 
for parties and theatrical 
performance. 
 
Okawara chose his 
model, whom he paid 
40,000 yen, from more 
than 100 applicants 

who sent him 
their photos when 
he launched the 
project in October. 
An artisan then 
reworked the 
winning image, 
created on a 3D 
printer. 
 
Initial inquiries 
suggest demand 
for the masks will 
be strong, Okawara 
said. 
 
"As is often the case 
with the customers 
of my shop, there 
are not so many 
people who buy 

(face masks) for specific 
purposes. Most see them 
as art pieces," Okawara 
said. 
 
He plans to gradually 
add new faces, including 
some from overseas, to 
the lineup.

A 
year into the 
coronavirus 
epidemic, 
a Japanese 
retailer has 

come up with a new take 
on the theme of facial 
camouflage - a hyper-
realistic mask that models 
a stranger's features in 
three dimensions. 
 
Shuhei Okawara's masks 
won't protect you or 
others against the virus. 
But they will lend you the 
exact appearance of an 
unidentified Japanese 
adult whose features have 
been printed onto them.

"Mask shops in Venice 
probably do not buy or 
sell faces. But that is 
something that's likely 
to happen in fantasy 
stories," Okawara said. 

Wearing someone else's face: Hyper-
realistic masks to go on sale in Japan
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S
hoppers 
washed their 
hands and 
sterilised their 
smartphones 

in the streets of Tokyo's 
posh Ginza district using 
handwashing stations that 
a Japanese start-up hopes 
will revolutionise access 
to clean water and better 
hygiene. 
 
WOTA Corp set up 20 of 
its WOSH machines near 
popular Ginza stores in 
an initiative with a district 
association aimed at 
encouraging shoppers 
to wash their hands to 
prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. 
 
The machines don't 
require connection to 
running water and don't 

use fresh and waste 
water tanks. Instead they 
recycle the water through 
a three-stage process 
of membrane filtration, 
chlorine and deep 
ultraviolet irradiation. 
 
They also have a device 
that cleans smartphones 
through 20-30 seconds 

of ultraviolet light 
exposure while users 
are washing their hands, 
since touching a dirty 
smartphone would 
otherwise negate their 
handwashing efforts. 
 
The firm had already been 
developing the machine in 
part to alleviate long lines 

Ginza shoppers clean hands, phones 
with high-tech wash stations

at rest rooms when the 
COVID-19 crisis hit early 
this year, Chief Executive 
Yosuke Maeda said. 
 
"Amid the impact of 
COVID-19 we thought 
we had to implement 
this as soon as possible," 
Maeda said. "So we sped 
up development and got 
things moving to have 
it in December in time 
for the third wave of the 
coronavirus." 
 
On average 20 litres of 
water provides around 
500 washes, while the 
filters should be changed 
after about 2,000, he 
said. 
 
The machine, however, 
needs connection to a 
power supply. 
 
WOTA has now begun 
shipments within Japan 
of roughly 4,000 units. 
It aims to expand 
internationally next year, 
with many inquiries 
coming from the United 
States. 
 
Maeda hopes the 
smartphone feature in 
particular will transform 
hygiene habits. 
 
"We thought if it had the 
smartphone sterilisation 
function, maybe people 
who never wash their 
hands will start doing so," 
he said.

INNOVATION
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F
rustrated by 
seeing store 
shelves in Ivory 
Coast lined 
with almost 

exclusively light-skinned 
dolls, Sara Coulibaly 
decided to create 
alternatives in which 
local children could see 
themselves.  
 
Five years on, Coulibaly's 
company Naima Dolls 
employs around 20 
young women who were 
scrambling on a recent 
afternoon to package 
32 models of dolls with 
dark.  
 
"Our hope today is to 
give children the means 
to make good decisions," 
she said in her office 

in Abidjan, decorated 
with African masks and 
colourful wax prints.  

"I want them to be 
conscious of the fact that 
they are beautiful, that 

Ivory Coast company brings Black 
dolls to African children

their culture is beautiful 
and their culture is 
rich," she said, ruing the 
widespread use of skin-
lightening creams across 
Africa. 
 
The names of Coulibaly's 
dolls all come from 
different regions of 
Ivory Coast. The most 
popular is Adjoba - or 
"Born on Tuesday" in 
the Akan language of 
the southeast - a two-
year-old girl with plump 
features. 

An architect by training, 
Coulibaly says she 
draws inspiration for her 
designs from ideas and 
people she has met. 
 
The dolls are 
manufactured in China 
and Spain, although she 
hopes to open a factory 
in Ivory Coast in the next 
few years to satisfy rising 
demand. She currently 
produces 150,000 
dolls per year. At a 
supermarket in Abidjan 
last week, Coulibaly's 
dolls caught the eye of 
many holiday shoppers.  
 
"We got used to white 
people's dolls and now 
we can see Black skin, 
the African woman," 
said Aude Koffi as she 
surveyed the selection. 
"That is what I liked and 
that is why I came to 
have a look."

INNOVATION
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T
he world 
stocked up 
on laptop 
and desktop 
computers 

in 2020 at a level not 
seen since the iPhone 
debuted in 2007, and 
manufacturers still 
are months away from 
fulfilling outstanding 
orders, hardware industry 
executives and analysts 
said. 
 
Remote learning and 
working has upturned 
the computer market 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, zapping sales 
of smartphones while 
boosting interest in 
bigger devices, which had 
become afterthoughts 
to iPhones and Androids 
over the last decade. 
 
"The whole supply chain 
has been strained like 

never before," said Gregg 
Prendergast, Pan-America 
president at hardware 
maker Acer Inc.   
 
Annual global shipments 
of PCs, the industry's 
collective term for laptops 
and desktops, topped 
out at about 300 million 
in 2008 and recently 
were sinking toward 250 
million. Few expected a 
resurgence.

But some analysts now 
expect 2020 will close 
at about 300 million 
shipments, up roughly 15% 
from a year ago. Tablets 
are experiencing even 
faster growth. 
 
By the end of 2021, 
installed PCs and tablets 
will reach 1.77 billion, up 
from 1.64 billion in 2019, 
according to research 
company Canalys. The 

virus pressed families 
into expanding from one 
PC for the house to one 
for each student, video 
gamer or homebound 
worker. 
 
To meet the sudden 
demand, the world's 
handful of big PC vendors 
added suppliers, sped 
up shipping and teased 
better models launching 
next year. It has not been 
enough.  
 
Prendergast said Acer 
has been absorbing 
the cost to fly laptops 
directly to its education 
customers, ditching boats 
and trains to cut a month 
off shipping. Yet with 
assembly lines behind, 
some customers must 
wait four months to get 
shipments.  
 
Components including 
screens and processors 
are hard to get even with 
many factories long past 
virus shutdowns, analysts 
said. They added 2021 
sales forecasts would be 
higher if not for the supply 
issues. 
 
Ishan Dutt, a Canalys 
analyst, recalled a 
customer telling a 
vendor in April that any 
device with a keyboard 
would suffice as long as 

shipments arrived in a 
week. That urgent need 
has subsided, but people 
now want to upgrade, 
maintaining pressure on 
the industry, Dutt said.  
 
Additional government 
stimulus money for 
schools and businesses 
in several countries may 
add to the crunch until 
2022, said Ryan Reith, 
vice president at analyst 
firm IDC.  
 
Some computers 
coming to market in 
the next few months 
address new needs. They 
feature better cameras 
and speakers for video 
conferencing, analysts 
said. More models will 
have a cellular chip, 
aiding users who can 
access 4G or 5G mobile 
signals but not traditional 
Wi-Fi.

Sam Burd, president at PC 
maker Dell Technologies 
Inc, this month said the 
industry "renaissance" 
would soon bring devices 
with artificial intelligence 
software to simplify 
tasks like logging on and 
switching off cameras. 
 
Dell's online orders 
from consumers surged 
62% in the third quarter 
compared with last year. 
Over Black Friday, teams 
that would normally 
ring bells at Dell's Texas 
headquarters to celebrate 
big sales gathered like 
many other people in 
2020 - over Zoom from 
PCs at home.

Laptops, desktop sales see 
'renaissance;' shortages 
won't ease until 2022

TECH



30 JAN-FEB 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

A
rchaeologists 
in northeastern 
Spain have 
uncovered the 

mass grave of 10 women 
killed by a fascist firing 
squad in the early days 
of the Spanish Civil War, 
drawing attention to the 
often overlooked plight of 
women in the conflict. 
 
Well preserved white 
buttons trace a path up 
some of their spines, 
the last remnants of the 
clothes they wore on the 
day they were executed 
on Aug. 31, 1936 after 
being snatched from their 
homes in the village of 
Uncastillo the previous 
night. 
 
Their bodies were 
dumped in a narrow pit 
in the local cemetery in 
neighbouring Farasdues, 
in the region of Aragon. 
Mari Carmen Rios' 
grandmother Inocencia 

Aznares was among them. 
"Why did they kill her?" 
Because they couldn't 
find my uncle? Because 
she could read and write? 
Because she voted for the 
republic? ... I don't know ... 
Nothing they did makes 
sense," Rios said. 
 
More than 500,000 
people were killed 
during the 1936-1939 war. 
Historical foundations 
estimate over 100,000 
bodies remain missing, 

many in unmarked mass 
graves. 
 
The leftist coalition 
government approved 
a bill in September to 
finance exhumations 
from mass graves as 
part of efforts to "restore 
democratic memory".  
 
Academic research on 
the conflict, though 
extensive, has been 
overwhelmingly 
focused on the 
experience of men, said 
Cristina Sanchez, who 
investigates civil-war 
violence against women 
at Zaragoza University.     
 
"Where are all the 
women?... Now we are 
finding that they were 
present as victims 
of violence and as 
perpetrators." 

Some were persecuted 
for their political leanings 

or activism but many 
more were killed as 
substitute victims for 
their male relatives, 
she said. Methods of 
execution were equally 
savage for both sexes.  
 
"We have deaths by 
drowning, deaths 
by hanging, and the 
majority were killed by 
firing squad." 
 
Excavations in Farasdues 
began in November 
but the massacre had 
remained lodged in the 
area's collective memory 
for decades, said 
archaeologist Javier Ruiz. 
 
"Carrying off 10 women in 
one go didn't happen in 
many places, at least not 
in Aragon ... In Uncastillo 
these 10 women have 
never been forgotten." 
 
Next to their grave, 
archaeologists 
uncovered another site 
with the bodies of at least 
seven men, who are yet 
to be identified.  
 
For Rios, the excavation 
triggered powerful 
feelings of outrage, 
which later gave way to a 
sense of closure:  "When 
you say 'We've found her, 
she's there, we're going 
to bury her with grandpa,' 
honestly it makes me 
very happy."

Women's mass grave sheds light on female 
victims of Spanish Civil War
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the shop keeper lowered 
into a counter with circular 
holes. The front of the 
counter was decorated 
with brightly coloured 
frescoes, some depicting 
animals that were part of 
the ingredients in the food 

A
rchaeologists 
in Pompeii, 
the city 
buried in 
a volcanic 

eruption in 79 AD, have 
made the extraordinary 
find of a frescoed hot 
food and drinks shop that 
served up the ancient 
equivalent of street food 
to Roman passersby. 
 
Known as a termopolium, 
Latin for hot drinks 
counter, the shop 
was discovered in the 
archaeological park's 
Regio V site, which is not 
yet open the public. 
 
Traces of nearly 
2,000-year-old food 
were found in some of 
the deep terra cotta jars 
containing hot food which 

sold, such as a chicken 
and two ducks hanging 
upside down. 
 
"This is an extraordinary 
find. It's the first time 
we are excavating an 
entire termopolium," 

Archaeologists uncover ancient 
street food shop in Pompeii

said Massimo Ossana, 
director of the Pompeii 
archaeological park. 
 
Archaeologists also found a 
decorated bronze drinking 
bowl known as a patera, 
ceramic jars used for 
cooking stews and soups, 
wine flasks and amphora. 
Pompeii, 23 km (14 miles) 
southeast of Naples, was 
home to about 13,000 
people when it was buried 
under ash, pumice pebbles 
and dust as it endured 
the force of an eruption 
equivalent to many atomic 
bombs. 
 
"Our preliminary analyses 
shows that the figures 
drawn on the front of the 
counter, represent, at least 
in part, the food and drink 
that were sold there," said 
Valeria Amoretti, a site 
anthropologist. 
 
Amoretti said traces of 
pork, fish, snails and beef 
had been found in the 
containers, a discovery 
she called a "testimony to 
the great variety of animal 
products used to prepare 
dishes". 
 
About two-thirds of the 
66-hectare (165-acre) 
ancient town has been 
uncovered. The ruins were 
not discovered until the 
16th century and organised 
excavations began about 
1750. 
 
A rare documentation of 
Greco-Roman life, Pompeii 
is one of Italy's most popular 
attractions and a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.
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T
he discovery of 
the ruins of old 
Roman baths 
during the 
construction of 

a major drainage system 
in the heart of Jordan's 
capital has posed a 
dilemma: how to preserve 
the country's ancient past 
while providing for its 
modern future? 
 
A government committee 
is expected to decide 
soon on whether to 
expand excavations at the 

site or go ahead with an 
underground canal that 
would divert flood water  
that descends on Amman 
from the surrounding hills. 
 
Remnants of furnaces 
are a sign of an elaborate 
heating system which 
archaeologists believe is 
the first such discovery 
among the remains 
of the ancient city of 
Philadelphia on which 
Amman was built. 
 
"We will balance the 

needs of the city - to 
protect it from flooding - 
to preserving antiquities 
under the streets," said 
Yazid Elayan, head of 
Jordan's Department of 
Antiquities. 
 
"Amman was one of the 
biggest Roman cities and 
it has one of the largest 
baths. Wherever one 
excavates in Amman, 
antiquities can be found," 
he said.

The work on the drainage 
system has been 
suspended while the 
decision is made. 
 
Amman is an old city 
where many symbols 
of Roman civilisation 
are still visible, from the 
Amphitheatre that seated 
6,000 spectators to the 
Nymphaeum fountains 
and the Hercules temple 
on one of Amman's 
highest hills.

Drainage works unearth Roman 
baths in heart of Jordan's capital

Worsening infrastructure 
and haphazard urban 
planning have plagued 
the sprawling city of 
four million people built 
on layers of ancient 
civilisations spanning the 
Ammonites, Moabites, 
Romans, Greeks and the 
Islamic period. 
 
Municipality officials 
have already expressed 
concern that delaying 
the drainage project 

could raise water levels 
in central Amman and 
again flood it during the 
winter. 
 
Amman has seen rapid 
growth in the last few 
decades as a result of 
waves of refugees from 
the Arab-Israel conflicts 
and regional turmoil that 
transformed it from a 
sleepy city to one of the 
Middle East's largest 
urban centres.

HISTORY



JAN-FEB 2021facebook.com/britishherald 33

BRITISH HERALD

W
hen 
Jesus 
strode 
through 
the 

ancient Jewish temple in 
Jerusalem, his feet met 
hewn-stone, earth-tone 
tiles that were geometric 
in design and cool, 
dappled and scuffed to 
the touch. 
 
Such is the understanding 
of Israeli archaeologists 
and masons who, drawing 
on relics and historical 
texts, have recreated the 
sacred flooring so it can 
be experienced today.

"We even made the 
scratches and all kind of 
marks that created the 
same appearance as it 
used to look like at the 
time," archaeologist Assaf 

Avraham said near the 
one- metre square, ankle-
high replica on the Mount 
of Olives, overlooking 
Jerusalem's Old City and 
holy sites.

Archaeologists recreate tiles 
of temple where Jesus walked

According to the New 
Testament, Jesus went 
to the temple as a boy 
for pilgrimage and 
study and, as an older 
preacher, cast out its 
money-changers in 
anger. The Gospel of 
John describes him 
"walking in the temple in 
the portico of Solomon". 
 
The temple was 
designed by King Herod, 
as were other grand 
structures in Roman-era 
Judea. Surviving tiles 
from those ruins told 
the archaeologists what 
materials had been used 
- hand-tooled limestone 
and Dead Sea stone, as 
well as imported marble 
- and that the inlay had 
been the ornate "Opus 
Sectile" style.  
 
Josephus Flavius, a 
Jewish historian of 
the period, wrote that 
temple courts were "laid 
with stones of all sorts", 
another indication the 
tiles were of various 
colours and textures.  
 
Recreating the floor was 
"very tough work" that 
took seven months, said 
Avi Tavisal, manager of 
the team of artisans.   
 
"But it was very 
interesting, and we made 
it with all our hearts," 
he said. "We hope that 
this will be something 
that the people can 
come and see and feel 
and touch and feel the 
feeling how it was 2,000 
years before."
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K
angaroos 
can learn to 
communicate 
with humans 
similar to how 

domesticated dogs do, 
by using their gaze to 
"point" and ask for help, 
researchers said in a study 
published recently.  
 
The study involved 11 
kangaroos that lived in 
captivity but had not been 
domesticated. Ten of the 

11 marsupials intently 
gazed at researchers 
when they were unable 
to open a box with food, 
according to the report. 
Nine alternately looked 
at the human and at the 
container, as a way of 
pointing or gesturing 
toward the object.  
 
"We interpreted this 
as a deliberate form of 
communication, a request 
for help," Alan McElligott, 

Kangaroos can learn to communicate 
with humans, researchers said

the Irish researcher who 
led the study, said. "Wild 
species are not really 
expected to behave as 
those subjects were, and 
that's why it is surprising." 
 
The findings challenge 
the notion that only 
domesticated animals 
such as dogs, horses or 
goats communicate with 
humans, and suggests 
many more animals could 
grasp how to convey 

meaning to humans, the 
paper asserts. 

"We've previously thought 
only domesticated 
animals try to ask for 
help with a problem. 
But kangaroos do it too," 
concluded co-researcher 
Alexandra Green from the 
University of Sydney. 
 
"It's more likely to be a 
learned behaviour when 
the environment is right."
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O
rchids are 
not often 
called 
ugly, but 
that is how 

the Royal Botanic 
Gardens in Kew, London, 
described a new species 
of the normally vibrant 
and delicate flower 
discovered in the forests 
of Madagascar. 
 
Gastrodia agnicellus, 
one of 156 plants and 
fungal species named 
by Kew scientists and 

their partners around the 
world in 2020, has been 
crowned "the ugliest 
orchid in the world". 
 
"The 11 mm flowers of this 
orchid are small, brown 
and rather ugly," Kew said 
in its list of the top 10 
discoveries of the year. 
The orchid depends on 
fungi for nutrition and has 
no leaves or any other 
photosynthetic tissue. 
 
Although assessed as 
a threatened species, 

the plants have some 
protection because they 
are located in a national 
park. 
 
Among the other 
discoveries officially 
named this year were six 
new species of webcap 
toadstool mushrooms 
in the United Kingdom 
and a strange shrub 
encountered in southern 
Namibia in 2010. 
 
Botanist Wessel 
Swanepoel could not 

'World's ugliest orchid' among 
new species named in 2020

place the shrub in any 
known genus and neither 
could anyone else, and 
so Swanepoel called 
Kew's molecular expert 
Felix Forest and his team 
for analysis. 
 
The result was that it was 
not just a new species, 
but a new genus and 
a new family, called 
Tiganophyton karasense. 
 
While around 2,000 
plants are named new 
to science annually, 
new families are only 
published around once a 
year. 
 
The shrub has bizarre 
scaly leaves and grows 
in extremely hot natural 
salt pans, hence its name 
Tiganophyton, derived 
from the Greek 'Tigani', or 
'frying pan', and 'Phyton', 
or 'plant'. 
 
Martin Cheek, senior 
research leader at Kew, 
welcomed the latest 
natural discoveries. 
 
"Some could provide vital 
income to communities 
while others may have 
the potential to be 
developed into a future 
food or medicine," he 
said. 
 
But he warned: "The bleak 
reality facing us cannot 
be underplayed. With two 
in five plants threatened 
with extinction, it is a 
race against time to 
find, identify, name, and 
conserve plants before 
they disappear."

NATURE
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C
oral 
populations 
from 
Australia's first 
"Coral IVF" 

trial on the Great Barrier 
Reef in 2016 have not only 
survived recent bleaching 
events, but are on track 
to reproduce and spawn 
next year, researchers say. 
 
"I'm really excited," said 
Peter Harrison, director 
of Southern Cross 
University's Marine 
Ecology Research Centre, 
who led the development 
of the larvae restoration 
technique which involves 
collecting coral sperm 
and eggs during the 
annual mass spawning on 
the reef.  
 
After culturing larvae 
in specially designed 
enclosures for about a 
week, scientists distribute 
them to parts of the reef 
damaged by bleaching 
and in need of live coral.

Harrison's team, working 
with the Great Barrier Reef 
Foundation, first used the 
tactic just off Heron Island 
in 2016, where more than 
60 corals are now on the 
way to being the first re-
established reproducing 

population on the reef 
through Coral IVF. 
 
"This proves that the 
larvae restoration 
technique works just as 
we predicted and we can 
grow very large corals 

Coral IVF trial offers hope of renewal 
for Australia's Great Barrier Reef

from tiny microscopic 
larvae within just a few 
years," Harrison said after 
visiting the restoration 
site in early December. 
 
The corals varied in 
diameter, from just a few 
centimetres to the size 
of a dinner plate, and 
were healthy, despite a 
bleaching event that hit 
Heron Island in March.  
 
The March bleaching was 
the reef's most extensive 
yet, scientists said, and 
the third one in five years. 
 
Bleaching occurs when 
hotter water destroys the 
algae which corals feed 
on, causing them to turn 
white. 
 
A recent study from 
James Cook University 
found the reef had lost 
more than half of its coral 
in the past three decades 
and raised concern that 
it is less able to recover 
from mass bleaching 
events. 
 
The Great Barrier Reef 
runs 2,300 km (1,429 
miles) down Australia's 
northeast coast spanning 
an area half the size 
of Texas. It was world 
heritage-listed in 1981 
by UNESCO as the 
most extensive and 
spectacular coral  
reef ecosystem on the 
planet.

ENVIRONMENT
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I
n a summer that 
was supposed to be 
unusually cool and 
wet, Australian builder 
Rob Lye did not 

expect to be trapped by 
a bushfire on sub-tropical 
Fraser Island and battling 
with his neighbours to 
protect their homes.

With climate change 
overriding some 
of Australia's more 
moderating weather 
forces, scientists say 
wildfires like the one that 
tore through half of the 
island's forest in recent 
weeks are increasingly 
likely.

"We just found a safe spot 
to settle and rest while 
the fire was burning," said 
Lye, 52, of the island's 
Happy Valley township.  
 
"It wasn't pleasant," he 
said, adding that the 
local community, many 
of whom opted against 

following an evacuation 
order, saved all 50 or so 
houses before sheltering 
for safety as fire tore 
through the island on 
Monday. 
 
The first major bushfires 
of the 2020-21 fire season 
first broke out in the 
southern hemisphere 
spring even as Australia 
was still recovering from 
last season's record 
infernos, which not long 
ago would have been 
considered a once-in-a-
generation event. 
 
Research released in 
March found that human-
caused global warming 
made the 2019-20 fires at 
least 30% more likely to 
occur. 
 
"For any specific 
event, it's actually very 
difficult to say 'the dry 
condition and the fire is 
attributable to climate 
change'," said Wenju Cai, 
a climate scientist at the 
Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research 
Organisation. 
 
"But one thing we are sure 
of is that climate change 
will make soil and land dry 
faster," Cai said. "It's the 
background conditions 
that can be attributed to 
climate change." 
 
The fire on Fraser Island 
burned through 80,000 

Bushfires in a wet year have Australia's 
scientists looking to climate change
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hectares (198,000 acres) 
of wilderness on the 
heritage-listed island off 
the country's northeast. 
The fact that fire could 
do so much damage 
in a La Nina year – 
which normally brings 
high rainfall and lower 
temperatures – offers 
yet another sign that 
global warming is making 
Australian weather less 
predictable. 
 
"What we're seeing at 
Fraser Island I haven't 
seen in my lifetime," said 
Richie Merzian, climate 
and energy director at 
think tank The Australia 
Institute. 
 
"That doesn't mean that 
it is a direct manifestation 
of climate change, but 
we know that (climate 
change) is definitely 
part of the picture, and 
it is making these things 
worse."

Perfect Storm

There were signs that 
2020 would not be a 
typical La Nina before the 
Fraser Island fire sparked 
in mid-October. 

The country was 
experiencing its hottest 
spring on record, and 
rainfall over southeast 
Queensland, home of 

Fraser Island, was "well 
below average", the 
Bureau of Meteorology 
said. 
 
Australia has had nine 
of its 10 hottest years 
on record since 2005, 
prompting authorities 
to warn that fire risk will 
continue to grow. This 
year is also on track to 
feature among the hottest 

years on record. There 
is a "very clear linkage" 
between climate change 
and high temperatures, 
low humidity and 
dry fuel - the main 
ingredients of bushfire 
risk, said Mark Howden, 
director of Australian 
National University's 
Climate Change Institute 
and vice chair of the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. 
 
On Fraser Island, property 
owners like Lye said their 
efforts were helped by 
planning a year earlier, 
when fires destroyed 
millions of hectares in the 
country’s southeast. 
 
Residents want to get 
permission for controlled 
burns, to diminish forest 
fuel and reduce wildfire 
hazards. But securing 
permission for such burns 
is difficult on Fraser Island, 
home to the world's only 
tropical forest that grows 
on sand.  
 
With the island's wildfire 
now coming under 
control, evacuees have 
been able to return to 
survey the damage. 
 
"I was in tears because I 
didn't realise how close it 
had come. It literally had 
burned to the grass on the 
edge of all the houses," 
said Elspeth Murray, 
head of the Happy Valley 
Community Association. 
 
"You fight hard on the 
day, and then it hits you 
afterwards."

ENVIRONMENT
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T
he novel 
coronavirus 
has upended 
many aspects 
of life in cities 

worldwide, particularly as 
large numbers of white-
collar workers choose 
to work from home and 
shun public transit - 
shifts that are likely to 
last, according to urban 
experts. 
 
This will have an 
enormous impact on 
city centres and central 
business districts (CBD) 
that have typically been 
the economic hubs 
and main generators of 
income for cities. 
 
What is the future of city 
centres and CBDs, and 
how will cities adapt? 
Here are some views.

Mono To Mixed 
Use

The South Korean 
government has said it 
will buy empty hotels and 
offices and convert them 
into residences, while 
Singapore is encouraging 
redevelopment of old 
offices and parking spaces 
in its CBD. 
 
The UK government has 
also loosened planning 
regulations to permit 
easier conversion of 

shops to residential uses. 
"CBDs are essentially non-
resilient because they are 
mono use. 

They were designed 
for a massive inflow of 
people in the morning and 
leaving in the evening," 
said Chintan Raveshia, 
cities planning and design 
leader at consultancy 
Arup. 
 
A push for more mixed-
use developments in 
CBDs is the way forward, 
he said, including with 
high-tech manufacturing 
and urban farms, as well 
as luxury and affordable 
housing. 
 
"CBDs can then lure a 
mix of residents including 
families, who can help 
build a community and 
an identity that CBDs 
generally lack now," he 
said.

Well Buildings

With an increased focus 
on health and hygiene, 
cities will push for WELL 
certification, a global set 
of building standards 
for wellbeing through 
improved air quality, 
water, light and more 
comfort, said Matthew 
Tribe, executive director 
at architecture firm 
CallisonRTKL in Dubai. 

"In the Middle East, for 
example, many buildings 
have been over-designed, 
and there is now an 
opportunity for... smart 
tech and nano-tech to 
improve the materials 
and performance of the 
building, and in turn, 
creating a better quality of 
life," he said.

Public Transit Dip

Public transport use 
worldwide fell as people 
worked from home and 
avoided enclosed spaces. 
In the City of London, 
public transport use was 
down 71% from pre-COVID 
levels, according to 
Google Mobility Report's 
data as of mid-December. 
 
In Sydney, public 
transport use was down 
by about a third, while in 
New Delhi it was down 
43%, the data showed. 
 
"Enthusiasm for public 
transport may not fully 
recover," said Tony 
Mathews, a senior 
lecturer in urban and 
environmental planning 
at Australia's Griffith 
University. 
 
"There may be fewer 
workers in cities because 
some will continue 
to work from home, 
further reducing public 

transport demand," he 
said. As residents took 
to biking, walking and 
personal mobility vehicles, 
authorities from Jakarta 
to Bogota added bicycle 
lanes, closed off streets 
to cars, and converted 
parking spaces. 
 
"The downside is that 
several people have 
opted for personal modes 
of transport," said Jaya 
Dhindaw, director of 
integrated urban planning 
at World Resources 
Institute in India. 
 
"The upside is that a 
significant number of that 
personal transport mode 
includes cycles and other 
active mobility solutions," 
she said.

More Parks

Public spaces and parks 
in or near CBDs are seeing 
a revival, as these spaces 
became islands of relief 
for residents wanting to 
venture out for exercise 
and fresh air. 
 
"City authorities and 
citizens alike have 
gained new-found 
appreciation for parks 
and public spaces, 
and the importance of 
improving the quality and 
quantity of open spaces, 
and improving access 

More parks, fewer offices? How the 
coronavirus will change city centres
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to them," said Dhindaw. 
"This makes me optimistic 
that civic authorities will 
pay more attention to 
provisioning more such 
spaces in cities." 

'Doughnut' Cities

With high streets and 
CBDs emptied out from 
San Francisco to Sydney, 
so-called doughnut 
cities have emerged, with 
abandoned city centres 
and flourishing suburbs. 
 
"We were already 
seeing the trend of 
suburbanisation and the 
rise in satellite CDBs in 

peripheral areas before 
COVID-19, as more jobs 
moved to the suburbs," 
said WRI's Dhindaw. 
 
"This might just be the 
opportunity for policies 
and practices that lead to 
a new imagination of the 
CBD," she said. 
 
Mini-CBDs will emerge 
in different areas of the 
city, said Arup's Raveshia, 
with an uptick in remote 
working hubs in the 
suburbs, as well as more 
co-working spaces and 
informal community 
spaces where people 
can gather. Authorities 
will also need to consider 

where new urban 
populations might come 
from if large numbers of 
workers leave cities, said 
Matthews. 

"Building new urban 
communities may happen 
through improved urban 
design, rent deals, 
reduced business rates," 
he said.

15-Minute Cities

Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo 
is aiming for the "quarter-
hour city", where most 
daily needs are within a 
15-minute walk, bike ride or 
public transport commute, 

to reduce congestion and 
pollution, and improve 
quality of life.

The concept will be 
adopted more widely as 
residents prefer to stay 
local, with planners needing 
to reconfigure streets to 
focus on the needs of 
pedestrians, and seeing 
pavements as vital spaces 
for walkability and mobility, 
said CallisonRTKL's Tribe.  
 
"It will result in a changed 
cityscape that is not only 
more resilient to future 
crises, but that is also more 
inclusive, designed  
around those that live in it," 
he said.

ARCHITECTURE
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A 
painting of a 
woman using 
an iPad, a 
vase depicting 
children 

dreaming of computers 
- both historical objects 
with a contemporary twist 
highlighting the world's 
growing digital divide 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
    The exhibition at 
Barcelona's Analog 
Museum of Digital 
Inequality aims to 
show how this gap - 
laid bare by COVID-19 
-disproportionately affects 
women and low-income 
and ethnic minority 
groups. 
 
The so-called "digital 
divide" refers to the gap 
between those who have 
access to computers and 
the internet, and those 
with limited or no access. 
 
About 54% of the global 
population used the 
internet last year, but 
less than a fifth of 
people in the least-
developed countries 
were online, according 
to the International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU), a United Nations 
agency.  
 
"Technological inequality 
is a hidden problem, (but) 
it has become especially 

obvious throughout this 
unprecedented year," said 
Isabella Longo, project 
director at BIT Habitat, 
the nonprofit behind the 
exhibition, which opened 
last month.  
 
With the pandemic forcing 
people everywhere to 
move online for work, 
school and socialising, 
citizens and governments 
have had to take a 
technological leap, 
which risks leaving some 
behind, she said. 
 
"Technology has been a 
barrier for those people 
without (computer) skills 
and who are often part 
of groups at risk of social 
exclusion," Longo Said. 
 
The pandemic has not 
only revealed the extent 
of digital inequality, 
but has also widened 
it drastically, say tech 
experts.  
 
"The digital divide has 
always been there, but 
what the COVID-19 
pandemic has done is 
turn it into a canyon," said 
Lourdes Montenegro, 
digital inclusion 
lead at the nonprofit 
World Benchmarking 
Alliance, which earlier 
this month launched 
a corporate digital 
inclusion benchmark.  
"As more businesses 

embrace digitalisation 
as an adaptation to the 
pandemic, we run the 
risk of leaving more 
people behind," he said.

Digital Gender 
Gap

The exhibition, which 
is planned to run until 
late next year, includes 
a painting created this 
year by Spanish artist 
Yaiza Ares called "From 
an iPad" which highlights 
the gender gap. 
 
The artwork, a 
reinterpretation of 
American realist painter 
Edward Hopper's "Hotel 
Room," depicts a woman 
sitting on a bed and 
looking at text on an iPad 
that reads: "Only 17% of 
technology specialists in 
Europe are women." 
 
The digital gender gap 
remains a persistent 
issue, one that needs 
radical cultural, 
structural and systemic 
change, said Longo. 
 
A 2018 report by the 
European Parliament 
found that women 
tend to avoid studies 
in information and 
communication 
technology (ICT) and are 
under-represented in 
digital careers.

In the European Union, 
nearly four times as 
many men as women 
graduated from ICT 
courses in 2020, 
according to the EU's 
statistics office Eurostat. 
 
Inadequate economic 
resources also make 
women less likely 
to have access to 
technology, resulting 
in a lack of digital skills 
that are transferable to 
the workplace, policy 
experts say. 
 
In some regions, 
the gender divide 
is significantly more 
pronounced, with 
South Asian women 
about 70% less likely 
than men to have a 
smartphone and African 
women more than 30% 
less likely, according 
to the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development. 
 
The pandemic has 
exacerbated existing 
gender inequalities 
due to increased 
telecommuting, said 
Konstantina Davaki, a 
social policy fellow at 
the London School of 
Economics.  
 
Women are over-
represented in casual, 
part-time and temporary 
jobs that offer little 

Spanish art show spotlights 'hidden' 
digital divide in pandemic
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flexibility to work from 
home, she explained.  
 
And as job markets 
continue to deteriorate 
due to the pandemic, 
further reducing women's 
digital access, "the digital 
gender gap is likely to 
deepen," Davaki said in 
emailed comments.

'Wholesale 
Learning Loss'

While some children sit 
studiously doing maths 
and art classes at their 
home computers, other 
less fortunate ones look 
on wistfully, wishing they 
had their own screens.

The scene decorates a 
ceramic pot by Spanish 
artist Maria Melero – her 
modern-day version of 
an ancient Greek pot – 
which is included in the 
exhibition to illustrate 
how the digital divide has 
impacted children. 
 
Children's charities say 
school closures have 
spotlighted the digital 
divide among children 
from different socio-
economic groups. 
 
Two-thirds of the world's 
school-aged children do 
not have internet at home, 
according to a report 
published last month 
by UNICEF, the United 

Nations children's agency, 
and the ITU. Nearly 
250 million students 
worldwide are still out of 
school due to COVID-19-
related closures, it said. 
 
"Closing the digital divide 
is a fundamental equity 
issue, critical to breaking 
the cycle of poverty," said 
Lane McBride, a partner 
at Boston Consulting 
Group. 
 
Only then can students 
develop crucial digital 
literacy, as well as 
professional and technical 
skills that they will need 
in their future careers, 
he wrote in an email. 
"With the onset of the 

pandemic, this divide has 
threatened wholesale 
learning loss," said 
McBride. 
 
Davaki, the social 
policy expert, said that 
permanently closing the 
digital divide requires 
state institutions, 
policymakers, civil 
society and the private 
sector to cooperate to 
ensure that everyone, 
everywhere can get 
online for free. 
 
"Access to technological 
infrastructure and 
the internet must 
be guaranteed to all 
communities and be free 
of charge," she said.

ART
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T
hey are using 
medical 
syringes in 
Assisi these 
days, but it 

has nothing to do with 
the pandemic. Restorers 
are using them to save 
priceless 700-year-old 
frescoes by Giotto. 
 
They are almost finished 
with a year-long project 
to clean and consolidate 
the frescoes in the Chapel 
of the Magdalene in 
the lower basilica of St. 
Francis that houses the 
tomb of the 13th century 
saint. 
 
The frescoes depict 
scenes from the life 
of Mary Magdalene, 
including one where 
Jesus resurrects Lazarus. 
Several years ago, during 

a check of the frescoes, 
chief restorer Sergio 
Fusetti heard hollow 
sounds when he knocked 
on them, indicating that 
the plaster holding them 
was slowly detaching 
from the walls. 
 
Officials decided to carry 
out the first restoration of 
the frescoes in nearly 50 

years. "After the cleaning 
we do the consolidation. 
That is done by making 
tiny holes and using a 
plastic syringe... the same 
type used for injection of 
medicine on ourselves. 
We inject an acrylic resin 
bond," Fusetti said. 
 
"Then we eliminate the 
old patchwork from 
previous restorations that 
were badly done or done 
with plaster. 

We re-do them using only 
sand and lime and then 
we move on to the final 
phase, the aesthetic one, 
that is done exclusively 
with water colours," he 
said. 
 
Consolidating the 
frescoes is important 
in an area like Assisi 
because of the regularity 
of earthquakes. Even a 
minor tremor can lead to 
the detachment of plaster. 

The upper basilica, which 
includes Giotto's most 
famous frescoes, was 
severely damaged by 
an earthquake in 1997. 
It's ceiling collapsed, 
killing four people inside, 
including two Franciscan 
monks.

The Assisi basilica is 
a place of pilgrimage 
not only for the faithful 
but also for artists and 
art history students, 
because it contains about 
10,000 square metres of 
frescoes by Giotto and 
other masters such as 
Cimabue, Simone Martini, 
and Pietro Lorenzetti. 
 
"All of the best who 
existed at the time are 
here," said Fusetti. 
 
One of the restorers, Sara 
Panzino, said she feels a 
mix of awe, privilege and 
responsibility when she 
cleans and touches up a 
Giotto fresco. 
 
"There is a technical 
side ... but on the 
other hand there is a 
restorer's sensitivity, 
which certainly makes 
a difference because 
it is acquired though 
experience and allows 
us to return the true 
nature of a work of art 
to its historic and artistic 
heritage," she said. "We 
make the difference."

Restorers save Giotto frescoes in Assisi's 
Chapel of the Magdalene
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M
ove over 
K-Pop. 
Here 
comes 
T-Pop. 

 
Thai female band Lyra, 
backed by the world's 
biggest music label 
Universal Music Group 
(UMG), is hoping to 
harness its devoted 
fan base and match 
the success of South 
Korean artists who have 
who turned 'K-Pop' 
into an international 
phenomenon. 
 
"We have high 
expectations. We want 
to introduce ... T-Pop 
music to the world," said 

20-year-old Lyra member 
Jennis Oprasert. 
 
Last year UMG 
partnered with Thai 
firm Independent Artist 
Management (iAM) to 
launch the six-member 
group, after auditioning 
some 80 girls and young 
women from the popular 
idol group BNK48. 
 
"It's a bet," said Paul 
Sirisant, who heads 
UMG in Thailand. But he 
believes originality will 
drive the band's success. 
 
The group trained for 
months remotely via 
Zoom and later lived 
together in a house after 
plans to go to Los Angeles 
were interrupted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
"We saw them transform 
into their individual artistic 
selves, which is great, but 
there were many tears," 
Sirisant said. 
 
Navigating the shift 
from BNK48's musical 
style was not always 
straightforward. 
 
"It's not an easy ride 
at all," said 18-year-
old Natticha 'Fond' 
Chantaravareelekha.  
 
"The dancing, the music 
genre is different. I've 
never done it before, but 
even though it's hard, I've 
loved (doing) it since I was 
a kid, so I'm ready." 
 
Their eponymous debut 
single has over 6.5 million 

K-Pop? How about T-Pop? Thai 
artists shoot for global audience
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views on YouTube after 
about two months online. 
 
"We incorporated Thai 
elements by including 
sounds from two 
traditional instruments," 
another member, 
Punsikorn 'Pun' Tiyakorn, 
20, who also came up with 
the group's name. 
 
Fans at home and abroad 
have been supportive. 
 
"I will support them until 
the end," said 23-year-
old Danaiphat Singto, 
as he watched a video 
of a performance by 
the band in Bangkok. "I 

really want them to reach 
global audiences." The 
band is part of a wave of 

Thai musicians gaining 
attention from audiences 
and investors abroad.

Thai-German singer 
Jannine Weigel was 
the first artist to sign 
with RedRecords, a 
venture between UMG 
and low-cost carrier 
AirAsia. 
 
Early signs of success 
already have labels 
planning new groups. 
 
"We plan to have more 
bands with Universal," 
chief operating officer 
at iAM, Nataphol 
Pavaravadhana, said. 
 
"It will be different from 
Lyra for sure. Maybe 
indie. Stay tuned."

ENTERTAINMENT
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S
ome 
moviegoers in 
the Philippine 
capital, tired 
of lengthy 

COVID-19 restrictions, 
are opting for a taste of 
Venice, bobbing in front of 
the big screen in socially 
distanced gondolas. 
 
Gondoliers in striped 
uniforms steer and 
position each boat in an 
outdoor canal to watch 
full-length films, a rare 
chance to visit the cinema 
after nine months of 
lockdowns. 
 
"Riding a boat made it 
a unique experience," 

patron Violet Gatchalian 
told Reuters at the Venice 
Grand Canal-themed 
shopping mall in Manila. 

"It's also one of the first 
cinemas to reopen so we 
wanted to try it." Philippine 
cinemas have been 

Movie by gondola: Philippine 
cinema offers Venice-themed 
pandemic escape

closed since mid-March, 
when President Rodrigo 
Duterte imposed one 
of the world's toughest 
and longest lockdowns. 
With more than 456,000 
coronavirus infections 
and 8,875 COVID-19 
deaths, the Philippines is 
Southeast Asia's hardest-
hit country after Indonesia.    

The government started 
gradually reopening 
the economy in June, 
but most non-essential 
businesses remain shut 
- in Manila, the gondola 
cinema and a drive-
through theatre are the 
only movie venues. 
 
Gondola moviegoers may 
sit two to a boat, with up 
to 10 guests per screening 
and boats kept metres 
apart. Admission is 500 
pesos ($10), roughly the 
minimum daily wage in 
the capital. 
 
The float-in cinema 
aims to lift the spirits 
of guests and help film 
industry workers, said 
Graham Coates, head 
of Megaworld Lifestyle 
Malls. 
 
Guests bring their own 
earphones and listen 
to audio broadcast 
at a radio frequency 
available only to those 
aboard the gondolas. 
Open-air cinemas are 
seeing a revival in many 
parts of the world as the 
leisure industry figures 
out how to deal with 
the constraints of the 
pandemic.

ENTERTAINMENT



JAN-FEB 2021facebook.com/britishherald 47

BRITISH HERALD

M
ovie theatre 
operators, 
after a year 
of dismal 
ticket sales 

during the pandemic, 
are hoping a lineup of 
superheroes, fighter 
pilots and cinema's most 
famous spy will help them 
stage a comeback in 2021. 
 
Roughly two-thirds of 
theatres remain shut 
in the United States 
and Canada, normally 
the world's largest film 
market. Box office receipts 
in 2020 plunged 80% from 
a year earlier.  
 
But theatre owners and 
industry analysts see 
reason for optimism as 
COVID-19 vaccines roll out 
and James Bond, Black 
Widow and other heroes 
star in new blockbusters 
set to begin lighting up 

screens in the spring.

"I think we'll see a lot of 
improvements throughout 
2021, but I do think it 
will take some time to 
get there," said Shawn 
Robbins, chief analyst with 
BoxOfficePro.com. "It won't 
be an overnight return to 
normal by any means." 
 
The timing of any rebound 
is uncertain, as debut 
dates could change. 
Hollywood executives 
have repeatedly shuffled 
their schedules as they 
try to judge when the 
pandemic will fade. Initial 
excitement over vaccines 
has been tempered by 
slow distribution. And 
audiences will have more 
choices to stream at 
home. 
 
Currently, studios plan 
to send theatres a heavy 

lineup of big-budget 
movies that were yanked 
from the 2020 schedule.

James Bond thriller "No 
Time to Die," from MGM 
and Comcast Corp's 
Universal Pictures, is 
scheduled for April. "Black 
Widow," from Walt Disney 
Co's Marvel Studios, and 
Universal's new "Fast & 
Furious" installment are 
set for May. 
 
Anticipated summer 
movies include "Top 
Gun: Maverick" from 
ViacomCBS Inc's 
Paramount Pictures, 
Universal's animated 
"Minions: The Rise of Gru," 
and Marvel's "Shang-Chi 
and the Legend of the Ten 
Rings." 
 
The theatre business was 
buoyed by the turnout 
for "Wonder Woman 
1984" over the Christmas 
holiday. While far short 
of a normal action movie 
debut, ticket sales for 
the movie from AT&T 
Inc's Warner Bros. came 
in higher than expected, 
even though U.S. 
audiences could stream 
the film at home on HBO 
Max.     
 
Warner Bros. plans 
the same dual-release 
strategy in 2021 for 17 
films, including a "Dune" 
remake and "Godzilla vs. 

Kong." The performance 
of "Wonder Woman 1984" 
demonstrated an appetite 
for the big screen, B. Riley 
analyst Eric Wold said in a 
research note.  
 
"This helps support 
the thesis that when 
consumers are allowed 
back to theatres with 
attractive content, 
they will once again 
become moviegoers," 
said Wold, who follows 
major chains including 
AMC Entertainment and 
Cinemark. 
 
B&B Theatres, which 
operates in nine states, 
sold out some of its 
"Wonder Woman 1984" 
showtimes on Christmas 
Day, executives said. But 
they offered only 25% to 
50% of seats, depending 
on the state, to ensure 
social distancing.  
 
"We're seeing week after 
week our attendance 
go up," said executive 
vice president Bobbie 
Bagby Ford. But she 
added she did not expect 
the industry to hit "any 
semblance of normal" 
until vaccinations expand 
and attendance limits can 
be lifted.  
 
"It's probably going to 
be the holidays of 2021 
before I see us back to full 
swing," she said.

Theaters look to Bond and Black Widow 
to spark 2021 moviegoing

ENTERTAINMENT
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W
ant to 
look 
good 
for a 
Zoom 

meeting but don't want 
to get too dressed up? 
A Japanese apparel 
company has created 
a "Pajamas Suit" that's 

Japan's Pajama Suit helps 
teleworkers look good for 
Zoom calls

meant to resemble office 
attire but feel as snug as 
sleepwear. Aoki Holdings 
is marketing the navy, 
beige, black and dark grey 
suits for both men and 
women to teleworkers 
as "more than pajamas 
and less than fashionable 

clothes." Sold as suit 
separates, the jackets are 
knit cardigans and can 
be mixed and matched 
with elastic-waist pants 
designed for sitting for 
long periods. All items in 
the collection cost 4,990 
yen ($48) each in Aoki's 
online store. 
 
The "pajama suit" 
highlights the ways 
clothing makers are trying 
to adapt as they struggle 
to sell business suits with 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
keeping office workers at 
home. 

Aoki has warned it will 
book billions of yen in 
losses this year. A survey 
by the Pew Research 

Center shows that most 
Americans want to 
continue working from 
home even after the 
pandemic, suggesting 
apparel companies will 
need to continue to 
innovate in a new era of 
"office" work.

FASHION
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I
nspiration for high 
fashion can come 
from strange places. 
For one Taiwanese 
designer, it's 

upcycling old wires and 
bolts from the power 
industry.  
 
Wang Li-ling, 36, scours 
dumps, picking up old 
bits of metal and wires 
from Taiwan's main 
electricity supplier to 
add extra flair to her 
clothes. 
 
"For example, there's 
quite a lot of material 
from Taipower that they 
have phased out," Wang 
said in her studio.  
 
"These materials have 
been used for more 
than 20 or 30 years. At 
least more than 10 years. 

Lights! Models! Garbage! 
Taiwan designer turns waste 
into fashion

So their colour or the 
mottled feeling they give 
you is different from new 
material." 
 
The wires and other 
materials are stitched 
onto dresses and other 
items of clothing, giving 
them a futuristic feeling, 
and drawing a warm 
reception at a fashion 
show in Taipei. 
 
"Actually, it is my first time 
seeing a Taiwan fashion 
designer turning recycled 
things into new ideas," 
said Taiwanese lifestyle 
influencer Andrew Chen, 
who was at the show.  
 
"Everyone knows the 
fashion industry is about 
fast fashion. And it is 
wasteful. It expanded my 
horizons today that I saw 
how to use old materials 
to create something new, 
and then present it with 
creativity."     
 
A popular destination for 
trendy tourists in pre-
coronavirus times, Taiwan 
has an up-and-coming 
fashion scene, whose 
designers are starting to 
make an impact on the 
world stage. 
 
With many global 
events shuttered or 
moved online due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Taiwan put on Taipei 
Fashion Week in October 
featuring live shows, a 
testament to the island's 
successful efforts to 
control the spread of the 
illness.

FASHION
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W
hen 
Ryu 
Han-
na, a 

20-year-old university 
student, got cosmetic 
surgery on her nose in 
mid-December, she had 
a simple reason: it might 
be the last chance to do 
so covertly before people 
start taking off masks 
this year as vaccines are 
distributed. 
 
Ryu, who has been 
attending her courses 
online throughout 
2020, said the ability to 
recuperate at home and 
wear a mask in public 
without drawing attention 
were deciding factors. 
 
"I always wanted to get 
a nose job ... I thought 
it would be the best to 
get it now before people 
start taking off masks 
when vaccines become 
available in 2021," she said 
as she prepared for the 
4.4 million won ($4,013) 
procedure. 
 
"There will be bruises and 
swelling from the surgery 
but since we'll all be 
wearing masks I think that 
should help," she added.

As end to pandemic mask-
wearing nears, South Koreans 
scramble to arrange cosmetic 
surgery

That attitude is fuelling 
demand for such 
operations in South 
Korea, which had already 
experienced a pickup in 
cosmetic surgery in 2020. 
 
The country has been a 
world capital of cosmetic 
surgery even during 
non-pandemic times. 
The industry is estimated 
to be worth about $10.7 
billion in 2020, up 9.2% 
year-on-year, and is 
expected to hover around 
$11.8 billion this year, 
according to Gangnam 
Unni, the country's largest 
online cosmetic surgery 
platform. 
 
Cosmetic surgeons say 
patients are interested 
in all parts of the face: 
those that can be easily 
hidden under masks, such 
as the nose and lips, as 
well as those that face 
coverings don't conceal, 
which some consider the 

criteria of beauty in the 
coronavirus era. 
 
"Both surgical and non-
surgical inquiries about 
eyes, eyebrows, nose 
bridge and foreheads 
- the only visible parts 
- certainly increased," 
said Park Cheol-woo, 
a surgeon at WooAhIn 
Plastic Surgery Clinic, who 
was in charge of Ryu's 
operation. 
 
Surgeon Shin Sang-ho, 
who operates Krismas 
Plastic Surgery Clinic in 
the centre of Gangnam 
district, said many 
people have spent their 
emergency stimulus 
payment from the 
government at hospitals 
and clinics, boosting 
revenue in the third and 
fourth quarter of 2020.  
 
"I felt like it's sort of a 
revenge spending. I've 
sensed that customers 

were expressing their 
pent-up emotions 
(from the coronavirus) 
by getting cosmetic 
procedures," Shin said. 
 
Government data 
showed that of 14.2 
trillion won ($12.95 
billion) government 
cash handouts, 10.6% 
was used in hospitals 
and pharmacies, the 
third-largest segment 
by classification behind 
supermarkets and 
restaurants, though the 
details of hospital types 
were not disclosed. 
 
Gangnam Unni data 
showed its users surged 
63% from a year earlier to 
about 2.6 million last year. 
They requested 1 million 
counselling sessions, 
double the amount from a 
year earlier. 
 
The pandemic made 
it harder to promote 
services to foreign clients, 
so in the last year it 
embraced a more local 
and regional focus. 
 
But a third wave of 
coronavirus at home 
remains a concern as the 
country reports record-
breaking daily cases. 
 
"We've seen growing 
numbers of cancellations 
in consultation 
appointments recently 
as people refrain more 
from going outside ... 
especially customers 
from the suburbs mostly 
postponed their surgeries 
to 2021," Park said.

LIFESTYLE



JAN-FEB 2021facebook.com/britishherald 51

BRITISH HERALD

T
he Michelin 
Guide's 
restaurant 
inspectors 
had a trickier 

task than usual finding 
their noteworthy chefs of 
the year, rushing to get 
a seat at top tables after 
coronavirus lockdowns 
forced eateries to close 
for extended periods.  
 
Revered as the bible of 
gastronomy, the Michelin 
Guide is on track to reveal 
its top French picks in 
January, after already 
releasing some listings 
elsewhere including 
in Spain and Japan, 
Gwendal Poullennec, its 
international director said. 
 
"As soon as restaurants 
re-opened, the inspectors 
were the first on the 
scene," Poullennec said. 
They had to adapt in 
some cases, like when 

a restaurant needed 
a few days to operate 
normally, and returned 
to fully appreciate the 
offer, Poullennec added. 
Known for their exacting 

standards, the Michelin 
inspectors' choices can be 
controversial, with some 
chefs fighting back in the 
past after losing stars. 
Some 3,236 restaurants 

Juggling lockdowns, Michelin Guide raced 
to find its star chefs

globally now carry 
Michelin stars, up from 
3,093 at the start of 2019. 

The number of restaurant 
reviewers working for 
the guide is kept secret, 
although Michelin has 
disclosed people from 
15 nationalities work as 
inspectors.  
 
This year, the guide, 
first published in 1900, 
wanted to press ahead 
as a means of paying 
tribute to one of the 
industries hardest hit by 
coronavirus measures 
worldwide, Poullennec 
said. In France, seen by 
many as the standard-
bearer for fine-dining, 
restaurants may only 
re-open on Jan. 20 at 
the earliest, after being 
forced to shut since the 
end of October.  
 
The Michelin Guide has 
had to innovate too, 
and has tried to foment 
an online following by 
publishing chef's recipes.  
 
For the first time this 
year, it has begun to list 
recipients of a "green 
star" - recognising 164 
chefs worldwide who 
emphasise seasonal 
cooking and use of local 
suppliers.  
 
The French Michelin 
stars will be revealed on 
Jan. 18.

CUISINE
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When Sorawut 
Kittibanthorn 
was looking 

for new types of waste to 
recycle, the then London-
based student was drawn 
to the millions of tons of 
chicken feathers being 
discarded each year.   
 
Now back in his homeland 
of Thailand, the 30-year-
old is seeking funding 
to continue his research 
into how best to convert 
the nutrient component 
found in the feathers into 
a powder that can be 
transformed into a lean, 
protein-rich source of 
edible food.   
 
"Chicken feather contains 
protein and if we are able 
to serve this protein to 
others in the world, the 
demand from everyone... 
will help reduce waste," 
Sorawut said.   

Indeed the potential 
appears huge, given that 
Sorawut reckons about 
2.3 million tons of feathers 
are being dumped in 
Europe alone each year. 
 
And with generally higher 
poultry consumption in 
Asia, he believes there 
could be up to 30% more 

feather waste that could 
be exploited in the region. 
 
Sorawut, who studied 
for a Masters of Material 
Futures in London, said 
the idea still needs to go 
through other research 
and development phases. 
 
But prototypes including 
his take on chicken 
nuggets and a steak 
substitute have received 
positive reviews from 
some. 
 
"You know the texture 
is very complex and 
advanced. It’s something 
you wouldn’t imagine 
that chicken feathers will 
be able to improvise into 
this kind of dish," said 
food blogger Cholrapee 
Asvinvichit, after tucking 
into "steak" served with 
gravy, mashed potatoes 

and a salad.  "I really 
could imagine this 
(being served) to me in 
some like, Michelin star 
(restaurant), or some fine 
dining experience."  
 
Hathairat Rimkeeree, a 
food sciences professor 
at Kasesart University, 
was also pleasantly 
surprised by the results. 
 
"I think it does have the 
potential to become an 
alternative food source in 
the future."  
 
Plant-based substitutes 
for meat have been 
gaining popularity 
as more people shift 
towards vegan or 
vegetarian diets, amid 
growing concerns about 
health risks from eating 
meat, animal welfare 
and the environmental 
hazards of intensive 
animal farming. 
 
While feather-based 
foods could not be 
categorised as vegan 
or vegetarian, Sorawut 
feels they should be 
considered ethical dining.        
 
"I plan to approach the 
zero-waste restaurants 
first because even though 
these dishes are made 
from poultry waste, it is 
still a by-product from 
animals (we normally 
consume)."

Thai researcher wonders if chicken 
feathers on the menu might fly
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backgrounds gather and 
share the experience of 
dining over breakfast, 
lunch and dinner," UNESCO 
said. 
 
Celebrity chefs including 
Anthony Bourdain and 
Gordon Ramsay have 
effused over favourite 
hawker centre dishes such 
as chicken rice. The 2018 
film Crazy Rich Asians 
showed its stars tucking 
into heaped plates at a 
famous night market, and 
some stalls even gained 
Michelin stars for meals 
costing only a few dollars. 
 
However, Singapore's 
hawker culture does face 
its challenges.  
 
The median age of hawkers 
in the city-state is 60, and 
younger Singaporeans 
are increasingly shunning 
cramped, sweaty kitchens 
for office jobs. The 
COVID-19 pandemic also 
dealt a blow, halting the 
usual train of tourists to 
the centres, while even 
locals were prevented from 
dining out for a few months 
during a lockdown earlier 
this year. 
 
Singapore must submit 
a report every six years 
to UNESCO, showing 
the efforts made to 
safeguarding and 
promoting its hawker 
culture.

S
ingapore's 
tradition of 
communal 
dining at 
hawker centres, 

open air food courts 
popularised by celebrity 
chefs and hit films such 
as 'Crazy Rich Asians', 
has been recognised by 
UNESCO for its cultural 
significance.  
 
The United Nations' 
cultural agency 
announced it had 
added the city-state's 
"hawker culture" to its 
Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity, 
nearly two years after 
Singapore submitted a bid 
to be included in the list.

Singapore's hawker 
centres were set up to 
house former street 
vendors, or "hawkers" in 
an effort to clean up the 
island in the 1970s and 
serve a variety of cheap, 

no-frills dishes to locals 
as well as providing a 
social setting.   
 
"These centres serve as 
'community dining rooms' 
where people from diverse 

Singapore's foodie "hawker" culture 
given UNESCO recognition

CUISINE
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A 
record 
number of 
journalists 
were 
imprisoned 

during 2020, as 
governments cracked 
down on coverage of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
or tried to suppress 
reporting of civil unrest, 
the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) said. 
 
At least 274 journalists 
were in jail as of Dec. 1, 

the most since the New 
York-based group began 
collecting data in the 
early 1990s, the report 
said, up from at least 250 
last year. 
 
Protests and political 
tensions were the cause 
of many arrests, with 
the most made in China, 
Turkey, Egypt, and Saudi 
Arabia, it said. 
 
Amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, authoritarian 

leaders tried to control 
reporting by arresting 
journalists. At least two 
journalists died after 
contracting the disease 
in custody, the report 
said. 
 
"It's shocking and 
appalling that we are 
seeing a record number 
of journalists imprisoned 
in the midst of a global 
pandemic," CPJ Executive 
Director Joel Simon 
said in a statement. The 

Record number of journalists 
imprisoned in 2020

report blamed a lack 
of global leadership on 
democratic values, and 
in particular attacks 
on the media by U.S. 
President Donald Trump, 
which it said gave cover 
to authoritarians to crack 
down on journalists in 
their own countries. 
 
Globally, 34 journalists 
were jailed for "false 
news" in 2020, compared 
with 31 last year, it said. 
 
"The record number of 
journalists imprisoned 
around the world is 
President Trump's press 
freedom legacy," Simon 
said. 
 
While no journalists were 
in prison in the United 
States as of Dec. 1, 110 
were arrested or charged 
in 2020, many while 
covering demonstrations 
against police violence, 
the CPJ said. 
 
Countries where 
the number of jailed 
journalists rose 
significantly include 
Belarus, where the re-
election of its long time 
president sparked mass 
protests, and Ethiopia, 
where political unrest 
has led to armed conflict. 
 
The report found that 
two-thirds of journalists 
in jail were charged with 
anti-state crimes such as 
terrorism or membership 
of banned groups, 
while no charges were 
disclosed in nearly 20% 
of cases.

HUMAN RIGHTS
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I
n a shady corner of a 
cemetery in Myanmar’s 
commercial capital of 
Yangon, pastel-colored 
headstones mark 

the final resting places 
of dozens of beloved 
pets: "Treasure", "Blacky", 
"Princess", "Bark A Lotzzi".  
 
Local doctor Tin Htun 
Naing said he created 
the burial ground, the 
country’s largest and best 
known, in 2015 when his 
dog, Little Daughter, died 
after 15 years of loyal 
companionship and he 
couldn’t find a place to 
inter her.  
 
While pet ownership is 
on the rise, few people 
in densely populated 
Yangon have gardens. 
When pets die, many have 
little choice but to dump 
their bodies in landfills 
or rivers, or find a plot of 
unused farmland.

"I couldn’t dump her in 
the wild when she died 
because I took care of her 
as my own child," Tin Htun 
Naing said. He went to a 

local cemetery and asked 
a gravedigger to bury her 
there, later helping other 
grieving owners to do the 
same.  
 
Now, some 300 pets are 
buried there, mostly dogs 
- including a celebrity 
police sniffer dog named 
Sergeant Michael - but 
some cats and one rabbit.  
 
Each burial, handled by 
a local family who takes 
care of the graveyard, 
costs about $70.  
 
Pet cemeteries have long 
existed in the West and 
have proliferated around 

Myanmar doctor battles to keep country's 
best known pet cemetery open

the world in recent years, 
including in other parts of 
Southeast Asia.  
 
But Tin Htun Naing says 
Yangon residents could 
soon have to find an 
alternative. Municipal 
authorities have ordered 
burials to stop after 
complaints about the 
interment of animals close 
to human graves. 
 
"I have no intention to 
disrespect the people 
who died and were buried 
here," he said. "I just 
created some space to 
bury pet animals as I think 
they should have their 
proper graves too." 
 
Aung Myint Maw, 
director of environmental 
conservation at the 
Yangon City Development 
Committee, said there 
were no legal guidelines 
covering the disposal of 
animals in Myanmar but 
pet cemeteries could be 
established if there was 
public demand.  
 
Sein Wa Ti, a pug fanatic 
who has a large posse 
of the dogs at her home, 
said she hoped the site 
could remain open. 
 
"On behalf of pet 
lovers, I want to ask the 
government to recognize 
this pet cemetery," she 
said.

ODDLY-ENOUGH



56 JAN-FEB 2021 www.britishherald.com

BRITISH HERALD

F
or more than 
300 "ice miners" 
in Harbin, work 
begins in the 
numbing cold 

before dawn every day 
on the frozen Songhua, 
a broad river that winds 
its way through the 
northeastern Chinese city. 
 
Wielding long ice picks, 
the workers break up 
the frozen surface of the 
kilometre-wide river into 
crate-sized blocks of ice. 
 
Many of them 
construction labourers or 
farmers, they wear knee-
high rubber boots, down 
jackets, thick gloves and 
hats with flaps to protect 
their ears from the frigid 
air. 
 
"We come to mine ice at 6 
a.m. every day," said Zhang 
Wei, 40. "We need to work 
overtime sometimes, until 
8 or 9 p.m., even late after 
midnight."

Lunch is brief - a bowl 
of piping-hot noodles, 
dumplings or steamed 
buns. Makeshift canteens 
built with wooden poles 
and see-through sheets 
offer a little warmth. 

Every day since early 
December, tens of 
thousands of ice blocks 
have been prised out of the 
river and moved by truck 
to the venue of Harbin's 
annual winter festival, 

China 'mines' ice from river to 
build frozen castles, pagoda

where they are used to 
build life-sized castles, 
pagodas, bridges and 
even a functioning hotpot 
restaurant. 

Ice from the river is 
essential.  
 
"Artificial ice isn't that 
thick, and isn't strong 
enough to stand in 
the wind," said Wang 
Qiusheng, who has been 
carving ice for the festival 
for 20 years.  
 
Organisers are racing to 
complete the sculptures 
at the festival venue - a 
busy scene of forklifts, 
cranes and scaffolding.  
 
The ice blocks are 
painstakingly laid on 
top of one another while 
workers shape, trim and 
cut them to size with 
chainsaws, pickle forks 
and tooth chisels.  
 
The 37th Harbin 
International Ice Snow 
Festival is due to begin 
on Jan. 5, and will 
feature skiing, sledding, 
mass weddings, winter 
swimming and a theme 
park of ice sculptures 
bathed by coloured lights. 
 
With China's international 
borders heavily restricted 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, domestic 
tourists are expected to 
account for the bulk of 
visitors marvelling at the 
ice sculptures next month 
in temperatures below 
minus 35 Celsius (minus 31 
Fahrenheit).

ODDLY-ENOUGH



JAN-FEB 2021facebook.com/britishherald 57

BRITISH HERALD

T
he task of 
sniffing out 
passengers 
infected with 
COVID-19 

at Chile's Santiago 
international airport is 
going to the dogs. 
 
A team of Golden 
Retrievers and Labradors 
sit when they smell the 
virus and get a treat. 
The canines sport green 
"biodetector" jackets with 
a red cross.   
 
Passengers at an airport 
health checkpoint wipe 
their necks and wrists with 
gauze pads that are then 
put in glass containers 
and sent to the dogs 

Sit, stay, detect COVID! Chile dogs report 
for duty at Santiago airport

to see if they detect 
COVID-19. 

Sniffer dogs are best-
known for finding drugs 
and explosives but have 
also previously been 
trained to detect malaria, 
cancer and Parkinson's 
disease. 
 
Dogs trained to detect the 
novel coronavirus have 
already begun sniffing 
passenger samples at 
airports in the United Arab 
Emirates and Finland. 
 
A study recently found 
dogs can identify infected 
individuals with 85% to 
100% accuracy and rule 
out infection with 92% to 
99% accuracy.   

Chile's Carabinero 
police trained the dogs 
and Inspector General 
Esteban Diaz said dogs 
have more than 3 million 
olfactory receptors, more 
than 50 times those of 
humans, so were uniquely 
placed to help fight the 
coronavirus. 
 
Infections in Chile are far 
down from a peak in June 
but have begun rising 
again with about 2,000 
new cases on average 
reported each day, 
according to a Reuters 
tally. Chile has a total of 
589,189 confirmed cases 
and 16,217 deaths from 
the disease.

ODDLY-ENOUGH
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A 
7-year-old 
Ugandan boy 
has become 
a sensation 
in his country 

with his precocious 
display of aircraft 
knowledge and budding 
flying skills.  
 
Graham Shema has been 
interviewed on local 
television and his name 
is prefixed in newspapers 
and on social media with 
"Captain". Germany's 
ambassador and the 
country's transport 
minister have invited him 
for meetings. 
 
A lover of math and 
science, the student has 
flown as a trainee three 
times on a Cessna 172.  
 
He says he wants to be 
a pilot and an astronaut, 
and someday travel to 
Mars. "My role model is 

Elon Musk," said the boy, 
a pilot's white shirt and 
black slacks hugging his 
small frame.  
 
"I like Elon Musk because 
I want to learn with him 
about space, to go with 
him in space and also to 
get a handshake."  
 
Musk founded SpaceX 
and the private rocket 
company recently 
launched two Americans 
into orbit and hopes to 

one day send humans to 
Mars. 
 
One recent morning 
at Uganda's Entebbe 
International Airport, his 
instructor asked him to 
explain how the engines 
worked on a Bombardier 
CRJ900 plane parked on 
the tarmac.  
 
His voice struggling to 
rise above the roar of a 
plane's running engines, 
Shema rattled off the 
answer: "The inlet tubes 
suck in the air and inject 
it into the compressor, 
the compressor squeezes 
it with the fans, after 
squeezing it with the fans, 
it becomes hot," Shema 
said, playfully gesturing 
and proceeding to detail 
how an engine creates 
thrust.   
 
Shema's curiosity for 
flight was piqued by a 
freak incident. When he 
was 3 years old, a police 

helicopter flew so low 
to the ground that it 
blew off the roof of his 
grandmother's house 
on the outskirts of the 
Ugandan capital Kampala 
while he was playing 
outside.   
 
"It triggered something in 
his mind," said his mother, 
travel agent Shamim 
Mwanaisha, 29. Her son 
began peppering her with 
endless questions about 
how planes work, she 
said. 
 
Last year, she contacted 
a local aviation academy 
and Shema began lessons 
at home on aircraft parts 
and aviation vocabulary. 
After five months of 
coursework, Mwanaisha 
paid for practical flying 
lessons for her son.  
 
"I felt like a bird flying up," 
Shema said of his first 
flight. He had never flown 
on a plane before.   
 
He flew three times as 
co-pilot between January 
and March before the 
pandemic stopped his 
practice.  
 
He has since been 
focusing on aviation 
theory, and immersing 
himself in videos about 
aviation and space 
exploration on his virtual 
reality viewer.

Seven-year-old boy who adores Elon Musk 
is sensation on Ugandan aviation scene

ODDLY-ENOUGH
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T
he number 
of people 
killed in large 
commercial 
airplane 

crashes rose in 2020 to 
299 worldwide, even as 
the number of crashes 
fell by more than 50%, 
a Dutch consulting firm 
said. 
 
Aviation consulting 
firm To70 said in 
2020 there were 40 
accidents involving large 
commercial passenger 
planes, five of which 
were fatal, resulting in 
299 fatalities. In 2019 
there were 86 accidents, 
eight of which were fatal, 
resulting in 257 fatalities.

Large commercial 
airplanes had 0.27 fatal 
accidents per million 
flights in 2020, To70 said, 
or one fatal crash every 
3.7 million flights -- up 
from 0.18 fatal accidents 
per million flights in 2019. 
 
The decline in crashes 
came amid a sharp 
decline in flights due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Flightradar24 reported 
commercial flights it 
tracked worldwide in 2020 
fell 42% to 24.4 million. 
 
More than half of all 
deaths in the To70 review 
were the 176 people killed 
in January 2020 when a 
Ukrainian plane was shot 

down in Iranian airspace. 
The second deadliest 
incident was the May 
crash of a Pakistan airliner 
crashed in May killing 98. 
 
Large passenger airplanes 
covered by the statistics 
are used by nearly all 
travelers on airlines but 
exclude small commuter 
airplanes in service. 
 
Over the last two 
decades, aviation 
deaths have been falling 
dramatically. As recently 
as 2005, there were 
1,015 deaths aboard 
commercial passenger 
flights worldwide, the 
Aviation Safety Network 
(ASN) said. 

Aviation deaths rise worldwide in 2020 
even as fatal incidents, flights fall

Over the last five years, 
there have been an 
average of 14 fatal 
accidents for commercial 
passenger and cargo 
planes resulting in 345 
deaths annually, ASN said. 
 
In 2017, aviation had its 
safest year on record 
worldwide with only two 
fatal accidents involving 
regional turboprops that 
resulted in 13 deaths 
and no fatal crashes 
of passenger jets. The 
United States has not had 
a fatal U.S. passenger 
airline crash since 
February 2009 and  one 
fatality due to a U.S. 
passenger airline accident 
in that period.

AVIATION
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T
he world is 
set to boost 
efforts to 
stop children 
working 

as 2021 marks the 
International Year for 
the Elimination of Child 
Labour, amid concerns 
that COVID-19 has fuelled 
the practice. 
 
The resolution 
implementation by the 
193-member United 
Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) aims to increase 
awareness and spur 
action to end child 
labour worldwide by 
governments and other 
actors. 
 
The number of child 
labourers worldwide has 
dropped significantly 
to 152 million children 
from 246 million in 2000, 
according to the U.N. 
International Labour 
Organization (ILO). 
 
But the coronavirus 
pandemic could reverse 
two decades of work to 
combat the practice, and 
jeopardise a U.N. global 
goal of ending child 
labour in all forms by 
2025, the ILO has warned. 
 
Children who were 
already working before 
the pandemic may now 
be facing longer hours 
and worse conditions, 

while others could be 
forced to work by families 
struggling to survive the 
economic downturn, 
according to several 
experts and campaigners.

Jo Becker, 
Children's Rights 
Advocacy Director, 
Human Rights 
Watch (Hrw)
"The choices that 
governments make now 
are crucial. They can both 
lessen the worst impacts 
of the crisis on children 
in the short term and set 
children up for success in 
the long term.  
 
A critical step that 
governments can take 
is to get children back 
into school as soon as 
possible once COVID-19 is 
under control. Authorities 
should follow up 
individually with children 
who do not show up for 
classes and try to re-
engage them. 
 
Governments and 
donors also need to 
help vulnerable families 
directly to address the 
financial distress that 
sends children to work. 
Regular cash transfers 
to poor families can help 
them meet their basic 
needs without resorting to 
child labour."

Cornelius 
Williams, 
Associate 
Director Of Child 
Protection, Unicef

"COVID-19 has further 
highlighted how the most 
vulnerable children are 
exposed to exploitation 
during pandemics, 
including being forced 
into child labour.  
 
This must be the warning 
sign for governments, civil 
society and U.N. agencies 
to step up and prioritise 
strategies to eliminate 
child labour. 
 
We are calling for 
more comprehensive 
social protection, easier 
access to credit for 
poor households, the 
promotion of decent 
work for adults, measures 
to get children back 
into school, increased 
investments in social 
services, and more 
resources for labour 
inspections and law 
enforcement."

David Westlake, 
Ceo, International 
Justice Mission 
(Ijm) Uk

"Successfully eliminating 
child labour will require 
local governments to be 

resourced and committed 
to enforcing the laws that 
protect children. 
 
We hope the UNGA 
declaration leads to 
greater investment by 
national governments, 
donor nations, and 
international organisations 
in increasing the capacity 
for countries around the 
world to investigate and 
suppress the worst forms 
of child labour, and to 
hold those who exploit 
children accountable.   
 
In recognising the 
persistent scourge of 
child labour in 2021, we 
have the opportunity to 
integrate policies and 
programmes that will 
protect children from 
violence and exploitation 
into COVID-19 recovery 
plans."

Victor Sande-
Aneiros, Writer 
And Editor, 
Child Rights 
International 
Network (Crin)
"We would like to see 
eradicated all forced, 
exploitative and harmful 
work carried out by 
anyone of any age. 
 
However, for children 
and adolescents who 
work in a capacity that 

How can the world boost efforts 
to end child labour in 2021?
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doesn't amount to forced, 
exploitative and harmful 
labour, we would like to 
see their work recognised 
as such, for them to be 
granted the same labour 
rights and protections as 
any worker, and for their 
work to be regulated to 
prevent violations. 
 
Child labour unions 
have for years been 
calling for labour rights 
and protections to be 
extended to them. We 

would also like to see 
members of child labour 
unions invited to global 
conferences on so-called 
child labour."

Alison Sutton, 
Global Director Of 
Child Protection, 
Save The Children

"If we want to see results 
on the ground, we're 
going to need real 
support for communities, 

including families, local 
leaders, and employers, 
as they all have an 
extremely important role 
in preventing child labour. 
 
There's been a huge 
impact on schools 
closures for this 
generation, causing 
the biggest education 
emergency in history.

The knock-on effects can 
be deep and long lasting, 
and the world needs to 

put education at the very 
heart of global recovery 
efforts.  
 
Local communities 
can help to identify the 
children and families most 
at risk, while governments 
need to make this a 
priority and invest in 
child-focused programs 
to protect them."

Rose Caldwell, 
Ceo, Plan 
International Uk

"We are at a critical 
juncture in the fight 
against child labour. The 
COVID-19 pandemic 
is hitting household 
incomes hard, meaning 
that global poverty and 
food insecurity is rising. 
The poorest and most 
marginalised are worst 
affected and a growing 
number of children are 
being forced to work to 
support their families.  
 
Girls are especially 
vulnerable; they are the 
first to be denied their 
right to an education, or 
to suffer the triple burden 
of housework, schoolwork 
and work outside of the 
home. 
 
We urge those in power 
to engage girls, youth 
groups, and current and 
former child labourers 
throughout the process. 
Only by listening to those 
affected can we create a 
world where every child 
has the right to a safe 
education."

IN FOCUS
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F
rom Belarus 
to Nigeria 
to Thailand, 
women played 
a prominent role 

in protest movements 
this year, driven by 
increasing frustration over 
the slow pace of political 
change and inequalities 
deepened by COVID-19. 
 
Whether seeking an end 
to authoritarian rule or 
speaking up about police 
brutality and abortion 
restrictions, women took 
to the streets during 
headline-grabbing 
demonstrations that 
sometimes turned violent. 
 
"Women always react 
when things appear to 
be going out of control, 

so they are taking to 
the streets," said Aysha 
Renna, 23, a student who 
organised protests in India 
against a citizenship law 
seen by many as anti-
Muslim. 
 
She became the face of 
the protests that spread 
across India  after a 
picture of her wagging her 
finger at a baton-wielding 
police officer went viral. 
Tens of thousands of 
women staged a sit-in 
protest against the law. 
 
"If we don't protest today, 
we won't be allowed to 
do that in the future," she 
said by phone from her 
hometown Malappuram 
in Kerala state. Women's 
growing outspokenness 

comes as gender-based 
violence and inequities in 
working and political life 
remain nearly as bad as 
they were 25 years ago, 
the United Nations said in 
October. 
 
Only modest gains in 
education and lowered 
maternal mortality have 
been made since 1995 but 
the coronavirus pandemic 
is threatening to slow 
progress in those areas 
too, it added.

'Can't Wait'

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres 
told world leaders in 
September that gender 
inequality remains "the 

greatest single challenge 
to human rights around 
the world", and many 
of the women-led 
protests targeted the 
disadvantages they face. 
 
"Definitely there's more 
visibility of women on 
the frontline," said Janjira 
Sombatpoonsiri, a Thai 
expert on democracy and 
authoritarian politics. 
 
"In these countries a 
common denominator 
is inequality, not only in 
terms of gender but in all 
different ways - political, 
economy. Women feel the 
impact as citizens. 
 
"Women think they have 
to take matters into their 
own hands, they can't 
wait for men to solve their 
problem," said the political 
scientist from Bangkok's 
Chulalongkorn University. 
 
Millions of Latin American 
women in nations 
including Mexico and 
Chile stayed away from 
offices, schools and 
government offices in 
March in strikes dubbed "a 
day without us" to protest 
against gender violence, 
inequality and restricted 
rights. 
 
Young women in Thailand 
publicly denounced 
sexism at protests that 
roiled the country for 
months, emboldened 

From Belarus to Bangkok, women took 
to streets demanding change in 2020
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by widespread 
demonstrations to 
demand the departure 
of Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha and reforms to 
the powerful monarchy. 
 
In Poland, tens of 
thousands protested 
in defiance of tight 
coronavirus restrictions, 
after a ruling tightening 
restrictions on abortion 
rights in the Roman 
Catholic country. Police 
scuffled with protesters in 
some rallies.  
 
Thousands of women 
were at the forefront of 
protests against police 
brutality in Nigeria. A 
female lawyer, who 

helped arrange legal 
defence for protesters, 
was blocked from leaving 
the country and had her 
passport confiscated 
briefly.

Beaten, Detained

Meanwhile in Belarus, 
protesters known as the 
"Women in White" took 
to the streets - many of 
them for the first time 
- demanding an end to 
the violence that erupted 
after President Alexander 
Lukashenko's disputed 
Aug. 9 re-election. "More 
women these days are 
educated, professional, 
aware of their citizens' 

right, and participation in 
protest is a way to assert 
themselves as such," 
said Elena Gapova, a 
Belarusian sociologist. 
 
In some countries, 
female protesters were 
also treated "differently" 
by riot police, said 
Gapova, who teaches at 
the Western Michigan 
University in the United 
States. 
 
"They are beaten and 
detained, but to a lesser 
extent than men. Even 
'unpleasant' regimes are 
not happy about exerting 
violence against masses 
of women publicly," 
Gapova added.

Elsewhere, however, 
female protesters faced 
similar levels of violence 
as men, but said they had 
no regrets. 
 
"We are smaller in size 
and maybe weaker, but 
the message (we are 
sending) is so much 
stronger," said Edith 
Leung, 30, a Hong Kong 
opposition politician, who 
received five stitches in 
her head after she was 
hit by a police baton last 
year. 
 
"When you want to 
change the country, 
change your homeland -  
you have to participate in 
that process."

GENDER
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L
on Vanna has 
been working 
around the clock 
for months but 
she doesn't sew 

clothes anymore - she 
guards the machines in 
the abandoned garment 
factory in Cambodia 
where she once worked. 
 
Vanna believes the 
sewing machines are her 
only hope for saving her 
home and land, which 
she put up as collateral 
for a loan to feed herself 
and her ailing parents 
after the new coronavirus 
pandemic shuttered the 
factory in March.  
 
"Those machines are my 
money; they are my life," 
Vanna said, pledging 
to hold them hostage 
until she receives about 
$2,000 in wages and 
bonuses owed since 
bosses shut the factory, 
some 50km south of the 
capital, Phnom Penh, 
unannounced.  
 
"We only know how to 
sew clothes," she said, 
sat among half a dozen 
former workers who 
guard the factory around 
the clock, and in August 
chased away men sent 
by the factory owners to 
retrieve the machines.  
 
"But we see no hope in 
the industry, only shut 

downs and sackings, so 
we can't give up." 
 
Cambodia's $7 billion 
garment sector - the 
country's largest 
employer with 800,000, 
mostly female, workers 
- was dealt a double 
blow this year by the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and by European Union 
(EU) tariffs imposed over 
human rights abuses. 
 
Some Cambodian exports 
lost duty-free access 
to the EU in August as 
the bloc signalled its 
discontent over the 
Southeast Asian country's 
crackdown on opposition, 
civil society and the 
media.  
 
Hard-won labour rights 
have also been rolled 
back this year in the 
garment industry, workers' 
advocates say, as the virus 
has fuelled 'union-busting' 
at factories and poorer 
wages and conditions for 
those still in a job. 
 
Cambodia has rolled out 
some assistance for laid 
off garment workers, but 
workers and advocates 
say it has been insufficient 
and difficult to access.   
 
Labour ministry 
spokesman Heng Suor 
said Foundation that the 
process of applying for 

financial support was 
"not hard at all ... as long 
as the factory files for 
suspension properly"

Horror Year

Across the developing 
world, millions of workers 
in garment supply chains 
were laid off and left 
unpaid in 2020 as the 
pandemic pummeled 
the international fashion 
industry. 
 
Cambodian workers are 
owed more than $120 
million in unpaid wages 
for the first three months 
of the pandemic alone, 
according to advocacy 
group Labour Behind the 
Label, describing it as a 
"mounting humanitarian 
crisis." 
 
Exports to the EU - 
usually worth around $5.5 
billion a year - dipped by 
almost $1 billion in the 
first nine months of 2020. 
 
Global brands, including 
Adidas and Levi Strauss, 
had urged Cambodia to 
reform and drop criminal 
charges against union 
leaders but Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, in power for 35 
years, said the country 
would not "bow down" to 
foreign demands. 
 
Bent Gehrt, Southeast 

Asia field director for 
U.S.-based Worker Rights 
Consortium monitoring 
group, described 2020 as 
a "horror year for garment 
workers". 
 
"The country's 
performance on labour 
rights has deteriorated 
so severely that it has 
become a marketing 
liability for the country as 
a producer and increased 
brands' reputational risk," 
he said. 

Poised To 
Rebound

Opinions are mixed over 
the industry's future.  
 
At least 110 factories have 
shut permanently due 
to the loss of orders and 
the fate of scores more 
remains unknown, said 
Ken Loo, a representative 
for factory owners, adding 
that the situation will 
become clearer when 
2021 membership fees are 
due. 
 
Loo said Cambodia's 
garment industry is 
well-placed to rebound 
as exports to the United 
States have surged in 
2020, more than 60 new 
factories have registered, 
and Cambodia has 
far fewer coronavirus 
cases than other Asian 
production hubs. 
 
While India has recorded 
almost 10 million 
infections, the second 
highest globally after 

Will Cambodia's garment sector 
rebound after 'horror year'?
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the United States, and 
Myanmar more than 
100,000 cases, Cambodia 
has had less than 400 
cases and no deaths, a 
tally by Johns Hopkins 
University shows.  
 
"Look at the alternatives 
- Myanmar, for example, 
where COVID is out of 
control," said the Loo, 
secretary-general at the 
Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia.  
 
"This will be a factor for 
investors in the future." 
 
Loo said he was also 
optimistic about trade 
with Britain after the 
completion of its transition 
out of the EU on Dec. 31, 
which will bring an end 
to EU tariffs and allow 

Cambodia to export to 
Britain duty-free.  
 
"I don't say it will make up 
the entire difference ... but 
I don't think we are in a 
worse position," he said.  

Problematic

But fashion giant H&M, 
which has about 50 
factories in Cambodia, 
said sourcing in Cambodia 
had become "problematic" 
because of increased 
tariffs, labour rights and 
environmental concerns, 
particularly its recent 
heavy investment in coal. 
 
"Production countries 
that continue to see 
coal as a viable energy 
source for the future 

could potentially lose out 
on future investments," 
H&M's Cambodia country 
manager Christer Horn Af 
Aminne said.   
 
Meanwhile, for 
Cambodians who do have 
work, competition has 
driven down conditions 
and unionists continue 
to be targeted, said Yang 
Sophorn, president of the 
Cambodian Alliance of 
Trade Unions.  
 
"Last month alone, we 
organised two new local 
unions in factories and 
our leaders at both have 
already been subject to 
either threats of, or actual, 
dismissal," she said. 
Cambodia's garment 
workers are due to receive 
a $2 rise in the minimum 

wage to $192 per month 
in January - still below 
the living wage of $588 
calculated by the Asia 
Floor Wage Alliance, a 
supply chain lobby group. 
 
The women guarding 
the sewing machines at 
Vanna's former factory, 
each owed a few hundred 
to a few thousand dollars, 
said they had little else 
to do and would not be 
leaving.  
 
"I've sold my motorbike 
now, so I can't go 
anywhere," Hoeun Toeuth, 
38, said from behind a 
face mask.  
 
"But we still have rice, and 
we will struggle until the 
end - this is the life of the 
worker."

ASIA
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M
acau is 
betting 
on a new 
tech trade 
fair to help 

diversify its gambling-
reliant economy and 
establish itself as a 
gateway to China 
as it recovers from 
coronavirus-related 
lockdowns. 
 
The former Portuguese 
colony will next June host 
'Beyond' a technology 
event loosely modelled 
on the CES trade show 
in Las Vegas, said Jason 

Ho, who is a member 
of China's top political 
consultative body and 
the son of Macau chief 
executive Ho Iat-Seng. 
 
Before COVID-19, more 
than 80% of tax revenues 
came from the gaming 
industry, which directly 
or indirectly employed 
about three-quarters of 
the territory's 600,000 
population. 

However, official data 
shows gaming revenue 
fell 80.5% year-on-year 
in November to 52,623 

patacas ($6.6 billion). 
While Macau lacks 
the tech experience 
of nearby cities like 
Shenzhen or Hong Kong, 
the event, covering areas 
including life sciences, 
fintech and agritech, will 
help the government 
to understand which 
sectors it should support, 
Ho said. 
 
"Macau has very good 
infrastructure, with the 
entertainment and hotels 
suitable for doing an 
event," Ho said. "But we 
know our limitations and 

'Beyond' gambling, Macau turns to 
tech to establish China gateway

we need to partner up 
with different cities in the 
Greater Bay Area." This is 
a central government-
backed initiative to better 
integrate Guangdong 
province, Hong Kong, 
and Macau.

Ho has spent months 
drumming up interest 
from Chinese companies 
including Tik-Tok parent, 
Bytedance, drone giant 
DJI and Sensetime, as 
well firms in Japan and 
South Korea. 

The event would also 
showcase Macau's 
potential as an 
alternative to Hong Kong 
as a gateway to China, 
Ho said. 
 
Hong Kong has become 
more complex for tech 
companies to navigate, 
with a security law 
imposed earlier this year 
raising questions over 
data security. 
 
"With what's happening 
around the world right 
now, we want it to be 
a neutral platform to 
gather and talk about 
technologies and not talk 
about politics," Ho said. 
 
The June date may be 
pushed back to October 
if the coronavirus is not 
under control by spring, 
he added.

ASIA
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I
n another world, I 
could have been 
checking into a hotel. 
 
Only instead of staff, 

two fellow COVID-19 
patients welcomed me 
at the door, with a plastic 
box filled with toiletries, 
snacks and masks, and 
showed me to a small 
room I would share with 
another woman. 
 
It was the start of my 
11-day stay at a facility 
for COVID-19 patients 
in Myanmar, and my 
recovery from the 
disease. 
 
In late November, I 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus in my home 
city of Yangon, after 

two nights of fever and 
persistent coughing. 
 
Despite being prepared 
for the worst, I broke 
into tears when the 
doctor told me I had 
tested positive. "You 
have COVID-19, but don't 
worry too much," he 
reassured me. 

I would recover quickly 
due to my youth and 
lack of underlying 
conditions, the doctor 
said, advising me to eat 
well and get plenty of 
rest. 
 
After avoiding large 
numbers of cases at 
the beginning of the 

pandemic, Myanmar now 
faces one of Southeast 
Asia's worst outbreaks, 
with more than 118,000 
cases and 2,500 deaths. 
But the country's testing 
capacity is limited and 
data is believed to be 
incomplete. 
 
To prevent the fragile 
healthcare system from 
being overwhelmed, the 
government requires 
anyone who tests 
positive, as well as their 
close contacts, to be 
quarantined at a centre 
or hospital, depending 
on the severity of their 
symptoms - a policy that 
has had mixed results.  
 
People like me, with 
few or no symptoms, 
need to spend at least 
10 days at a centre and 
then another week self-
isolating at home. 
 
I was assigned to stay 
at Ayeyarwady Center 
B in Yangon, formerly 
a dormitory for football 
players during months 
of training, and now a 
quarantine centre for 
COVID patients.  
 
The compound was 
large enough for 
patients to walk around, 
unlike most other 
quarantine centres in 
Myanmar where the 
lack of space means 
patients are confined to 

Finding community at a COVID-19 
quarantine centre in Myanmar
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their own room or the 
building. It was evening 
when I arrived and the 
compound was lively. 
As all the residents were 
COVID-positive, there 
was no need for social 
distancing. Men kicked 
around a football and 
girls dressed in pyjamas 
played badminton. 
Kittens gambolled 
around the groups 
and climbed the trees, 
chased closely by 
children.

"Do Not Allow 
To Go Outside"

Healthcare workers and 
other staff monitored 
our condition from a 
building next door, 
observing us on 
cameras, and sometimes 
issuing instructions 
via loudspeakers or 
announcing the arrival of 
packages from friends 
and family. 

But most of the running 
of the centre was carried 
out by asymptomatic 
patient volunteers, who 
did the laundry, cleaned  
common areas and 
distributed meal boxes 
to each room, typically 
rice and curry with some 
vegetables. 

Twice a day, I measured 
my temperature, blood 
pressure and oxygen 
level, and reported the 
readings to doctors 
via a messaging app. 

If the numbers were 
not good, I would be 
prescribed medicine and 
if I took a serious turn 
for the worse, I would 
be transferred to an 
intensive care unit.  
 
Though I was alone, 
most of the patients 
at my centre knew 
each other. They were 
colleagues, or even 
whole families who had 
been infected together. 
Meeting in the courtyard, 
people greeted one 

another with questions: 
"Can you still smell and 
taste?", "How many days 
until you can go home?" 
 
I spent my days reading 
books and watching 
movies on my tablet, 
playing with the children 
and walking around the 
compound.  
 
It was the beginning 
of Myanmar's dry 
season and the days 
were sunny, with a cool 
breeze. At night, I made 
video calls to friends on 
my phone. 
 
I was touched by the 
way everyone at the 
centre pitched in 
without being asked, 
from sweeping the 
floors to cleaning the 
bathrooms and washing 
the trash bins. Staying 
in a new environment 
among strangers is hard, 
especially when you're 
sick, but the kindness 
of others was a great 
comfort to me. 
 
Day by day I recovered, 
and on the tenth day, the 
doctor called me to say I 
would be allowed to go 
home. The next morning, 
I walked through the 
razor-wire fence labelled 
"DO NOT ALLOW TO GO 
OUTSIDE" in English.  
 
The outside world lay 
shimmering before 
me, wide and full of 
possibility.  
 
But first, I wanted to 
sleep in my own bed.
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S
chool students 
in Cambodia 
will learn about 
the dangers 
and laws 

around human trafficking 
from an updated syllabus 
starting in 2021, officials 
said. 
 
The Southeast Asian 
country - which faces 
U.S. sanctions if it does 
not improve its record on 
human trafficking by next 
year - will add lessons for 
primary and high school 
students, a spokesman 
for the education ministry 
said.  
 
"Hopefully, students 
learn about the ways to 

stop human trafficking 
in school and among 
youths," Ros Soveacha 
said. 
 
Sex trafficking will be a 
specific focus of the new 
lessons, which will also 
cover drug offences and 
other crimes, he said.  
 
More than 260,000 of 
Cambodia's 16 million 
people are trapped 
in modern slavery, 
according to the Global 
Slavery Index by the 
Australia-based Walk Free 
Foundation, many of them 
children. 
 
Thousands more are 
thought to be trafficked 

internationally, including 
women forced to marry 
in China - a trend that 
has doubled during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
according to campaigners.  
 
The pandemic has also 
given rise to a new wave 
of trafficking to Thailand, 
where more than one 
million Cambodians 
work illegally, including 
thousands trapped by 
debt bondage in the 
fishing, farming and 
manufacturing sectors.  
 
The new lessons will help 
students understand the 
different forms of human 
trafficking, the roles of 
schools and communities 

in prevention, and the 
relevant laws and rights, 
the deputy head of the 
Cambodian government's 
counter-trafficking 
agency said.  
 
"Education is part of 
prevention," said Chou 
Bun Eng, whose office 
developed the lessons 
with the education 
ministry and will train 
teachers to deliver them. 
 
"If people still hesitate 
... to protect vulnerable 
people, then there is no 
way to stop the damage." 
 
Campaigners praised 
the initiative but said it 
would only be effective 
if lessons delved into the 
mechanics of trafficking. 
 
Particular attention 
should be paid to 
border provinces, where 
children are increasingly 
targeted by "brokers" 
for labour exploitation 
and forced marriage, 
said Chan Saron, a 
program manager at anti-
trafficking charity Chab 
Dai. 
 
"Children need to know 
specifics: What are the 
tricks of the brokers? 
What is forced marriage? 
What is the reality of 
the situation in China, 
Thailand or Vietnam?" he 
said. 
 
"There are always new 
strains of trafficking, but 
if we can teach children 
these things, they will be 
much safer."

Cambodia adds human 
trafficking lessons to schools
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C
hina will 
overtake the 
United States 
to become 
the world's 

biggest economy in 2028, 
five years earlier than 
previously estimated 
due to the contrasting 
recoveries of the two 
countries from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, a 
think tank said. 
 
"For some time, an 
overarching theme of 
global economics has 
been the economic and 
soft power struggle 
between the United 
States and China," the 
Centre for Economics 

and Business Research 
said in an annual report 
published. 
 
"The COVID-19 pandemic 
and corresponding 
economic fallout have 
certainly tipped this rivalry 
in China's favour."   
 
The CEBR said China's 
"skilful management of 
the pandemic",  with its 
strict early lockdown, 
and hits to long-term 
growth in the West meant 
China's relative economic 
performance had 
improved. 
 
China looked set for 
average economic growth 

of 5.7% a year from 2021-
25 before slowing to 4.5% 
a year from 2026-30. 
 
While the United States 
was likely to have a strong 
post-pandemic rebound 
in 2021, its growth would 
slow to 1.9% a year 
between 2022 and 2024, 
and then to 1.6% after that. 
 
Japan would remain the 
world's third-biggest 
economy, in dollar terms, 
until the early 2030s when 
it would be overtaken by 
India, pushing Germany 
down from fourth to fifth. 
 
The United Kingdom, 
currently the fifth-biggest 

China to leapfrog U.S. as world's biggest 
economy by 2028 - think tank

economy by the CEBR's 
measure, would slip to 
sixth place from 2024. 
 
However, despite a hit 
in 2021 from its exit from 
the European Union's 
single market, British GDP 
in dollars was forecast 
to be 23% higher than 
France's by 2035, helped 
by Britain's lead in the 
increasingly important 
digital economy. 
 
Europe accounted for 
19% of output in the top 
10 global economies in 
2020 but that will fall to 
12% by 2035, or lower if 
there is an acrimonious 
split between the EU and 
Britain, the CEBR said. 
 
It also said the pandemic's 
impact on the global 
economy was likely 
to show up in higher 
inflation, not slower 
growth. 
 
"We see an economic 
cycle with rising interest 
rates in the mid-2020s," it 
said, posing a challenge 
for governments which 
have borrowed massively 
to fund their response to 
the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
"But the underlying 
trends that have been 
accelerated by this point 
to a greener and more 
tech-based world as we 
move into the 2030s."
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Y
u Yuguang's 
heart beats 
faster every 
time he 
stands on his 

roof, eyes trained to the 
sky waiting for one of his 
pigeons to pass through 
the trap door of its home 
loft. 
 
"Those are the most 
intense and enjoyable 
moments of a pigeon 
race," says Yu, 57, adding 
that the sport is like 
playing the lottery.  
 
He has been lucky. "Little 
Ancestor", his 7-month-
old pigeon, came first in 
a recent Chinese Racing 
Pigeon Association 
race, beating more than 
4,800 competitors and 
completing a journey 
of just over 1,000 km 
from Langfang, near the 
Chinese capital Beijing, to 

Shanghai in a record time 
of 16 hours, 24 minutes 
and 54 seconds. 

The 5,000 yuan ($760) 
prize money, however, 
pales in comparison to the 
200,000 yuan ($30,600) 
Yu spends on his 500 
pigeons each year. 
 
In China, where pigeon 
racing has a long history, 
economic development 
has allowed the sport to 
spread beyond the ultra-
wealthy. Membership 
in the Chinese Pigeon 
Association has jumped 
from tens of thousands 
in the 1980s to about 
400,000, according to 

Hearts aflutter, China's pigeon 
racing enthusiasts spend big to 
indulge their passion

its vice president, Huang 
Jian. By comparison 
Belgium, the traditional 
heartland of the sport, 
has about 20,000 pigeon 
fanciers.

That said, most of the 
huge sums that go 
into the sport are from 
deep-pocketed top-tier 
enthusiasts, eager to get 
their hands on coveted 
blood lines. 
 
In November this year, 
a Chinese collector 
made headlines when 
he paid 1.6 million euros 
($1.9 million) for a racing 
pigeon at an auction in 
Belgium - the latest in 
a string of eye-catching 
bids by Chinese fanciers 
that have driven up prices. 
 
Some Chinese breeders 
are also willing to bid 
heavily on their own birds 
at auctions to increase 
their market value. 
 
A Hangzhou-based 
breeder, who gave his 
name as Ying, travelled to 
Beijing last month for an 
auction, buying back six 
of his own pigeons which 
had placed well in races. 
 
Ying, who bought them 
at prices ranging from 
15,000 to 50,000 yuan, 
didn't think twice about 
the cash he spent. 
 
"I'm so in love with 
pigeons. I love them 
so much. In my heart, 
pigeons come first and my 
wife and children second," 
he said.
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K
illings by small, 
magnetic 
bombs slapped 
under vehicles 
are unnerving 

Afghan officials, activists 
and journalists, who 
blame the Taliban for the 
attacks that are increasing 
despite peace talks aimed 
at ending two decades of 
war. 
 
At least 10 government 
officials and their aides 
have been killed by 
"sticky bombs" in recent 
weeks, mostly in the 
capital Kabul. The tactic, 
senior security officials 
and Western diplomats 
say, is meant to instil fear 
while avoiding large-scale 
civilian casualties. 
 
"Internal intelligence 
memos reveal that the 
Taliban are systematically 
eliminating mid-career, 
ambitious government 
officials and other 
prominent individuals 
who are clearly against 
their hardline stance," 
said a senior Western 

diplomat responsible 
for Afghanistan. The 
rebels "are not killing 
the government's top 
brass as they can't 
afford to generate 
large-scale furore, for 
it would impinge upon 
the peace process," the 
diplomat said, as he is not 
authorised to speak to the 
press. 
 
A Taliban spokesman said 
the group was behind 
some of the attacks but 
targeted only officials of 
the government that the 
group is both warring and 
negotiating with. 
 
"We will continue to target 
the enemy and continue 
to eliminate important 
government figures, but 
not journalists or social 
activists," said Zabihullah 
Mujahid, a spokesman for 
the militant group. 
 
"We are directly attacking 
those people who are 
fighting against us either 
on the battlefield or those 
plotting against us from 

their government offices." 
Afghanistan's Interior 
Ministry blames the 
Taliban for all the sticky 
bomb attacks.

Eight senior Afghan 
government officials, 
three local journalists and 
two female professors 
in Kabul said they have 
recently changed their 
modes of transport and 
now regularly alter their 
routes to work. 
 
Taliban leaders are in 
neighbouring Pakistan 
during a break in the 
peace talks in the Qatari 
capital Doha, which have 
taken three months to 
agree on procedural 
ground rules. The rise in 
violence mars the best 
hope for ending the 
war that has ravaged 
Afghanistan since the 
2001 attacks on the 
United States. 
 
"Despite the talks, the 
militants were achieving 
desired the results of 
inculcating tremendous 
fear," the diplomat said.     
 
The militants have also 
stepped up widespread 
attacks against 
government forces 
in the provinces in an 
effort to establish new 
strongholds. 

Quick And Dirty
Sticky bombs, assembled 
in Afghanistan, can be 
detonated remotely or 
with a time-delay fuse 
and are powerful enough 
to blow up a car. They 

have been used since the 
early years of the war to 
sow terror among Afghans 
and expatriates working 
to safeguard the economy 
and fragile democracy. 
 
The devices can be crude 
or sophisticated - but 
planting them is cheap, 
simple and hard to defend 
against. 
 
Recent arrests reveal that 
target vehicles were stuck 
in traffic, where attackers 
on motorbikes or on foot 
could attach a bomb. 
 
"In most cases young 
men were also involved in 
sticking magnetic bombs 
for a small amount of 
cash," said Rahmatullah 
Andar, a spokesman for 
the National Directorate 
of Security, Afghanistan's 
anti-terror agency.  
 
Rising unemployment due 
to COVID-19 has made it 
easier for the Taliban to 
recruit young boys who 
wash cars on the side 
of the roads, vendors 
and beggars to collect 
information on intended 
targets, said another 
official at the directorate. 
 
Although the sticky 
bomb attacks remain 
sporadic, they are having 
a psychological effect. 
 
"After breakfast, I take 
a few minutes to think 
which route I should take 
to work to stay alive," said 
Rahmatullah Rahim, a 
bureaucrat in the ministry 
of law and justice. "The 
fear is intense."

'The fear is intense': Afghan 'sticky 
bombs', used by Taliban, on the rise
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O
ften injured 
in high-risk 
jumps over 
obstacles in 
cemeteries 

and abandoned buildings, 
Gaza's parkour enthusiasts 
can now practice their 
niche sport on safer 
ground. 
 
The Palestinian territory's 
first parkour gym - 
equipped with wooden 
boxes over which 
youngsters can soar 
in twists and flips, and 
padded mattresses to 
land on - has opened 
its doors. Developed 
in France, the dynamic 
urban sport took root in 

Gaza around 15 years ago. 
It provides its own sense 
of freedom of movement 
in an area locked in 
conflict with neighbouring 
Israel, which blockades 
the enclave, citing 
security concerns.

Gaza's parkour athletes jump for 
joy over new training facility

"I have played parkour 
for 13 years now. During 
those 13 years I have 
suffered several injuries, 
the worst was to my wrist, 
and it stopped me playing 
the game for a year," said  
Jehad Abu Sultan, 32, one 
of two coaches at the new 
Wallrunners academy. 
 
Some 70 athletes, male 
and female and aged 
between six and 26, are 
enrolled in his current 
free three-month course. 
Dozens are on waiting 
lists. 
 
Abu Sultan, a co-
founder of Gaza's first 
parkour group, began 
practicing his acrobatics 
at a cemetery in the 
territory's Khan Younis 
refugee camp. He said 
injuries forced some of his 
colleagues to quit. 
 
"There were no safety 
and security factors. Now 
with this hall and this first 
academy we can avoid 
injuries. A player will 
perform the moves easily," 
he said. 
 
Mohammad Al-Masri, 
17, said police used to 
give chase when he and 
others played parkour at 
schools. 
 
"I used to be scared when 
I played," he said. "Now I 
am here, playing safe."
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D
uring a private 
dinner in Paris 
last month, 
US Secretary 
of State Mike 

Pompeo made clear that 
Washington was unhappy 
with France's strategy 
to include Iran-backed 
Hezbollah in efforts to 
resolve the economic and 
political crisis in Lebanon.  
 
French President 
Emmanuel Macron has 
been spearheading 
international efforts to 
rescue the former French 
protectorate from its 
deepest crisis since its 
1975-1990 civil war. He 
has travelled twice to 
Lebanon since a huge 
explosion at the Beirut 
port in August devastated 
the city. 
 
Macron is trying to use 
Paris' historical influence 
to persuade squabbling 

Lebanese politicians to 
adopt a road map and 
form a new government 
tasked with rooting out 
corruption, a prerequisite 
for international donors 
including the IMF to 
unlock billions of dollars 
in aid. 
 
He had been due to return 
for a third visit on Dec. 22, 
but postponed the trip 
on Thursday after testing 
positive for coronavirus. 
Army chief Francois 
Lecointre will replace the 
president to visit French 
troops on the ground 
and an official involved 
in organising the visit 
said Macron may speak 
by phone to Lebanese 
President Michel Aoun but 
there were no other plans 
for now. 
 
The 42-year-old French 
leader has from the 
outset faced the inertia 

of Lebanon's fractious 
political class, which has 
bickered and ignored 
international warnings of 
state bankruptcy, as well 
as resistance to his plans 
from Washington. 
 
"The Lebanese political 
class is stuck in its own 
contradictions and is 
happy to play the clock," 
said Nadim Khoury at the 
Arab Reform Initiative.  
 
"(Prime Minister-
designate) Saad al-
Hariri is not able to 
form a government 
and internationally the 
US will not facilitate 
French efforts to form a 
government." 
 
The US objection to 
Macron's plan is centred 
on Hezbollah, the Iranian-
backed armed movement 
that wields enormous 
power in Lebanon and 
which Washington brands 
a terrorist group.

Hariri, a former prime 
minister, was given 
the task of forming 
a government after 
Mustapha Adib resigned 
in September. He is so 
far struggling to cobble 
together a cabinet 
to share power with 
all Lebanese parties, 
including Hezbollah. Paris 
was not initially keen for 

Hariri to take up the role, 
having previously failed 
to implement reforms, 
three French officials 
said. But given the lack 
of progress in forming 
a credible government, 
Macron did not oppose 
the nomination. 
 
France says Hezbollah's 
elected arm has a 
legitimate political role.  
 
The US has already 
imposed sanctions on 
three leading politicians 
allied to Hezbollah. 
During a dinner in Paris 
last month with eight 
ambassadors, including 
from Europe, Pompeo 
made clear more 
measures would follow if 
Hezbollah were part of the 
government, according 
to two people with 
knowledge of his visit. 
 
Responding to assertions 
that the US was unhappy 
with French efforts, a 
French presidential official 
said President Donald 
Trump and Pompeo had 
clearly expressed support 
on several occasions for 
the French initiative to 
create a "government 
capable of receiving 
international aid". 
 
The official added that 
the US had participated 
in two donor conferences 
organised by France, 
underscoring its support. 
In a statement after 
Pompeo had met Macron, 
the State Department said 
the two had discussed 
"significant threats to 

US, Iran and inertia: an 
axis to dampen France's 
Lebanese dreams
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global security, efforts to 
counter violent extremism, 
Iran’s destabilizing 
behavior, and Hezbollah’s 
malign influence in 
Lebanon".  
 
The stalemate has 
important ramifications for 
all sides. 
 
Without US backing, 
international organisations 
and donors will not give 
Lebanon the money it 
needs to claw itself out 
of a financial crisis which 
the World Bank says will 
likely see more than half 
the population engulfed in 
poverty by 2021.  
 
Macron, having vowed 
amid the rubble in 
Beirut not to abandon 
the Lebanese people, is 
scrambling to show some 
foreign policy success in 
the region after walking 
empty-handed from high-
profile initiatives on Libya 
and Iran in recent years. 
 
For the outgoing US 
administration, a tough 
stance on Hezbollah is 
key to demonstrating 
that its overall Middle 
East policy, including 
maximum pressure on 
Iran, has been effective. 
 
Three diplomats said 
they did not expect 
President-elect Joe Biden 
to change policy quickly 
given the bi-partisan 
nature of the US stance 
and other priorities for 
the new administration. 
Biden has said he plans 
to scrap what he calls 

the "dangerous failure" 
of Trump’s maximum 
pressure policy on Iran, 
but people familiar with 
his thinking have said he 
will not shy away from 
using sanctions.

Warning Signs

The differences with 
Washington exacerbate 
what was always going to 
be a difficult challenge for 
Macron. 
 
When he had lunch with 
Lebanon's President 
Michel Aoun and 
parliament speaker 
Nabih Berri on Sept. 
1, his objective was to 
ensure Berri, head of 
the Shi'ite Muslim Amal 
Movement, committed to 
a deadline to form a new 
government.  
 
Macron insisted on 10-
15 days, according to a 
person with knowledge 
of the meeting. Berri, 
a stalwart of Lebanese 
politics who has in 
the past had a hand in 
picking key ministers, 
twice responded with 
"Insha'allah," (God Willing), 
a polite way sometimes 
used in the Middle East 
to react to something you 
don't want to do. Macron 
put out his palm to say no 
and again emphasize his 
demands.

Berri's office did not 
respond to a request 
for comment. Macron's 
office said: "The president 
continues his calls with 

the various political 
players in Lebanon as he 
had previously committed 
to." 
 
A week later, although 
Macron said he had got 
all factions to back his 
plan, the United States 
blacklisted two former 
ministers, including one 
from Amal, for their ties to 
Hezbollah.  
 
"You're right to say the 
sanctions policy of the 
American administration, 
done without consultation 
or coordination with us, 
has strained the game," 
Macron said not long 
afterwards, when asked 
about the US not being 
warm to his efforts.  
 
Since then Gebran Bassil, 
son-in-law of Aoun, who 
heads the Free Patriotic 
Movement, Lebanon's 
largest Christian party, 
has been sanctioned over 
his ties to Hezbollah. US, 
European and regional 
diplomats say new 
sanctions are imminent.

Punitive Measures

Hezbollah has become 
the overarching power 
in Lebanon, with 
elected members of 
parliament and positions 
in government. While its 
support from Iran has 
been hit by US sanctions, 
the group remains a 
pillar of Tehran's regional 
influence. French officials 
say Washington's punitive 
measures have done 

nothing to change the 
situation on the ground. 
A French presidential 
official told reporters on 
Dec. 2 "they did not block 
anything ... but haven't 
unlocked anything either." 
 
Speaking at an online 
conference of the 
CSIS think-tank, US 
Ambassador to Lebanon 
Dorothy Shea said that 
while avoiding state 
failure in Lebanon was 
"first and foremost", 
Washington viewed 
Hezbollah as being 
"wholly in service to their 
Iranian masters" and said 
US measures were having 
an effect. 
 
Israel, the closest US ally 
in the Middle East, regards 
Iran as its biggest threat 
and Hezbollah as the main 
danger on its borders. 
 
Iranian officials said that 
Lebanese Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasrallah 
was in contact with 
Tehran on how to handle 
Macron's initiative, 
but they would not 
allow Hezbollah to be 
weakened. 
 
Macron has meanwhile 
been left admonishing 
Lebanon's politicians 
for betraying their 
commitments. 
 
"As of today, these 
commitments have not 
been kept," he said on 
Dec. 2. "So far, there is 
nothing to show that they 
were more than words. I 
regret that."
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S
wedish pole 
vaulter Armand 
Duplantis said 
his desire to 
better Sergey 

Bubka's outdoor mark 
kept him motivated in the 
2020 season and after 
clearing 6.15m to eclipse 
the Ukrainian great in 
September the 21-year-
old is aiming to go higher 
next year. 
 
Duplantis, a world silver 
medallist in Doha last 
year, set the world record 
by clearing 6.17m indoors 
in Poland in February 

and bettered that by a 
centimetre in Glasgow the 
same month.

He then went higher than 
Bubka's outdoor mark 
of 6.14m, set in 1994, to 
win gold at the Rome 
Diamond League meeting 
in September. 
 
World Athletics has not 
distinguished between 
indoor and outdoor 
records in pole vault since 
2000. 
 
"That was the main 
motivation for the outdoor 

season at the end, to 
really get the 6.15m and 
cement myself as the 
highest-ever jumper 
outdoors," said Duplantis, 
who won all 16 of his 
meetings this year to 
register a perfect season. 
 
"Growing up ... you see 
Bubka as almost this 
mythological creature. He 
was not real in the things 
that he was doing, they 
didn't seem possible. 
Any record where you 
can knock him down a 
ranking is a pretty special 
feeling." Duplantis, named 

Athletics: After eclipsing 'mythological' 
Bubka, Duplantis eyes Tokyo gold

male athlete of the year 
earlier this month, is now 
targeting gold at next 
year's Tokyo Olympics. 
 
"I definitely think I can 
jump higher. There's 
always room to improve. 
How high? I don't know, 
but there's more to come," 
he said.

"Winning an Olympic gold 
is the dream. Ever since I 
was a kid I wanted to win 
an Olympic gold, to be the 
best pole vaulter in the 
world. That's the big goal 
going into the next year."
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T
y-La Morris has 
always been 
special. 
 
    She was 

"a little older than one" 
when she crawled to 
the edge of her bed and 
did the splits, according 
to her mother, Likisha 
McCormick, and was 
three years old when she 
mastered the cartwheel, 
able to flip around the 
length of a football field. 
 
"I used to tell my 
coworkers every day 
and they all kept saying, 

put her in gymnastics. 
I'm like, I can't afford 
gymnastics. Gymnastics 
is very expensive," said 
McCormick, who lives with 
Ty-La in New Windsor, 
more than an hour north 
of New York City.  
 
Raw talent met 
opportunity two years 
ago when Ty-La, who is 
now 13, began classes 
at the Wendy Hilliard 
Gymnastics Foundation, 
which offers free and 
discounted classes for 
children in Detroit and in 
New York - and is now 

fighting to serve hundreds 
of students amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
"Trying to keep these 
kids together has been 
what I've been working 
the hardest to do," said 
founder Wendy Hilliard, 
a Hall of Fame rhythmic 
gymnast, who rolled out 
"Zoom" classes as the 
pandemic sent families 
indoors and later found 
spaces across the New 
York City metro area for 
her students, including a 
tennis court in the Bronx 
and a gym in Yonkers.  

Throughout the year, 
she's fought to find those 
facilities for her students 
to keep them competitive 
and in shape, as more 
affluent private gyms 
that serve predominantly 
white communities have 
the resources to stay 
open. 
 
"I'm so frustrated that 
the priority - you know, 
if you have money, stuff 
like that, you can have 
your kids do these extra 
activities and other kids 
can't if they're urban 
kids or they don't have 
the spaces," said Hilliard. 
"We've been trying to 
navigate that part." 
 
For Ty-La Morris, a 
fearless tumbling and 
trampoline gymnast who 
dreams of attending 
UCLA, the COVID-19 
pandemic has meant 
adapting to a social 
life on Zoom after the 
coronavirus shattered 
daily routines. 
 
"They were having their 
regular meeting times 
(online) every day, even 
though it's probably just 
stretching or whatever," 
said McCormick. "The first 
time they had a meeting 
at a gym, they were just 
ecstatic to see each other. 
They were overjoyed. And 
I'm like, this hurts because 
they're really close."

In Simone Biles’ path, a fearless young 
gymnast learns new 2020 routine
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She draws her inspiration 
from Gabby Douglas, the 
2012 Olympic all-around 
champion, and earned the 
nickname "Gabby" from 
her former cheer squad.  
 
"She would tell me, 'Oh, 
mom, I'm going to the 
Olympics. I'm going to 
buy you a house, car 
and everything is going 
to be good. I'm going 
to the Olympics,'" said 
McCormick. 
 
Ty-La, who said she's also 
drawn comparisons to 
2016 Olympic champion 
Simone Biles, said a full - 
a tumbling move where a 
gymnast flips backwards 
and twists - was her 
favorite move that she 
has learned through her 
classes at Wendy Hilliard 
Foundation. 
 
She has also formed rock-
solid bonds there with 
other students.  
 
"We are very close. 
We (are) like brothers 
and sisters," said Ty-La, 
who does abdominal 
workouts and push-ups 

to stay fit at home, on 
top of the instructional 
videos posted online 
by the Wendy Hilliard 
Foundation.  
 
She has picked up new 
skills during 2020, despite 

the numerous hurdles that 
come with training in the 
middle of a pandemic, 
learning how to do a front 
full, double backs and 
more.  
 
"I just always wanted to do 

gymnastics because I just 
love to flip," said Ty-La, 
"And now I'm doing it." 
 
Athletes like Douglas and 
Biles ushered in an era 
where Black excellence 
in gymnastics has been 
front-and-center for Ty-La 
and aspiring gymnasts her 
age, said Hilliard, who was 
the first African-American 
woman to represent the 
United States Rhythmic 
Gymnastics team. 
 
And in a year when Biles' 
Olympic dreams were 
postponed, it was her 
candor outside of the 
gym - opening up about 
her mental health and 
wellness - that once again 
lit a path. 
 
"Seeing her be so strong 
was very helpful because 
it was like even the 
greatest gymnast in the 
world is struggling," said 
Hilliard. "You know, the 
time is different for us. You 
can sit up and take off six 
months a year and move 
on. But a kid who's like 
nine years old a year is so 
long."

SPORTS
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We	are	a	Sedex	approved	facility	with	with	high	ethical	standards	geared	up	to	
manufacture	the	best	quality	fashion	jersey	wear	and	knit	wear.	Creative	
Clothing	is	already	an	established	CMT	supplier	to	Next,	Arcadia,	New	Look,	
River	Island	etc.		
	

	
With	over	300	employees	we	
manufacture	over	100,000	
garments	a	month.	
	
Creative	Clothing	works	with	
fashion	houses	in	the	UK	and	
works	on	a	CMT	base	model.	
We	pride	ourselves	on	
cultivating	a	special	
understanding	with	our	
customers	in	order	to	grow	
consistently.	Having	a	
partnership	with	a	factory	like	
us	who	is	established	in	the	
UAE	is	prominent		
	
To	get	in	touch	with	us	or	to	learn	
more	about	manufacturing	with	
us	please	call	us	on	the	following:	
+971555479701	or	you	can	email	
us	on:	
ahmed@creativeclothingco.com	

Creative	Clothing	Company	FZC	is	one	of	the	leading	CMT	
factories	in	the	Middle	East	established	in	the	year	2000,	
renowned	for	the	manufacture	of	detailed,	complicated	
garments.	With	talented	production	staff	that	understands	
and	caters	for	the	UK	High	St	retailers.		
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